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How does awoman get over her one great love? With whitewater rafting, bluegrass, and a touch of
revenge...

Kaye is an extreme sports addict with akind heart and an axe to grind with her childhood sweetheart and ex-
husband, renowned writer Samuel Caulfield Cabral. While Samuel enjoys a celebrity lifein New Y ork, Kaye
remainsin their hometown of Lyons, Colorado, running her PR agency and chatting daily with Samuel's
family, the beloved Cabrals—first-generation Mexican-Americans who have embraced Kaye as their own.

But when Samuel returns home for his sister's wedding with a new love interest, stunning editor Caroline
Ortega, the gloves are stripped off. Kaye is determined to unearth the reasons behind the death of their
marriage and why two people who lived to love each other were driven apart, al leading to startling
revelations about Samuel, about life...and about herself.
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Squallogal says

Why we wait for the books.

People have asked me in the past why | yearn so hard to hold the book of a story | already know. | often find
it hard to explain.

Stories aren't dead things. Words live and bresthe on the page. In this case... they grow.

This story was familiar but is also incredibly new. It's the difference between driving past a house you know,
seeing the roof, coloured shutteres, the bricks. Y ou know the location and the look of it. Y ou know where the
birds nest near that eave in the corner. Y ou know the types of weeds growing in the side garden closest to the
fence because nobody can get past the bushesto pull them.

You know all these things but it all changes once you get invited inside. Turning the pagesislike crossing
through that open door for the first time. Y ou know where the birds roost but suddenly you can hear the

chirping.

Though Hydraulic Level Five was the story | expected it to be it was also much more. Reading things | never
imagined to grace the page.

It strummed upon my heart. It fought against me then manoeuvred behind to push of pull me in another
direction. | think this serieswill battle with me and maybe for me.

What | do think, above al else, isthat it will be one of those books | can't shake or forget. One | can't
confuse with amillion others.

Thisis great writing. Thisistrue storytelling and if | wereit's creator... I'd be so proud.

But I'm areader - I'm moved - and what more can you ask for but to feel the turning of the page?

Squally x

MELISSA *Mel Reader* says

REVIEW TO COME
(BR with Sharon)




Robin Hill says

Thelast bit threw me for aloop! Reserving my rating until | read book 2.

Kei ¢ lovelypagesr eviews ¢ says

5 marvelous star sl

Now, before | begin my review I’m going to rant... just alittle bit...

It's common knowledge that alot of fanfiction stories are being published. Now, this story is one of those;
but what does that really mean?

Does it mean that the author didn’'t actually WRITE every single word? No.

Does it mean that the author didn’t actually go through the process that every author goes when abook is
being editing or published? No.

Does it mean that the author didn’t spend HOURS — DAY S— WEEKS — OR EVEN Y EARS writing the
book and devoting personal timeto it? No.

Doesit mean that the author didn’t come up with an original idea based on afew names? No.
So what doesiit realy mean?
Why are people so hateful when it comes to those books?

Isit about the money? Sure you can google it and find it and read it for free — but you can also do that with
‘actual’ books FY| —so if it is not about the money, then what isit really?

Maybe the fact that, writing itself is not as easy as everyoneis making it out to be? Maybe the fact that alot
of people have tried to write fanfiction and were not successful, so abook is out of the question?

Unfortunately this literary world isfull of books that need awhole lot of editing to even begin to resemble a
good enough book, but no one is complaining about those despite the fact that the author is getting paid for a
crappy book that did not require as much time as a chapter by chapter fanfiction update does.

And whilewe're at it... Fifty Shades of Grey — it israther popular these days — a fanfiction story that not
only is being adored but is now getting amovie casting.

Hmmm...



Moving on!

Since we covered the whole fanfiction thing | want to say that I'm in love with this story. Totally and utterly
inlove. Yup.

I’'m sure | have read the sequel and | really don’t want to give away anything so | won't say much... I'll keep
that to myself.

A beautiful story about friendships, relationships, marriage, love, betrayal, hurt, survival, self-
destruction and so much more|l can’t even begin to tell you.

