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author Susan James Pierce.

Two hundred years after the Great Disaster, the day earthquakes ravaged Earth's landscapes, humanity has
finally regrouped and is working toward a better future. But in New America - one of three remaining
landmasses - overpopulation makes a better future seem bleaker by the year.

Mira (Mirabella) Foster and her parents are citizens of New America, and with the threat of starvation and
disease looming on the horizon, a new discovery threatens to push everyone to the brink of chaos: blue
markings develop on people's skin. Markings that allow them to camouflage their skin, but also make them
feared, and eventually, targets of violence.

Mira's dad is one of them.
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From Reader Review Spectacle for online ebook

Jen La Duca says

Wow, I have not read a great dystopian novel in a really, really long time! Spectacle by S.J. Pierce was put
on my radar several months ago and I’d been eagerly awaiting its release ever since. I think what intrigued
me so much was the unique sounding premises of the story, it seemed to have a lot of Sci-Fi undertones to it
and I really loved the idea of mixing these two genres within a Young Adult novel.

It’s been 200 years since the Great Disaster, when earthquakes destroyed the Earth’s landmasses. Finally
humanity has begun to regroup and rebuild but now they’re facing problems with over population and the
constant threat of starvation and disease. So when it’s discovered that a certain population of people has
these strange blue markings hidden on their skin, markings which allows them to camouflage themselves,
public fear quickly turns to violence.

The story begins with the introduction of 10 year old Mirabella “Mira” Foster, she and her parents live an
ordinary life on one of the three remaining continents, New America. One day her father shares a secret with
her; he has the blue markings on his skin and he explains what this means to Mira. It doesn’t take long for
something extremely tragic to happen in young Mira’s life. Then timeline then fast-forwards and now Mira is
16 and has been given the chance to prove her father’s innocence. I really don’t want to say too much more
regarding the plot of this book as its best to read along as Mira figures it all out herself.

Spectacle was an amazing read! I was immediately drawn into the world and characters created by Pierce.
I’ve read some reviews with comparisons towards Hunger Games & Divergent and while I do see it, it’s only
in a vague sense. Maybe it’s because I read those books many, many years ago? I don’t know. Since my HG
& Divergent days I’ve not read many dystopias so this story seemed incredible fresh and unique, I was
captivated the entire time! There is a love story of course, it wouldn’t be a proper YA novel without one :)
and as a typical reader of mysteries and thrillers I’m not keen on a love story just for the sake of a love story,
if you know what I mean. This love story worked really well for me, partly because Mira is such a strong,
independent person all on her own who puts the needs of her family first. So the romance took up an
appropriate amount of her thoughts and time, this was very realistic and a much greater message for YA
readers.

Overall this was a wonderfully written, fast paced YA novel that kept my attention and made me want to
read faster and faster until I reached its conclusion & became upset because I didn’t have another book to
read straight away! I would absolutely recommend Spectacle for Adult and YA Dystopian fans that enjoy a
Sci-fi tie in and strong family and friend relationships. I loved every moment of this book and I’m eagerly
awaiting book two in the series, I can’t wait to see where Pierce takes Mira and her story next.

A huge thank you to Xpresso Book Tours for putting on an amazing blog tour and for providing me with a
complimentary copy of this book in exchange for my honest review!

