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Alta says

The Mehlis Report is athriller only for marketing purposes. Set in Beirut in 2004-2005, the novel is centered
on the report drawn by the German prosecutor, Mehlis, on the assassination of the Lebanese Prime Minister
Rafiq Hariri. While the description of Beirut is extremely vivid, and the reader can feel, on the one hand, the
fear that permeates everyday lifein acity ravaged by bombs, and on the other, the charm of a complex,
multicultural society, the novel doesn’t really come to life. There is something stagnant about it, in spite of
its premise—the anxious expectation of the report—, and the idea of having dead people contact the world of
the living via cell phonesis rather embarrassing (notwithstanding the author’ s obvious symbolic intentions;
besides, what are the dead supposed to symbolize here? I’ m sure the author himself could only give a
muddled answer.) Thisisavery uneven novel (for one thing, it probably has one of the worst beginningsin
the history of literature, and | doubt that the editors of New Directions would have ever published it had it
been written by an American writer), a novel with potential, but maybe the author, who already wrote fifteen
novels before reaching forty, should have taken more than just afew monthsto writeiit.
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