Plus, this story has more mature characters than what most books deal with.

Samuel and Kaye, seven years after their divorce, are both attending Danita’ s wedding. With their past and
the heartache, they both have so many things to talk about and clear the air around them. Samuel’s novels
keeps reminding Kaye about their past and what happened between the two. Now back in town with a new
girlfriend, Kaye has to try and get her answers so she can finally understand just what when through Sam’s
head when he told her, he couldn't be married to her anymore...

Each chapter has an extract from Sam’s novels, which is basically their childhood through his characters.

Epic doesn't even begin to describeit and asthe saying goes, don’t judge a book by it’s cover and | will
alter it alittle bit and say, don’t judge a book by it’s fanfiction history.

Sharon «o[Jisan emotional book junkie Cleo says

What could get better than an ex-husband coming back to town for his sister's wedding with his new,
gorgeous girlfriend? His sister who just happens to be his ex-wife's best friend. His ex-wife who just
happened to be his childhood best friend and first love. Throw in a couple of secrets and you have al the
makings for my kind of book!

But things aren't all rosy...thisbook is just atad confusing in the beginning but hang in there, it does get
better and things do get cleared up. It just takes a bit.

Samuel, the ex-husband, is an author so we get excerpts of his book. One of the problemsis, he mostly uses
people's middle names for who they are. For example, he is Samuel Caulfield so sometimes, he is Samuel
and sometimes he is Caulfield...he was easy to figure out, the others...not so much. In addition, the story goes
back to the past as well as the present. Throw in some rafting and skydiving analogies and you're all set.

But like | said, it does get better. What doesn't get better is the steaminess. Why you ask? Because...there. is.
NONE! That'sright...none! So, if you need that steam factor, this might not be for you. Hold on
though....there's awhole lot of intense romantic feelings with the possibility of more, so that might make it
worth it.



That's what really hooked me and | could not put this book down...reading it in one day. It was frustrating as

well because | wanted some answers! The problem is both Samuel and Kaye are figuring out things along the
way. Remember those secrets | talked about? Well, they start coming out but it's really s.l.o.w. It doesn't help
that we mainly get her POV and only get his through his books.

| really loved all the family interaction and the friends. The pranks were hilarious and the extreme sports that
they al liked was interesting as well.

Kaye (ex-wife) has alot of decisions to make. Can she ever forgive Samuel for what he put her through? Can
sheforgive him for what he didn't tell her? Can they get back the good in their relationship?

The book ends with some hope. It will be interesting to see where things go from where here. | would
definitely recommend having the next book ready to go! (Thanksto my BR, Melissa, for finding out thisisa
trilogy...which means we're gonna have to suffer till the last book comes out! LOL)

¢ ETA: Okay...so thereisthis"issue" and | just feel like | need to say something...I think if | had known, it
may have influenced me. It's abig issue in this book but mostly because it's a secret, however, it'samajor
issue in the next book and there are some rough scenes! Warning! ItisaHUGE spoiler. But for those of you
that need to know what happens in books, you will probably want to know this...again, HUGE spoiler - click
at your own risk! (view spoiler)

Favorite quotes:

v "Firecracker.”
She wrinkles her nose. “Why'd you call me that?’
“1 dunno. Y ou're kind of exciting and explosive, and you surprise me alot.”

v "Kaye,
Go home to Colorado. | don’t want to see you again. The roots between us are dead, we are dead..."

v “For thelife of me, | can't figure out what scene in Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy would have you in
tears.”

v “It’s shameful, because | have never desired anybody the way | desire you.” His voice grew hoarse. “And |
should have told you along time ago. | should have told you every single day.”

v "You don't get alot of happy endingsin real life."

v "But | was so hell-bent on being the perfect man for you, | forgot | just needed to be your man.”

¢+ BRw/Melissal




Rag says

25"Sorry" Stars

Kaye and Sam have been divorced for seven years. Now she runs some kind a business and Sam is afamous
and arich writer.Till this very day Kaye doesn't have answers. Why? Why did thier wedding go down the
drain? Where did things go wrong?