Britney says

4.5



Jasmine says

Spectacle is, as stated in the synopsis, Hunger Games meets Avatar. I'd even say a little bit of Game of
Thrones is added into the mix, as well. In fact, it's very Hunger Games-esque, which I suppose can be both a
good thing and a bad thing.
The book centers around a young girl named Mira. She has a pretty normal life, normal friends, and a normal
family. Or so she thinks. When she discovers the truth about her father, everything she once knew gets
turned upside down, and when a trip to visit the president goes horribly wrong, her life changes in a very
negative way.
Shipped to a deserted island with others like her, Mira has to learn to survive, all the while wondering if
she'll ever be able to prove the innocence of her father and her friend's fathers. When her chance to do so
finally arrives, will Mira take it? You'll have to read the book and find out.
Overall, Spectacle wasn't a bad book, but it wasn't as good as I had hoped it would be. I suppose it was what
I would call decent, or just ok. It did remind me a little too much like The Hunger Games, and I think that's
why I didn't enjoy it as much as I would've liked to. The only difference is the characters aren't separated into
districts. There's just humans and the others, like Mira and her father and her friends. Other than that, and a
few small other tweaks, the plot is very, very similar.
Character-wise, Mira is written well enough. She's a little naive, but has a quiet strength about her. She's also
very loyal to her friends. The other main characters, Taylor, Luxxe, and Cole are also written well. Luxxe
and Cole are typical sort of alpha males, always trying to prove themselves and being leaders. Luxxe is sort
of described as Khal Drogo from Game of Thrones. At least that's how I pictured him.
Of course, there are also characters you love to hate. Namely the people, and especially the government, of
New America. They're the worst. And as the book progresses, you realize just how awful these people really
are.
Plot-wise, I found the book to be very much like The Hunger Games, as I said. Other than that, it moved
along at a nice pace, with action, drama, and romance all adding to it. It wasn't quite edge-of-my-seat, nail-
biting intense, but it did keep me intrigued enough to want to keep reading and find out how it ended.
I suppose if you're a fan of sci-fi-esque stories with a hint of dystopia and some roamnce, or if you're a fan of
The Hunger Games, you might enjoy Spectacle. Pick up a copy and give it a shot. I'd rate it 3.5 stars out of 5.

Heather Duff says

So I really enjoyed Spectacle, it has a dystopian setting and like the tag line above says it does have hints of
Avatar (blue, lots of blue!).

Set in a future where the world has been ravaged by earthquakes changing the landscape for the worse, Mira
lives with her parents on what is left of the USA.

We first meet her as a young child during a time when her life changes for the worst. The discovery that her
family, more specifically her father is not what he seems.

He is far from human, he is of alien descent and Mira discovers that he is covered in blue markings that will
easily identify him from everyone else. He is a changer.



Not to spoil the story for you, due to events in the book involving her father, Mira ends up banished to island
along with others like her who have been descended from the aliens. They are kept away from the human
population, they are a threat.

Mira, we meet again as a teen still on the island, most of the residents live like it is the dark ages. Mira still
has one foot in her old life, where others are now wearing animal skins she still wears normal clothes.

The story progresses with Mira getting the opportunity to prove the innocence of her father, how, well I
won't spoil it for you but the government of New America are not known for their kindly nature and Mira is
going to have a hell of a time clearing her fathers name.

This is a really enjoyable novel, dystopia of course is everywhere just now and a novel in this genre really
needs to stand out from the masses out there. Spectacle does a good job with a interesting plot, characters
you can root for and wonderful descriptions of those blue markings! Well worth a read!

Joelle says

The changers, as they are known, crashed on earth and came to live among humans. They were able to
camouflage their blue skin to fit in until one day the color began to come back and they were exposed.
Humans become concerned and there are meetings scheduled between the changers and human leaders.
Mira’s father is a changer and one of the leaders, her mother is human. All goes wrong when the negotiations
are set to take place and the changers are blamed for an attempt on the president’s life thus causing a panic
and the changers to be gathered up and banished to an island. Six years pass and the changers have been
forced to live like savages but there is a way out if one volunteers to fight for their freedom in an arena
against another human to the death. A plan is formed and a hope is ignited that this might be the way to clear
the changers name of wrong doing and so Mira and her friends volunteer to get the job done. This story had
potential but sadly fell short. I felt like I was reading Avatar meets the Hunger Games Gladiator. At the
beginning of the story I would have liked to see more in depth of an account of what took place rather than
here we are and now its 6 years later and now we’re here and this is why. It did not flow well. There was also
a lot of repetition on how Mira felt. It went around and around about her feelings and misgivings when once
was enough to get the point across. Mira’s special power you have it or you don’t, I didn’t like this well I had
it but now it’s gone. It fits right in with how I felt about the story; it was here now it’s gone.

Rae Sontheyon says

Who Is She And What Is She? . . .

This story was definitely a mix of hunger games meets divergent. Based in an alternate reality the author
wrote a fictional narrative involving aliens that mirrored contemporary history and dystopian possibilities.
Definitely a book that will leave you thinking things over long after you've finished reading.

