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First published in 1951 Arnold Hausers commanding work presents an account of the development and
meaning of art from its originsin the Stone Age through to the Film Age. Exploring the interaction between
art and society, Hauser effectively details social and historical movements and sketches the frameworks in
which visua art is produced.

This new edition provides an excellent introduction to the work of Arnold Hauser. In his general introduction
to The Social History of Art, Jonathan Harris asseses the importance of the work for contemporary art history
and visual culture. In addition, an introduction to each volume provides a synopsis of Hausers narrative and
serves as a critical guide to the text, identifying major themes, trends and arguments.
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Ray says

This volume covers the 18th century to 1830. It explores the reasons why different art movements become
popular given the social events of that time especially the French Revolution.

Ali says
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When the work appeared in English in the 1950s, it stirred up great controversy because of itsideological
orientation. Postmodernist art historians have rarely made references to Hauser's fundamental study. Arnold
Hauser was born in Temesvar, Hungarian. In Paris his teacher was Henri Bergson who influenced him
deeply. In Budapest Hauser became a member of the Budapest Sunday Circle, which was formed around the
critic and philosopher Gyorgy Lukécs. The group included Karl Mannheim, a sociologist, the writers Béla
Baazs, and the musicians Béa Bartok and