Sam's sister also Kaye's best friend is getting married. Kaye knows that thisis her time. Thisis the time that
she will have the opportunity to talk to Sam. Where did she go wrong?

I"d already married the love of

my life, lost him, and | was only just
old enough to cry over adrink at
happy hour.

This book...Man this book.....I had really high expectations for it. | read amazing reviews that made me fall
in love with it. But when | started the book everything fell. It wasreally..."blunt.” | really didn't enjoy it at
al. It took me awhileto finish this book because | just couldn't dread the feeling. | didn't want to finish it but
| just sucked it in and finished as best as | could. There were partsthat | didn't read | kept skipping pages.

I'm really sorry to those who loved it | tried | seriously did. | guessit wasn't my cup of tea. It was just boring
to me.

“I"'m sorry you don’t know how
lovely you are.”

“And I'm sorry I've made you feel
undesirable. It’s shameful”

Mysza says

**%x% 5 unholy cliff-hucker stars*****

WOW! Just WOW! This book was utterly beautiful. And | can't believeit's been hidden on my TBR for so
long. | can honestly say it is one of the best books | have ever read. The writing is remarkable, the author did
an amazing job with telling this story. | loved this book hard. It is an astonishing second chance romance. It
will break your heart while reading and put it back together in the end.

The story is about Kaye and Samuel, childhood friends, whose friendship transformed into great love. They
got married young, but after nineteen months Sam leaves Kaye without as much as word of explanation. Fast
forward seven years and they are attending Sam's sister wedding (who is also Kaye's best friend). Samiis
now a successful writer, who runs celebrity lifein New York and Kaye is extreme sports addict, running PR



agency and being still close with her ex-husband's family. While Sam clearly moved on with hislife and
comes to their hometown with a new girlfriend in tow, Kaye can't help the feelings she till has for her ex.
Sheis determined to find out the reasons for their marriage's failure, and maybe then she can move on either.
But as the story goes and more and more facts from the past are reveaed, it seemsthat everything they
believed in and everything they thought was true, is not what it seemed to be.

This story was so captivating. | had a hard time putting it down. | loved the emotional turmoil it put me
through. There is so much tension and angst while reading. Y ou read and you guess and you try to figure out
what happened and when you finally think you'll get the answers... nope, the story goes on. The anticipation
was killing me at times, but in a good way, it made me pissed or sad or happy or freaked out, it Simply made
me FEEL . But beside the emotiona part of the story, it had a good dose of humour too. | loved the pranks
they made to each other and all the interactions with their friends. The second characters were fabulous
addition to their story. But what | absolutely loved, was precisely Kaye and Sam.

Kaye was a strong heroine, she was a good girl with abig heart, kind, thoughtful and forgiving. She believed
in undying love and couldn't believe that theirs ended the way it did. She discovered along the way, that she
was also the one to blame, that she didn't give enough of herself to save their relationship.

And oh boy, did | love Samuel. He wasn't perfect, " so stunning it hurt, but still so flawed.” He made so
many, you may seem, hurtful things, that you should hate him, but you simply can't. | fell hard for this
tormented man, this sad boy with atroubled past, this wonderful friend and generally a man with faults like
all of us.

"I'msorry | filled your head with lies. I'm sorry you don't know how lovely you are. And I'm
sorry |'ve made you feel undesirable. It's shameful. It's shameful, because | have never
desired anybody theway | desire you. And | should have told you a long time ago. | should
have told you every single day."

"| want you. A lot. And | should have told you every single day, too - that was just as much
my failure asit was yours."

Buddy Read with my girl Nikki. Thank you luv!

Arabella ~?AB?~ says

uooo4.5 Starsi0 4

This book was so heart-wrenching | just could not put it down, | was literally aching for Kaye and | had to
find out what it was that broke the two apart. | think thisis probably my favourite second chance story ever,
it was so beautifully put together.

Samuel and Kaye were childhood friends, they fell in love and were married whilst young. After just 19



months of marriage, Samuel left Kaye without any reasonable explanation.

Since leaving, Samuel has become a famous author and when he returns 7 years later to attend his sisters
wedding with agirlfriend in tow, Kaye hasto ask herself why it isthat she hasn't been able to move on.

