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The Good Book offers a user-friendly guide to the Bible's biggest ideas. A chapter from the Bible
accompanies each chapter of the book, which helps readers understand the context and content of the
Scripture passages in a way that can open the whole Bible.

Designed as a forty-day journey through forty key chapters of the Bible, The Good Book will appeal to those
who already love and read the Bible regularly as well as to those who are just beginning their Christian
journey.

The Good Book:
is a great evangelism tool for explaining the major themes of Scripture to those who want to know more
about God, Jesus, and the core beliefs of Christianity;
gives new believers an overview of the Bible and lays a framework to help them understand Scripture
passages;
helps longtime Christians rediscover the basic themes of Scripture and experience these truths in a new way;
and
encourages Scriptural literacy as it pushes readers to read both one chapter of the book and one chapter of the
Bible each day for forty days.
The Good Book is great for individuals, and it can also be used by small groups in an eight-week church-
wide program or a forty-week journey that focuses on one Bible chapter each week. The Good Book will
help people understand and live by the transformative truths of the Bible.
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From Reader Review The Good Book: 40 Chapters That Reveal the
Bible's Biggest Ideas for online ebook

Carrie Schmidt (Reading is My SuperPower) says

The Good Book by Deron Spoo is a great resource for people who are new to Scripture, and it helps more
seasoned readers look at the Bible with fresh eyes. The book is divided into 8 sections pertaining to various
themes/truth, and the 5 chapters included in each section spotlight a different ‘essential’ chapter of the Bible.

There are a few passages that seasoned readers can successfully assume are included in this devotional-style
book. Genesis 1. Psalm 23. John 3. Romans 8. 1 Corinthians 13. But there are several chapters of the Bible
included here that I wouldn’t necessarily have picked if I were writing this book, and therefore they grabbed
my attention.

Another thing I enjoy about The Good Book is that the narrative (after each spotlight of a Biblical chapter)
focuses on understanding the Bible as it relates to God being here. With you. With me. And how that affects
our daily lives. This isn’t a textbook for exposition (but you will learn things). Instead, the narrative is
peppered with personal stories, candid conversation, and questions for reflection.

Bottom Line: The Good Book by Deron Spoo is a book I would readily give to someone who’s looking at a
Bible for the first time. It’s great for a general overview of the Big Story that unfolds from Genesis to
Revelation, and its personal application will help the Bible to become more personal to the reader. But it’s
also a book that I would happily use as the basis for a small group study with my ‘tribe’ of friends who are
familiar with the Bible and the redemption story it tells – because it helps us see God’s Story from perhaps a
new perspective. It’s easy to read, the questions for reflection are meaningful, and the structure of the
narrative can lead to deeper understanding of the Bible and – most importantly – of Jesus.

(I voluntarily reviewed a complimentary copy of this book)

See my review at Reading Is My SuperPower

Shannon (Mrsreadsbooks) says

Though the Bible is the world's bestselling book, it can seem big, complicated and mysterious. Now there is
a way that will help you unpack its biggest ideas, making the whole Bible accessible. By zeroing in on just
40 key Bible chapters, The Good Book unlocked the major themes of Scripture to reveal God's heart and
mind, making the Bible uniquely personal. The Good Book will help you discover not only the Bible's core
truths but also the One who is behind every word on every page. As you delve into Scripture, you will draw
closer to the God who loves you and who wants you to experience the joy of learning into his gracious plan
for your life.

The Good Book in broken down into 8 different sections; In The Beginning, God is Good When Life Gets
Messy, God is Big, Tough Love, Troubled Times, Jesus Has Just Entered The Building, Jesus Won't Leave
Us As We Are, Following Jesus and God's Message For You. Each section is then broken down into several
chapters that go along with the main idea of the section, such as many chapters from Genesis appearing in
the first section In The Beginning. For example, the very first chapter in the first section is titled, You're



More Like God Than You Think, Genesis 1. Before the first page of each chapter, the scripture in reference
is printed so the reader can read the Biblical chapter before reading the chapter discussing it. The author also
provides a short For Reflection section at the end of each chapter, which is helpful in bringing the idea of the
chapter to a conclusion.

