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Heaven |sthe Home Y ou've Been Waiting For

In thisworld of fear, trials, and loneliness we often feel adrift--like we're till searching for a place where we
can truly make ourselves at home. There's alonging for something more, something that makes us feel like
we belong, something that resonates perfectly with who we were made to be. Thislonging is no small thing
to be brushed off and forgotten--it's a guidepost letting us know we were made for another world. Earth is
not our home. But it's close.

What we long for is the new earth, the place God has been preparing for our eternity with him. In"Home,"
Elyse Fitzpatrick explores heaven and the afterlife, demonstrating that our final destination is not some dull,
featureless space in the clouds, but rather a perfected earth. It'sareal, physical place that we'll explore with
real bodies. A place of beauty and wonder and free of all death and decay.

No need to chase a bucket list. On the new earth there will be no end of glorious sites and amazing activities,
and wel'll never run out of time to do them all. Includes questions for group discussion.
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From Reader Review Home: How Heaven and the New Earth
Satisfy Our Deepest Longingsfor online ebook

Rebecca Ray says

| think sometimes we are so busy trying to make our homes on earth happy that we forget that we weren’t
made to be on the earth eternaly. Instead of focusing on the here and now, we should focus on the there and
then. But, how much do we know about Heaven and the New Earth? Do we have the right perspective on
what our eternal home will be like? That is the subject of Elyse Fitzpatrick’s new book Home: How Heaven
and the New Earth Satisfy Our Deepest Longings.

In this book, Fitzpatrick takes on the topic of eternity and we can view it. She examines the Biblical
foundation of heaven. She talks about the New Earth that will be created after the Millennium. Sometimes
she speculates with details. Other times, she refuses to speculate on what aspects of Heaven and the New
Earth will be like.

There are many things about this book to love, and much of the book is grounded in scripture. Sometimes
interpretations of specific scripturesin relation to prophecy differ depending on our own faith background
and way of interpreting the Bible, and | feel like Fitzpatrick does and excellent job dealing with her
interpretations of scripture. There are many places where | agree, and afew places where | disagree, but |
still feel like thisis an excellent book, and aworthy read.

| dso found that | really agreed with the main thrust of the book. We have alonging and a hole in our hearts
that we can’t fill and that longing is one for eternity. We long for the earth to be made whole (or recreated).
Those moments of sadness and discontent that we have herein this life are meant to be there. We have them
because of the eternity and longing for it that God has placed in our hearts. Just coming to that realization is
worth the time taken to read this book.

Disclaimer: | received a complimentary copy of this book from the publisher in exchange for an honest
review.

Jami Balmet says

Amazing! If you have ever wondered what heaven would be like or why we should long for it so much, then
you need to read this book. | think every believer needs to put this on their to-read list ASAP. | am so
thankful for a deeper perspective on Heaven and longing for it here on earth!

Nancy Boyd says

| was blessed in that reading this book draws my thoughts more to the reality of eternity - and the promised
inheritance God holdsin trust for us who believe in Him. Thinking about the new heavens and the new earth
bring such joy! My only negative comment is that | think in some places the author has said "it is s0" where
realy, scripture hasn't exactly said "it is so".



Heidi says
Books on Heaven are difficult to evaluate, because much is often left to speculation. For that reason, I'm

undecided in my review.

This book would best be read as a hard copy to more carefully digest it rather than simply listening to the
audio version as| did.

Erica says

Longing for Home

Ever since | read this book, | have had a change in my perspective, even more of an ache for our true home
with the Lord in glory than ever before. | definitely recommend this book to anyone who desiresto learn
more about having an eternal perspective.

Susan Feaster says

I'm not sure | have ever struggled quite so much with abook review as | have with this one. Home. How
Heaven and the New Earth Satisfy Our Deepest Longings by Elyse Fitzpatrick was not at all what | expected.
Although, having said that, I'm not sure exactly what | expected. I'm still not certain that | can say | liked this
book. Nor can | say | disliked it. | guessthat al goes back to it just not being what | expected. | can say that
it provided food for thought. And the fact that I'm still thinking about it is proof, on some level at least, that
the book is a success.

"Home" is our only hope in thislife - the hope that Jesus promised when He promised to come and take us
unto Himself where will see Him and be completed by Him. But we're not "home" yet. So writes Fitzpatrick,
as she then proceeds to paint a portrait of what life will be like there, even as she challenges usto live here
with therein view.

Written in avery conversational tone, Fitzpatrick shares incidents from her own lifeto illustrate why thereis
within us alonging for "home", challenging the reader not to lose sight of "home" even as we are bogged
down in thisjourney caled life.

Fitzpatrick uses passages from Scripture to establish a description of the "home" we were meant to occupy.
She challenges readers to think deeply about what the eternal "home" will look like. Are we expecting
something akin to an idyllic Thomas Kincade painting? Does that line up with the descriptions in Scripture?

Whether or not you agree with her conclusions or her theology, Elyse Fitzpatrick's Home challenges you to
dig into the Scriptures to clarify what you believe. Book clubs or Bible study groups who use this book will

likely have some lively discussions!