Their story isn't perfect, it's gutting in places and Kaye soon discovers Samuel's demons and they eventually
come to realise that they need to be honest and truthfully raw in order to move on from the past.

We have flashbacks to the past in the form of Samuel's current book, which helps us understand their

background and make us wonder what went wrong. This book is angsty and sad, but eventually there is hope
and forgiveness.

Thisisbook 1, Skygods continues their story.

Pavlina Read more sleep lessblogll [ says

45 EMOTIONAL STARS

Thiswas abig surprise for me...because | wasn't sureif | loveit.But believe me it was amazing and so
unique!! It captivated me from the beginning and made me want to read more and more!! It was absolutily
amazing!!!It was so realistic!!!l think everybody should giveit atry!!!l loved it so much that | didn't have a
problem that there wasn't sex in the book.Y ou know sometimes books are much better without sex!!lt was a
book about love,friendship, betrayal ,hurt and second chances.

What do you think about second chances? Isit easy to give second chances? Isit worthy?
Thisiswhat exactly you will find in this book..
Thisis Samuel's and Kaye's story.. They were friends when they were young and then they married..but

something happened and they divorced...Now after years Kaye she will see Samuel again in hissister's
wedding..

But Kaye hasn't dealt yet with the fact that they were not together and she is till in love with him!
Now they decide to give a second chance to themselves by becoming friends...But as the days past..Kaye
will learn some things that she didn't know....Sam has still feelings for Kaye too..

But are they going to admit it?Can they forget and forgive?



Both characters were so realistic! They have many issues and some of the things they did was stupid but till |
loved them so much!! Especially Samuel..He didn't has an easy childhood! He was a tormented author.| really
liked him!l liked Kaye! She still cares for Sam but she afraid to give away what she really feels.| dso loved a
lot Samuel's family who were everybody lovable characters. The memories from their childhood was also
beautiful!

The author's writing is so beautiful that | felt | was a part of the book!!!l got an ARC for the second book and
| can't wait to start it and follow Sam's and Kaye's journey in the second book...which Luciatold meit's more
emotional...so | must prepare myself....before | start it!!l'm so anxious for the next book!!

If you are looking for something unique read it!!!

Mallory says

4 emotionally gutted stars

| can't write areview for thisbook. | can't even write much about it. All | can say isthat it has emotionally
gutted me. The writing was outstanding, and the cast of characters a cut above.

To be honest, | don't know if | even want Kaye and Samuel to be together. | don't think Samuel deserves her
for what he put her through, and for how he never gave her true answersto pertinent questions. What really
got me was that there are still tons of questions that have no answers. | know that there's a second book, but |
feel like | need more closure on this chapter. The whole Caroline thing makes me angry. | just don't
understand it. For those of you that have read this book (view spoiler)

Kaye ismy book HERO. Sheisfunny, strong, vulnerable and just so true to herself. | couldn't ask for more
from her. But | could ask for more for her.

| seriously hope the second book gives me the answers that I'm looking for, and that Kaye gets what she
deserves. Asfor Samuel, I'm holding out judgement.

Jennifer Lane says

Ridethe Churning, Restless Rapids of a Second Chance at L ove
What arich and deep adult contemporary romance!

Kayeisin her late twenties and still in love with her childhood friend / ex-husband Samuel (even though it's
hard for "stubborn as super glue' Kaye to admit she still holds the candle for him). Kaye is an extreme sports
enthusiast, and she and her friend run a PR firm in Colorado. Meanwhile, since the divorce, Samuel has shot
up the bestseller charts as a famous author.



Samuel comes from a boisterous Hispanic family, and his sister Danitais about to get married. Naturaly,
Kaye is Danita's maid of honor, and naturally, Samuel will be in town for the big wedding. Though Kaye and
Samuel divorced six years ago, isit possible for them to rekindle a beautiful childhood love?

