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The body of ateenage girl is discovered in acistern deep below the city of Istanbul. For the Turkish police
force's most talented officer, Inspector Cetin Ikmen, thisis adifficult case. The girl was his daughter's friend
and her attire, that of a nineteenth-century Ottoman, offers no easy explanation.With his promise of justiceto
the dead girl's mother still fresh on hislips, Ikmen is suddenly taken off the case and reassigned to the
kidnapping of an ageing movie star's wife. The star is hiding something and so, Ikmen fears, are his
superiors. A powerful secret exists in the labyrinthine city; one which those on either side of the law will do
anything to prevent surfacing...
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Chrissa Vasileiou says

AVA OT? TO ONUAVTIK2TEPA TPAYUATA TOU P2XVW TTVTA aTd BIBA?0 TIov a2 w,eal TO
TOE?01.07AW VA TAEIE?W O ? TOLC TVEVUATIK?,YEWYPO @ K ?, TOAITIOMIK?..To "Xap2ul" pou
TP?0@EPE ALT? TN BLVAT?INTA KOl E2UAL TOA? XOPO2UEVN W' AUT?! 2tV LZALOTA TO TAE 2Dl
OLVOL2LETAL E AOTUVOUIK? OP?0N,LLCT?PI0 KAl YKANUA,T?TE BEWP? TG ?X W BPEI TOV T?AELO
ouvdvaopu?!

210 BIBA?0 aLT? AOITIV,TIOVL ATIOTEAE? W?P0OC TNG OEIP?C B BA2wv Tn¢ Barbara Nadel e ?pwa tov
ETIOEWPNT? TOETV IKUNV,0 avayw?20Tn g Wwp?el aTE? TP?T0 X?7p1 TNV KwvaTavTIVO?IOAN - TOUG
avep?roug,ta 0N, Ta BIPa Kol TIC TPAS?0EIG TOUG,TA "ap?UaT?’ TNGTO HUOTIK? TNG,TA HLUOT?01?
NC.H aotuvouk? dp?0m a1l OAOQEPN O K70 TEA?D0,01 EEEAPEEIC DIOD?XOVTAL N 20 TNV 7AAN
O€ YPYOPO pUBU2.MAVTO KAl TIVTO? 2UWC TPAOVE?EL N M2AN,aTOQEACIOUVN VO TUAEEL OTA
HETAEWT?, TOA?XPWHN TI2IMAC TG AULT TOUL dla?el To BIBA?0.7Aa cuvd?0vTal PE TNV
TP?3001N,TIOL X VETAL OTA 701 TV AL VV.2A0 EEKIVOV KAl KATOAYOUV EKE?,KAL O GYXPOVOC
TOAITIOU?G XOPEZEL 0@ XT? OYKOAIOOUOG PE TA TROTE?W KA TIG OVTIAAPEIC TIPON YO PUEVLV
ETIOXV,LE T?TOI0 TP?TO TIOU AEC TIWG OITIOKAEZETAL TO VA VA KOTAP?PEl va €111 70€1 XWP?G TO 7ANO.

Eval oAo@vepo 1w N Nadel eval Kal A?tpng Tng avaTtoA?tiKn g T p?000ng Kal NG
TOUPKZ0COAA? KAl -€EVUTUX?C! - Pp10TN W?0TPLA TNC M?ANG KAl TNE1oTOP?0C.7Aa Ta BIBA?A TNC
OLOOPAMAT?(OVTAl EKE? KA €V TIMVTO? &l 20TIIPTIN OTO KEPUEVO 1 VECG? TNC UE TOV T2T0.AT? Td
OLOOPOU?C TWV NP2V O€ OTIOIAJ?TIOTE CUVOIK?0 TNG M2ANC U2XPL TIC IOTOPIK?C ava@op?¢ KOl aTr?
TIC T PAS?TEIG U?XPI TN OKIAYP2PNGoN KAl TWV TI0 UKP AETITOUEPEI DV, VOU?LEl K?2TIOLOC TG

Ao B?el K?rolov TouPIoTIK? 0dNY?PAE el ouyXapnT?pla N CUYYPO@?0C,TIOL TIPOYUATIK?
TIPOUGI ?{El YA 1OTOP?0 T?200 KAA? OEUVN KAl T?00 KAAOYPA ULV, T?00 TINO?010 KOl YEU?TN UE
TNV AVOTOA?,EKT?C QTT? TO KOBAP? AL Y?C 0GTUVOIK? OTOIXE70.

