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This popular introductory linguistics text is unique in the way various themes are integrated throughout the
book. One primary theme is the question, "How is a speaker's communicative intent recognized?' Rather
than treat phonology, phonetics, morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics as completely separate
fields, the text shows how they interact in principled ways. Similarly, language variation and acquisition are
informed by resultsin these fields. The text provides a sound introduction to linguistic methodology while
also revealing why people areintrinsically interested in languageé€” the ultimate puzzle of the human mind.

Thefifth edition has been thoroughly revised. Revisions include, but are not limited to, the addition of
"selected readings” sections, updated examples, new discussion on the creative nature of neologisms, and the
use of IPA asthe primary transcription system throughout. This edition aso includes an account of the
patterns of occurrence of reduced vowelsin English. An understanding of these patterns enables the reader to
write a phonemic transcription of any English word.
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L onginus Mitumba says

MORPHOLOGY

Brandon Harvey says

Great academic introduction to the study of linguistics. A few years ago | began studying Koine Greek and
picked up this book to learn alittle more about the field of Linguistics. Since then | have begun to acquire a
taste for the field.

Ahmad Sharabiani says

Linguistics: An Introduction to Language and Communication, Adrian Akmajian
The text provides a sound introduction to linguistic methodology while also revealing why people are
intrinsically interested in language—the ultimate puzzle of the human mind.
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Karen Chung says

Thisis now the fourth introduction to linguistics textbook |'ve tried and frankly it's the most disappointing of
al four - but I've already ordered it for the class so it's too late to change it. It's long, dry and hard, and also
out of datein parts. | will have to supplement it with readings that | hope will go down abit easier. There are
moments here and there that shine through, and | did like the last chapter, on language and the brain, which
was written by a different author. But there must certainly be something better out there - just wish | could
find it.

Molly Mccall says

also not for fun.



Macalester Linguistics says
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