Kayeis quite aquirky character, and | wonder if the author is equally quirky. There's also much sadnessto
the story about two broken people trying to mend themselves and each other.

| am so not afantasy fan and at first | had trouble getting into the snippets from Samuel's wildly successful
fantasy series Water Srens. But when Samuel explains why he wanted to write faerie tales for hislittle

"firecracker" Kaye (cutest nickname ever), | fell for the fantasy completely.

Having finished his fantasy series, Samuel moves on to writing amemoir of his childhood love of Kaye, and
excerpts from this story alternate with present events. It makes for interesting reading.

There are some humorous moments in the story, like the time Kaye's attorney pretends to be her leshian
lover in order to make Samuel jealous, aswell as:

The morning had been spent calmly arguing over the phone with a ski rental client about why "Going down
with you since 1973" was not a family-oriented business slogan.

When we exited the theater after seeing Titanic, Hector shouted, "Hurry up, Kaye! There's only enough cars
in the parking lot for half of us!"

Kaye describing a spat between Samuel and his posh editor Caroline: There was tension in Versaceville

The characters develop in a gradual, satisfying way. Both Kaye and Samuel were young when they married,
and have made plenty mistakes. Samuel comes from a troubled background that makes you want to hug him.

"I don't need your pity," he said gently, firmly. "I'ma grown man, Kaye -- not that little boy anymore."
"But it doesn't mean | can't feel pain for that little boy. Or that | love himany less," | quietly added.
| like when Kaye says:

"Samuel, you have to get it into your head that when you shield people -- me, Danita -- from the big, bad
world, you cause more harm than good."

Thiswas atouching story and I'm excited there will be a sequel titled Skygods.

Nikki says

5 Cliff-Hucking Stars!!

Hydraulic Level Five —When water pours over an object hidden in the heart of theriver, water reverses
upstream and creates a white water hydraulic. River travelers are often trapped in its dangerous churn
indefinitely.



| am honestly surprised more folks haven't read this book. Very much atreasure and so refreshingly
different. | am still in awe, and | am almost pissed | have to write the review because | am so damned ready
to get to the next book!

So for some background here, a girl and aboy grow up together (they have their own language hence the
cliff hucker reference), high school/college sweethearts, get married very young...and divorced very young.
The story starts off with our heroine Aspen Kaye enjoying her latest extreme adventure with friends. Sheis7
years post-divorce and having trouble moving on from her first love. The divorce wasn't pretty, there were
some really terrible circumstances surrounding. And what makes that even more difficult is her first loveis
now like the Nicholas Sparks of the writing world, except heis young and hot (sorry Nicky just saying).

Over the past 7 years, she appears to be stuck in arut in her small town where they grew up in Colorado,
while he isricher than rich, with a new starlet on his arm in the tabloids every week. Samuel Cabral is
coming home though, and sheis dreading seeing him again. His sister and one of Kaye's BFF sis getting
married and they are both in the wedding. She is already nervous seeing him, but oh joy, heisn’t coming
alone. No friends, heis bringing a date with him.

Oh yeah, it’'s on beotch.

The “date” is Caroline, long time friend and publicist for Samuel. She sucks..A LOT. So buckle up ladies
and gents, this is one rough angst ridden ride.

Y ou can figure out pretty quickly that Samuel and Kaye have some mgjor issues to work through and you
can almost feel the fact that they still have a connection. The writing is freaking amazing. Man, you feel
Kaye's pain so much. She was a fantastic heroine, full of life and love. The story unravels very slowly and
you are just hooked. Y ou want answers, | needed answers!! My heart was just pounding, again going back to
the writing, but so many things | thought | had figured out to be surprised in the end. ** Oh and hoochie
warning** Thereis no sex in this book, but get over it. Thereis enough sexual tension you will want to
explode.

Absolutely love and recommend this book. It's so beautifully written and such an emotional journey. Off to
book #2!!

Another successful buddy read with my homegirl Mysza!! Muah girl now get your arse moving to numba
two! !

Zizz says

Therearebooksthat | really like. Somel love. Rarely | fall in lovewith them.| AM SO IN LOVE
WITH THISSTORY AND THISBOOK.