Bethany House Publishing Group provided me with afree copy of Home by Elyse Fitzpatrick in exchange



for my honest opinion.

Stephanie Brown says

| am glad Bethany House has blessed me with non fiction aswell as fiction books to read and review. | truly
have to make myself read on fiction nowadays. | will be honest | truly like inspirational books that are not
deep (usethe Bible for that) and are more for daily devotion and encouragement. The first few chapters
were a bit tough for me to read as | did not always agree with the author's viewpoint. However, | do like to
be challenged to evaluate my faith and beliefs. | did so much enjoy the author's analogy of heaven being a
paradise, more like a garden than a sky full of clouds. Never thought of that before when | thought of heaven.
| did find great encouragement from chapters like seven and eight, particularly personal stories of suffering
but still had eyes on God and hope for a home for him in heaven. Like | said earlier use my Bible as my
guide but was encouraged by these verses the author used when talking about the joy that we will find in
heaven. Such as Isaiah 35:4-10.

There will Nebo more night Revelation 22:5. The last thing that truly tugged my heart is No more tears. God
himself will wipe away every tear. Revelation 21:3. Did | agree with or enjoy every word in this book? The
honest answer is no. But was | challenged to search the scriptures and ponder on what our heavenly home
would be like? The answer isyes. | am aso praying | develop more of a 2ove and need to read non fiction
books. Although | love to escape to the fiction world, my brain as well as my heart need some dosages of
reality and my mind needs to be challenged by such questions like this author raised. What will our home
with God be like? In her words, our new home will be a paradise. A place where there will be no more stress,
sin, shame, or suffering.

Andrea says

She takes some pretty big leaps, but she does admit she knows she's taking leaps.

Michael A. says

More enjoyable than most books on the afterlife | have read asit isn't adry treatise, but deals more with
emotions and feelings. Y et it does have sufficient backup and quotes without reading like a book of quotes
strung together. Really explained how | can feel Homesick in my own bedroom. And had me feeling more
homesick every few pages.

Jeanie says

Perhaps one of the reasonswhy God choosesto leave usin thisterribly broken world with itsvarious
disappointmentsisto createin our soulsa certain dissatisfaction, an insatiable hunger for home. In his
sovereign plan, thisworld isnot meant to be our final destination; we're not meant to live with a right-
here, right-now mentality, wher e we expend our physical, emotional, spiritual, financial, and relational
energiestryingto turn thistemporal homeinto the eternal homeit will never be.



What do you think of when you hear the word home? For some of usit might not give you the warm fuzzies
that it may give others. However, the word home does convey alonging in our hearts. To be accepted, to
rest, and love that is not tiresome. This study of heaven and the new earth is an encouragement to the soul
because it speaks to those longings.

If you have not read Elyse Fitzpatrick, | would encourage you to do so. Sheis not fluff but very real in her
struggles which she shared quite a bit in this study. More so than any other book | have read from her. | have
met her when she spoke at my church in Kansas City. Her sharing of herself explains afew things that |
observed. Sheisagreat speaker but one on one, sheis very reserved. Her own struggles might be your
struggles. | recognized some in myself. It is these struggles that there is alonging for home and
encouragement on how to keep our eyes on home and not here. The tension we feel for both places. The
unknown and the not yet.

Each chapter gives a glimpse of home, our struggles to see clearly and ends with questions that direct the
reader to fix our eyes on what lasts forever. Why of all religions, does our Jesus suffer? What does that mean
for you and me? Those that have faith in Christ and respond to his grace and those that walk away? What
does heaven mean to me in my failures and loss now?

Our understanding of heaven and the New Earth directs our longings and struggles. It reminds us of what
really matters. | also was encouraged by her insight on our pets going to heaven. It isin theimmortality of
their masters that our pets will have theirs.

Some guotes | found encouraging.

Justification by social media is one of the primary reasons that Facebook exists. And the other oneis our
intrinsic desire to envy. We've lost sight of our true Home, and are trying to find satisfaction and justification
whereit will never be found.

The sovereign God has made us to be in Christ and once we see him as heis, then we'll see all things-
including sin for what they are. God won't need to restrain us from sin. Sin will have absolutely no appeal. It
will be, literally, unthinkable.

Heaven reminds us that all things will be new and that familiarity breeds contempt. We need to always be
reminded of our awe in what God has done and what he is doing. Each truth presented will encourage you to
persevere in the hope of our deepest longs being filled.

A Special Thank You to Bethany House Publishing and Netgalley for the ARC and the opportunity to post an
honest review.

Doreen says

I think we all need to read a book about heaven once in awhile. It is easy to forget that thisworld isNOT
our home if we're believers. It’'s so easy to get comfortable here and even to be afraid of dying because of al
we'll miss here. It's good to be reminded that this world offers us only a smidgen of the glories that await in
heaven and on the new earth.



