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The powerful new novel from Kimberley Freeman.

A rich and satisfying story of two women with indomitable spirits and the high costs they haveto pay
for being strong-minded, from the author of the bestselling Lighthouse Bay and Ember | sland.

A story about love, motherhood, and learning whom you belong to in the world.

In 1874, wild and willful Agnes Resolute finally leaves the foundling home where she grew up on the bleak
moors of northern England. On her departure, she discovers that she was abandoned with a small token of
her mother: a unicorn button. Agnes had always believed her mother to be too poor to keep her, but Agnes
has been working as alaundress at the foundling home and recognises the button as belonging to the
imperious and beautiful Genevieve Breckby, daughter of alocal noble family. Agnes had only seen her once,
but has never forgotten her. She investigates and discovers Genevieve is now in London. Agnes follows,
living hard in the poor end of London until she finds out Genevieve has moved to France.

This sets Agnes off on her own adventure: to Paris, Agnes follows her mother's trail, and startsto seeitis
also atrail of destruction. Finally, in Melbourne she tracks Genevieve down. But is Genevieve capable of
being the mother Agnes hopes she will be?

A powerful story about women with indomitable spirits, about love and motherhood, and about learning
whom you belong to in the world.
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Dale Harcombe says

The story starsin the present day with a daughter who has left her husband Geoff and come home from
Australia, to sort out what is happening with her mother. Several times her mother has been found wandering
and is often confused. She wonders when her mother mentions a person called Emile. Then she finds aletter
which starts ‘ To my child, whom | could not keep.” Only part of the letter isthere. Therest ismissing. The
story then turns back to 1874 to Agnes Resolute, who is just about to leave Perdita Hall, a home for orphans
and foundlings, where Agnes has lived for nineteen years since being left there as a baby. Agnes remembers
seeing awoman and ajacket with unicorn buttons. A unicorn button is the memento that accompanied Agnes
when she was left. Agnes believesit belongs to her mother. So starts the search to track her down. Agnesis
prepared to do whatever it takes to find her mother.

The story of Agnes and her adventures takes up most of the book. But every now and then it flips back to the
present day and the letter. Thisis an enjoyable read. Agnesis a spunky and determined, or one might say
stubborn, but alikeable and kind hearted character. Sometimes the story does get alittle farfetched but if you
can suspend disbelief and go along with it, thisis an entertaining read. with possibly a surprise or two aong
the way.

Brenda says

It was 1874 when Agnes Resolute reached the age when she could finally leave the place that had been her
home her whole life, Perdita Hall. Agnes was afoundling and had never known either her mother or her
father. But in the weeks leading up to her departure, she discovered something to make her focus on
Genevieve Breckby as the woman she believed to be her mother. And she was sure Genevieve wasin
London...

From the harsh streets of London, to the dangers of Paris, Agnes followed the trail of her elusive mother.
Adventures, lost hope but equal determination would lead Agnes across the ocean aboard the Royal Mail
ship Udolpho, and then onward on the sailing ship, Persephone — always following the trail of her mother.
Would Agnes eventually find Genevieve? And would she be rejected once again if she did find her?

Set in three timeframes, Stars Across the Ocean by Aussie author Kimberley Freeman tells M oineau and
Agnes' story in the past, with present day Tori from Australiawith her mother in London. | absolutely loved
this historical fiction novel which | finished late last night, but haven’t stopped thinking about. | found
Agnes character to be strong, determined, gutsy and focussed — though it was 1874, she would not conform
to what was expected of her. | have no hesitation in recommending Stars Across the Ocean to al historical
fiction fans.

Carolyn says

Stars Across the Ocean is an adventure set far and wide, expertly written by Kimberley Freeman.



| absolutely love sea stories and Stars Across the Ocean, as the title is so aptly named did it for me!

Set in 1874, an adventure from Northern England to the streets of London, to Paris and then on board a
steamship set for Ceylon then onto the coast of Australia.