Although I am very familiar with most of the scripture presented in the book, I enjoyed the set up of the book
and think that it would be especially helpful for those who are new to the Bible. Even though I am very
familiar with the scriptures presented, I enjoyed the way the book was written and it gave me a chance to re-
read some chapters that I don't come across often in my daily devotionals or scripture writing. There are a lot
of chapter presented that individuals who are familiar with the Bible will probably have read several times
such as Genesis, Psalm 23 and 1 Corinthians 13. I think this is a great book for anyone who is new to the
Bible or who wants to take a different approach in reading or re-reading some of the chapters that contain the
Bible's biggest ideas. I think it would also be a good book to use in a Bible study setting. It is easy to read
and the author gives us insight into how to apply the Biblical chapters presented in the book into our daily
lives.

Thank you to the publisher for sending my an ARC.

Mark says

I really liked the idea of this book when I read about it, and the foreword by one of my favorite authors
sealed my deciding to review the book.

What the author is doing with this book, is taking the 40 key passages of Scripture and putting them in one
book, along with some commentary after each section. One reason behind the book is for new Christians to
get a better grasp on these key passages from the Bible, instead of them getting lost in passages that they
don't understand. I can attest it is also valuable for those of us who have been Christians for several years and
have grown up in the church. I know I tend to read the same verses and passages over and over for my
devotions, so it is nice to have this book that pulls out some of the passages I should be reading and focusing
on.

The book is well written and put together very well. It is obvious the author did a lot of study and research
and didn't settle on these 40 passages quickly and without much thought. His commentary after each section
is well said and valuable also. I would definitely recommend this book to any Christian, no matter where
they are on their spiritual journey.

I was given a copy of this book in exchange for my honest review.

Lew Button says

Encouraging people to read the Bible has been a goal at least since the book of Deuteronomy was written.
The refrain was picked up by Paul in his epistles and the church fathers added their voice in various ways
even to the point of coming up with a three-year cycle of Bible reading so believers could work their way
through the Bible over three years.



I have found that it is difficult to both read and understand the Bible when I try to read it through in a year.
So, I like the idea of a Bible reading plan that provides a way to read the Bible and get an overview without
having to read 4 or 5 chapters a day. That is what Deron Spoo has provided in The Good Book. Kyle
Idelman writes in the preface that this book “…takes you on a journey through the forty most essential
themes in Scripture.”
The author takes twenty chapters from the Older Testament and twenty chapters from the New Testament to
give an overview of the Bible. He is not the first provide a Bible reading plan that takes the reader through
the Bible. (I used E-100 a few years ago.) However what Deron Spoo adds is a brief commentary after each
reading that puts the chapter in a specific context and within the context of Scripture.
After the reading in Jonah Deron connects the Older Testament and the New Testament with a chapter called
Why Two Testaments? He shows that, though there is a 400-year gap between the two testaments, they fit
together and the New Testament continues the story begun in Genesis 1.
I might ask why one of my favorite books did not at least get a chapter but, by and large, the author has
chosen well and does a good job of tying everything together. The illustrations he uses are helpful in
picturing the state of the world. For example, he tells us that the largest man-made object on our planet is the
Fresh Kills Landfill and says it is telling that largest man-made item on the planet is a pile of garbage. We
have made a mess of God’s creation.
Each reading concludes with a commentary and thoughts for reflection making this book a good Bible study
resource. It would make a good small group study. It could encourage people to read the Bible and give
opportunity to dig in.
I do have few concerns. In the author’s commentary on Genesis 1 Deron writes, “Many people wonder
whether Adam and Eve were the only people God directly created. In later chapters of the Bible, their
descendants went off and met other people east of Eden. Where did these people come from?”
There are explanations about the people East of Eden that don’t imply that God also created other people
besides Adam and Eve. If God created other people I would have to wonder not only if Jesus died for them
but also whether they ever sinned. I, for one, would not want to marry a person who never sinned. Although I
have met many spouses who think they are perfect I think we all trace our ancestry back to Adam and Eve.
There was one other issue that gave me pause. Maybe in a group discussion the author could have cleared
this up but right now all I have is his commentary and I don’t know where he is going with it. My concern
comes from the commentary on Romans 8 entitled “Is God Ever Mean?”. I understand the author’s concern
to present a balanced picture of God but I wondered if Deron was downplaying the reality of judgement. I do
not believe God is mean or vindictive but at the same time I believe he is holy and just.
All in all, I think this book will be helpful the those who are biblically illiterate or alliterate. I believe the
Bible is a living book and we can get caught up in that life if we read it. This is one pastor’s effort to get
people to read the Bible.
I received a copy of this book from netgalley.com with the understanding I would read it and write a review.

