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From Reader Review Magician: Apprentice for online ebook

Ori Fienberg says

Earlier thisyear | got back into the fantasy genre by reading Patrick Rothfuss' The Name of the Wind. Since
then I've been reading backwards; finding the authors Rothfuss was favorably compared to and reading their
books.

| was very taken with the author | read next, George R. R. Martin, and would happily have continued the
Song of Fire and Ice series, but apparently the next book in that series has been postponed till 2013. So |
chose Raymond Feist who was next on my list.

To atotal fantasy virgin it may hold some appeal, but even the books | read at the peak of my dorkiness, at a
time when | read almost nothing except books by R.A. Salvatore and others published by Forgotten Realms,
are significantly better than this book.

Simply put Magician: Apprentice lacks the subtlety, beauty, and complexity of the other works of fantasy (or
even plain old fiction) I've read this year. Overall I'd say it reads like the collected notes of what were
probably very engaging D& D styled scenarios and RPG adventures.

The characters are perhaps over-loved by the author. All are sort of generic "nice guys' thrown into tough
situations. They lack flaws, they have no weaknesses, and so they don't broaden as characters. They're
chivarous and handsome. When they fail (rarely) it's through no fault of their own. All personal conflicts are
resolved with a good cry, some laughter, and then drinks. The most major change in a character is enacted
not by learning from experience or harsh reality, or personal introspection, but instead by donning
mysterious magical armor. None of the characters face more than brief moral or ethical dilemmas. Because
these men are only faced with deus ex machinatype problemstheir growth is never shown, we're merely told
it's happened after random narrative leaps. Four months has passed and generic male hero #1 wishes to return
home, or 2 years have passed and generic male #2 is now battle hardened. Okay, | guess if you say so. The
females are even more one dimensional. All those given more than one line of dialog are beautiful, playful,
strong-willed, and eager to find a partner. Even the elven Queen is essentially the same, she just has atitle.

Leaving aside for amoment the other worldly opposition, the only villains are mentioned in passing. None
arefull characters, just useful tools to create minor shifts in the action. The opposition from another world
are the most interesting, but unfortunately much of the consideration and description of them is repetitious.
They have different notions of honor, they're fearless, they speak atonal language, they come from aworld
without metal, and employ a magic beyond the understanding Midkemians. Those basic points are
hammered home over and over again.

Over and over again is one of the main problems of this book. So much feels like repetition of the same fight,
the same history, and the same description. | read the author's preferred text or edition or some such
nonsense. Having not read the original | can't be sure, but I'm sure that with 20-40 pages trimmed while
many of my complaints about the characters would be the same, at the very least the plot would move that
much faster.

| also read Magician: Master, which | won't bother reviewing, but is a dight improvement: 1'd probably give
it two stars. The description and consideration of the Kelewan world, its people, and their customsisfar
more interesting than anything in the first book, but the writing and characters still feel tired and one



dimensional.

Holly says

Started out well. | liked the main character, it seemed like it might be interesting. Then they walked into the
mines of Moria, visited Galadriel in Lothlorien, (but he renamed them all, cuz he's smart like that) and the
main character disappeared halfway through the narrative.

The characters were flat as cardboard, particularly the females, and he spent most of histime telling rather
than showing. Eventually the main character shows up, in the second half of this book which was published
as Magician:Master. By that time, he's utterly useless except as a plot device, boring, self important, and
overall | wished he had stayed kidnapped.

Basicaly, it was aload of derivative and nigh-unmitigated crap and | can't believe | actually read the sequel
to this. What was | thinking?

Choko says

* k% 4***

A buddy read with the Epic Fantasy aficionados at BB& B!

| can't believe | waited so long to read this series! Unfortunately, | am weird and used to start on a series only
when the last book of said series was published. Then | came to the understanding that if | stuck with this
trend, there would be way too many good books | might never get to enjoy in my lifetime. Too many
authors, for one reason or another, take decades to finish up a story... So, instead of starting the series as |
wanted to in the 80's...nm, | am dating myself, | read the first volume in the first week of this new 2017 year.
" .."- Nisi seruzno ponela prema meni, Karlina. Ja sam se ponasao kao tupan.

