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The Secrets of an Ancient Legend Come Alive! Adventurous, imaginative, and brave, Kawehi has enjoyed
her life on the island of Kaua'i, and she especially loves the time she spends with Kahoku, her older brother.
But when a shocking event unexpectedly turns her world upside down, Kawehi will find herself facing
unimaginable truths about her family and the people around her, as she is catapulted headlong into a world of
mystery and myth. Although Kawehi's gentleness and innocence are powerful talismans against the evil she
will confront, the strength of her character, and the amazing gifts she never knew she had will allow her to
rise to heights of achievement that her family could never have dreamed of. Beautifully written, rich with the
culture, surroundings, and native legends of Hawai'i, Ancient Guardians: The Hawaiian Legend of
Sharktooth and Hawkeye introduces a unique heroine and her family, whose adventures you will be excited
to follow in this inventive and compelling new series.
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Reader Views says

ANCIENT GUARDIANS: THE HAWAIIAN LEGEND OF SHARKTOOTH AND HAWKEYE

Kanani Hurley
Outskirts Press (2015)
ISBN 9781478759249
Reviewed by Paige Lovitt for Reader Views (12/15)

In “Ancient Guardians” by Kanani Hurley, we meet Kawehi, a young girl growing up on the idyllic island of
Kaua’i. Kawehi’s life is suddenly thrown off kilter when a serious tragedy occurs that affects her whole
family. As the family struggles to process what happened, they discover there is more to the situation than
meets the eye. The entire family draws closer together to try to stop potential future events. As the family
gathers, Kawehi learns much about the history of her people, and realizes that she will have to fight evil to
save the future of her family.

As the adventure progresses, Kawehi discovers that she and her family members all have very special gifts.
They must use these talents to defeat the people who are trying to destroy them. The author takes us back in
time so that we can see how the drama began. Going forward in time, there are still people from the past that
must be dealt with. For Kawehi, this experience helps her grow up very quickly and she soon finds herself
becoming the heroine of the story.

I really enjoyed reading “Ancient Guardians.” Even though the heroine is young, the book is written at a
level that both teens and adults will be able to enjoy. The subject matter is age appropriate for preteens and
teens. This would be the perfect story to have on a summer reading list. The unique setting of being on a
Hawaiian Island while trying to solve the mystery of an ancient legend makes the book magical. It quickly
captivated me. I loved that the family members had such a tight connection with each other. This helped
strengthen their gifts. It is also refreshing to find family members that like each other in a novel for youth.

“Ancient Guardians” by Kanani Hurley is highly recommended reading. This would make a great gift for a
young avid reader.

Edith says

The review copy of  Ancient Guardians: The Hawaiian Legend of Sharktooth and Hawkseye  that I
received from the author herself starts as a rather conventional family saga with ten-year-old Kawehi, usually
called Wehi, at its centre. However, when the girl's brother Kahoku drowns in the sea although he is an
excellent swimmer and experienced surfer, it changes into a captivating fantasy thriller. Before soon the
entire family has to deal with a band of malicious ‘aum?kua (guardian spirits) seeking their lives and in due
course old as well as new family ‘aum?kua appear to protect its members. To my greatest regret, the book
ends with a cliff-hanger. For the rest the author did an excellent job interweaving legend with fiction as well
as personal experience not to say grief. I believe that above all teenagers and young adults may love this



novel, while I found it a bit hard to relate to a child heroine. Otherwise, I enjoyed the read.

For a long review I invite you to visit my book blog Lagraziana's Kalliopeion at
http://lagraziana.booklikes.com/post/1244743/ancient-guardians-by-kanani-hurley


