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A magical novel about a young Iranian woman lifted from grief by her powerful imagination and love
of Western culture.

Growing up in a small rice-farming village in 1980s Iran, eleven-year-old Saba Hafezi and her twin sister,
Mahtab, are captivated by America. They keep lists of English words and collect illegal Life magazines,
television shows, and rock music. So when her mother and sister disappear, leaving Saba and her father
alone in Iran, Saba is certain that they have moved to America without her. But her parents have taught her
that “all fate is written in the blood,” and that twins will live the same life, even if separated by land and sea.
As she grows up in the warmth and community of her local village, falls in and out of love, and struggles
with the limited possibilities in post-revolutionary Iran, Saba envisions that there is another way for her story
to unfold. Somewhere, it must be that her sister is living the Western version of this life. And where Saba’s
world has all the grit and brutality of real life under the new Islamic regime, her sister’s experience gives her
a freedom and control that Saba can only dream of.
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From Reader Review A Teaspoon of Earth and Sea for online ebook

Diane S ? says

Iran, before the revolution when woman had some freedom, could attend school and many other liberties that
we here in the states take for granted and after with the Mullahs and the morality police, all liberties and
freedoms taken away. This is the setting for this novel, it is the story of two twin girls, their family and their
neighbors and friends. When one of the twins believes her mother and sister have left for America, leaving
her and her father behind, she invents stories about her sister and how her sisters life in America is playing
out. Loving all things from this country, the music, the TV shows and the books, she learns as many English
words as she can in the hope that one day she can go and find her sister and mother. The stories about the
sister was an interesting literary device but I felt that these stories tended to go on much to often, and
although I do understand the meaning behind them I feel I still would have understood if they had been
shorter. I found myself skimming them. Of course life never turns out the way we plan and such was the case
in this novel. I did finish this book with a pretty decent understanding of this country and its treatment of
women, the story and the mystery of what really happened to her sister and mother definitely pulled me in.
The characters were well rounded and I came away with the feeling that I knew them and wanted things to
go well for them. This was a good book, excellent in many ways and I look forward to reading more from
this author.

Mike Keren says

I don't have the superlatives to describe this book. I finished it 3 days ago and it has stayed with me, haunting
my dreams and occupying my waking hours. Elegantly written, this novel captures the power of imagination
and fantasy to heal our psychological wounds and cope with trauma. The book's protagonist, a young Iranian
girl at the start of the revolution and her twin sister are separated; she is also separated from her mother.
throughout the novel you do not know if the sister is alive or dead, if she is alive is she living an immigrant's
life in the US? We don't know if her mother is in prison, dead or also living an immigrant's life in America.
Neither does the protagonist.
She uses imagination and fantasy to cope. She is supported by a series of substitute moms among her
neighbors in rural Iran. She has a complicated relationship with her father, stressed by the secrets regarding
her mother. She is surrounded by her two best friends, a young man and woman of lower social status than
she, but the friendship is deep and complicated by romantic feelings as their friendship ages.
Without giving away the endings the story moves towards climactic marriages, religious violence, and an
ultimate victory marked by satisfaction and victory.

Imi says

I was hoping A Teaspoon of Earth and Sea would be an exploration of the relationship of twin sisters and the
grief of losing one another. The idea of a young Iranian girl coping with her grief through her imagination
and stories, after her twin sister, Mahtab, and her mother supposedly disappear, intrigued me. Saba invents
stories about her sister's life in America, believing that being a twin must mean her sister is alive and that
lives will remain linked, no matter how much earth and sea separates them.



Unfortunately, this plot seems to have been more of a sub-plot, never the main focus of the narrative as a
whole. Even worse, I can't work out what was the focus of the novel. It's more like Nayeri had several
different ideas and plots in mind, and instead of focussing on one, she combined all of them into one novel.
The only way all these different sub-plots are linked together is that they are vaguely related to Saba. And
none of them were strong enough the carry the whole novel. I can't help thinking that Nayeri should have
chosen one relationship and plot to focus on.

I wish that relationship was Saba and Mahtab's, which we learn very little about. As it is Mahtab is nothing
more than a plot device. Mahtab's fantastical parallel life is so obviously untrue, that there is no real faith
behind it. It's clear to everyone (including Saba, I think) right from the start know that Mahtab is (view
spoiler). These sequences are superficial and also feel overly long. They drag and I found myself wanting to
skim them, because they revealed nothing about Saba, her grief process or the development of the plot,
especially when she's started her adult life and so much else happens to her. It's inconceivable that she would
continue to believe in this elaborate fantasy for so long.

