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Sarah threw her life away for God.

When she realized she had feelings for her best friend,
Sarah drove her off. To prove she wasn't gay, Sarah
dept with aboy from school. When she got pregnant,
she surrendered an acceptance to Yale in order to keep
her daughter, Rebecca.

Finally, God's messenger tells her she's proven her virtue.
She can have her life back the way it was.

In return, she only needsto kill her baby.
"Rebecca’ is aterrifying descent into the maze of one young
woman's beliefs, alabyrinth of self-hate and religious

abuse which asks the same question at every turn:

What would you do for your God?
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Elisabeth Brookshire says

Strangely satisfying

I'm not sure how | stumbled across this book, but | am really glad | did. It certainly is a unique story and |
greatly enjoyed reading it in one sitting. | had to keep reminding myself that a man wrote this because Sarah
seemed like such arealistic woman. A young scared single mother dealing with all the issues that new
mothers face on top of extenuating economic and deeply emotional scars. If you are looking for something
different in afiction read, look no further!

Laura Laporta says

Read the first few reviews on Amazon for better details. | finished this book almost aweek ago and just now
writing areview because I'm not sure how | feel. | can't say read it or don't, or that it's good or bad, because
It's extremely controversial, from postpartum depression, to sexuality, and religion. My jaw dropped from
this book for sure, and I've yet to closeit. | talked to friends about it, just as conversation, because | felt
angry, happy, sad, and stuff I'm not even sure of. Support group for abook! :-) It was INTENSE and stayed
heavily on my mind and actually affected my mood. That means this writer is amazing and talented. | will
read everything that he writes though, but definitely read his other book "Alex" that | can say from areader
to areader.

Carriesays

~Warning Spoilers ahead~

Imagine growing up thinking that there was something wrong with you? Y ou were cursed, had a demon
inside of you? And imagine that you prayed every night for eight years for God to make you good, not a
sinner, to make you not gay! Because you can't be gay?? Because your faith, your God, your pastor, your
church, your mother saysit'swrong. Gay people are wrong and they are cursed, they will go to hell!

Y ou arewrong, you are going to hell!!

Sarah had big dreams, she was going to Yale. That was until she got pregnant and had baby Rebecca. A baby
she doesn't really want, a baby that shouldn't have happened, because she shouldn't have been with Cal.

Cal, isahomophobic jerk who Sarah ran too. Ran from Tiff, her best friend, who everyone knew was gay.
Her best friend that she loved but was to scared, ashamed to tell. So she ran to Cal, to hide who she was,
because being with Cal no one would think she liked girls, she wouldn't think she liked girls. Thiswas her
telling the world, telling herself, I'm straight, there's nothing wrong with me.

Sarah get's visits from "the messenger" he says's he's from God. | personally don't believe she was seeing
anyone. | think it was something that came from within her, her own persona demon. A way for her to talk



down to herself, or insure she does the right thing.

She can't take the stress, Rebecca doesn't stop crying. Sarah needs deep. She doesn't know what she is going
to do, al her dreams are gone. She looks at this baby and with out love. "The messenger" tells her God will
give her another chance, she can go to Yale, have the future back. Because it was her trying to listen to God
and not be gay that she ended up getting pregnant. So he's going to give her a second chance, al she needs to
do his give her baby, give Rebeccato him. Give her baby to God, kill her baby so she will return to him.

This book made me seered. But | still enjoyed it, because it was suppose to make me mad. It's actualy
sickening some parts of this story. | hate the fact there are actually people in thisworld like some of the
charactersin this book.

And to them | would like to say

For those who are made to feel ashamed, dirty, wrong. Don't be. Be proud of who you are.

Lori Anaple says

This ran the gamut from religion to sexuality to murder. It was compelling. The characters were devel oped
and | was invested In seeing how it ended. As aformer debater, | really enjoyed the referencesto the
competitions. It isavery topical subject and it was done well. | will check out more books by this author.

Kelex says

Not what | expected but a wonder ful surprise!

Nothing about the simple bookflap summary prepared me for what | was about to read. Emotional and gut-
wrenching, Nicolai captures surprisingly well the claustrophobia of the main character and her struggle with
accepting not only who she is but the baby that has changed everything in her life. It's alittle frightening in
that it demonstrates just how easy it isto fail a new mother and write her out of our lives just when she needs
us most.

Susan says

Thisisavery sad book and very hard to read, but also very hard to put down! It redlly is ahorror story, but
not your typical horror story.

Imagine yourself as an 18 year old girl (Sarah) who is on the debate team and on the fast track to attending
Y ale and then attending law school.



Sarah has know she was different since she was nine. After awful dreams, a fanatic religious Mom, and
whispers at school, she hooks up with an overbearing and arrogant guy and ends up pregnant.

Her lifeis now like being on anever ending roller coaster. Delivery was hard and she nearly died. Her mom
puts her up in an apartment ( because dear sweet mom couldn't have a crying baby in the house.) The
boyfriend first suggests marriage, then later on volunteersto kill the baby. Then the preacher and her mom
gang up on her.

Her savior is her debate partner, who wag/ is her lover.

Several times| just had to put the book down and not think about it. I'm glad | read it.
I will recommend it and giveit 4 stars.

Books says

Thisisthefirst book by Adam Nicolai I’ ve read, but it definitely won't be the last. Lately | haven't been
reading many self-published books as the majority of the ones I’ ve read have been disappointing and left me
in areading slump. I’ ve downloaded this novel along, long time ago when it was free on Amazon, and
because | was undecided on what to read next, | started on this freebie with zero expectations. Now | can’'t
recommend it highly enough!

