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Primero de la serie. Hacia mucho tiempo que Algjandro Navarro V édzquez, conde de Roda, buscaba la
venganza. Su mujer le habia traicionado incumpliendo un cédigo que, a ojos de su orgullosa moral, era
inquebrantable. La ruptura de su matrimonio era unalosa que pesaba sobre é diay noche.

Habiallegado € momento de hacer justicia. Un detective privado le habia informado de que Jemimateniaun
hijo de dos afios. Su frivola esposa habia acabado teniendo un nifio ilegitimo y él iba a poder tener su ansiada
revancha de unavez por todas.
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lily waheed says

2.5 stars
another f...#3$& % arrogant and stubborn hero! !

Jenny says

The heroine and hero were both despicable and hateful!

L adyacct says

The hero started off acting like the west end of an east bound skunk, while a little more humility wouldn't
have been remiss, in the end | would say he might have been about half way redeemed by the end of the
book.

| love this author's stories but sometimes she carries the hero just atad to far past arrogant donkey's butt for
me. | particularly like it better when the heroine is nobody's doormat, unfortunately this heroine was a bit of
one, and while | will say she was abused and had no self esteem in the beginning she was a believable
character. It would have been nicer to have a bit more backbone.

Fanniny Moreno Zavaleta says

Didn't even start chapter 4.

Why? Because | hate it when the heroine runs away and has a secret baby just because things ended bitterly
between H and her.

And then with her memories | found that she was too stupid to marry him. He was playing around and
expecting her to be exclusive, what ajerk. If she doesn't respect herself, neither will I.

Hope Flora doesn't disappoint.

StM argar ets says

[ was gay and that her ex-con father was blackmailing her for money. (hide spoile

Ruka says



Too much arguments between H & h, H just refused to listen to h for more than 50% of the book.
h was so doormat. It shouldn't be consider as modern romance. Stopped @ Chapter 5.
One of the worse LG's book I've ever read!

Saly says

One of the worst books LG has ever written counting Dark Angel.

Lynsey A says

[gay (hide spoiler)]

Hasmidah says

| likeit!!!

Jacqueline says

One of the most appalling heros ever. He didn't just leap to conclusions, he actively looked for erroneous
conclusionsto leap to. He accused her of everything under the sun. And he NEVER shut up about them. It
was nerve wracking.

Feb 2012 So | just picked up a copy of thistitled Naive Bride Defiant Wife thinking | hadn't read it. Turns
out it must have been retitled as Jemima's Secret. Hmmm...

Booklover says

the extremely proud Spaniard, Algjandro Navarro Vasguez. Stubborn doesn't even describe this man who
takes the word of his half brother that he was having an affair with Jemima, Algjandro's wife.

Now two years later, Jemimais living back in her native England with her two year old son Alfie, the son
she thought she had miscarried when she left her husband after a bitter argument, However, her doctor
confirmed she was definitely pregnant and had probably lost atwin. Still married to Algjandro, she was
running a florist shop and raising her son. What she didn't count on was for her ex to make an appearance
and demand a divorce. there was a DNA test and which proved Algjandro was the father. Demands, more
demands and finally they agreed that they would give their marriage a three month trial, for their son's sake.
And so, the three of them returned to Spain and the Castle where Algjandro's wicked stepmother and sweet
Sister resided.



Accusation, after accusation kept being sent Jemima's way. Her husband wouldn't believe her concerning her
relationship with his brother. However, the physical attraction and sensual awareness for both of them was
still strong.l wondered how much Jemima would endure for the sake of her son? It was obvious his
statements hurt her and that he would believe his brother over her. However, he did get rid of his stepmother
when he finally realized all of the things hiswife told him about her were true. Each of them, in their own
way tried to get along, make the marriage work but they both were keeping secrets. Jemima about her
abusive upbringing and about all of the money she had been blackmailed into given her father shortly after
they were married.