Even though I felt the novel failed to explore the relationships of the characters, there was still another
seemingly important theme: the conflict of a wealthy Christian family attempting to live in rural Islamic
village in post-revolutionary Iran. Unfortunately, this was another theme I felt wasn't sufficiently explored.
Sure, there was the initial disappearance of the mother (which may or may not have been related to her
religion), the difficulties of women living in a highly patriarchal society, two horrific assaults, and an
execution of a character Saba has never even met, but other than that village life barely changes after the
revolution and the Christian family seems to face surprisingly little resistance from the rest of the villagers.
It's like the author suddenly realised the family had it too easy, so added in the assaults/execution to add to
the conflict of this theme, and then went back to focussing on other themes. In fact, Nayeri even mentions in
the author's note at the end that it would be "uncommon" to have "a prominent Christian family living mostly
unbothered in a village" in Iran, but that she chose to ignore these "details". I don't really understand why she
would have decided it important to make the family Christian, if she wasn't interested in exploring this
theme? This is another side of the novel that felt unfinished.

I'm sadly left feeling this was an unremarkable read that didn't realise it's potential. Perhaps if Nayeri had
tried to find more of a focus, then the novel would have felt more complete.

Booknblues says

A Teaspoon of Earth and Sea
By Dina Nayeri
5 stars
p. 423

I find myself drawn to coming of age tales and I particularly loved Dina Nayeri's novel, A Teaspoon of
Earth and Sea, which is set in Gilan Province in post -revolutionary Iran. In 1981 young Saba Hafezi loses
both her mother and twin sister. She believes that her sister Mahtab and her mother have traveled to America
to escape the religious regime. This however, is not everyone's belief and at first there is a bit of a mystery
about it.

Saba's father is wealthy and a Christian a fact which he must keep hidden. Because he is raising Saba alone
he welcomes the local village people into his home so they can assist him in raising his daughter. Saba in



turn becomes best friends with two of the village children, Ponneh, a girl and Reza a boy who both her and
Ponneh love. We get to experience life in this village and even gain some insight into there thoughts. While
post-revolutionary Iran may not be appealing, life in this village where the people love and support each
other is.

As Saba grows she secretly listens to Western music , reads their books and learns English as she hopes to
join her mother and sister someday. She even develops stories about what her sister Mahtab is doing in the
United States and tells them to the local villagers:

"Before we open the envelope from Harvard, I must be sure you understand. You see, Khanom and Agha
Mansoori, this isn't only about education. Mahtab needs a father. Can you imagine how much she must mess
Baba? Maybe as much as I miss Maman. But unlike me Mahtab fills the holes in her own heart through the
strength of her will. she is clever, and she doesn't sit around and suffer. So as she tears open the envelope,
she is imagining herself in the warm, secure arms of Baba Harvard--the world's perfect father, with his deep
pockets and endless erudition and mild discipline and visionary philosophy. She turns it over in her hand,
examines the Cambridge postmark, runs her fingers over her own address. Its neither thick nor thin. She rips
it open, hands shaking and scans. Sadly, I don't have the knowledge to recreate this letter for you, but
basically this:

Dear Ms. Hafezi,
Something something...WAITING LIST...Some other hings.
Sincerely,
Harvard College
"Well I don't believe this!" says Khanom Mansoori with a huff. "Who is this Agha Harvard who thinks he can
make our Mahtab wait? Soes he know she can chatter all day in English? She must know a thousand big
words!"

Saba has comfort and love in her home village and yet she eternally longs for a different life, the one that she
imagines that her sister Mahtab is living. There is something so touching about this story, that I couldn't put
it down.

Dina Nayeri is an Iranian by birth and she left Iran when she was 10 years old. By writing this novel she was
able to recreate what she so loved about the country as well as give the western reader insight into what life
was like in the country after the revolution. Because Nayeri hasn't lived in Iran, she did a great deal of
research about it and some of the people who helped her with it she was not able to name in the book. I was
impressed by her writing and hope to read more from her in the future.

Marie-Paule says

How do you cope with the knowledge that you have a responsibility in your sister's death? And in the
disappearance of your mother? This beautiful book tells about the tremendous power of daydreaming,
pretending it all didn't happen, replacing the truth with far better fantasies. A very powerful coming-of-age
tale...
Yet this book is so much more. It tells you about everyday life in postrevolutionary Iran. How do you survive
in a religious totalitarian state, where everything is forbidden, and where there are no clear rules, especially
for women? How do people survive in such cruel conditions? And is it a coincidence that the women in this
book are much more braver than men ?