A&V apvoUdl TIWC, TIPOOWTTIK ?,000KOAE?0AI VO ATIOOEXT? TIC OLUVPBEIEC TV TO?pKLV. Ta 201?
TOUG,N KAT?TEPN 670N KAl N SOVAOTIP?TELN TWV YUVAIK,N KOIVEGVIK? AVIG?TNTO,TO TIOTE?W KOl O
TP?MOC OK 2PN TOLG,N LTIOTAY? GTOV VTPA KAl QTN TOU CTITIO? ENVAL TRYUOATA EVIEA?C €W ATT?
HVa KOl TNV KOOU0Bewp?a oL KaTaAaBaVw TG UAUE VIO VAV PANOV K?00,UE VAV TP?TO
OK2PNC EVTEA?C DL APOPETIK? ATI? TO 'QUTIK? KAl TO 07BOUAL -OEV UTIOP? VA T UG TIIG TO EKTIU?
KIZAQC 1 aUT? aPXIK? OKEPTUOUV TG 200G ALT? UE XAAO?0€ K2TIWCG.. TEAIK? O [UE EVPXANCE,QV KAl
HE EV10E K?2TWC.KI aUT? TO 0QE?AW OTN CLUYWPAE?0.MAV0 Kol WV0 aTr? auT? TO yeyov?2¢,0a e
K?pd1 e 0?7TWC ? PAAWC!

To "Xap2u" eval Va BIBA70 TIOL ATPAQUCA TOA?,2U0LV ATIZAUTA TPOCN AWV OTNV I0TOP?0 TOU
010 B?C0vT?¢ TO,0AA? VO W TG B0 OLVEX 70 VA TIPOTIL? TA OCTUVOMIK? LUOT?P1A TIOU
AopfBvouv x?pa K?mou otn A?on.Kat? tn yw2un pouv, 2uwG,AMNMOKAEIETAI K?motog A?tpng twv
OOTUVOUIK 1OTOPIA YEVIK? KO TNG TOUPK?0G EIBIK? VO NV TO AaTpAPel! To ouoT VW
avern@?Aakta!

Mehwish says

Crimethriller. That you buy on a notion that it will kill the boredom of insomnia and when are just pretty



much bored of your own ponderings over conspiracy theories, tedious travelings and visiting relatives.

It is quick read; how you opt to skim the repeated content. Especially when the character is a chain-smoker
and in every page or two heislighting his cigarette (if only | knew how it feels)

The plot was ambitious and steady. Too many charactersin it which made it somewhat exciting for me. | like
multi dimensional perspective stories which however makes it repetitive. Confidentiality is the fundamental
aspect of the novel.

The plot is of few crimina Turks making clandestine Harem underground Istanbul resembling the ancient
tendency of secrecy and festal accessible to personages beyond commonplace involving lewdness and a
murder of agirl of which mystery is being pursued by the most idiosyncratic and talented officer of Turkey.
However it's not easy for him as he surmises how huge the influential people are behind it and ironically he's
being controlled by them. There is manipulation and distortion of truth for the common people.

AGMaynard says

| had read parts of two other Inspector Ikmen novels. Good immersion in modern and historical Turkey. This
one reaches back into the Ottoman past for traditions while looking at a modern sex trafficking scheme.

Glitter says

It was an OK book which | read in segments, brokenly due to the rather mediocre plot and extensive
backgrounds on cheating characters of this book. The conclusion was a disappontment and I'm rather upset at
the hopel ess stance the writer has taken in concluding this detective/crime-style plot. | might try reading
other works of this author in the future however, just to see whether | unjustly berated this piece.

Barbara says

Set in Istanbul — hard to wrap my head around the numerous Turkish names — a tale about the discovery of a
teenage girl dressed in the attire of a nineteenth century Ottoman Odalisque. The victim is the daughter of
investigator |kmen’s daugher. Deep mystery with connections to the Russian, Sicilian, and Turkish mafia.
Different —1 liked it.

Jack Laschenski says

OK!
Dead girlsin 19th century Odalisk costumes.

A Turkish move star in Hollywood.



Decapitation as a persuader.

American mafia connections (they lose!)

Cisterns and tunnels beneath Istanbul .

A police psychiatrist with serious post-partum depression

A teenage police officer's Turkish daughter in love with a beautiful Jewish boy
Want to throw anything else into this stew????

Couldn't put it down.

Barbara wins again.

Jessica Howard says

A book redolent of the mysteries and secrets hidden in Istanbul since Ottoman times. Inspector 1kmen must
simultaneouly attempt to solve the disappearence of afamous actor's wife, and the brutal rape of a young
girl, while ssimultaneously dealing with his recalcitrant teenagers, and the complications surrounding the birth
of his colleague Suleyman'’s son. If you're into big conspiracy theory type mysteries, aswell as some
characters with creepy sexua tendencies, this book will be right up your alley.