It was obvious to me that Jemima still loved her husband and was hoping he would believe her. | sincerely
thought he loved her from the time they met because he finally agreed for their relationship to be exclusive.
Then when he asked this young woman to marry him. But | also felt for her living in a strange country, being
treated so poorly by her in-law, having her husband working long hours and not paying attention to her. So |
could understand why she sought out the friendship with his step-brother Marco. But as the three month
period came to a close, there was a chain of events that set in motion suffering and pain for them both.
However, when both of their secrets were revealed and Algjandro finally learned the truth about his brother
and let down his guard, this couple got their amazing happy ending

Serioudly i don't even want to speak anything abt the couple,Alexjandro my god this man said all the worse
things that degrades a woman even went to the xtent of saying Jemima was a unfit mother,kept mistrusting
Jemina hurting her humiliating her and believing everyone else but his wife and Jemima one door step
woman kept taking all pain,hurt ,humiliation though for her son's sake she had take few things i understand
that but my god there hasto be a limit

somehow i completed it but cannot recommend it
okay read

Tiasays

The hero and heroine belonged together, plain and simple. The hero believed alot of false crap about the
heroine and the heroine was way too immature when they first met, however after a couple years being apart,
when they came together again, it was magical.

KC 2.0 says

Not awful, but I've read better second-chance romances by Lynne Graham. Algjandro and Jemima caused too
many of their own troubles for me to completely sympathize with them. Algjandro had jealousy and trust
issues, but he wasn't al to blame for his troubled marriage. Jemima also shared equal responsibility. She had
been ayoung, insecure 20-year-old when she married Algjandro. Adding to this volatile mix was the
interference of self-serving relatives and, most importantly, the failure to communicate openly with each
other over many crucial matters.

In this case, | felt the misunderstandings dragged on for too long. | also was not afan of Jemima sacrificing
her marriage for the sake of someone else, especially when revealing that secret to Algjandro wouldn't
damage their marriage but saveit. It seemed kind of asinine to have kept quiet. (view spoiler)



It ended happily for Alejandro and Jemima of course, but my reading experience wasn't as happy.

Danielle says

| didn't fall in love with this book, but it was nice quick read to get through, and very Presenty. There were
some common present themes like hidden baby, aless than stellar marriage, misunderstandings, trust issues,
and hate among the hero against the heroine for some of the misunderstanding throughout making Alejandro
unlike with his harsh judgments against Jemimathat she didn't deserve.

The book began with Algjandro finding out the location of where his estranged wife was living from a
private detective, but that was not the only thing that he learned, but the fact that she had a young son too,
which made him furious thinking that the child wasn't hisin fact he thought it was his brother, who he
thought Jemima was having an affair, leading to their marriage to break down and Jemima walked out on
him to. And he was furious because not only did he think the child was not his, but the fact that she
miscarried their baby only afew weeks before she left, but now supposedly had a baby with someone else so
he decided to go confront her.

Jemimawas living in asmall town in England, where she had a good life with her son, friends, and a stable
career, gaining her much self-confidence that she needed after lacking it her entire life. She had negligent
parents, one being an alcoholic while the other was ajail bird who put her down constantly saying she wasn't
good enough, making me feel very bad for Jemima and all the stuff she had to go through at such ayoung
age and just all the abuse she face and needed desperately for some love, which was reason she fell for
Algjandro so quickly even though believing she wasn't good enough for him and that he didn't love her. And
when her marriage ended she was devastated, but knew she couldn't stay in that distrustful, loveless marriage
forever that was slowly killing aswell as Algjandro's neglect aswell. So, she felt she really good about her
life and her son and was completely content with even men asking her out like crazy though she didn't accept
because she didn't want to fall in the same situation that she wasin with Algjandro. So, when Alejandro
came into the picture it knocked her for aloop and wondered what he could possibly want after two years.
She was scared what Alejandro would do once he learned he had a son, but he didn't even seem interested in
the little boy, only the fact that he wanted a divorce.