Two hundred years after the Great Disaster, The world is facing an overpopulation problem and doesn't half
enough land after the massive earthquakes that ravaged the planet, leaving only 3 continents. Readers are
introduced to a young Mirabella "Mira" Foster, who lives a simple ordinary life with her parents in New
America. Until one day her father shows her he has blue markings all over him, which signifies he is not



human but an alien called a Changer. Spurred by panic the community of Changers are forced to explain
themselves as the markings where starting to be believed to be a disease. Mira is elated to witness her father
and her friends Cole and Luxxe's dads represent their race to the president. But events go horribly wrong and
and assassination attempt is made being blamed on the Changers. Soon the Changers are rounded and placed
on an island alone to live as away from humans. It's not until Mira is offered a chance to prove her father's
innocence and gain Changers freedom that Mira has to make the hard decisions.

Overall, good read which got me thinking and got a few tears. Not gonna lie this book really had me thinking
more in a history kinda way than literature perspective. The Changers are rounded up and put in an island to
basically die, and all I could think of was the holocaust. Perhaps the way the New America carried their plan
out and how the Changers were marked like the Jews had been, the situation just clicked. Besides all that, the
relationship drama in this book was interesting, because I assumed Mira was going to fall for her hot BFF,
Luxxe, but she didn't. In fact the author repeatedly made sure everyone understood they were just best
friends. That's a huge rarity in any book since 90% of the time male - female best friends in books always
admit attraction or end up together, so props to showing that doesn't always have to happen. However, down
side was it was extremely repetitive on relationship status for everyone, when I felt as if the focus needed to
remain on the politics, schemes and such. So if you are into dystopian worlds where people are separated for
being a different people group and then fight back to be accepted all the while the characters try to figure out
who they are and who they want to be with and where they want to live, than this might be a good book to
try.

**I received a free copy in return for an honest review**

------Read more of my reviews at: http://heyitwasfree.blogspot.com/------

Jo says

When the blurb says "Hunger Games meets Avatar", that is a big claim. One which is not entirely fulfilled.
However, there is a lot to like about this book.

I should say that the story was not what I expected. The initial set up is attention grabbing, and the main
protagonists captured my imagination. Skip forward, and we are dropped into the reality which the initial
events set into motion. And it's here that, for me at least, the narrative deviates from the formula. Mira is not,
for the most part, a strong female protagonist. She is not romantically involved with the main male lead. And
the spontaneous action he takes sparks a suprising turn in the story.

Overall, this was an enjoyable read, though it didn't live up to the headline billing.

I received a copy in exchange for an honest review.

Melissa says

An Exciting Dystopian YA Novel
This is an novel written for young adults but as an adult I enjoyed it very much and think that others will too.
The author has done a terrific job with novel as a whole, the world she has created is not only very realistic



and totally believable, but the way that everything is described, it is also very vivid. The plot was awesome
and as a lover of dystopian novels, I read quite a bit of them and this one definitely stands up within the
ranks of dystopian fiction. The read itself is fast paced, exciting and engaging. I was drawn in right away and
wanted to keep going. There are twists that will leave you reeling,it is definitely a page turner. The characters
were also very engaging and had real depth to them, especially the main character Mira. I loved her strength
and character and was really able to connect with her. I definitely recommend this book and can't wait to
read more from this very talented author. I was given a complimentary copy of this book for an honest
review.

Kari (BookandCoffeeLover) says

I received this book from the author in exchange for an honest review (via the Members’ Giveaway on
Library Thing.).
I was impressed with the world building in Spectacle as it was very believable. All the characters were well
rounded and had depth.
The main issue was that of the romance. It succumbed to a case of insta-love near the end of the book. It
didn't work (or make sense) for me - there was no real history of interaction. I felt that this trope really
detracted from the overall plot of the story. Otherwise, this made a interesting dystopian read.

Becky Stephens says

The first two words in the blurb suggests that this plot is similar to that of The Hunger Games; however, I
didn't feel like that was the case at all. It was more similar to Gladiator, in my opinion. In a sea of dystopian
stories, this one doesn't really stand out.

I felt that the world that Mira lives in as a human was lacking depth. The world of the Changers--when they
are shipped away from the humans--was more fleshed out and felt solid and real. I got a better sense of their
culture, though it was more primitive than I would have expected from a race like theirs.

With the huge gap in time, it didn't flow well. It seemed to rush past fully developing the characters and their
world. It seems that if the human world was more detailed, it would have contrasted better with the
Changers' natural world. I think the author missed a beautiful opportunity to highlight and compare the
differences.

Insta-love, love at first sight. Whatever you call it, I'm not a fan. I think I get that the author wanted to nudge
the readers in one direction only to surprise us with something utterly different, but it didn't work for me.

