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When Liam's best friend has to leave town on business, he asks for a favor—be an emergency contact for his
cousin who is new in town. Liam doesn’t think twice before he accepts. He's great with numbers and
confidently plays the odds, because nobody ever uses those emergency contacts, right? Wrong. The very
next Sunday, cousin Garrett shows up at Liam’ s apartment, fresh-faced, devastatingly gorgeous, and nothing
like Liam had dismissively assumed.

Garrett arrived in New Y ork City hoping to make it in the modeling world, and Liam isn't sure what to do
with him. While he eventually warms to welcome the distraction, he' s not prepared to have his steady,
predictable world overturned. Liam is sure Garrett will soon tire of him and find someone closer in age and
less eager for the quiet, settled life Liam prefers. But Garrett is too sweet-natured and naiive to recognize
Liam’sdismissal, and he' s not as shallow as Liam presumes.

Although Garrett sees afuture for the two of them, Liam manages to push him away. It is only then Liam
sees the Garrett-shaped holein hislife.
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Wax says

Liam has a mathematical mind, and everything is composed of equations, lines and curves for him. He's
older and set in his ways. When the young cousin of afriend of his comesinto hislife, he doesn't consider
any permanency in their relationship. Garrett (two Rs and two Ts) is a college student-turned-model, though
he intends to return to school to be aresearch librarian when the modeling stuff is over. Though young, he
knows what he wants in life. Liam looks upon his time with Garrett almost as an aberrancy, and fully expects
to be dropped someday for the brighter lights of the modelling world.

This book isn't for everyone, asit doesn't really have atremendous amount of angst or excitement. Instead,
it'saexploration of what makes a certain person tick. The story istold all from Liam's POV, so the reader
only sees Garrett through his eyes. Certainly we get the sense that he's not just some party animal who's
searching for fame since he spends his time under an afghan in Liam's apartment. However, because the two
men just don't talk, we never get to see them hash things out through most of the story. | do like age gap
romances, so | enjoyed that aspect of the story, but the slow-burn aspect of their relationship made reading
thisastruggle.

Brandilyn says

Reviewed for Prism Book alliance

When you sit with a blank document open for over eight hours trying to decide what to say about a particular
title, that in itself tells you something about that title. In order to kick start my brain into action, | am going to
giveyou alittle different style of review today. Let's have a question and answer session.

http://www.prismbookal liance.com/?pos...

Anke says

13% and I'm done. The blurb sounded interesting, but the writing style feels stilted and | cannot connect to
any of the few characters. Weliveit Liam's head and it's rather difficult and boring.
Sorry, book!

[tsAboutTheBook says

Review can beread at It's About The Book

One of my favorite experiencesisto start a book without holding any pre-conceived expectations and ending



up loving it to pieces. The blurb for Emergency Contact had me feeling intrigued, yet skeptical. A plot
featuring a country boy moving to the Big Apple and rubbing elbows (and other body parts) with a
sophisticated city slicker has been done time and again, right? The marvel ous distinction here is the author’s
remarkable ability to present and flesh out genuine, fresh, and honest characters. | wanted to know as much
as | could about Liam and Garrett. | felt as though | was present during their discovery of each other.

The story istold from Liam’s POV, and starts with alook into his steady and organized life. No, he’snot a
control freak, doesn’'t have OCD, nor is he ahermit. He' sjust... measured and analytical by nature. He
believes he has his career and hislife — unexciting as they may be — set up and running just fine. Liam is 33.
He' s carved out a highly successful lucrative career, he'salso atrust fund kid, yet | didn’t find him as
coming off at all as snobby or affected. In fact he possesses a gentlemanly, reserved nature, with passion
lingering below the surface. Guarded and afraid of trusting or being vulnerable, Liam is about to get agrand
awakening in the form of Garrett Honeycuit.

Garrett isin his early twenties and has newly arrived in NY C to pursue a modeling career. His cousin Carl —
who is never in town —gave Liam’sinfo to Garrett as an emergency contact should he need one. It would be
amistake to underestimate Garrett’ s worldliness based on his being from lowa. He is confident. He knows
what he wants and goes about it in a quiet, non- cocky, unassuming fashion. Garrett does not get consumed
by NY C or his success. He does however, get consumed by hisfeelingsfor Liam. | LOVE when ayoung
character is portrayed as level headed, wise, certain, patient, determined, and kind. Although, it turns out
Garrett did have more to learn about communicating.

| loved the slow build to intimacy in this story. Neither Liam or Garrett were fooling each regarding their
mutual attraction, but Liam wasn’t keen on getting involved and risking “life as he knows it” and Garrett,
well Garrett was patient and probably a bit unsure underneath the confident exterior. | enjoyed the heck out
of the details included about the men exploring NY C together. No, it wasn't atravel log, it was two people
getting to know each other, Liam seeing “his’ city through the eyes of someone new to her. When they
moved into intimacy it was nothing planned, nothing forced, no one person “gavein”... itjust ... was. And it
was beautiful. The few explicit sex scenes in the story were perfectly placed to enhance the emotions of the
men and illustrate the growth in their relationship. Gorgeous. The intimacy between the men during the most
mundane every- day tasks and momentsis also undeniably palpable.