Lisa Johnson says

Title: The Good Book
Author: Deron Spoo
Pages: 400
Year: 2017
Publisher: David C Cook
My rating 4 out of 5 stars.
The Bible is more than “the good book”, which is what it was referred to where I grew up, like something



real but without power. Perhaps many still look at it this way; I don’t know. What I do know is the Bible is
the only truly inspired, accurate and infallible Word of God. The author picks and chooses specific chapters
of the Bible that he then writes about with a couple of reflection questions afterwards.
Some of what the author wrote might help new Christians get a sense of what God is saying and how it
impacts your life. It is meant to help people know God, it is a starting place, then people can explore the
many chapters left in the Bible that has so much to feed on. I don’t think the author meant to write the book
as a shortcut to deeper studies or reading through the whole Bible, so I hope readers don’t use this book in
that manner.
If you use this book, consider it as a launching pad not a place to stop and dwell. The focus should be on the
Bible and what God reveals to us about Himself. The questions are centered on what the Word speaking to
the reader and transforming us out from our self-centered culture. I am disappointed that the book doesn’t
really challenge people more, to go deeper or contain a Bibliography that points people to consider their next
study. Yet each book has a different purpose for being written as the video shows why this one was written.
So, if you do read the book, read discerningly and always question what is before you. God, though the Holy
Spirit, will teach you what is truth. He will reveal Himself and teach you about Himself in a manner that will
transform your mind.
Disclosure of Material Connection: I received one or more of the products or services mentioned above for
free in the hope that I would mention it on my blog. Regardless, I only recommend products or services I use
personally and believe will be good for my readers. I am disclosing this in accordance with the Federal Trade
Commission’s 16 CFR, Part 255. “Guides Concerning the Use of Endorsements and Testimonials in
Advertising.”

Brittany says

I am enjoying working through this book. Each section is composed of five chapters and I like the way these
chapters are “bite-sized”. I am folding this reading into my quiet time and that is working nicely.

The five chapters in each section build the case for the idea that is covered in each section. I like the way the
Bible reading is actually printed right in the book and is followed by the authors explanation.

The ideas presented in The Good Book do indeed seem to give a general, overall framework for what are
some major themes in the Bible. The author does not go into arguments to prove the claims of the Bible, or
into a word by word breakdown. The ideas appear focused on increasing the understanding of how God
could be working in an individual’s life, based on how He has worked through the past.

I received a complimentary copy of this book. All opinions are my own.

You can read this review on my blog:
https://brittreadsfiction.wordpress.c...