- Ne, ti s se samo pona3ao kao prijatelj Rolande. Rekao si mi istinu, a ne ono $to sam Zelela da
?2ujem.”..."

It isagood thing that | was raised on the Fantasy genre as mother's milk, because there are obvious trends
from the time this work was written and were more typical then. The biggest such trend is the mostly linear
story line, which seems to have gone by the wayside in the storytelling of today. We have about 4-5 POV's
and they are not asjarring as the way the contemporary writers tend to employ them. | call the Feist way, a
classic fairy tail for adults:-) And | loveit! It feels cozy, comfortable and somehow, despite a certain degree
of predictability, feels like an adventure you set on with your best friend and the sky is the limit!

| am not very good at justifying why | feel one way or another about something | read. Different books affect
me in different ways, and thank goodness for that abundance of diversity out there! But | am also not blind to
some of the weaknesses in the writing. Despite that, | am going to rate this on how it made mefeel, and |
thoroughly enjoyed and loved it!

... Dolgan: 'Tisa wise thing to know what is wanted, and wiser still to know when ‘tis achieved.



Rhuagh: True. And still wiser to know when it is unachievable, for then strivingisfolly.”..."

The story is mostly about a young orphan boy who becomes an apprentice to an old magician, and the
community where he grows up and finds himself having to defend against invading forces from a place far,
far away... The world is populated with humans, Elves, Fae folks, Dwarfs, there was a Dragon, and a distant
cousin of it, thelittle Drake, which is no bigger than a dog and loooooves to cuddle:-) Oooo...

" ... Some love comes like the wind off the sea, while others grow slowly from the seeds of friendship and
kindness."..."

I would recommend this book and series to everyone who loves the Fantasy genre, those who are interested
in getting acquainted with it, and even those who just now start showing interest in reading - astory like this
is bound to get anyone addicted to the magic of reading!!! | loved this book and | malooking forward to
going into the next one:) What awonderful journey it promisesto be!!!

Now | wish you all Happy Reading and may you find joy in every book you read!!!

Niki Hawkes - The Obsessive Booksdller says

ViaBook Reviews by Niki Hawkes at www.nikihawkes.com

When customers approach me for afantasy recommend, | always ask: have you read Feist? Asthe long-time
favorite of my family, "Magician: Apprentice" is the book that first inspired my love of the genre. I've gone
through hundreds of books since then, and it is still one of the best novels I've ever read. It's got all of the
elements | loved about the Lord of the Ringstrilogy, but it iswritten in a much more vibrant and story-driven
manner. I'm a stickler for good characters, and all of the charactersin this series are incredibly well-
developed and memorable. Elves, dwarves, dragons, and magic are all woven together in an adventure that
will leave you eager for the next book.

Thisisthefirst book in the Riftwar Saga, and each book in the seriesis as good as the last. If you would like
an introduction to the fantasy genre, thisisthe novel for you. Asfor the hardcore fantasy fans, this book
should definitely be on your list of "must-reads.”

Recommendations: As much as | loved this book, it's hard to believe that | loved atrilogy by Feist and Wurts
even more. Read the "Magician: Apprentice" and "Magician: Master" first, then take some time to read the
"Daughter of the Empire" trilogy before moving on to the third Riftwar book (Silverthorn).

Seth T. says

Raymond Feist isto fantasy literature what Greg Ruckais to crime/espionage literature. He presents stories
in aworkmanlike fashion, neither embracing literary elegance or dwelling overlong on that which does not
forward the story itself, and yet he offers arollicking good time. His characters are all interesting and his
narrative twists retain reader interest. He is not a great author, but heis certainly a good author.

And sometimes, good is just what the doctor ordered.



Both halves of Magician (Apprentice and Master) are incredibly entertaining. The whole story spans about a
decade and the changes in character design are sometimes remarkable (certainly thisis the case as we see the
two principles develop from teenagers into adults who only vaguely resembl e their former selves). The book
features the typical inhabitants of fantasy kingdoms: elves, dwarves, goblins, kobolds, and dragons all dwell
within fighting distance of their more mundane human neighbours. Magic plays arole aswell. But things
quickly turn to something more than your average sword-and-sorcery epic. Portals to whole other planets are
opened and wars begin for military aswell as cultural dominance. Apart from the more overt aspects of these
clashes, Feist excels at portraying the fascinating internecine struggles that plague the human kingdom above
and beyond the obvious conflict delivered to their gates via these strange portals.