Irismacpher son says

Interesting mystery set in Istanbul. Not my kind of book. | had a hard time following characters re turkish
names. | liked the main detective Cetin I|kemen but did we have to hear how many times he lit a cigarette. |
felt the plot was too ambitious and unruly. In the end | was uncertain what was what. Some parts were too
simplistic. Hard to believe the police didn't know about the Harem when street people did. Did not make me
feel i would like to visit Turkey anytime soon

Spuddie says

Asmuch as | love foreign-based mysteries (thisoneisin Istanbul, Turkey)...they do all seem to share some
common themes that get old and wearying after awhile, such as corruption in the police and government,
with no real resolution even when the mystery is solved. | love this main character--Cetin Ikmen, a chain-
smoking atheist who is married to Fatma, a devout Muslim. They have nine children and live in a crowded
apartment, mostly because Ikmen is squeaky clean and doesn't take bribes. His group of co-workers and
friends are also very interesting. Thisisthe fourth in series (with many more to come) and despite my
enjoyment of the character and the culture immersion provided by the book, the mystery itself was destined
to be disappointing and | foresee the same thing happening with othersin the series. | will likely carry
on...the books are well written and as | said, interesting from a cultural perspective. But | will continue to



leave lots of space between them.

Cheryl says

I have not been back to Turkey for agood ten years after living there for 13 years. So this book brought back
many memories. The plot was excellent. | have fallen in love with cet?n ?kmen. someone not to familiar with
the country | think would find this quite interesting . i will be reading the rest of Cet?n’s books and i hope his
integrity stays with him. | would prefer less sex but the book's subject did call for it. i do recommend it.

Elizabeth says

Inspector Ikmen begins by trying to solve the case of the brutal death of ateenage girl, afriend of his
daughter's. Before he isfinished he has stirred up old hidden crimes and heisleft disillusioned because he
has to kowtow to powers beyond his control if heisto keep his family and friends safe.

Victoria Sayar says

L ove these Books

Asever, another great read from the most wonderful Barbara Nadel. I've lived in Turkey for 16 years yet she
has introduced me to so much | didn't know about Istanbul and her stories are so well written with such
wonderful trueto life characters.

Cathy says

Este ndo é o género de livro que costumo apreciar. Associado, desde hd uns anos que as tradugdes para
portugués me fazem revirar 0s olhos. Assim, as espectativas inicias eram francamente baixas.

No entanto, este livro surpreendeu-me. Para alguém que dificilmente se deixa cativar por policiais, dei por
mim sempre a questionar-me como tudo se ligava. A verdade € que me prendeu até ao fim. A cadénciafoi
excelente. E o fim ndo eranada expetével e estranhamente realista. A autorando caiu natentagdo de criar um
personagem principal impossivel que se liberta de todas as situagtes. Ikmen € extremamente humano e
credivel.

Adorei toda a descricdo do império otomano, 0s seus costumes e carateristicas; bem como, do vislumbre da
Turquia. Todaacriticasocial e politicaimplicita na histéria tornaram-na ainda melhor.

A traducdo também me pareceu de boa qualidade.

Sem duvidavou voltar aler outros livros desta autora.

Jelena MilaSinovi? says

This one was much darker and bleaker than the previous books. It was enjoyable to read, but somehow sad -



like aworld you knew and liked was ending. Replaced by something unknown, but darker.

Chrissays

Inspector Ikmen rocks in this page turning thriller. But the rock of Ikmen'sintegrity is tested to itslimitsin
this book. Ikmen begins investigating the murder of one his daughter's coworkers and is swept into an
international conspiracy theorist's dream about sex and power. Meanwhile on the homefront his daughter is
falling in love with a Jewish boy, his brother-in-law is moving in with him to die, and one of his officersis
engaging in some inappropriate behavior. At the same time a Turkish movie star from Hollywood returns
home to become the focus of Ikmen's attention and we get to visit the sewers and the underground of
Istanbul. The thing | love most about Ikmen is how different heisfrom al the other stereotypical policemen
in crime fiction who are all career focused, lonely, divorced, and like to drink. Ikmen has nine kids and lives
in a crowded apartment. He is devoted to his job but also to hisfamily and hiswife, Fatima. Needless to say
he couldn't spend so much time at work if he didn't have such a good partner in hiswife. In this episode
Fatimais gone most of the time so Ikmen gets to bond with his teenage daughter who has always been a
source of concern to him.