Utterly engaging, full of turmoil, sadness and an emotional roller-coaster.
Thisisahuge read with alot to take in and it's the first novel I've read by this author and I'm very impressed.
How far would you go to find your past to revea the present?

Read it and explorein Stars Across the Ocean by Kimberley Freeman.

Amanda - MrsB's Book Reviews says

* https://mrsbbookreviews.wordpress.com

Kimberley Freeman isthe pen name for Kim Wilkins, the author of over twenty titles. Although | have not
explored these twenty titles by Kim Wilkins, | have read most of the Kimberley Freeman published titles. |
am always left in awe of Freeman’s ability to merge the past with present, in two equally engaging
storylines. Stars Across the Ocean is Freeman’ s latest and it is abook | enjoyed from cover to cover.

Two strong stories make up Stars Across the Ocean. In the late 19th century, a young foundling named
Agnes Resolute makes the journey to London, from the safety of her home, in search of her birth mother.
With only an engraved unicorn button as a clue to her birth, Agnes haslittle to go on in the search for the
mother who abandoned her. Agnes’ quest to discover her origins takes her from the north of England, to the
tough streets of inner London, to anoble family home, Paris, Ceylon and finally Australia. The search to find
her mother is a perilous one, filled with adventure and mystery, as Agnes gets closer to discovering the
identity of her mother. In the present day, Tori uncovers aletter which reveals the story behind the mother
who abandoned a baby in over a century before. This letter plays akey role in reconciling Agnes with the
mother she longsfor.

There is always great excitement when a new release by one of my favourite authors, Kimberley Freeman
brings out a new novel. | have been savouring this one for some time to read.

Kimberley Freeman is an author who is especially skilled in her ability to draw two separate stories, from the
past and present together in a streamlined manner. Stars Across the Ocean shows us once again, how adept
Freeman isin converging the past and present together. There are never any confusing momentsin

Freeman’ s novels and the transitions always occur with the utmost care. Freeman is a skilled writer for the
historical fiction genre. In this particular novel, the book moves to a number of locations. Freeman displays a
great flair in getting the specific period details of her novel just right. The international locales of England
(north and south), France, Sri Lanka and Australiaare vivid, realistic and utterly engaging.

In terms of the narrative itself, the content is absorbing. | was soon swept up in the mystery of this novel,
once the letter was discovered by Tori in the present day. | was aso equally taken in by the origins of the
unicorn engraved button that Agnesin the 1870’ s narrative possessed. There are plenty of twists and turnsin
the novel. The central family mystery keeps the reader completely on their toes. Thisis a book that
successfully combines themes of family, identity, romance, love, loss, adventure and history al in the one



absorbing book. My attention did not lag at any point as a result.

Freeman has afull character list and on the whole, al were fascinating. Agnes, the heroine of the past
storyline, has agreat character journey that | enjoyed being a part of. Agnesis quite young and naive. At
times | could see ahead that she would become the victim of many of the unfortunate circumstances that
touched her. However, | did admire her strong resolve and determination to find her birth mother.

Freeman takes the reader on a fabulous adventure in her exploration of mothers and daughters. Freeman
closes her novel off well and readers will be satisfied by the final result, both for the past heroine and Tori in
the present day.

Stars Across the Ocean is an expansive and all encompassing tale that all lovers of historical fiction should
not miss. If you have exhausted the work of Kate Morton or Kate Forsyth, Kimberley Freeman is an author

you need to put on your reading agenda.

Stars Across the Ocean is book #31 of the Australian Women Writers Challenge

Lindsay - Traveling Sister says

3.5 stars. A compelling historical fiction novel with strong characters.

Thiswas my first experience reading a Kimberley Freeman novel and it definitely won't be my last. | loved
Freeman’ s writing and the idea behind the storyline. Freeman does a fantastic job pulling the reader into the
lives of her characters — each character is well developed with a personal history that isintriguing and
enticing.

Unfortunately, some parts of this story seemed alittle far-fetched to me which took away from my overall
enjoyment. The writing itself was great, but the believability of the story wasn't fully there for me. | al'so
found the three storylines slightly confusing at times. | had to break after starting a new chapter afew times
to remind myself which storyline | was reading about and which characters belonged to which storyline.