If you are looking for alight read that might cater to compulsive reading in either bed or bathroom,
Magician: Apprentice and Magician: Master may just fit the bill (I figured since | had already opened the
floodgates of clichés, a couple more wouldn't kill us anymore than the first had).

Mikel C. says

I must admit, when | wasreally young, | did not read that much. | was a sports kid, Soccer in the fall,
basketball in the winter, baseball in spring and summer. Many years straight through, and if | wasn't
practicing or playing, | was playing sports with the neighborhood kids.

It was not until | was 10 or so that | started actually reading the books that the teachers told us to, rather than
skimming them over or getting the notes from the dilligent kid in the neighborhood to pass a quiz or test.

My first real read was Lloyd Alexander's The Book of Three when | was 10. Then, since | liked the movie
Halloween so much (yes, at 10 years of age | had watched it about a dozen times), | started reading Stephen
King. Lovecraft. And the cheesy 80's Dark Forces series at that time.

But, the fantasy genre appealed to me more. | finished Alexander's series, breezed through Narnia and
Watership Down and then engaged Tolkien. Though my family and friends think that the Lord of The Rings
ismy favorite books of all time, it isnot. | stumbeld across Feist's Riftwar Saga later on, and | feedl it isthe
best fantasy series | have ever read.

Magician: Apprenticeis one of the cleanest, direct and at the same time emotionally involved books | have
ever read. It reads easy, amost asif you are watching the movie on the screen unfold before your eyes. Fesit
has the ability, in my opinion, to give you just enough description to set the stage in your mind's eye,
defining both the scene and the traits of the characters, to the point where you can map it out perfectly in
your vision but at the same time he leaves enough open for you to add your own twists and scenery that
existed from your past or childhood.

| fell in love with the charactersin an instant and could not stop turning the pages to see what happened next.
That was Fesit's best characteristic as awriter: No character was perfect, no character in thiswork was
without fault. All were...human. In adifferent world, in adifferent and simpler, but yet more complex world,
those that were written about were the most human and the easiest to relate to.

Whether it was the time of my life that the story spoke to so well or just my own mentallity, this book and
seriesis my flagship of favorite works, and | till revert to reading them when | am depressed, happy, sad,
joyous, lonely or content.



Emily says

| was going to give this 4 stars until 60-70% through. The last part of the book was pretty boring. The main
character exits the book around this point, and then the 2nd main character exits shortly after and then it just
feelslikefiller until the end. | liked many of the characters and wasn't as bothered as some reviewers by the
"fantasy cliche" of it al. | am on the fence about this and | guess | need to read the next book to figure out if
| want to keep going or nhot.

Jim says

| first read this book shortly after it came out in the early 80's whilein my 20's. It's every bit as enjoyable on
the 4th read almost 30 years later. In many ways, it isavery typical fantasy, but the character's pop very well
& the world has enough new elements to make it quite intriguing. The quick pace hides a complexity that
becomes apparent as the story progresses & we're led deeper into the world.

Since | have atowering TBR pile, | re-read sparingly. I'm so happy | did this again.
Onto Magician: Master. Inthe HB & UK editions, these are published as one volume. | prefer PB's & am

glad the two were split. Unlike the Jordan bricks, these PB's have withstood the test of time due to their
reasonable size.

Shobhit Sharad says

This book gave me all that | look for in agood fantasy. People, races, cities, battles, and charactersthat | can
like and appreciate. While lacking a certain level of complexity, it was at al points entertaining, with the
story beginning from a point and then branching out to several story-lines, and | can't point out which one |
like better than the other. Though Pug's story-line ends in a manner that makes me anxious, | liked best
Arutha's development and the going-ons at Crydee. | can't see whereis Mr. Feist going with Tomas. I'd like
to explore and experience more of the magic of Midkemia, because we see very less of it, and understand
lesser, despite the book's title. I'm sure | want to read more of thisworld.

Matt says

Thisisthe story of how Raymond Feist had avery good Dungeon Master.

| recently read this book for the first time since sixth grade. | adored it in sixth grade. | find | still have some
affection for it now.