This book is very readable and encouraging. It stoked the fires of my longing for heaven. | needed that. |
especially appreciated the chapter on suffering. Fitzpatrick writes, “ The primary reason the Spirit gave us
portraits of the world to come isto comfort us in the midst of our suffering. Lifein the New Earthis only
good news to those for whom this old earth no longer promises satisfaction” (page 144). As| write this, |
have good friends who are going through severe life-threatening trials. When death isimminent (and even
when it’s not), it helps to keep our eyes fixed on what awaits us. My 16 year old son has had five open heart
surgeries. He has always had a robust view of heaven and it helped him face three surgeries in four months
without any fear. He asked me when we heard some bad news, “Are you afraid I'm going to die? | won't feel
any painwhile I’'min surgery. Andif | die, I go to be with Jesusin heaven.” Because of his suffering, he
longs for heaven more and thinks about it more and it has changed his outlook on scary thingsin life. | think
very few of us get this perspective on our own; this book can help the rest of us, including me, to change
how we look at heaven and suffering.

We have so many misconceptions about heaven. We think it will be boring. We imagine floating on clouds,
playing harps, or singing al the time. We think we'll be leaving everything from this world behind. These
things couldn’t be further from the truth. This book briefly walks through what the new heaven and new
earth will be like. It points us to what will satisfy the longing we each have for areal home....where we are
loved and where we belong and are fulfilled and satisfied. It paints a glorious, exciting picture.

Thank you to Bethany House for providing me with afree copy of this book in exchange for my review. |
was hot required to make it positive. Thisisagreat book and | would highly recommend it.

Emily Cook says

This book both inflamed and soothed my ache for the new world, for Jesus, for home.
Highly recommend.

Mindy Burnham Hedvall says

Loved thisread. It'sone | can see myself picking up just for encouragement in my every day life. A lot of
hard work went into this so its jam packed with quotes and history and Biblical context that make it more
like acommentary than alight read but | loved it nonetheless.

Jesseca Wheaton says

This book was a hard one for me to rate. During the first few chapters, | was fairly certain of the fact that the
author and | did not see eye-to-eye on quite afew things. | know that not everyone believes the same way
about Bible prophecies, so | kinda expected that.

However, | felt like, in away, the author was saying it was okay to not be content with our lives here,
because heaven is ahead.

While | agreeto a certain point that God has put in our hearts alonging for heaven, doesn't He also want us
to be content with living for Him here on earth?

Paul saysin Philippines 4:11 that he has learned it whatsoever state heisin, there to be content. Yes, thereis



also a place where he says he longs to be present with the Lord, but even than, Paul realized that God's
timing was perfect, and God had him on this earth, where he was, for areason.

God has given us alonging to be with Him, yet at the same time, we are not to be okay with ssmply being
discontent.

| think my biggest fault with the book was that | felt that this was thrown out of proportion.

All that to say, | did really enjoy the last few chapters. Heaven is our perfect home, where there will be no
sickness, and no pain! Can you imagine how wonderful that will be? The last few chapters were filled with
hope, and that was so refreshing. After our time on this earth is done, a perfect, eternal, everlasting home
awaits up with our Heavenly Father. And there, in Christ's presence, for the first time, we will be whole.
Perfect. We will be His.

So yes. Whilel didn't agree with it al, | did enjoy the book. 3 stars!

~| received a copy of thisbook from Bethany House Publishersin exchange for my honest review~

Joan says

This book is different from any other I've read on our eternal home. Rather than giving descriptions of what
it will belike, Fitzpatrick desires that we have a deeper understanding of and a deeper desire for our eterna
home.

She asks us to recognize our homesickness. She shares her own disrupting experiences of life being turned
on end, causing her to focus on heaven. She clarifies misunderstandings about heaven. She explores the
resurrection of Jesus and what that tells us. She relates the characteristics of the Garden of Eden to our final
home (such as animals). She imagines what the New Jerusalem will mean to us. She reminds us that the sight
of Hisface will wipe out our bucket list. She also writes about the possible role of the congregated churchin
being a“thin place.”

| really like Fitzpatrick's emphasis on what heaven will mean to us. That makes us long for it more than mere
descriptions would. | aso like her writing about what we can do now to prepare for our future home. Nothing
we do hereisin vain, she writes. We can even hasten His day by living godly lives (2 Peter 3:11-14). And |
like that she reminds us that our future home is ours by grace aone.

There were afew surprising ideas in this book. Fitzpatrick relates a hiking experience and then thinks of
hiking the New Earth, never getting tired or sick. That the New Earth would have mountains and canyonsis
not something I've thought about. Another thought provoking idea was about worship. We find no command
to Adam and Eve to worship. Fitzpatrick concludes that before sin, everything Adam and Eve did was
worship. She proposes that all we do on the New Earth will be worship, such as hiking.

Fitzpatrick says she has written this book to make usthirst for heaven like never before and prepare us for
living our life here, aways keeping our life there in view. She has certainly convinced me of how deeply
satisfying our future home will be.

If, with every passing day, you long for heaven more and more, this book will stir up that desirein you.
Perhaps you don't long very much for heaven. Perhaps you have been trying to numb your desire to live
somewhere other than in this sinful world. | highly recommend this book asit will reveal to you the



believer's deeply satisfying future home.

| received a complimentary egalley of this book from the publisher for the purpose of an independent and
honest review.