Asthe story progressed and Garrett’s modeling career started taking off, Liam started pulling back. He' d
been worried about this. He' d convinced himself from the start it would be problematic. Garrett was ten

years younger, he' d be successful, he'd have the world at his feet, he wouldn't want to be tied down, etc
etc....Perhaps Liam should have paid more attention when Garrett told him this regarding modeling:

“It’ simportant to me now, becauseit’ll let me do what’simportant to me for my whole life. But it’ s not the
only thing important, here. Okay?’

I love the theme of this book. It centers around two people who find themselves caught up in each other
while learning to navigate their way through the human condition. It contains no mystery, no big reveal, no
cops and robbers, no contrived drama, no best friend serving as arelationship guru. (Not that thereis
anything wrong with those, mind you!) What it contains, what it marvelously shows us, is Liam and Garrett
uncovering and exposing their own true selves while figuring out their relationship. Liam earned a few
mental slaps from me throughout the story, but | truly came to empathize with him very quickly. He was how
he was. And he did face up to it, even though it was a bit late. | may have done afair bit of muttering and
grumbling at him —all out of love! Luckily Garrett was how he was too, and rode out Liam’s denial while
owning up to his own failings at communication. They were sort of like two peasin a pod actually. The



actions of both men, while at times exasperating, were true to character and completely plausible.

| found Elle Brownlee' s writing to be very sumptuous. Moods and settings were exquisitely conveyed,
without the writing being flowery or word heavy. Even though we are only privy to Liam’s thoughts, the
dialogue between he and Garrett isreal and solid, so there is not much wondering about what Garrett is
feeling. Well, until he doesn’t say it.... ;-) | loved how she portrayed the over all feel of certain days, certain
activities, yet didn’t feel compelled to divulge other moments at all, such as a session by session progression
of their sex life. There were moments later in the book when | felt as though some important events had been
glossed over or left out, but really it played into how Liam and Garrett had done just that with each other.
Brilliant.

The final chapter provided awonderful view of how the men were progressing together, minus any kind of
forced epilogue or “let’swind thisup” feel. Reading it felt like having afavorite, warm blanket tucked
around me at the end of a perfect day.

I did not want to leave these two. Even through their sometimes prickly, sometimes quiet stubbornness | felt
an inexorable warmth and rightness radiating from them. | would gladly read the author’ s take on them
baking bread, playing chess, whale watching, analyzing the dewey decimal system. Anything.

Sandra says

This book took me by surprise, to be honest. | liked the blurb, which made me request it for review, but |
wasn't quite prepared for what | found within its pages.

It's part character study, part life lesson for making assumptions, and part quiet romance that grew on me. |
was initially alittle bit bored, because nothing really happened, but as we get deeper into Liam's mind,
seeing how quickly Garrett makes himself a part of Liam'slife, how well the two men fit together, | was
more and more spellbound.

Y es, the writing tends to be a bit on the drier side, with lots of big words being used, but that actualy fit the
character the author created in Liam. Someone who's educated, highly analytical, mathematical to the point
of using precise calculations on where to put ornaments on a Christmas tree - such a man will not use small,
everyday words. No, such a man will use words that most of us won't employ in our daily lives, and thus it
fit.

| almost thought that Liam might be borderline on Autism spectrum, though that is never mentioned. He has
adifficult time believing that someone would like him or love him, and he is insecure about himself. He
doesn't think that his lifestyle is something a man like Garrett, young and open and enthusiastic, might want,
and heis quite adept at talking himself into self-doubt at every corner.

| liked Garrett. He was steady, steadfast, and continued his path despite Liam's hang-ups. He had
convictions, he acted by them, and he got his man in the end.

There's very little on-screen sex, which actually added to the overall experience of this book, and while the
two men engage in bedroom antics relatively early on, this also felt right in the overal story line.

| would have liked to have reached into the book on occasion to smack Liam alittle, especially when he



almost succeedsin giving up that what he's come to need, but | did feel rather proud of him when he realizes
the mistake he's made and sets upon correcting it. With alittle help from Garrett, of course.