Like many young nerds, Raymond loved to play Dungeons & Dragons. His Dungeon Master who ran the
game was afan of the two preeminent world builders of his day: JRR Tolkien who had created a now
familiar fantasy world of elves and dwarves that celebrated Western myth called Middle Earth, and a lesser



known figure named MAR Barker who created an alien, more science fiction world, with an Oriental flavor
called Tekumel. His DM took these two settings, loosely filed off the serial numbers (Middle Earth becomes
Midkemia, Tekumel becomes Tsurani), and set an apparently well beloved game on those worlds with the
interesting premise - "What if these two worlds came into contact?' Y oung Mr. Feist, enthused by the mind-
blowing concepts that the game introduced to him, and apparently largely unaware that all thisis mostly
coming to him second hand rather than out of the mind of his formidable Dungeon Master, and having
thoroughly enjoyed the story that was collectively produced, decided to novelize the game and its major
themesin hisfirst novel: "Magician".

The 1st edition AD& D tropes are rattling behind the scenes of this hovel so hard, you can hear the echo and
rattle of the dice every time you turn the page. What isn't derivative of Tolkien, or Barker, is derivative of
Gygax. Virtualy every feature of the story can be found in some page or the other of the D&D rules, so that
if you are in the know, then you know the Hit Dice of pretty much everything on the page. Most readers will
pick up on the Tolkien quite easily, and indeed much of the first half of the book has repested echoes of The
Fellow of the Ring. Only the very well read will pick up on the even greater influence of MAR Barker.

Soif it'sall so derivative, what saves this work from the scorn rightly heaped on works like Terry Brook's
"The Sword of Shannara, especially given the Gifted and Talented High School level prose and character
depth that the story iswritten in. And why don't we remember MAR Barker better, rather than his second
hand plagiarist?

Well first, because Feist is a better story teller than MAR Barker, and indeed a better story teller than just
about anyone who has ever tried to turn the transcript and ideas of aD& D campaign into anovel - certainly
better than anyone who had tried to that point, including the redoubtable Gary Gygax. Just as | can see
through the text into the game that was played, | can also see the alchemical transformation Feist has pulled
on the characters and story of the game to make it suitable for his Bildungsroman. Feist paints a daub of
foreshadowing, and a touch of metaphor on to the canvas of his game, and turns his protagonists into
something alittle more than playing pieces gaining experience points.

The other important thing is that because we get the source materia by a distant hand, having been once
revised and transformed by Gygax, and then revised and transformed again by Feist's skilled DM from
Gygax, Tolkien and Barker, and then once again revised and transformed by Feist, the ultimate result is
something amost wholly new. Thisisn't the same process of reading The Lord of the Rings, being blown
away, and then retelling the same story again with the serial numbers filed off that you see in "The Sword of
Shannara. By the point we the reader get the story, the settings are plagiarized, but the story is a new thing.
I've long thought that creativity iswhat you do to fill in the spaces when you get something wrong, forget
something, or can't see something clearly. What's interesting about the Riftwar Sagaisthat for all the quality
in the source material, all the really good stuff in this story isin those invented spaces.

But for al of that, this story is saved and ennobled by one thing and one thing only - the character of Tomas
Ashen-Shugar. Without Tomas, the rest of the story is as deep as a thimble and as forgettable and derivative
as any number of Tolkien inspired epics that came out in the decades following the publication of "The Lord
of the Rings. But the story of Tomas, who is mortal and immortal, who lives simultaneously in two times,
and where cause and effect become jangled up so that the future and the past are one and the same, ends up
creating one of the coolest and most interesting charactersin al of fantasy. In the over used trope of time
travel, Tomas's story is by far one of the most effective uses of Time because it never once pretendsthat it is
linear and so never creates the paradoxes involved in escaping from the linear flow of time but acting as if
cause and effect can just proceed as normal.



Sadly though, all that redeeming value is mostly in the three following volumes. This first volume ends up
mostly being exposition and introduction, is dreadfully slow, and forces the reader to suffice with the
wonderful foreshadowing of two boys with fantasies of manhood, where one says, "l will be the greatest
warrior that ever lived.", and the other says, "I'll be the greatest magician that ever lived", and then we get
the beginnings of the story of how they become just exactly that.