Overall, | was impressed with Freeman’' s writing and will definitely look into reading more of her novels. A
big thank you to NetGalley, Hachette and Kimberley Freeman for a copy of this novel in exchange for an
honest review!

Jeanette L ewis says

The book begins with the return to England from Australia Tori, to assess the health issues of her well
respected Professor mother who is in the early stages of dementia. Tori isin her own state of emotional
turmoil which hinders her ability to make decisions. In the process of organising her mother’ s affairs Tori
discovers documents of the 1800 ‘s relating to a particular noble family, with Marianna and Genevieve the
daughters.

The story moves around the present and 2 in the past. The present is well defined, however, the
manuscript/diary written by a grieving mother moves to form it’s own identity even though it is delivered as
part of the Present Day story. The second story in the past revolves around Agnes who is afoundling child



delivered to the orphanage run by Captain Forest of Perdita Hall. Agnes appearsto be awilful “ Tom boy”
but obviously a bright and resourceful child who cannot accept that she doesn’t have a mother somewhere
who would love her. With only a speciality button as her proof of identity at seventeen when released from
the orphanage does Agnes embark on her adventures to find her mother. The story of Agnes and her
adventuresisareally good read and | loved her determination, her concern for others that she comesinto
contact with and never failing to keep her eye on the main goal. However, | found the present day character
of Tori clunky with her own emotional state, the mother etc simply out of kink with that of the main stories.
The discovery of the manuscript/diary could have been written in aless involved manner.
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Stacey says

Absolutely adored this book. Full of warmth and so much love, it made me want to call my mum
immediately after closing the pages. Sometimes cross-generational/international travel stories can get a bit
convoluted and difficult to follow, but Kimberley Freeman manages the jumps incredibly well, and infuses
the stories into each other in such a beautiful way. | can't wait to read this again.




Phrynne says

This was written by an Australian author so it was not surprising that the main character made a short visit to
Melbourne and that she came by sea. Thank heavens we now have airplanes to make the whole travelling
part awhole lot less horrific.

Stars Across the Ocean is an enjoyable piece of historical fiction concentrating mainly on the character of
Agneswho grew up in a Foundling Home in Northern England. Some tiny clues lead her to believe her
mother is an upper class lady who has moved overseas and Agnes pursues her across the oceans. Her story is
compelling and Agnesis adelightful character, naive, determined, unswayable and very brave.

The author has used the fairly common technique of bracketing the historical story with a current day story
inwhich aletter isfound. This|leads to a second time period in which another story unfolds from the content
of the letter. And then Agnes' story which relates to the story in the letter istold. If that sounds complicated it
was, and | was not really sureit was all required.

Still it was avery enjoyable book and one | would still have enjoyed if it wastold as just Agnes' story
without all the trimmings:)

L ena Papanikolaou says
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HULYA says

Ah cok gizeldi sonunda a?latt? beni. Bazen mutluluk veya arad???n?z ?ey yan? ba??n?zdad?r. Kitab?n ana
konusu bu bence.

Agnesii ufac?k bir di?meden annesini, babas?? bulmay? ba?ard??? bir hikaye. Mthi?i. 1ss?z Kar Taneleri
de hayal k?r?kl???na u?ram?? ama bu hikaye ile yazar?n?n muhte?em kalemi geri donmai? oldu.
Ba?ardayine hikayenin vasat olaca??n? di?inmi2tim ama sayfalar ilerledikge heyecan dozunu art?rmaya
ba?ad?. Kitab? okurken iki hikaye doni?imlt okurken bir an Ggtincli hikaye de araya girdi bu da Agnesin
arad??? annesinin hikayesi idi. Agnes annesini yanl ?? yerde ar?yordu tabii ki o bunu bilmiyordu. Annesini
aramak icin diinyan? bir ucuna kadar gitti? gibi sevdi? adam ile de bir tirlG birle?emedi. Ama o y2Amad?
en de?erli arkada??n? kaybetti? halde yAmad?. Tavsiye ederim okuyun..