I received this book for free in exchange for an honest review. This does not affect my opinion of the book or
the content of my review.

Brandi Nyborg says

I am an avid dystopian reader, so it takes a lot to wow me at this point. This is by far one of my new
favorites. I was immediately drawn into to the stories, and easily became invested in all of the characters.



The story moves at quick pace, keeping you on edge wanting more. I hate to admit it but it even made me
tear up a few times. If you enjoy the young adult dystopian genre, you need to put this book at the top of
your to read list!

Alex says

This book was not what I expected, I thought it would be too much of a divergent v hunger games feel, But it
as good on its own
we start of meeting Mira when she and her friends are 10 years old and enjoying a "normal" life 20 years
after the great earthquakes that forever changed the world.
The govt begins to round up those that it deems as different, and quarantines them from the rest of the world.
The book jumps 6 years and the story really begins to unfold.
I was grabbed by the end of the first chapter and could not put book down until I finished, and now waiting
with bated breath for the 2 nd book

I was sent the book by the Author, through Veracious Readers, to review and give an honest opinion. I think
this could be one of the next must reads for all those that like young adult, dystopian novels

Sue says

I received a free copy of this book in return for an honest review.

Spectacle starts out when the protagonist, Mira, is only 10 years old. A few chapters into the book, a tragedy
unfolds and we are then transported 6 years into the future and Mira is now 16 years old.

The world of the changers, their history, their culture, what happened to them and how they survive now
amongst humans, was really well done. All the characters had a lot of depth and I really liked Mira, she was
easy to understand how she saw things and I could empathise with her on different levels. The young male
aliens in Mira’s life reminded me of the wolf boys in the Twilight Saga books – hot headed, ready to fight at
all times, very protective of their loved ones, and well built!

I also liked how the book seemed to lead up to Mira connecting up with one boy but then as the story
progressed and there were further developments, it then headed in a completely different direction, and one
that I was very happy with.

Spectacle is very compelling reading. I was drawn quickly into the story, it was fast paced, and there were
plenty of action scenes. The plot twists throughout the book will make you gasp. This book is definitely a
page turner! This was a very exciting book to read and I became a little teary eyed towards the end of the
story. The actual ending tied everything up neatly and satisfactorily.

Spectacle is very intriguing and thrilling to read, and while a few things reminded me of other books out
there (The Hunger Games, Avatar, Twilight) there were still parts that felt original to me and I really enjoyed
reading this story. SJ Pierce has such a way with words that this book is beautifully written and I will
definitely be taking a closer look at her other books.



Kim Dyer says

Please note that this review would have been a 3.5 if Goodreads allowed half-stars.

This wasn't a bad novel by any means. It had a really gripping opening that immediately drew me into the
world and was very well written. The novel wasn't exactly what I was expecting from the blurb (I was
thinking that it would be more of a humans with mutant powers setting than aliens) but I was still pleasantly
surprised by the Changers. I loved the way that Pierce detailed their culture - it made them feel solid and
real. I also quickly grew attached to the main cast, all of whom spoke with very different voices, and
certainly wanted everything to end happily for them.

So, you may be wondering why the three stars. Well, the story unfortunately wasn't perfect. While the start
of the novel was greatly original, it did wander a little too far along the road most traveled. As the blurb
suggests, the plot takes a lot from The Hunger Games. While it doesn't go so far as to rip off this novel, it
still made the story feel a little derivative and, unfortunately, The Hunger Games did it better. The world of
Spectacle just isn't as well fleshed out (particularly the human world) and everything just wraps up far too
quickly and neatly for my taste.

In terms of character, the story also had a few issues. Firstly, Mira was fairly inactive for a large portion of
the story. She was merely a witness to events and did not really have a lot of involvement. While her actions
during the climax were frankly awesome, it would have been nice to see her developing her powers and just
doing more over the rest of the story. Her romantic exploits also caused me some distress. Although the
novel spent most of its page time seeming to set her up with one boy, this came to naught in the second half
of the story. She instead falls instantly in love with a character who only really appears in the final act.

Yeah. Insta-love just isn't my thing at all. I appreciate that some people may find this romantic but I just find
it weak.

All in all, it's a decent novel. If you're a lover of the Hunger Games and dying to read something similar I
would certainly recommend it.

Cora Tea Party Princess says

Review to come.