Josh says

| wanted to like this book. | redlly did. First, amajor caveat: The Magician: Apprenticeisonly one part of a
two-volume novel. The second volume, The Magician: Master, completes the tale. Given this, itisn’'t really
fair to judge the first volume on many points, so keep in mind that my review applies aimost exclusively to
thisfirst volume.

The Magician: Apprenticeisastory centered on — you guessed it — amagician’ s apprentice named Pug
who finds himself an unlikely hero when the world of Midkemiaisinvaded by the Tsurani from another
dimension. Unfortunately, the whole thing sounds more exciting than it really is.

First of al, | found myself perpetually annoyed that our hero was named “Pug”. It kept conjuring images of a
dog-faced boy with bug-eyes. The nameis“cute’ in away that distracted me from believing that he could
ever become anything more than a pubescent putz. Furthermore, Pug’s character is thin and cliche. Fiest
provides plenty of narration, but Pug performs so few character-defining actions and has so few lines of
dialogue that he remains a mystery. Rather than being a participant, | often felt as though the story were
happening to him.

Sadly, Kulgan, the magician to whom Pug is apprenticed, is your stereotypical fantasy magician: heis
tempermental, wears long robes and a funny hat, sports along white beard and puffs away on a pipe. That
isn’t to say that afantasy magician shouldn’t appear thisway, it’'s just that thisisal | know of Kulgan. He
too isflat and boring.

| really liked the concept of the apprentice magician. It reminds me of Luke Skywalker apprenticing with
Obi Wan and Y oda. But we never really see Pug do any apprenticing. He becomes an apprentice, reads alot,
and that’s pretty much it. In fact, we don’'t see him doing much other than being conflicted over the Duke's
daughter which, frankly, | thought was lame. | picked up abook called The Magician, not An Average
Awkward Fourteen Year Old Boy Discovers Girls.

We also never get to see a scene like the one in which Skywalker observes the master at work: such as Obi
Wan's Jedi mind tricks — “These aren’t the droids you' re looking for” — or Y oda lifting the X-Wing from
the swamp on Dagobah. We never see Kulgan do anything interesting with magic, so we really don’t have
any ideawhat Pug is shooting for.

There are also problems with the plot itself. First, | have read some of it before in alittletale called The Lord
of the Rings. Y ou may have heard of it. Feist’sworld is so Tolkienesgue that it gives me heartburn. Take, for
example, the trek through the mines. Y ou know, the mines dug out by the dwarves who dared to delve
deeper than was safe? So deep, in fact, that there are unnamed evils lurking there? No, I’ m not talking about
the mines of Moria, I’ m talking about the mines of Mac Mordian Cadal. Y eah, even the name is somewhat
familiar. Thisis a setting too associated with the The Lord of the Rings to work well anywhere else. Moriais



aplace that truly scared me, but the mines of Mac Mordian Cadal make me fedl like an adult walking
through a Disneyland version of Moria. To befair, the first three quarters of The Magician: Apprentice are
almost an unnecessary part of the story. These chapters serve to introduce a variety of characters and place
them in position for the inevitable Tsurani invasion. After the invasion, however, the story finally losesits
Tolkiensgue flavor and beginsto take on alife of its own.

Feist failsto consistently pace his story: we jump from “We have been invaded!” to “ The war has been going
on now for ayear and now we'retired.” Y ou'retelling methat all the excitement surrounding an invasion
from another dimension is going to be frittered away like Adam Sandler’ s life was fast-forwarded in Click?
WTF? | want to be where the fighting is, not in some drawing room talking about strategy a whole year after
the war has started.

Feist aso has trouble with perspective. At first, we think we're in third person limited, but Feist frequently
hops into third person omniscient. On more than one occasion he switches perspective mid-scene with no
line breaks or visual cues. This drives me up the wall. There is nothing more annoying than being in Pug’s
head one moment and then hopping over to Kulgan and then back to Pug. It is enough to make areader go
cross-eyed. Furthermore, when we' re supposed to be in Pug’ s perspective, Feist insists on telling us things
that he can’t possibly know. The narrator’ s voice creeps into the story and | find myself wanting to slam the
door in hisface and tell him to get the hell out.