Bob Morton says

Standard disclaimer. I got an advanced copy of the book from NetGalley in exchange for an honest review.
Deron Spoo has written an excellent book that can be used in so many different ways. It can be used as a



personal devotional, a Christian Education class, a Bible study, etc.
My only disappointment, minor because I may have read something into his introduction. I was under the
impression that he had created this book of stories to help an unchurched (ignostic he calls them) to
understand the Christian faith better. In reality the title says it all, 'the Bible's biggest ideas.
The book is written to all levels. A person who has read the Bible and studied it can gain some new insight. I
know that I looked at some scriptures in a way that I would not have before. On the other hand, a person who
is unchurched can pick up the book can gain an understanding of what it truly means to be a Christian and
what we believe.
Forty ideas are presented. 20 from the Older Testament (Old means we do not use it any more, older means it
still has value), and 20 from the New Testament. One might have their own scriptures that they might
include, but I feel that Mr. Spoo has chosen with care what he thought were the best ones. I am sure it was
hard to narrow it down to 40 ideas.
If you are looking for a book that argues theology, this is not it. Nor does it deal with the issues that as
Christians separate us into denominations. It does, however, introduce the key concepts of Christianity in
nice bite sized pieces.
High recommendations from me on this book.

Julie D. says

Oh my goodness - this book is absolutely amazing! It is geared toward the new believer but, honestly, I
learned so much and had such a new insight to Scripture through this book!

It's 40 chapters of the Bible, focusing on the biggest ideas that we should know about. It by no means infers
that there are only 40 chapters worth reading but it truly focuses in on the chapters that tells us who God is.

Each chapter starts out with the Scripture from the Bible that we are focusing on, then there is an explanation
after this gives us insight to what we've read. It's definitely not like reading a text book as the author brings
life into his explanations with stories and fresh writing. I learned so much from what the author shared. He
doesn't talk down to the reader but draws us in by showing how timely and exciting the Word of God is!

At the end of this are statements and questions for reflection. I really enjoyed this as I was able to focus in on
what I learned and dig deeper into the chapter that was taught on. As many years as I have studied the Bible,
I was amazed at all the treasures I found through this book. It's truly fantastic!

It is definitely a good book for new believers or would be a great book for sharing the Gospel principles to
others. I love how it explains things so well without being dry. It's an excellent book and I highly
recommend it! I give it 5 out of 5 stars.

*This book was provided to me for my honest review by LitFuse Publicity Group

Becky says

From chapter one: You’re more like God than anything else he created. At times you might feel worthless.
Perhaps this is why the first chapter of the Bible sends the unmistakable message that you are priceless. Even
on days when you feel barely human, you are, in fact, more like your Creator than anything else in existence.



Premise/plot: This book is meant as a guidebook to the Bible for spiritual ignostics; the term describes those
"with no God history and no Christian memory." In other words, those new believers or near believers that
have not grown up in the church or in Christian culture. Spoo has selected forty chapters of the Bible to serve
as the "basis of the faith we know as Christianity…" and which are "absolutely essential for understanding
the big ideas of the Bible."

The book is divided into eight sections with five chapters apiece. Each chapter is prefaced with one of the
forty chapters of Scripture. So at the very, very least--if readers don't skim the reprints--one will have read
forty whole chapters out of the Bible. Spoo encourages his readers to read these scriptures before and after
his "brief exploration" of each passage.

The forty chapters: Genesis 1, 3, 6, 12, 22; Exodus 3, 14, 20; Judges 16; 1 Samuel 17; Job 1; Psalm 23, 51,
139; Proverbs 1; Isaiah 53; Jeremiah 1; Daniel 3, 6; Jonah 1; John 1, 3; Luke 2, 8, 15; Matthew 5, 6, 7, 28;
Mark 15; Acts 1, 2, 9, 10; Revelation 22; Romans 8; 1 Corinthians 13; Galatians 5; James 1; 1 John 3.

My thoughts: I have very mixed feelings on The Good Book.

Spoo seems to be suggesting that new believers need to read books about the Bible more than they need to
read the Bible itself--that handing a new believer, a new disciple, a copy of this book, for example, would be
more beneficial than handing them the very Word of God. He assumes that they simply are not ready for the
Bible.