And last, what gives this book its lustre, is the Persian art of storytelling. Read and enjoy!

Val says

Set in a fictional village near the Caspian sea in Iran, this novel clearly shows the differences between Pre-
Shah Iran and Post-Shah Iran, especially related to the life of teenage girl Saba, her friends Reza and Ponneh,
the rest of her neighbours, her Maman, Baba and sister Mahtab.

Her family being torn apart when she was still a kid, Saba grows up surrounded by old gossiping women and
prejudices against her sex. However hard her childhood and teenage seem to be, she always finds relief in the
letters she allegedly receives from her twin sister, her smuggled music cassettes and her old American
magazines.

Saba believes, considering every adventure Mahtab lives, that there is eventually a way to improve her life,
to reach her dreams and live the life she's always wanted.

That way, this novel is amazing and very empowering, since it shows in a clear way how much women could
and can overcome to reach their final destinations, if they really want to do so. However I cannot say this is a
feminist novel, but still a very good read for people who want to know a bit more about women's lives in
other societies and different cultures.

Dina says

Well, it's my book, so I'll go ahead and give it a five :)
But I do hope you enjoy it! And I hope you'll write to me and let me know what you think. My email address
is on my website (www.dinanayeri.com).
xxDina

Jessa says

A Teaspoon of Earth and Sea is probably one of the most lovely well-written books I have read in quite a
long time. The book revolves around the history of an Iranian young woman named Saba. When we join
Saba as a child she just lost her mother and sister in a mysterious situation and while everyone tells her they
are dead, she believes they escaped the post-revolution Iran and they are happy living in America without
her.

The book follows this young woman on her journey as someone raised as the twin who was not as strong, not
as smart, not as special. Raised by a feminist mother and Christian parents in a conservative Muslim world,
Saba has trouble adjusting and fitting into a world that wants to cage and stifle her. What makes it worse, she
longs for her dreams of a free and independent America where she believes her sister to reside.

That is a simplistic summary of an intricate book. Dina Nayeri's novel succeeds because of its complete
relatability. Even as we learn about the pasadars, moral police, and female brutality that Saba and her best
friend Ponneh witness and experience first hand, she also tells us about the family and community. Just as



women as subjugated, they also come across as the strength of the community. The neighborhood women
come to support and raise Saba after her mother's disappearance and though she has a father, they are the
ones who navigate her through the post-revolutionary Iran. Just as we learn about the poverty we learn about
the richness of the rich food and beautiful landscapes that make up Iran. Nayeri forces the reader to realize
that life is complex. As much as we all would like to escape and run away from home, it is still home.

Saba's dreams and creation of another world and stories for her twin sister, is also telling. As a twin, Saba
sees her sister Mahtab as her mirror image. Though she believes Mahtab to be in America, she creates
images and stories that depict her sister to be living the exact life she is living in Iran, the same troubles play
out in slightly different formats and in vastly different landscapes. While Mahtab has difficulties feeling like
an immigrant in in America and not knowing how to live without her twin, Saba has the same issue. Raised
as a rich, intelligent, liberal Christian, she always feel partly left out of the Iran she grew up in, especially
without her sister. As Mahtab struggles to find independence in America, Saba struggles to make it through
two messed up marriages, one which is completely void of love. Through these rules and marriages she still
finds a way to revolt and find an independent voice.

The dichotomy is amazing and though this book takes place in a completely different landscape with
different cultural norms, it is easy to relate to this book about belonging and leading an imaginary life and a
real life. It is a fantastic novel and so well-written. Everyone should read this.

Angie Fanset says

This book surprised me in that I expected to like it, really wanted to like it, but I just didn't. I did not find any
of the characters likable, and that's a must in order for me to enjoy a story. The telling was very disjointed
and too drawn out for me. The author reveals something at the beginning that, in my opinion, ruins the rest of
the story, but I know what she was trying to do. I did enjoy learning about the Iranian culture pre- and post-
revolution.

Mi Camino Blanco says

La protagonista pertenece a la única familia cristiana en una población enteramente musulmana del Irán rural
y tiene que enfrentarse muy joven a la desaparición de su madre y de su hermana gemela, carga que la
acompaña durante toda su adolescencia y de la que se evade imaginando la vida paralela que estará
experimentando su hermana en el país de las oportunidades, un Estados Unidos idealizado a través de
revistas y series de tv clandestinas.

