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Dramatic history, lush scenery, and a colorful cast transport usto the time of Cuba's turning point -
thelate 1950s Set against the tropical landscape of Cuba's countryside and the glamour of 1950s Havana,
this moving story of Cuban life at a pivotal timein the country's rich history will resonate with anyone who
has experienced the loss of family or homeland. It is 1958, the last year of Fulgencio Batista's dictatorship.
Mike, the son of Don Miguel, awealthy land owner and rancher, is summoned home from his MBA studies
in the United States because of his father's failing health. Still recovering from the loss of hiswife, Mike's
return is an immediate tonic for Don Miguel. Caught between his family obligations and his desire to pursue
his own dreams, Mike quickly finds himself succumbing to hisfather's desire for him to take over the
responsibilities of running the family ranch. As Mike settles back into the life he was groomed for, Don
Miguel, reinvigorated, spends more and more time socializing in Havana. Changes are happening
everywhere. The government is encroaching on civil liberties and social and political upheava isintheair.
There are rumblings about Castro's guerillas organizing in the mountains. On the ranch, long-time employees
of Don Miguel resent the changes that Mike is making, setting the stage for a confrontation that change the
lives of everyone involved. With evocative language, vibrant characters, and explosive history My Lost Cuba
pull usinto fascinating time and place-. It is amemorable family saga, love story and political tale.
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From Reader Review My Lost Cuba for online ebook

Christoph Fischer says

I was lucky enough to receive an ARC copy of "My Lost Cuba', agreat piece of fiction and historical fiction
asthat. It is depicting beautifully and dramatically the Batista dictatorship and the change to the new regime
in the late 1950s.

The book establishes a set of characters and their personal experiences of the country, its politics and
economy. Mike, the young man who returns from the US to look after his fragile father, is particularly
interesting as his perspective has an added outside angle, while the rest of the family all have their own
perception.

Thisisawonderful and bitter sweet family saga - rounded up perfectly by the epilogue at the end; a
insightful historical account of the times and events and a well written and moving story.

Highly recommended.

Pauline Neuwirth says

I'm thrilled to say that | just finished reading MY LOST CUBA, ahistorical novel set in Cuba during the last
year of Batista'sreign. | haveto say, | didn't want it to end! For me it was the perfect blend of family saga
and poalitical intrigue. The author did awonderful job painting a picture of anation in transition as
experienced through the colorful characters he has crafted. If you are fascinated by this culture, as| am, you
will really enjoy MY LOST CUBA

Rachel says

Such aneat story and alearning experience of what Cubais about and how it has changed over the years.

Nicole Rhaven says

| was fortunate to win this book.

It was simply incredible. Learning about life in Cuba and the inner beauties it hasto offer.
It follows a young man who returns from Americato visit his father.
Who then realizes what he was missing.

Peter Giorno says



I won my copy of My Lost Cuba from Goodreads.com a beautiful, emotional, well written account of lifein
Cuba under the Batistaregime. A story of ayoung man, his old father, fighting with his feelings and getting
caught up in the palitical turmoil that has over-run thisisland nation. Celso Gonzalez-Falla has written a
wonderful story, and who better knows those times than the author himself. | highly recommend this book as
amust read.

Tony Parsons says

having several Cuban friends | luv 2 listen 2 them & read about their former country

Aileen Laughlin says

I won my copy of My Lost Cubafrom Goodreads.com. It is set in Cuba during the last year of the Batista
dictatorship, but while the political climate forms the backdrop to the story,it is not truly a political novel. It
israther more of aloving depiction of a nation and a culture told through the experiences of the well-off
Rodriguez family, and particularly the family's son, Mike Rodgriguez. Mike returns to Cubato take over the
family ranch, leaving graduate studies in the USA. Hislove for the land and his family, and his relationships
with workers and friends, form the core of the story. The land is as much a character in the storyline as any
of the human characters. The descriptions of pre-Castro society, of avanished way of lifein Cuba, made the
book highly interesting to me.

Xondra Day says

*Copy via Goodreads First Reads*

Though there is definitely a decent story there | couldn't get into it. Thanks to the author for offering the
copy for review.

Sharon says

What a delightful read. Learning about other cultures and people is one of my favorite things and, although
thisbook isfiction, it's also based on part of the author's life. The people of Cubain the 1950s were
charming and interesting. Readers will learn something about sugar farming and raising cattle and show
animals. Wealthy Cuban families kept household help and farm help, and their lives are intertwined with
those of their employees.

Before Castro, this was Cuba -- serene, family-oriented, productive, religious, and getting scarier. Some of
the history of Cuba during thistime comesto life asit affects real families. This family saga, set during
increasingly changing times, islovely and heartbreaking, since nearly everyone in the book had to |eave their
homeland once Castro came to power.

Enjoy this family's years of sweetness and togetherness, their hard work, their ethics, loves, joys, sorrows,



and their beloved homeland. Books like this need to be written.

The author kindly included a personal note that seemed specia and will remain with the book.

Hopsnbarley says

| received this book in a Goodreads giveaway. Thank you to the author for providing an opportunity to read
his book. | have been to Cuba three times and absolutely loveit. | was excited to read a book from thistime
period which would provide both history and a story.

| enjoyed the read from the perspective of it being set in Cuba. Some of the references were of places | have
been and that was real connection - brought thingsto life. And it was amazing to compare how the people
lived back in the 50's compared to now.

The story, for me, was not as enjoyable. It was somewhat slow and for a piece of fiction | would have liked a
bit more excitement, intrigue...something to continue to grab my attention as the setting alone could not do
that.

For those who have travelled here or always wondered about Cuba, this book is a neat way to have a brief
introduction to the country of long ago.

Lynn says

This novel didn't strike me as memorable. It begins in 1958 when Batista's reforms seem to oppress more
residents in Cuba and the poor are faced with being poorer. A large wealthy plantation owning family suffer
the blunt and watch little by little as revolution overtakes the country. Mike, the main protagonist, interrupts
his study for an MBA in Miami to help hisfather Don Miguel, run the farm. | felt | should have empathized
with these characters and | didn't. Their heavenly paradise was held up by many poorly paid workers who
did not get their due, even in this novel.