Spoo promises much in the introduction. "After understanding these chapters, you’ll be able to recognize the
rhythm of the Scriptures and tap your toes to the cadence." Also, "Finally, I encourage you to reread the
Bible chapter with the benefit of knowing more about the context and content." I was led to believe that
Spoo's exploration of these passages would be MEATY, providing actual content and context. I didn't find
that to be the case.

Though the introduction seems to be God-centered, gospel-centered, Spoo has a tendency to wander into it's-
all-about-you land. In some of his discussions, the focus doesn't seem to be on God but on YOU and what
YOU can get from the passage to make you feel warm and fuzzy.

But. My main issue with this book, however, is the dominance of stories, more stories, even more stories
which overbalance any focus on the text of Scripture itself. There may be the barest of backbones of context-
capable of being detected within each chapter, but, the focus isn't on the Word of God, isn't on the divine or
human author of the book, isn't on what it meant to the original audience or even what it means today to you
and me. If you're clueless--truly clueless--about the Bible, about the faith, hearing anecdotes and personal
stories that have just the smallest link to the Scripture passage itself will not strengthen your faith and shine
light on your path.

I'll swing over to the positive side for a minute. He said two things in the introduction that I wholeheartedly
agree with.

1) "Reject the tendency to be satisfied with your current understanding of the Bible. Refuse the temptation to
think that what you grasp of the Scriptures today is somehow enough."

2) "Remember that the ultimate benefit of reading the Scriptures isn’t greater familiarity with the Bible but
deeper intimacy with God."



And there were plenty of solidly true statements for new believers to digest within the book itself.

In conclusion, IF I bought the premise that new believers need books for new believers and not the Word of
God itself, would I hand them Spoo's The Good Book, OR, would I choose another book instead? That's a
question I think is worth asking--and answering. I don't think it would be my top choice--or even in my top
five.

Denise says

I was interested in reading The Good Book by Deron Spoo because I'm always looking for a good teaching
devotional resource. The Good Book is almost a discipleship-type resource - it takes you through 40
important chapters of the Bibles and covers the biggest topics and ideas of the Bible. The corresponding
chapter of the Bible is included with the chapter expounding it. The chapter of the Bible is provided in the
author's favorite translation (Christian Standard Bible), but you can grab your Bible and read it in your own
translation if you prefer, which is what I did.

The Good Book is divided into eight sections: In the Beginning; God Is Good When Life Gets Messy; God Is
Big; Tough Love, Troubled Times; Jesus Has Just Entered the Building; Jesus Won't Leave Us as We Are;
Following Jesus; and God's Message for You. Deron takes the reader on a sweeping overview of the Bible
from Genesis to Revelation. Each chapter provides the Bible passage, Deron's thoughts on it and the
takeaway lesson from it, and a few questions for reflection or discussion. This is a perfect gift book, book for
Sunday School classes or small groups to go through, or just a book to read on your own as a devotional,
which is what I did. I enjoyed Deron's easy style of writing and his way of drawing the reader in and making
the content interesting while still providing essential truths. The ideas Deron focuses on are the very basic
building blocks of Christianity, which makes The Good Book a very accessible guide to new believers while
also being a good refresher course for those who have been Christians for awhile. Highly recommended.

Annette says

My Thoughts:
It seems most Bible studies are topical in subject; and, as there is nothing inherently wrong with studying
topics from the Bible, it does take away from understanding several factors. These factors are Bible history,
the Bible's revelation of God to people, other Bible themes, and how Scripture points to Jesus Christ.
The Good Book is a wonderful study of the Bible, because it studies 40 important passages of the Bible, that
gives the reader a well-rounded view of the whole of the Bible.
Each chapter is about 7-8 pages in length, this includes the Bible passages. I believe with short chapters the
book is an approachable type book for a new Christian. And highly usable for limited study times at
meetings.
The Good Book is geared towards group studies. But, I read and studied the book on my own and enjoyed it.
The chapters end with a brief, "For Reflection" spot. One or two questions are given for discussion.
A new Christian or a person who has not been in a Bible study before can be a bit timid about studying the
Bible with other people. The Good Book is an accessible and engaging tool to study the Bible.
On the other hand, Spoo makes the point of stating seasoned Christians who have studied the Bible can gain
from The Good Book. Spoo's sage words for,