First with Sempre followed by Dusty and now Hydraulic Level Five. I'm beginning to believe that the best
book finds arein the fanfictiondom.

Kaye and Samuel have known each other since he was the quiet, serious six year old cousin from Boston
who was adopted by the Cabrals. Kaye lived next door with the Cabrals and with separated hippie parents,



she wanted nothing more than to be a Cabral. At first she was threatened by him. But Samuel and Kaye grew
up together.

Playing by St. Vrain Creek. Guitar lessons. Baseball games. Camping trips. Summer jobs.
Prom.

Our first kiss.

First date.

First time.

First marriage.

First love.

First everything, to our detriment.

Until 19 months into their marriage, Samuel tells Kaye (out of the blue) he couldn't be married to her
anymore. He upped and left and when she found him New Y ork, his betrayal stung so hard that she finally
had the resolveto file for adivorce. That was seven years ago. Since then they've only seen each other four
times - the last time was pretty disastrous.

But seven yearson, Kayeremained stuck while Samuel had moved on. He went on to become avery
successful author and afodder for Page Six articles as he dated famous people. Now, Samuel was coming
home for his sister's wedding with his writer/agent-editor-publicist-girlfriend.

With that on the horizon, Kaye resolves to be unstuck. She wanted answersto provide her the closure
shefelt she needed - to tie up the loose ends.

“But...what if getting unstuck meant letting go of Samuel? Not just physically separating
myself from him—I'd tried that already, and it hadn’t worked. What if it meant letting go of
thelovel dtill harbored for him, buried amidst bitterness, anger, regret? Was that what
Jaime meant when she said | wanted to be stuck? If so, | didn’t know if | was strong enough
tolet go.”

But was thisreally out of left field? Samuel's claim to fame is a book series where the lead character is
largely patterned after Kaye. In the concluding book, the character is called out on her lack of "periphera
vision." In hindsight, Kaye realized that there had always been that unfathomable sadnessin Samuel. She
had been so wrapped up in chasing their happily-ever-after, she didn't notice this until it knocked her flat.
She starts questioning the realness of their relationship. Was it friendship love mistaken for romantic love?
Did hejust smply outgrow her?

Samuel finally offers up answersto Kaye. "Weird symbiotic relationship” he callsit. They were too
dependent on each other - the kind that bordered on parasitism as opposed to mutualism. It was
dysfunctional. And when Samuel could no longer fight this overwhelming sadness (view spoiler), he decided
to let go of Kaye. He didn't want to drag her down with him. But he had never stopped wanting her. And
now he wantsto mend their friendship. But isit too late?



It came down to this: was sharing each other'slives (now asjust friends) and taking the
joysthat came with it, worth the heartache (if they find HEA with other people)...Could |
risk it with Samuel Cabral?

10.LIE: | don't love Samuel anymore.
TRUTH: Isit possibleto stop?

| wouldn't even classify thisas NA. | know most reviews criticize the abundance of side characters. They
were a bit distracting in the beginning and took alot more to digest versus your usual NA that focuses
mainly on the couple and the token best friend. But | find that so unoriginal and limiting. It was also essential
to the plot. Danita and Angel'simpending marriage, in particular, provided a stark contrast to their failed
one.

Instead of your usual NA fare, thisread like a very smart contemporary novel. Rich with meaning yet subtle
initsway. The language, the dialogues, the introspections and characters were mature and the story evokes
profound feelings from the reader. It is a second chance romance without the trappings of a simplistic plot
where angst and intensity (of the dialogue, of the characters and sexual tension) are the driving factors of the
story. In lieu of intensity, we get depth. | experienced the whole gamut of human emotionsreading this
book - for Kaye'slack of self-esteem and her struggle to accept things to move forward. The writing was
beautiful - not lyrical nor poetic ala Gayle Foman - but equally insightful and brimming with wisdom. If you
appreciate deep, complex and mutifaceted reads - with so many layersto it, you need to read this.

Thiswasastory of truelove, falling apart, lack of communication, guilt, grief, profound heartbreak,
anger, self-preservation, self-discovery, mending fences and for giveness. It is bitter sweet. Moving. So
utterly poignant

Lucia says

Thisis The book that you will never forget once you read it. This story will make you feel everything
from anger, hurt and despair to love, passion and hope. A MUST-READ!