Lots of self-inflicted angst, for sure, but | think thisisworth your time reading. It is aquiet book, for sure,
but it packs a punch.

**| received afree copy from the publisher. A positive review was not promised in return. **

Jae Moran says

More like 3.5 stars. It would have been an easy four if | didn't spend two-thirds of the book wanting to yell at
the MCsto just talk to each other instead of carrying all the unnecessary angst around.

namericanwor dcat says

| redly like the charactersin this book but the lack of communication on both their parts gets old. 1t would
have been aricher book if we could have seen them be vulnerable to each other for afew chapters at the end.

| like a Math based character alot but whoa does Liam have trust issues.
Garrett iswonderful but even he needs to speak up more.

| would read more books by thiswriter.

L ada says

DNF at 25% because it's boring and it's difficult to differentiate the MCs.

Barb ~rede-2-read~ says

Note: This book was provided to me by the publisher through Hearts on Fire Reviews in exchange for an
impartial review.

Liam, aloner, math genius, and lover of just hanging out at home, agrees to arequest by hisfriend Carl to be
the emergency contact for Carl’s cousin Garrett while Carl is out of town. Garrett, afarm-raised lowan, isin
town to pursue a modeling career and it’s hisfirst time in The Big Apple so Carl wantsto be sure that if he
needs anything, someone will be available to help him.

Calculating the odds that Garrett will actually contact him, Liam figuresit’s no big deal so he agrees, but in
this case the odds were against him because Garrett shows up at Liam’s apartment on Sunday morning with
his arms loaded down with grocery bags. Garrett is planning to make dinner for Liam in thanks for being his
contact. So much for Carl conveying al the necessary information. Liam is a bit peeved because he was



planning to veg out and just play with his mathematical formulas by drawing elliptical and spiral designs or
just nap. But he quickly gets over being upset as he starts to learn more about Garrett and finds out the two
actually have alot in common.

They have so much in common, in fact, that from that point on they are rarely apart, and before Liam knows
it, Garrett has virtually moved in with him. He has reservations about his age, his personality, and how long
Garrett might actually stay, though. Garrett is gorgeous and before long it’ s quite evident Garrett isin
demand as amodel. And, after accompanying Garrett to afew parties and model assignments overseas, Liam
becomes more convinced that he doesn’t belong in Garrett’s world. He never gives himself fully to the
enjoyment of their time together. He tries, and afew times he comes close to being carefree, but that’ s not
the way he was raised, and it’s not the way his mathematical mind works. He's convinced he' s boring and
refuses to believe Garrett when he tells Liam that thiswork is only temporary. Hisreal goal isto become a
research librarian. He struly ageek at heart and enjoys nothing more than a good book. Readers are even
given asneak peek into Garrett’ s organizational skills when Liam accidentally discovers a spreadsheet on
Garrett’ s notebook. Long story short—Liam remains clueless about his own attraction to Garrett and just
doesn’t hear Garrett’ s words when he talks about the future.

When Liam discoversthat Garrett has been offered arolein a TV show, he startsto take stepsto remove
himself from Garrett’s life and break the spiral he had created in his mind that would have eventually bound
them together. It may be evident at this point that this reviewer, being atypical reader, wanted to smack him
upside the head more than once. It was so frustrating to listen to his thoughts! Y et, the author did such a good
jobin her storytelling, that | just knew that eventually we' d get to the moment when he' d smack himself.
And we did! And it was so worth waiting for.

| enjoyed this story very much. One little quirk though—the two began to more or less live together right
away, but it wasn’t until the second half of the book that we find out they were actually having penetrative
sex. There' svery little on-page sex in the story, and very little mention of it in the first half, so it was
actually hard to figure out if they were in that type of committed relationship. It might have been assumed,
but sometimes | wondered if they just slept together with an occasional hand-job since the focus was so often
on Liam’s self-doubt.

There' slots of math-related terminology in this story so if you know of any math gurus who love M/M
romance, thisisthe book for them. | enjoyed the cal culated mathematical thinking because | know alot of
heavily left-brain thinkers who struggle with the abstract and have difficulty just feeling, and | could easily
picture them in thisrole. It's all about thinking to them—they have trouble getting out of their heads and into
their hearts. And Liam fitsthat bill toaT. Liam is so deeply into hisleft brain that he even calculated
distances for patterns when he was ready to decorate his Christmas tree. But, he's aso a sweet, chivarous
gentleman raised by his upper class parents to be polite and to always keep proper etiquette in mind so it
tends to make him seem older than he is. About eight years younger, Garrett seems more youthful—he's
more outgoing and spontaneous, yet he's aso quiet and comfortable, wrapping himself in a blanket on the
lounge chair, popping on his glasses, and settling in to read a good book. The two together make a great
couple. In fact, they are the perfect formulafor a nice story that will have you rooting for their HEA al the
way to the end.