the experienced Bible readers, I offer a word of advice: Reject the tendency to be satisfied with your current
understanding of the Bible. Refuse the temptation to think that what you grasp of the Scriptures today is
somehow enough. Don't just settle for wading in the surf. Dive deeper! Untold riches await your discovery.
Page 17.

I love the illustrations given in The Good Book. For example, chapter 13 is on Psalm 51. A story is told of
the British fox who has "devised an imaginative-make that ingenious-method to rid itself of fleas." This
illustration is given to show a "picture of cleansing!" All the illustrations are from the world around us that
we can relate to and understand.
Definitions of key words are given throughout the book. Words like righteousness, kingdom, wisdom,
insight, and discipline are defined for clarity.

My favorite quote:

The challenge is before you: never assume God is on your side. Instead, make every effort to be certain
you're on God's side. Many of history's most dangerous and destructive people have been those who assumed
that God supported their every action and agenda. Wise are those who don't see themselves as infallible.
Humble are those who consistently take inventory of their motives and means of success. Page 173-174.
Source: Free copy from David C. Cook and Litfuse Publicity Group.

Deana Dick says

I really enjoyed reading this book. I found it fascinating and it allowed me to go deeper in the word. The
author explained at the beginning of the book the difference between Old and New Testament. In his
reference he said "Older Testament is the faith history of the Hebrew people. The New Testament is a
collection of twenty-seven books written in the Greek language by the first followers of Christ." We know
that the Bible has been rewritten and interpreted many times over. So the question arises " Which is the
original and true depiction of the Bible?

The book starts in Genesis where everything was pure and beautiful. It is a good picture to see that God's
intention was for mankind to live in beauty and without any sickness or suffering. What changed that? We
can look further in the chapter and see where things went wrong. I loved how the author breaks down
scriptures and shows us what the word means. It is very in-depth and powerful. At the end of each chapter is
a Reflection. It really makes you take a look at yourself and see where there are areas you need to work on in
in your life.

One of my favorite chapters was Matthew 6. In the scriptures it talks about worry. That is one thing I have
struggles with for a long time. God doesn't want us to worry because He has provided our needs. "Jesus
commands us not to be concerned with what is around us (clothes) or what is in us (food)." We all have a
tendency to worry, but I am reminded that worry doesn't change anything.

Another chapter that really stood out for me was Job. I remember this book from the Bible so well. Job
suffered many losses, suffered terrible diseases yet He still trusted God. It is hard to trust when you are in the
middle of a battle. We question why we are suffering and when will it stop. This chapter was so powerful to
me because it reminded me once again that " great suffering produces great faith." We need to keep our eyes
focused on God and not our circumstances.



I have really enjoyed this book and it has encouraged me in many ways. Each chapter I read gave me insight
in His Word and helped me walk through some challenges I face in my life. I cannot recommend this book
enough. It is thought provoking, encouraging and life changing.

I received a copy of this book from a LitFuse. The review is my own opinion.

Carole Jarvis says

Reviewed at The Power of Words: http://bit.ly/2rDoiGw

The Good Book by Deron Spoo is a most excellent book and can be used in several different ways, as
mentioned in the description above. I was drawn to this book by the recommendation of my favorite teaching
pastor, Kyle Idleman, and I encourage you to watch the video at the end.

I love the uniqueness of The Good Book, for I’ve thought long and hard, and can’t come up with anything
similar. It’s informative in its overview of the Bible as it highlights 40 key truths or ideas about God, from
Genesis to Revelation. These aren’t exhaustive, but rather 40 that the author chose – and I have to say that he
chose well.