Pero esta novela promete mucho más de lo que luego ofrece . Los posibles conflictos que las circunstancias
religiosas podrían acarrear apenas están desarrollados, el despertar al amor en una sociedad de matrimonios
concertados también se queda un poco flojo, la amistad, los lazos entre hermanas, las formas de afrontar el
duelo... todos eran tramas muy interesantes para tejer pero no terminan de encajar de ese modo que en otros
libros da como resultado una historia redonda.



En mi opinión se queda únicamente en un loable intento.

https://www.micaminoblanco.blogspot.c...

Jaime Boler says

In 1981, eleven-year-old Saba Hafezi shows her best friend, Ponneh, an issue of Life Magazine dated
January 22, 1971. The young Iranian girls look at the pages, featuring a newly-engaged Tricia Nixon, in awe.
“Ta-ree-sha Nik-soon,” Saba says, is “the daughter of the American Shah.”

As far as the two girls are concerned, Ms. Nixon’s world is straight out of a fairy tale. “She is a princess.
Shahzadeh Nixon.” Saba soaks up the four-page magazine spread of the smiling young woman and her beau,
Ed Cox. For Saba, the main character in Dina Nayeri’s breathtakingly beautiful debut novel, A Teaspoon of
Earth and Sea, the daughter of the American president is vibrant and mysterious, and she is, above all,
American. Saba is enamored of everything American. And it’s very easy to understand why—post-
revolutionary Iran is no place for a girl to grow up in.

Overnight, or at least it seemed so to Saba, the “pro-scarf people” overthrew the “pro-hair government.” Just
like that, the things Saba loves—nail polish, shorts, bare arms in summer, new music—are forbidden. Every
part of Saba’s body must be covered. Nayeri writes, “They [the new government] shut up beautiful things in
dark places, so no one can see…What do you do when you want to douse a fire? You throw a big, heavy
cloth over it, deprive it of oxygen.” That is exactly what the Ayatollah Khomeini and his supporters do to
Iranian women.

But, in the summer of 1981, Saba does not yet care about all that. Her concern is Mahtab. Without her twin
sister, Saba feels like an important piece of her body and her soul is missing. What really happened to
Mahtab, and to their mother, who disappeared the same day, is a mystery to Saba.

Saba cannot remember much about that day; everything is “muddled memories within memories.” She
recalls feeling dizzy, and her head ached. It had hurt ever since “that night on the beach,” but she is oblivious
as to what occurred or how she injured herself. Saba is clear about one thing: she thought they were all going
to take a plane to America, her mother, her sister, and herself. Her father was to stay behind for the time
being.

That was not to be. As Nayeri wisely maintains“memory plays such cruel tricks on the mind.” Saba can only
recall seeing a woman dressed similarly to her mother, holding the hand of a little girl who looked just like
Mahtab, getting onto an airplane to America.

Just like that, they vanish out of Saba’s life forever. Nothing can fill the void of her twin, not Ponneh, not her
father, and not even Reza, a boy she has a crush on.

Because Iranians believe that “all of life is written in the blood” and that twins must share the same fate,
Saba believes that everything she experiences and endures her twin must also face and live through. Thus,
Saba imagines her sister’s life in America.



America, or at least the America that exists in her mind, captivates Saba. She comes up with elaborate tales
in which Mahtab confronts a problem or learns a lesson that Saba has recently tackled. Since Saba is so
obsessed with American television (Family Ties, Growing Pains, The Wonder Years, and The Cosby
Show—all family dramas), each episode of Mahtab’s life lasts no longer than 22.5 minutes, the average
length of a 30-minute TV show, minus the commercials. These chapters help Saba feel closer to her sister,
who is surely “conquering the world so many scoops of a teaspoon away.”

Since Saba herself cannot attend a prestigious university (she will marry instead), Mahtab gets accepted into
the very best American institution of higher learning—Harvard. Nayeri expertly personifies Harvard
University—“Baba” Harvard. The university becomes Mahtab’s father since Mahtab’s true father is absent.
Baba Harvard is kind, comforting, stern when necessary, and paternalistic.