My Kaye and Samue!:

Childhood friends, highschool sweethearts, early marriage, quick and ugly divorce. Now, seven years | ater,
Kaye and Samuel have to meet again - at his sister's and her best friend's wedding. Seems like now is best
time for Kaye to get answers and revenge...

Kaye, even after so many yearsis still questioning herself where did their relationship go wrong. Sheis
blaming herself and she is unable to move on with her life. Samuel is famous successful writer with a new
girlfriend by his side - seems like he moved on without problems. But reality is that he has his own demons
which are very hard to fight against.

Hydraulic Level Fiveisone of the BEST stories| have ever read! It was so good that | am not able to



praise it enough. This story literally owned me and completely captured me right from the very beginning. It
was totally addictive reading with excellent style of writing. Main themes of Hydraulic Level Five are
forgiveness, honesty, new beginnings, dealing with the past. So beside the perfect storyline, some heavy and
serious issues were discussed in this book, which made this story very real and special for me.

We get a glimpse of their childhood times and let metell you, little and young Samuel is so adorable in this
story. | had no other choice than to fall in love with his young as well as adult version. And | truly liked
Kaye too. She was unhappy but strong and willing and | could definitely understand reasons for her
behaviour.

No oneisideal in this story, no oneis either black or white, good or bad and this story shows us that people
change during their lives. | loved everything about this story! There were parts that |eft me swoon, parts that
made me laugh or parts that |eft bittersweet sad feeling in me.

Thisis not astandalone. But agreat thing is that there is absolutely no cliffhanger! | highly recommend you
to read this book, it has everything a great realistic emotional contemporary novel should have had. |
LOVED IT!

* ARC provided by author as an exchange for honest review*

MORE REVIEWS ON MY BLOG Reading IsMy Breathing

Brandi says

** 4 25 Stars**

A heart-wrenching story about childhood friends who fall in love, marry and divorce after 19 short months.
What happened to Kaye and Sam? Why did he leave? | was aching to discover what had come between these
two people who obliviously loved each other. Unfortunately for me, RL and a cold, constantly kept me from
my kindle, when all | wanted to do was spend time with these characters.

“| was barely twenty-one! Most people haven’t even met their spouses at that age, you know that? 1'd
already married the love of my life, lost him, and | was only just old enough to cry over a drink at happy
hour. What do you want me to say? | failed at love.

With her best friend/ex sister-in-law getting married, Kaye must prepare for her ex, Sam's return, after 7
years. Since their separation, he has become a successful writer, while she has embraced extreme sports and
building her PR firm. So when Sam shows up with his new girl-friend, Kaye decidesit istimeto finally get
some answers.

" Each week, we both ask the other one question . You ask your question on one day, and I'll ask mine
the next day.”



Kaye and Sam begin asking their questions, and oh boy was that hard to read at times. These two broke my
heart. | could fedl the love and the despair, anxiously waiting to learn what had happened, and if they could
overcomeit.

"1’'m scared— no, terrified— to forget this. Us. | need to get it down on paper beforeit’stoo late, and
those little details are completely gone from my mind. | don’t want to lose them. Tell meit isn’t the same
for you, and I'll leave you alone."

Hydraulic Level Fivethefirst part of Kaye and Sam's story, which continues in Skygods. For my smutty
loving friends, the steam in this one is SUPER low, but the emotion was high. | really enjoyed this one, and
look forward to continuing Kaye and Sam's story.

*Favorite quotes*

"I"d been so wrapped up in chasing our happily-ever-after, | hadn’t noticed until it knocked me flat."

"I wasn't strong like you , Kaye. | needed you to stay above water, but instead | dragged you down."

"How could | care about her that way? She wasn't you. No one has ever been you."

"God, | wish | could go back. But | was so hell-bent on being the perfect man for you, | forgot | just needed
to be your man."

“Firecracker,” he breathed against my ear, “ please, just kiss me back.”