The book is divided into eight major sections, each with five chapters. Sections include themes such as …
God Is Good When Life Gets Messy, God Is Big, Jesus Has Just Entered the Building, and God’s Message
for You. Some chapters from the Bible are what you would expect to find … Genesis 1, Psalm 23, John 1,
Acts 1, 1 Corinthians 13. Others that might not be as familiar beautifully contribute to the overall goal.

The Good Book would be excellent for new believers or seekers, especially those with little to no church
background, and I’ve already recommended it to our pastor. It’s not a substitute for Bible reading, nor is that
the author’s intention. Rather, I believe it would motivate and increase the desire to delve further into God’s
Word.

Deron Spoo said in an interview, “This book is about more than understanding the Bible. This book is about
falling in love with God. Let’s do more than accumulate knowledge about the Bible; let’s allow the love of
God to alter our heart and transform our lives.” I believe that’s the real strength of The Good Book, and in
that regard, it is suitable for Christians at all maturity levels. I read with highlighter in hand, enjoying its
inspiration and freshness.

Highly recommended.

I was provided a free copy of this book through Litfuse Publicity and David C. Cook. The opinions
expressed in this review are entirely my own.

Kelley says

At first I thought it would be an overview, a broad historical approach that might give readers a
chronological sense of the Bible's timeline and significant events. And it does work through the books of the
Bible in order. But Spoo isn't giving a history lesson. He's presenting major themes that impact readers as



they get to know the God who revealed himself through his word. "Biggest ideas"—not every significant
event or person. Sure, we'll encounter some of those as we go along, but they aren't the focus.

Organized in eight sections of five lessons each, the book spends much more time in the New Testament than
it does in what Spoo calls the Older Testament (to avoid the idea of obsolescence, he explains, which I
thought was a little forced). And while I think he skipped many important passages in the Old(er) Testament,
I can understand his focus on the Gospels and the teachings of Jesus.

Each chapter begins with a passage from scripture, followed by an essay connecting the theme of the text to
personal application. Using stories and explanation, they read much like an engaging—and short!—sermon
might. Each chapter ends with reflection questions.

This resource can be used in groups or individually. It could be a great tool to use with families! It's not
supposed to take the place of Bible reading but rather to help give context and color to what sometimes is too
familiar or utterly foreign, depending on your upbringing. Think of it as an introductory study book for the
new believer or someone still seeking to understand what the Bible is all about. Teens and adults who were
raised in church and can feel complacent in their biblical literacy will gain a fresh perspective of the richness
found in God's word.

The Good Book is definitely a step apart from the usual Bible studies. When you are ready to approach God's
word from a new, birdseye, perspective, pick this one up.

(I received a free copy for review.)

Joan says

Many people today are not familiar with the Bible and its major concepts. Some might find the Bible
intimidating. Spoo has taken 40 chapters from the Bible, those containing the big ideas of the Bible, and has
tried to make them understandable and personal.

The format of the book includes each Scripture passage so the book can be read without having a Bible
nearby. The chapter in the Bible is followed by comments from Spoo and then a small section with
comments and questions for reflection.

I appreciate Spoo's comments. He sometimes adds cultural or historical information to help readers
understand the major theme represented by that particular Bible chapter. He also adds stories to illustrate the
themes. I didn't see the significance of some of the stories, such as what was found upon demolishing of the
Alton Towers Corkscrew roller coaster.

This is a good book for people unfamiliar with the Bible who want to know its major themes. It is good for
someone who looks at the Bible and has no idea where to begin to understand it. It is also a good book for
Christians who don't regularly read their Bible, to be reminded of these themes and experience them in a
fresh way. It would make a good forty day time of Bible refreshment, such as for Lent or Advent.

I received a complimentary egalley of this book through Litfuse. My comments are an independent and
honest review.




