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The Country of the Blind

H.G. Wells

The Country of the Blind H.G. Wells
"The Country of the Blind" is a short story written by H. G. Wells. It was first published in the April 1904
issue of the Strand Magazine and included in a 1911 collection of Wells's short stories, The Country of the
Blind and Other Stories. It is one of Wells's best known short stories and features prominently in literature
dealing with blindness.

While attempting to summit the unconquered crest of Parascotopetl, a fictitious mountain in Ecuador, a
mountaineer named Nunez slips and falls down the far side of the mountain. At the end of his descent, down
a snow-slope in the mountain's shadow, he finds a valley, cut off from the rest of the world on all sides by
steep precipices. Unbeknown to Nunez, he has discovered the fabled Country of the Blind.
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Ahmad Sharabiani says

The Country of the Blind, H.G. Wells
"The Country of the Blind" is a short story written by H. G. Wells. It was first published in the April 1904
issue of The Strand Magazine and included in a 1911 collection of Wells's short stories, The Country of the
Blind and Other Stories. It is one of Wells's best known short stories, and features prominently in literature
dealing with blindness.
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Lisa says

Calendar Novella #9

Better reign in hell than serve in heaven?

In a way, the protagonist discovers that innocent heaven is the same kind of hell as his familiar civilisation,
only with a slightly different and more collaborative code of conduct. After he unsuccessfully tries to impose



his way of living, and his power, on a group of blind people living in a remote mountain village, he has to
make the decision whether he bows to their customs completely - by sacrificing what makes him different,
his vision - or whether he prefers to move on and fight for his individual survival alone. Free falling.

A deeply pessimistic take on humanity, so convinced of their own absolute truth that they are not even
interested in new perspectives. Changing society just means changing the mainstream requirements, not the
dogmatic mindset as such. An early example of the ideas that Orwell would summarise as "nationalist".
Whoever has the power, has the storytelling rights.

Great novella!
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