Overdl, | found myself trudging through this book. Although | think the concept of therift is genius, Feist
failed to bring it to fruition. | can’t help but think that Feist’s editor should have rapped him on the knuckles
with this manuscript. It never should have left the editor’ s desk looking like this. Once | hit a point when |
realized that the story had jumped two years ahead in time, | nearly gave up. Massive tempora shifts like
that are tough to pull off, but they are made even more difficult when the reader doesn’t give a damn about
the characters.

Having started reading the second volume, | can say that much isimproved. Feist has finally managed to
bring Pug into focus and —- despite its flaws -— | am honestly looking forward to continuing the story.

Matthew says

FANTASY FANS PLEASE READ!

Updating this review in June 2016. | was just discussing this series with afriend | recommended this to and
we were both saying how shocked we are how few people have read it because it is so good. It can be hard to
find Feist's booksin stores or at the library - but it shouldn't be!

| am not saying that everyone will end up liking this, but | think there are alot of people missing out. To give
you a statistical analysis of how many people are missing out - | currently have 627 friends on Goodreads.
135 of them have read A Game of Thrones. Only 8 of them have read the first book in this series.

Y ou might look at my book list and say, "Matthew, you hypocrite! Y ou may be reading this series, but you
have yet to read Game of Thrones! How can you compare the two?' Thisistrue. Maybe Game of Thronesis
superior. | look forward to reading it eventually and finding out, but my point isthat | think Feist's seriesis
great and | want to spread the news (also, it is 30 books long - with two to four book story arcs withinit. The
first arcisjust 4 books. But, the series is complete. No waiting years for the next one!)



So, here is challenge to fantasy fans (friends on here or otherwise). As soon as 30 more people give this
series atry because of thisreview, | will immediately begin reading Game of Thrones. | know that isn't much
of an incentive for you, but | hope the joy you find in reading this series is enough. If this review leads you to
read this, please let me know in the comments. Or, | will just keep an eye on how many of my friends have
rated it and as soon as it gets to 38, Game of Thronesisago!

Note: In this series, | am up to book 11 and it is still going great!

Warning to readers! Book 1 and 2 really are "book one" of atrilogy. Frequently they are combined into one
volume (Magician) If you only read the first book, thisis not a case where you get the complete first part of
the story. You really need to read a least the first two before you will be able to tell if this story isfor you or
not!

Danielle The Book Huntress (Back to the Books) says

Magician: Apprentice is an appealing introduction into an epic fantasy series that a newbie can enjoy. It
offers ayoung hero who isjust at the beginning of hisjourney to find his purposein life. Feist offersa
fantasy world on the brink of war from athreat that has the capacity to bring great change to Midkemia as
they know it.

While the world has atypical medieval-type feel, the variety of races presented give the world an incredible
texture. | loved the descriptions of the elves and their way of life, how they are similar and different from the
Dark Brotherhood, Elves who have fallen into a darker way of life. | have to say that the dwarves redly
caught my attention. Their beliefs, values and their skill at fighting and navigating the mines of the Stone
Mountains. Of course, loved the dragon!

| wasn't sure about the Tsurani storyline initially, but it takes this story in a different direction from what |
initially expected. It sets up an incredible culture clash that takes this novel to awider focus as the
Midkemians have to work together to stave off the invasion of forces from another world.

Initialy, it seems that Pug, our young magician apprentice, is the center of this story. But it becomes clear
that various characters gain the focus of Feist. Starting out like a coming of age story, and | suppose it
continues to be one in some way, this story becomes one about people dealing with their world being
invaded by a formidable group of people whose values are completely alien to their own, and who seem
invincible.

One detractor 1'd have for this story isthat it's not a standalone. The story doesn't end on an obvious
cliffhanger, but you definitely have to keep reading to find out what happens to all the pivotal characters.
With amassively overflowing to read list, | am not eager for too many series to add, but the strength of the
story and the good writing here, guarantees | will be back for more.

Fantasy Beginner Rating (explanation: Scale is based on whether thisisa good book for beginner
fantasy readersor it is better for one who hasread a lot of fantasy. High-Good starter book. Medium-
Okay for a beginner. Low-May be confusing for a novice fantasy-reader.):

High.