Saba holds onto the hope that her sister is living the American dream, an Iranian Tricia Nixon, even though
those around her insist her sister’s fate lies elsewhere. Saba knows this, too. Yet Iranians place a high value
on the art of storytelling. “At the end of every tale, Nayeri explains in her story, “the storyteller is required to
do the truth-and-lies poem, the one that rhymes ‘yogurt’ and ‘yogurt soda’ (maast and doogh) with ‘truth’
and ‘lies’ (raast and doroogh).” Lying “well is crucial” in Iran, but Saba must stop lying to herself if she is to
have a life of her own.

This story is very personal for Nayeri. A Teaspoon of Earth and Sea is Nayeri’s own dream of Iran, “created
from a distance just as Saba invents a dreamed-up America for her sister.” Saba “longs to visit the America
on television” just as strongly as Nayeri longs “to visit an Iran that has now disappeared.” A Teaspoon of
Earth and Sea is Nayeri’s very “own Mahtab dream.”

What a dream Nayeri has invented for us. A Teaspoon of Earth and Sea effectively transports the reader to
post-revolutionary Iran and into this small village. Nayeri’s passion and elegance are visible throughout her
tale as she explores themes such as love, loss, friendship, family, identity, and memory. Most of all, she
illustrates how stories have the power to transform our lives.

Mimi says

A moving journey about a young girl growing up during the Iranian Revolution of 1979 and coming face to
face with drastic cultural and social changes. Told through weaving prose and a believable voice, the
narrative is similar to that of other fictional texts written about immigrant life, identity, and struggles. So not
unlike the works of Amy Tan, Maxine Hong Kingston, Jhumpa Lahiri, or Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie.

The story is about young twin girls Saba and Mahtab Hafezi growing up in a fictional farming village in Iran.
The girls have a special hobby which is forbidden under the new regime: they love to collect American pop
culture and basically everything American. They clip magazine articles about life in America, secretly watch
American sit-coms and movies, listen to rock music, and make up stories about how great it would be if they
lived in America, instead of where they are now. They dream of a life in which they don't have to live in
hiding, the life they had before the revolution. In reality, under the new regime, life is difficult for everyone,
but especially for women and girls.

One day, Saba and Mahtab, along with their mother, are separated. Saba stays behind with their father. She
doesn't remember much about that day or what happened afterward, and so she assumes her mother and
sister must have gone to America and that she and her father will join them at a later time. During the



separation, to escape from her day to day life, Saba imagines Mahtab living the life they'd always dreamed of
somewhere in Middle America and doing normal average American things, like have friends, hang out with
her friends, go to school, etc. Basically all the things Saba could not do in Iran. These daydreams and wishes
keep her going, she believes, until the day she and Mahtab are reunited.

We've all read one too many of these fictional semi-autobiographical narratives to know that these stories,
what with an oppressive regime looming in the background, don't end well. So I will only say that Saba does
get to go to America later on in the story, and she comes face to face with the reality of an America she never
expected. To say any more would spoil the later parts of the book.

The focus on America and Americana might turn some people away from this story. Saba and Mahtab put
everything American on a pedestal, and their obsession does become grating after a while. But due to their
current circumstances, it's understandable that they would put America, as shown on the media, in place of
their escapism. Fictional America is a shining beacon of assumed freedom compared to the Khomeini
government, whose intent was/is to crack down on Western influence and return Iran to an extremely
conservative way of life.

A reader who's having a hard time with this book should keep in mind that America, or the ideal image of
America, seen through the eyes of an immigrant is vastly different from the America as seen by the people
who live here.

Those turned off by Americana might want to tune back in because every day life in Iran, both before and
after the revolution, is written beautifully and described in specific tangible details. The author Dina
Nayeri is an Iranian immigrant, and much of content of this book is taken from her own life and experiences.
She is influenced by both American and Persian music, so both are featured a lot throughout the story. It's a
good balance, and I find that the music enhances the events in the story. It's like having an author-selected
soundtrack to go along with the journey. Speak of which, an author-selected list of songs can be found here.

There are a couple of quotes I'd like to add, which I will as soon as I get the book back from a friend,
assuming she isn't going to keep it or lend it to another friend.

Full review is posted here by request. Originally posted at Wordpress and Booklikes.

— — — — —

I'd like to thank Heather Kirkpatrick of Riverhead Books and Will Martin of the Penguin Group for sending
me a copy.