Despite the impression the book summary and book cover might leave with you, Rebeccaisn’'t redly a
sinister read. | would classify it under realistic fiction because it deals with serious topics such as the
consequences of teen pregnancy, single parenting, emerging sexuality, and religion. Allow meto elaborate.
Sarah has known from a very young age that she favors girls over boys. Because Sarah was raised by a
strictly religious mother who follows the church and the Bible' s teachings to the | etter, she convinced herself
that she must be possessed by a demon for preferring girls over boys. Sarah then goes and does a stupid thing
by getting pregnant to prove to herself and her mother that she really isn’t possessed by a demon and should
be in love with a boy instead of a girl. Not taking the consequences of her actions into account, Sarah is |eft
facing the difficulties of single parenting on her own.

Hats off to the author for making me believe, in the first third or so of the book, that Rebeccais an evil little
soul-sucking demonic baby. Honestly, | was convinced! Even though | rationalized for myself that what
Sarah is going through is probably post-partum depression after the traumatic events of her labor, | till
couldn’t help but feel animosity towards Rebecca - exactly the way the author intended for me to feel. Well
done on that, Mr Nicolai! At the same time, congratulations to you also for making me fall head over heelsin
love with Rebecca the same time Sarah came to realize that Rebeccais her whole life. Again, this was done
convincingly! Taking into account that a man wrote this book, | was astounded at how well he makes the
reader understand the emotions and exhaustion, the guilt, resentment, and regrets Sarah had to deal with. The
main theme seemed to be how Sarah had to come to terms with being gay, and how it conflicts with the faith
in which she was raised, and on top that having to deal with possibly being shunned by her extremely
religious mother. The emerging romance between Sarah and Tiff was dealt with subtly, but expertly, and
although there are alot of negative emotions going around, | can’t describe this book as angst-ridden,
because it’ s not.

The one thing | wasn’t on-board with was the whole evil-messenger-sacrifice-your-baby-to-God angle. It felt
separate from the main plot. Most likely it was used as a metaphor for Sarah’ s struggles with her faith and



her guilt for what she did to Cal, but it wasn't convincing. | felt the story has more than enough for it to make
an impact without the messenger-tormenting-Sarah parts.

But really, this book was incredible and | almost can’t believe it was written by a self-pub author. Thereisn't
even one mistake to be found in this book, and the prose is engaging and descriptive without being weighed
down with niceties to fluff it out. | felt Sarah’s anger and frustration, and | came to accept things the same
time she did. | felt resentful towards her mother, | appreciated what Tiff did for Sarah and Rebecca, |
eventually came to feel protective towards Rebecca, and | was as afraid of Cal as Sarah was when he did
what he did. Trust me on this: what Cal did to his baby was absolutely shocking! All I'm saying isthat you
can expect to feel alot of emotions while reading this book. It’ s not going to be everyone's cup of tea, so
keep an open mind when you read this. At least it’s easy to appreciate what a fantastic job the author did
with the writing, especially when, for some, it comes to the sensitive matter of religion.

My overal feeling? Color me impressed!

Dystopian says

| appreciated the insight into gay children raised in fundamentalist religious groups. It also illuminated how
hard it can be for a new young single mother. The book itself though was dissatisfying. The end was too pat
and one does not just "get over" apsychological disturbance like snapping your fingers.

Renee Ross says

| Loved It

Thiswas agreat book. It started out with adecidedly creepy feeling but quickly turned into so much more. |
was hooked, and stayed that way til the satisfying conclusion.

Crysti Perry says

Wow. | decided to read this book because | was unable to get into anything else I'd started. The author was
new to me and the cover was intriguing. | never read the synopsis of abook, so | had no ideawhat | was
getting into.

This story was gripping. | was filled with anxiety ailmost from page 1. There were a number of similarities
between Sarah's childhood and my own, although | think hers was far more intense. When | was 10, the
preacher of the church we went to found out | collected unicorns. He then told me how unicorns were evil
and shouldn't be in my bedroom. | couldn't sleep for over aweek! | felt like the evil from the unicorns would
possess meif | didn't get rid of them, so | gathered them all one day and took them outside and smashed
them into pieces. True story.....Did | mention the fact that | WAS TEN!? Fear tactics shouldn't be used on
kids.

Anyway, back to Rebecca. There'salot in this book that could be atrigger for some readers. If you have



hard limits about certain things, definitely read afew reviews before you divein. If you're like me and have
no hard limits (it is fiction, after al), | highly recommend this book. I'll definitely be reading more from this
author soon!

CatinaWerry says

Read it in one day!

| couldn't put this one down. It was full of emotion. It was frightening in some parts and tender in others. It is
definitely one book to put on your list.

Jennifer says

A little too disturbing for my taste....

K elsey Bodenhamer says

| didn't want to like this book. It's not agenre | enjoy - teen angst, religion, sexuality. In spite of myself,
though, | found myself thinking about the story when | wasn't reading. The book is very well written, steady
story line with a great climax and a good ending.

Becky Shaw beedy says

| have to say this book really got me thinking. At first | thought this was going to be a horror novel alaDean
Koontz. Gradually | realized it was another kind of horror....feeling trapped inside a situation completely out
of control. If you want a book that will make you consider how you feel about modern issues, give this one a
try. Nicolal isan author who does his job well in thisregard.

Tonya Nardi says

Thefirst portion of the book with ayoung, single, stressed, post-partum mother who is sure that she can't
manage to take care of achild rang very true for me. Thisisafairly formulaic story and the writing isalittle
ragged but there was enough underlying truth to make me go looking for more of Nicolai's writing.




