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1  One hungry heron, tall and still, crooks her leg and tips her bill.

2

Two drowsy catfish, way down deep, snuffle through the muck, then go to sleep.

3

Three darting dragonflies hover and dip. Whiz! Pause! Whiz! Zoom! Zoom! Zip!

The scene starts out quietly enough, but soon the lone heron is joined by two lazy catfish and three darting
dragonflies. Before you can say ten tiny turtles, the pond is alive with a great array of wetland wildlife.

Told in clever rhyme, this is a counting book with a difference. Numbers are spelled out in bold text,
decorated numerals adorn each page, and amounts are depicted by groupings of swimming, flapping,
paddling, darting pond creatures. Up to ten and down again, the count goes forwards and backwards, as
thunder rumbles in the background. Plip, plop, the rain begins and lightning flashes. Everything dives for
shelter and stays hidden - until the sun comes out. Then life returns to the pond providing a delightful search
and count last page.

Rarely is so much delivered in one spectacular counting book.
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From Reader Review One Hungry Heron for online ebook

Kelley says

Picture book received courtesy of Goodreads.com giveaway

I read this book and then gave it to my 8 year-old to check out. He loved it! He says the pictures are
"extraordinary" as well! It is a soothing story introducing children to the number 1-10 with beautifully drawn
lake animals. I would recommend this book for children 3-6. I'll be donating mine to our kindergarten
teachers!

Jeffrey says

A most charming counting book with a lively counting rhyme provided by Beck with delightful illustrations
by Karen Patkau which not only mirror Beck's text but provide us with detailed visions of the natural world
that are both accurate but also totally engaging

Barbra says

In this beautifully illustrated book readers will be able to count the many creatures of the wetlands. When a
rainstorm moves in they all scatter, life returns to the pond providing a delightful search and count last page.
For ages 3-6.

Dawn says

Interest in the author led me to this book. One of my colleagues told me about her controversial book, The
Waiting Dog. I guess it's controversial enough that our public library decided to not buy it. They have a
number of her other books though! We're going to go on a Carolyn Beck binge.

This one has great words. We especially loved the words as the storm started and all the animals took cover.

We figured it would be a great one to read with Reading Buddies. We also had a lot of great comments about
experiences we have had with snakes, frogs, beavers and snails.