Andrea says

This was the group-read members' choice for Aussie Readers in January 2018, and I’ m glad, because | may
not have got to it otherwise.

Told in 3 parts, thisis mainly the story of Agnes Resolute, afoundling who has come of age in the 1870s and
is leaving the Y orkshire orphanage to make her own way in the world. In the weeks leading up to her
departure, she stumbles upon afew clues as to her mother’ sidentity, and makes her way firstly to London,
then Paris, Ceylon and Melbourne in pursuit of the woman who, coincidentally, she vividly remembers an
encounter with in the village as a child. She’'s a determined and gutsy young woman, and her adventures had
me cheering her on all the way, even though | was pretty certain | knew something that Agnesdidn't...

Supporting the story of Agnes are two other vital threads; a letter (the longest letter ever penned?) from a
mother ‘to my child, whom | could not keep’, and the present-day anchoring story of Victoriawho has
returned to England to check up on her historian mother who is beginning to suffer from the confusion
brought on my Alzheimers. Through the letter and her mother’ s occasional moments of lucidity, Victoria
starts to piece together Agnes' s story.

Thisrealy was arollicking adventure that was a delight to read. Highly recommended.

Carolyn says

Thiswas an enjoyable historical novel mostly set in the mid to late 1800s and stretching from the north of
England to Australia (and back again!). It isthe story of Agnes Resolute, afoundling brought up in an
orphanage and sent out into the world at the age of 19 to be a seamstress. However, Agnesis determined to
find her mother and her place in the world and sets off on a grand adventure of discovery.

Told in three time frames, the threads all converge towards the end of the novel. In the current time frame a



professor of history has been researching the events described in a letter written by awealthy young woman
in the mid 1800s and this events are interwoven with Agnes story in the 1870s. Agnesis astrong and
determined woman who doesn't let anything hold her back. She is perhaps, due to her sheltered upbringing,
also alittle naive and unaware of the dangers of the world for women travelling alone in the late 19th
century, but in some ways this acts to protect her and doesn't hold her back from tackling difficult situations
or making new friends. She does eventually find her place in the world, athough it is not what she expected
at the start of her journey. 3.50

Kathy says

Kimberley Freeman is one of those authors that instantly come to mind when someone asks to recommend a
captivating author. A superb historical writer that has multiple time periodsis a great way to draw the readers
to the many, well written characters throughout this book. Set in the late 1800's and current time | realy
enjoyed each time period’ s story and how they intertwined. | had alittle inkling of the ending (got thrown off
of track a couple of times) and Agnes was such afantastic, brave character to take us on such an adventure to
find her mother. An easy 5 stars for me!

Sue Gerhardt Griffiths says

To say | liked this book is an understatement, this was pure joy to read. Superbly written, and astory | didn’t
want to let go of. I’'m always thrilled when | start reading a book and realise it’sin multiple time periods. |
can't get enough of these types of historical novels and Kimberley Freeman has atalent for penning such
books.

Within the first few pages the reader is drawn into atale of suspense viaa mystifying square of paper which
reads: To my child, whom | could not keep. Only a page long and finishes in mid sentence... And thus
begins the task of locating the missing pages which will be recovered by Victoria, or Tori as she prefers. Tori
travelled from Australiato Bristol, England, to visit her mother who is unwell and finding it hard to
remember things. Her mother’ s office isleft in complete disarray and Tori is sent by her to locate some
papers she' d been sorting through before her accident, those papers which are the letters to the mystifying
square of paper will tell the tale of Agnes Resolute and her adventures around the globe looking for her
mother.

Set in 1874 and the present, this novel will leave the reader breathing hard and on pins and needles until the
final page. And oh, what adelightful ending and one | did not anticipate.

I highly recommend this novel, the reader will fall in love with Agnes Resolute, her story is engaging and
will hold your interest throughout the book.

Thanks to Hachette for the review copy.