Jemima knew that Alejandro didn't believe that Alfie was his son, but had it confirmed when he outright said
it, harping on the fact that she had an affair with his brother and it must have been his brothers not his, which
devastated Jemimathat he still believed she betrayed him as well as the fact that they were both still fiercely
attracted to one another that they almost couldn't keep alid oniit.

Eventually though after hearing Jemima state again and again Alfie was his son, he agreed to have a DNA
test to seeif it was true. Jemimawas humiliated by this fact that he wouldn't believe her and make her and
her son go through with the testing just so he would have the proof that Alfie was his son, and she felt
betrayed.

Of coarse it cameto light that Alfie was his son and he wanted to be the father to that little boy after he had
seen the proof himself. And in typical Harlequin Presents fashion he demanded that she and Alfie come back
to Spain with him, resuming their marriage or she would loose her son for good. Predicable right? (but it's
what part of Harleguin Presents charm is and why people love to read them, and | am one of them). So, of
coarse she agreed to his terms though was still unsure of him and whether she could go back to that place and
be his wife, which was nothing but pain for her especially when he wasn't hearing her words of how horrible



it was for her and how much pain she suffered in those days.

So, they went to Spain and back to their marriage, and even though the passion was still there the emotions
were not and the same problems they faced before came back in full force mainly their distrust of each other
with Algjandro not willing to listen to her at all through most of the book, and in my opinion it was really
annoying and made me not like him more especially after reading all the pain that she went through during
that time. But they both needed to more honest with each other and not hide things, which lead to their
marriage breaking down.

Things they learned throughout the book was the fact that Alejandro’s stepmother was being awitch to
Jemima and basically degrading her for not only being alower class of society, but also undermining her
authority as Algjandro's wife and making the decision herself, making Jemima feel incompetent and like she
was atenant instead of the lady of the house. Algjandro solved that problem by kicking his stepmother out of
the house so she could no longer make Jemima miserable.

Second, Jemima learned that back when they were married, Algjandro's business wasn't doing too well and
he had to work hard in order to make it succeed and not going bankrupt, throwing them out on the street, and
he worked day and night to accomplish that while Jemima thought he was using work as an excuse so he
didn't have to be with her anymore because he was bored with her and wanted to berid of her.

Thirdly, Jemimalearned that her pregnancy, which at first she didn't want because she was too young but got
over quickly enough once Alfie came into the picture, was very dangerous and that she needed to be
carefully with some of her activities since it was high risk, which she was told by the doctor, but in Spanish
which she barely spoken any so she didn't understand, but Alejandro did and the warning that the doctor
gave him personally. The doctor instructed that the two could not make love until she was in the safe zone so
Algjandro stayed away from her, showing no affection and moving out of their bed. Jemima believed he did
this because he found her pregnant body unattractive and he no longer wanted her anymore, and he was
content to ignore when in reality he wanted her so much he wasn't sure if he could keep his hands off of her
so he stayed away from instead, not trusting himself to abide by the doctor's orders.

And lastly, which was the bone of contention in the whole book with Jemima nearly stating until she was
blue in the face that she hadn't had an affair with Marco. Algjandro continued not to believe her until she
revealed that Marco was in fact, making an affair between them impossible. In fact, this piece of information
was revea ed when Jemima had enough after Marco came to see her and threatened to tell Algjandro if he
didn't tell Algjandro himself. But he doesn't, and before she could reveal the truth to Alejandro, who was
upset with her because he thought that she betrayed him by seeing Marco when she specifically promised not
to, but Marco came anyway despite her telling him to stay away. So, thisled to the big argument and the big
revelation about Marco. As soon as Alejandro found out and finally believed her, he was devastated and all
the pain he caused her over this misunderstanding and wanted to make it up to her.