Melissav Dog/Wolf Lover ¥ Martin says

Buddy read with some wonderful peeps over at BB& B

| really enjoyed this book! | love the main character, Pug. | loved his friendship with his best friend Tomas.

Pug got picked to be the magician Kulgan's apprentice while Tomas was to be trained as a soldier. But they
found plenty of time to spend together and get into this, that and the other. One day there was awrecked ship
and it turns out they were people from another time. A rift in the world and Pug and the people called them
aliens. | mean they werein a sense, right?

But I'm getting ahead of myself. One day Pug is asked to take the princess, Carline, out for aride in the
forest. With al of the guards you think they would have found someone to take her, but | digress. While they
were settling down for a picnic they get attacked by trolls. Pug (whose magic wasn't working at all) worked
some special magic and took care of them. Since then he was accepted into the Duke's court. So, now he's
not the orphan boy of the place. He's a part of the court and a magician's apprentice. He also has a crush on
the princess. A lot of peeps do. Also, Pug's magic just comes on like that, never when he wants, at |east not
yet! That would suck, in asense.

And

he was getting somewhere without even knowing it until the day they all set out to talk to some other princes
and dukes etc about these aliens. They also had avisit from the EIf Queen and they all sided together to find
out what's going on.

The duke let Tomas come along because of Pug. They were have afine time of it until they are attacked and
people and animals start keeling over left and right.

They end up meeting up with some of the dwarves. OMG, | loved the Chieftan Dolgan. He'saredly nice
dwarf, but still fierce. Oh, you know what | mean!

Anyway, they have to go through these tunnels underground to get to the other side. <-- | couldn't help it.
Anyway, they are attacked by something <-- not saying, and they get separated from Tomas. Dolgan tells
everyone to go on when they got out and he would go back in and find him. | know it's weird to say but this
was the best part of the book to me because Dolgan finds Tomas with adragon. And it was really good and |
cried! YES, | CRIED! DON'T JUDGE ME. Anyhoo, the dragon gave them some gifts and things happened.
Now that part was pretty short but it was just awesome to me.

Tomas ends up having to stay with Dolgan. I'm not sure what will happen or how they are going to get back
together with the group. That will be in the other books of course.

There are alot of other things that happened. More get separated, some attacks happen, but we don't really
find out awholelot. | think the author is setting us up for some pretty cool things. Or not, they could all just
diein the next book and we move on.



The book made me think of my childhood. Certain high fantasy books do that and | don't know why. Maybe
it'sjust the older ones. At any rate | enjoyed this one alot even though | don't know what all is going to
happen. | think it was set up nicely for the next book. The only thing is | wish Kulgan used his magic more. |
was thinking he was going to be zapping things left and right. He might not be all that great of awizard in
that sense, he seemed like it from time to time, but what do | know.

Oh yeah, | want to know more about the really strong magician. We will be seeing more of him I'm sure and
he had atie to the dragon but I'm not telling you what it was just that it was nice and part of what made me

cry.

MY BLOG: Melissa Martin's Reading List

Mario says

Thiswas areally hard book for meto rate. It went from amazing 5 starsto disappointing 2, so after giving it
athought | decided to go with solid 3 stars.

I’'m still not sure how to write this review, because my feelings towards the book are mixed (to say the least),
so I’m gonna go with the old way: things | liked and things | didn’t like.

Let’'s start off with the things | liked:

-Amazing world Feist created. | think the world building was my favorite part of the book
-Interesting characters, especially Thomas. | wish we heard more from him

-Amazing first half of the book. If only it stayed like that throughout the whole novel

And now the thingsthat | didn't like that much:

-Lack of action. | really wish that we had more fighting scenes in the book

-Also the lack of magic. | was hoping that this book would at least have one fight scene with magic, but
magic was barely used init. | really wish that we'll get more of that in next book

-Slow middle. After amazing beginning, we got to not so amazing middle, and it stayed like that ‘til the end.
In the end things kind of picked up, but | still enjoyed beginning of the book so much more

Even though this book didn’t completely blow me away, I’ m definitely going to continue on with the series
(maybe not right away). Hopefully I'll like the next one much more.