Recommended for lovers of M/M romance who enjoy self-inflicted angst, age gap, and a sweet finale.



Kirstin says

Liam is a no nonsense man of math and likes order and problems with solutions. Garrett fallsinto hislife
when he moves from lowato NY C to kick off a career in modeling. The story started off well enough, but
turned into one of many distractions. | had a hard time believing that the main relationship issue was obvious
from week 2, but was never addressed in 6 months. I'm glad | hung on, though, because the ending was
worth the wait.

Morgan Skye says

Liam isan old man in ayoung, hot body. He doesn’t do the club scene anymore and he’ s set in hisways. His
buddy sees the opportunity to play matchmaker and sets Liam up with his younger, also hot (model hot)
cousin, Garrett.

Garrett isfrom lowa, new to New Y ork, here for amodeling job for extra cash between stints at college. He
meets Liam pretty much on day one in the city and the two instantly hit it off.

Though Liam and Garrett are pretty immediately a couple, some questions remain. Can Liam open up and
form along term relationship? |s Garrett prepared to live in New Y ork forever? Can Liam share Garrett with
the admiring public now that his modeling career has taken off? I's Garrett too young for Liam and too young
for a permanent relationship?

Things get dicey when Liam gives up hope and takes ajob in Seattle, abruptly abandoning Garrett, but true
love prevails and we end up with asolid HEA in the end.

* %

I loved the promise of this story and was captivated by the first chapter. Liam is sort of a curmudgeonly
character, set in hisways, quiet, aways doing a puzzle, very in-his-own-head type of guy. Garrett is
Pollyanna — very open, sunny and a great foil to Liam.

I got a bit nervous when the couple became a couple within the first chapters. There wasn’t alot of build up
to them becoming lovers and the anticipation that can bring was definitely missed.

Asthe story progressed it became more about the established couple dealing with Garrett’s fame and Liam’'s
insecurities. Because of this, it was not exactly the story | was anticipating by reading the blurb. It was
almost more of an established couple book, and as the book references, a“Dreamgirls’ type book, where
Liam has to deal with Garrett’s fame more than | was expecting.

On the one hand | really appreciated the care and skill the author took with her writing. It is clear that she
chose her words carefully. However, | sometimes had trouble with the flow and struggled to stay fully
engaged. One thing that kept throwing me out of the story was the dialog. | thought that Liam sounded like
an old man, and that fit his character. But so did Garrett ... and everyone else. The language used felt very
formal and high-brow and though it’s a stereotype, | just never saw the lowan in Garrett. His character just



never rang true.

Because the simmer of anticipation was blown out so early in the story, | found myself slogging through the
remaining angst of the story with aminimum of interest.
Though | really liked the MCs, toward the end | just wasn't that invested in their HEA.

Writing/Editing 4

Romance 2

Sex/Heat 3

Storyline 2

World Building/Characterizations 5

Overall 3.2 of 5 hearts

Popcorn says

Very 'wordy' and kind of boring | skimed alot of it.

NancyM says

I wouldn't be surprised if the author was constantly checking a thesaurus. There are many cases in this book
where the author could have used a simpler word or wording, but instead chose to use words much more
archaic. "...seemingly flummoxed at the very notion of making an overture." "Liam gave in, an increment.
His equations were already being amended." The whole book is full of sentences like that making it avery
dry read. It felt more like a chore then a pleasure to read and finish this story.

Anita says

Very slow moving. Definitely a character driven story with complex personalities but needed a little more
action and more communication. Very surprised at Liam's actions. Why not just talk to Garrett. The writing
was atrifle stilted. For example, "1 gained Garrett's stairs.” Huh? | knew what was meant but odd wording.
Really wanted to love this as the premise was intriguing but too much verbiage and uncommunicative MCs.

Kira says

Giving up on thisfor now after two chapters. Firstly, | just can't get past the fact that love interest's name is
such an obvious rip-off of Emmett Honeycutt from Queer as Folk (I mean, Garrett Honeycutt, readly? It's like
she didn't even try). And secondly, | really don't like the writing style, always going on a tangent and
offering info-dumps three paragraphsin.

The description is till pretty intriguing, though...