Nancy H says

What a sad but yet amazing story! This is the story of Saba, a girl in Iran, who has lost her sister and her
mother, and through her grief has built up elaborate stories about what actually happened to them. She lives
with her father, but it is after the religious mullahs have taken over Iran, and life is dangerous for Christians
(which they are, but which they have to hide) and especially for women and girls, who can be arrested,
beaten, and even killed for no reason in the name of sharia law. It is a mesmerizing tale of what Saba has to
do to survive and to have a life, all despite the horrible things that have happened to her.



Lisa says

I received this book from the Library Thing early reviewers program. This is just the sort of book that I
would expect to absolutely love. Set in Iran in the 1980's, it is about a twin who loses her mother and sister,
and is grappling with having been raised to be open-minded even though she is stuck in the restrictive
Iranian culture. This book is beautifully written and absolutely transports you into the world of 1980's Iran. It
was an easy but rich read and the author is obviously extremely talented. Honestly, I can't quite put my
finger on why I didn't enjoy it. Possibly it is just my own intense reaction to the paternalistic culture of Iran,
but also it could be that I just didn't like the characters. It annoyed me that Saba kept insisting that her sister
was alive, even though from the first pages (this isn't a spoiler) it's pretty clear that she's not. It was an
inventive way for her to live out her fantasies, though, so it's a clever literary tool. Anyway, what I'm trying
to say is that you should probably read this one for yourself and be the judge. I can't tell you my resistance,
but it does have all the makings of a fine novel.

Lama Sh A says

A Teaspoon of Earth and Sea is a novel which revolves around Iran before and after the revolution. I'm so
delightful to announce that Nayeri succeeds in portraying Iran with plentiful of images of its Caspian sea, its
splendid villages and cities, and its storytellers.

The Islamic revolution has brought many changes to the lives of the Iranians. Some, however, are still
unwilling to compromise and accept these changes. Saba, the main character of the novel, is one of these
people. Throughout the story, she, persistently, attempts to bypass the laws that the revolutionaries have
imposed upon the lives of the Iranians. That is, Saba has always loved to read foreign books, which, are now
banned in Iran. Also, her favorite movies, are illegal foreign ones. She, even, secretly smokes and drinks, and
enjoys the smallest pleasures that were accepted before the revolution.

Saba, also, emphasizes the rigid laws that have been forced on the Iranian women. After the revolution, they
were obliged to cover themselves from head to toe. They, even, are not allowed to wear something that is
colorful, for fear it reveals their feminine characteristics. In other words, they are only allowed to wear black
"chadors". Black chadors, for me, only overcast upon the Iranian women the gloomy state they are being
subjected to. However, some of these women, like Saba, do not condescend to these laws. They break them
by wearing a red shoe, or something that is colorful which is hidden by these black chadors. But, if they were
ever been caught by one of the "moral police", they would be hit by them just exactly what happened to
Saba's childhood friend, Ponneh.

Despite the danger that Saba puts herself in, she continues to rebel against the Islamic laws. The fact that
Saba descends from a rich family, makes part of her resistance continuous. That is, the fact that her father,
who is a rich villager, is a friend of an Islamic mullah who shadows him and his family from the "moral
police". However, these facts do not deny that Saba is not rebellious in her nature. On the contrary, she was
born and raised on rebellious principles.

It is important to mention that the "moral police" are not even "moral". That is, it is so ironic that they, who
are the ones that are supposed to sustain morality among Iranian people, are themselves immoral. Actually,



this is revealed by mullah Ali, Saba's father's friend, when he visits Saba's home to enjoy the smallest
pleasures by smoking hashish and opium. So, living in a society which is being ruled by corrupt government,
makes the situation worse.

Moving on, Saba is not only a rebellious young lady, but also a brilliant storyteller. As a matter of fact,
storytelling is in the blood of the Iranian women. Saba concocts stories about her twin sister's unknown
destiny after a drowning accident in the Caspian sea. By making up stories about her sisters, she tries to
revive her twin sister's existence. However, in the end, after not knowing what exactly happened to her sister
after that night, and after finally achieving her dream in travelling to America, she stops telling stories about
her because she wants to live her own now.

Last but not least, I congratulate every Iranian woman, and every other women around the world, and hold
on their hands, for their rebellious souls and great work towards making change in the lives of the Iranians.
And as Benjamin Franklin once said: "Any society that will give up a little liberty to gain a little security will
deserve neither and lose both."

* Never give up on your dreams.
* Stop dreaming and start working for your dreams.
* Love does not always win.
* If love does not offer you its wings of comforts, leave.
* Sacrifice for the sake of whom you love.
* Be there in time of need.
* Only die for someone who at least has a fever for you.