Now | would think that things would have cleared up between the two of them after that, but one big
problem remained and that was Jemima being completely honest with Alejandro about her past and her
background, being utterly ashamed by it and thinking that Alejandro would think less of her because of it.
But the problem arose when her father began calling her asking her for money like he did two years before,
which she gave him to shut him up about his connection to her, but now it was beginning all over again,
however this time she wasn't giving in to him despite his threats. And even still she wouldn't tell Algjandro,
who knew something was going on but not knowing what exactly. So, when her father came to the house,
seeking money she wasn't devastated and just wanted him out of her home, but he started to steal precious
items from the house and when she tried to stop him he attacking causing her to fly across the coffee table



and hit her head. Of coarse, Algjandro came to save the day, protecting her from her father and getting his
items out before promptly throwing him out. Then finally the honest conversation was had where everything
was revea ed between her background, his jealousy over other men being with her, and the fact that he loved
her very much and couldn't imagine being with out her ever which was the reason he married her. Then all
was forgiven with their love true as they get their happily ever after.

Like | said it wasaquick read and it was okay not the best Lynne Graham book |'ve read, but not horrible
either. | think what bothered me the most was Alegjandro, and | don't know if | totally believed he was a
hundred percent that he wasin love with her or not or if was just words. | get he wanted her, but | don't know
if there was amoment where | was like "Oh, he definitely loves her." | just didn't seeit, | think because it
was taking so long for him to totally believe her over everything and her trying to convince him over and
over again theit got alittle tedious. And | also think when Alejandro threatened to take Alfie was alittle
cruel especially with everything that she went through in her life and how she had finally found love and
now it would be taken away again (of coarse he didn't know about her background still), and | know other
Presents books have this theme, but this one it just seemed totally cruel to me and | get why Jemima put
herself in hell again just so she didn't loose her son. Just Algjandro just didn't do it for me, and | didn't tender
feeling towards him. Also | get they have physical chemistry and stuff though truthfully | didn't believe it
because it seemed like every two seconds she was turned on by him, but didn't want to be it was almost too
much and not realistic especially his mistrust of her so blatant that it made me question her and her values on
herself abit. If aguy doesn't trust you that much, why would you trust him and give yourself to him when
your most vulnerable. Again thisisn't new in Harlequin Presents, but in this book it just didn't feel right to
me. Plusit was more physical than emotion, which in the beginning of these books that's what it is but by the
last love scene the reader could feel the emotions coming through and that it was more than just physical.
Again didn't fedl it here. And it just took Algjandro so long to finally believe that she didn't have an affair
that there was barely any tenderness between the pair, which | like to see and usually happen in these books,
but again didn't fedl it. | amost felt like they didn't belong together as a couple or meant to be, but
circumstances with their son that brought them back together again otherwise | don't think either would have
reached out to the other to reconnect again. If Algjandro loved Jemima as much as he said and said he had
from the beginning why not go after her, call her, contact her, or something, but instead he let his pride take
over and not doing anything including divorcing, which | guess was suppose to be the first clue. But like |
said | didn't like him so much like | have other heroes in these types of books, seeing really no showing of
tender emotions or not really any vulnerability either, he was jerk plain and simple and | don't know if he
deserved Jemima even though that was what Jemima wanted, but she could have done better with someone
more loving and tender towards her.

That being said this was an enjoyable read, and | will pick up another Lynne Graham book in the future
hopefully with me connecting to both the hero and heroine and sucking meinto their love story in the book
where I'm rooting for them to get their happily ever after and believing that they both deserve it unlike with
this one where | wasn't totally convinced. But | still gave them a generous rating despite my lack of
connection to the characters because it was Lynne Graham and hopefully read a better one of hersin the
future.

Dee says

| had enjoyed this book asit had loads of angst which | love, but as we got close to the end of the story | got
really angry. Alejandro had treated his Jemimareally badly, accused her of having an affair with his brother,
caled her foul names, refused to believe that her child was his and had made her life hell. At the end he



should have been on his knees begging for forgiveness but that didn’t happen. He got away far too light and
never even said sorry and Jemima just instantly forgave him. | know that she loved him and was finally
relieved that he believed her, but at this stage but she should have been angry and raging that she had
suffered a couple of years of heartbreak. Good story, shame about the ending!




