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In "What I Do: More True Tales of Everyday Craziness," the second volume of Jon Ronson's collected
Guardian journalism, he hilariously demonstrates how our everyday lives are determined by the craziest
thoughts and obsessions; how we spend our time believing in and getting worked up by complete nonsense.
But also, as he chillingly demonstrates, there are clever people working in the highest echelons of business
who are employed to spot, nurture and exploit the irrationalities of those among us who can barely cope as it
is.

In part one, read about the time Jon inadvertently made a lewd gesture to a passing fourteen-year-old girl late
at night in the lobby of a country-house hotel. And about his burgeoning obsession with a new neighbour
who refused to ask him what he did for a living, despite Jon's constant dropping of intriguing hints. And
about the embarrassment of being caught recycling small talk at a party.

In part two, read some of Jon's longer stories, which explore manifestations of insanity in the wider world:
the tiny town of North Pole, Alaska, where it's Christmas 365 days of the year; behind the scenes at "Deal or
No Deal," which Jon likens to a cult with Noel Edmonds as its high priest; a meeting with TV hypnotist Paul
McKenna, who has joined forces with a self-help guru who once stood trial for murder - but can they cure
Jon of his one big phobia?

As hilarious as it is perturbing, Jon Ronson's new collection is a treat for everyone who has ever suspected
themselves to be at the mercy of forces they can barely comprehend.
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From Reader Review What I Do: More True Tales of Everyday
Craziness for online ebook

Caroline says

An excellent book filled with wondrous humour, wacky or not, through the daily drudgeries or merely the
mundane normality.

Also, a great insight to which how Credit Card Databases choose the alluringly stupid crowd to target upon
their junk mails.

It ends off with an intersting perspicacity of what NLP (Neurolinguistic Programming) actually really does to
manipulate a human mind.

Kristina Pasko says

I liked this even better than the first book of True Tales of Everyday Craziness. Jon depicts his day-to-day
craziness with a lot more humor in this book and I had a number of laugh-out-loud, read-out-loud-to-my-
confused-husband moments. In his essays on other people, such as the residents of North Pole, Alaska, I felt
that he was just scratching the surface and I would have appreciated deeper digging, more insights, more
background.

Jas says

"What I Do: More True Tales Of Everyday Craziness" is an especially good read if you've had the good
fortune of reading Ronson's first novel in the same series. I actually didn't enjoy his personal diary-style
observations in the first part of the book as much as I had in his earlier work, however really I think this was
because my expectations were resting about a hundred times higher than they had been before I'd read more
of his pieces. This being said, I literally couldn't put down this book and read it in about three days. I
absolutely adored part two (I'm a sucker for that kind of non-fictional-conversational-observations style) and
am sure anyone else looking for a light, witty read would enjoy it much the same. I've got my fingers crossed
that I'll stumble upon more of Ronson's works in the near future - needless to say, Jon Ronson, if you catch
yourself googling your name anytime soon and happen to come across my review... You've certainly got an
avid fan in me and all your pieces get a definite thumbs up!

Robert Thomas says

I really liked the first half. The second half I really liked when I read it previously in Jon Ronson's latest
book Lost At Sea.



James says

Brilliant and funny. And later, terrifying when it starts talking about NLP and stuff.

Petra CigareX says

Mediocre. I'm a big fan of Jon Ronson, or at least I was until I read So You've Been Publicly Shamed. It was
a good premise and a well-written, interesting book, but by relating people's stories of how they had been
shamed, most of which had been forgotten about so quickly does the internet move on, it re-shamed people.
But this book is just plain mediocre.

The first part is a diary showing that Ronson is just as mean-minded, venal, self-serving and egotistical as the
rest of us via anecdotes that aren't always amusing. Ronson's wife was less than amused by his antics and
anecdotes so I don't know why he thought we would be falling about laughing either. Still, some were
amusing, although waiting half a dozen pages for the punchline was kind of tedious.

The second part are stories from his columns and other books and I had either read them all before or was
bored by them. Two and a half stars rounded up because the author comes across in this, as in all his books,
as a really great guy it would be fun to go and have a burger with.

Mike says

This is my least favorite Ronson book. The collection of Guardian essays in the first section shows Ronson
at his most snide and petty. It feels a bit like an act, and doesn’t have the underlying heart and honesty of his
pieces from Out of the Ordinary. The second half of the book contains much better long articles, all of which
were reprinted in the collection Lost at Sea. I would recommend those two books before reading this one.

H Simpson says

https://bemusicandbooks.wordpress.com...

Lea says

Great read, but yet another Ronson book that I feel like I've read before?! Does Ronson recycle material??

Once again, his shorter, more personal pieces don't show him in the best light -- but the longer pieces in the
second half of the book are exceptional. The essay "Who Killed Richard Cullen?" is heartbreaking.



Jim says

I've decided that I'm making my book reviewing life easier by giving a book either one or five stars. this
book gets one because about fifteen pages in and I was beginning to hate the writer as a neurotic Guardian
reading liberal. Maybe you'll immediately relate to the neurotic world view that Ronson portrays but I didn't.
However, I wonder if Ronson will read this review? What if he does and decides to look me up? He's a
journalist, he will have methods of finding people. What if he attacks me in the street? And so on.
I skipped through the pages and came on to the more journalistic essays on Noel Edmonds and "Deal or No
Deal" or the town that is Christmas - North Pole in Alaska. This is seriously good writing, and I'd
recommend that anyone seek these out. Five stars for those essays for sure, but one star for the neurotic stuff.

James Cridland says

It's okay.

It's a collection of stuff from The Guardian, basically - like other of Ronson's books, though this one is less
connected.

Ronson's rather embarrassing personal revelations make up half the book (made more embarrassing by the
fact that I identified with almost all his 'odd' behaviour). The second half of the book consists of a few
longer-form articles, culled from the pages of Guardian magazines.

One piece, about credit card hucksters, makes Ronson appear like a consumer affairs jounalist. Another,
following two "we can change your life" ex-hypnotists, is more of his classic, slightly cynical, Louis
Theroux-a-like writing.

It's good stuff, partly, though parts are less good. I'm not, however, sure that it all holds together as one book;
and, while reading it, I did have a nagging feeling that I could have read all this stuff for free on the web
anyway...

David Williams says

I do hope Jon Ronson is well paid for his journalism if only to compensate his wife Elaine for his indiscreet
(and hilarious) revelations of the everyday bickerings and point-scoring that punctuate their marriage and
parenting. The humour of course comes partly from recognizing our own marital relations in theirs.

This collection, like the earlier 'Out of the Ordinary' has plenty of such domestic scenes, making the purchase
worthy in itself, but we also have Ronson's brief and fascinating immersions into the worlds of two very
different cult figures united by an almost sinister command over their participant audiences; they are the
NLP founder Richard Bandler and the former DJ and presenter of 'Deal Or No Deal' Noel Edmonds.

On a serious journalistic note, Ronson explores the reasons for the suicide of Richard Cullen, racked by
credit card debt. Asking the question 'Who killed Richard Cullen?' Ronson is forensic in his examination of
the cynical behaviour of banks and credit card companies that target financially vulnerable people like
Richard Cullen precisely because they are more likely to be tempted by the lure of easy credit than those who



are more financially sound. The outcome for many is a spiral effect of debt that can lead to misery or, in
extreme cases like Cullen's, tragedy.

Whether you want to go to Jon Ronson for his self-deprecating humour or his insight into some of the more
baleful and inisidious influences on the world, this collection should be for you as it offers good examples of
both.

Sarah Tipper says

My favourite sentence in this book is “Mike shows me the mounted head of a sheep he once shot. It’s
wearing tinsel”. In the first part of this book Ronson lets us glimpse his weirdness. In the second part he goes
and prods at the weirdness of others. There’s some very interesting parts about the town called North Pole
and about NLP. This is a wonderful book about how people construct the world around them.

Philip Jacobius says

The British Larry David. Nuff said.

Hayley says

Really easy read, first half funny and quirky, second half interesting articles offering thoughtful insights on
various subjects. Especially found the credit card segment thought provoking (and anger inducing!). The way
Ronson writes really appeals to me... Super synical and smart-arsey but at the same time open to everything.


