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La esperada continuación de La hora del ángel.Toby O’Dare, antiguo asesino a sueldo, es llamado por el
ángel Malaquías a la Roma del siglo XVI. Esta es la ciudad de Miguel Ángel y Rafael, de la Santa
Inquisición y de León X, hijo de un Médici, ahora ocupante del trono papal. Se requiere su presencia para
resolver un terrible crimen por envenenamiento y para descubrir la verdad acerca de un inquieto espíritu
diabólico que se resiste a abandonar la tierra. O’Dare pronto se encuentra en el medio de una trama tan
oscura como compleja, mientras la amenaza del terror eclesiástico estrecha el cerco en torno a él. Embarcado
en un poderoso viaje de redención, O’Dare se conecta de nuevo con su propio pasado, se encuentra con la
promesa de la salvación y emerge con una visión renovada, más profunda y rica, sobre el amor. Una nueva
novela de la maestra de lo paranormal. Una obra lírica y deliciosa que sin duda apasionará a los más
exigentes lectores de Anne Rice.
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From Reader Review La prueba del ángel for online ebook

Kelly says

I started Of Love and Evil with modest expectations. I’d been underwhelmed with the previous SONGS OF
THE SERAPHIM novel, Angel Time. I’m also increasingly annoyed with the trend toward publishing
extremely slender books in hardcover. As it turns out, I was pleasantly surprised by Of Love and Evil. (I still
think it makes a pretty skinny hardcover, though, at 192 pages.)

When we last saw Toby O’Dare, he had just learned that, ten years previous, his girlfriend Liona had given
birth to his son. As Of Love and Evil opens, Liona brings Toby junior to California. Toby gets to see his old
love again and meet his son for the first time. He’d love to spend more time with this newfound family, but
the angel Malchiah has another mission for him.

Toby is sent to Renaissance Rome, where he is needed to unravel a mystery. The “case” Toby needed to
solve in Angel Time was relatively simple, as was its solution. This one is more complex. There’s more than
one thing going on here: a young man taken mysteriously ill, and a restless spirit haunting a house. The
answers are not so cut-and-dried, and Toby faces the possibility of making a tragic mistake. His newfound
faith is tested by someone eager to exploit his uncertainties and doubts. The more nuanced nature of the plot
makes this a more satisfying read than Angel Time, as does the fact that it’s clearer in this book why Toby in
particular was chosen for this assignment. Only someone who knew poisons and could play the lute would
do.

Two scenes in particular stand out for their beautiful writing and emotional resonance. One takes place at an
elegant party, where Toby is mesmerized by an array of earthly delights; the imagery is dreamlike and yet a
sense of urgency looms in the background because we know Toby is in danger of making a huge mistake.
The other is the pub scene just before Toby returns to our own time; it’s a gorgeous scene revolving around
music and divine love. These passages show that Anne Rice is still a master of description, and they remind
me why I was once such a devoted fan of hers in the first place.

She does still have the habit of latching on to a particular word or phrase and hammering it excessively,
rather like she used to do with phrases like “Dark Trick.” The quotation “world enough and time” is one
example of this — as is, oddly, the word “caviar” (it’s relevant to the plot, but it still feels overused). There
are also a few sections that feel preachy, particularly Toby’s theological discussion with his guardian angel
upon returning to the present.

I’m still not sure I “know” Toby as a character, but it’s starting to seem like that’s the point. He doesn’t
know himself either, not yet. He has spent years shutting away his emotions and spiritual aspirations and
now is trying to redefine himself. His diction may prove distracting to some readers — it’s hard to imagine a
28-year-old man of our time speaking this formally — but one gets used to it after a while. And besides, Rice
is better at elevated speech than at trendy speech, so she’s playing to her strengths by characterizing Toby in
this way.

Despite some flaws, Of Love and Evil is far more compelling than I expected. It ends with a terrific hook for
the next book, and for the first time in some years I find myself eagerly awaiting an Anne Rice novel.

Fantasy Literature's Anne Rice page



Kate Scott says

I wasn’t thrilled with the subject matter of this book, and though Rice’s writing is very readable and the plot
is well-planned, I had a hard time enjoying Of Love and Evil.

Plot:
The plot of this latest Songs of the Seraphim novel can be easily divided into four distinct parts: 1)Toby
meets with Liona and their son. 2) Toby helps solve an attempted murder mystery in Angel Time. 3) Toby
helps solve the mystery of the so-called possessed house in Angel Time. 4) Toby comes back to the present
and starts making amends for his past. I thought this progression of the story worked very well and I thought
that the story neither moved to fast or too slowly.

Continue reading this review here: http://parchmentgirl.com/2010/11/30/o...

Ruth Seeley says

I've evolved a strategy for my new eReader: this is where I'll indulge my occasional guilty 'junk fiction'
pleasure. The latest Anne Rice seemed like a perfect place to start. What can I say? She's always been a
writer of purple prose, but is no one editing her any more? Even a competent copy editor could - and should -
have caught the most egregious of her grammatical and usage errors, split long and ineffective sentences into
two, and cleaned this one up a bit. But no. This was a horrific novel, and not in the good sense of horrific.
Plot is usually Rice's strong suit, but even that strength seems to have deserted her. As for characterization -
gone are the moral but tortured vampires of her vampire series, gone are the feisty women of the witches
series. The book fails on the historical fiction front as well - there just isn't the detail one's come to expect in
the Rome episodes here. Give this one a miss unless you're looking for a read that disappoints on every level.

Maria Dobos says

...personaje f?r? substan??, dialoguri for?ate ?i artificiale, construc?ie narativ? lipsit? de originalitate. Of.

Norm says

I've never read Anne Rice before, though, like many, I loved the Interview with the Vampire movie. Still,
though, I'd never read anything.

So I plucked this book off the shelves and in two quick days, read this rather short tale.

And when I say 'short', I mean mercifully short.

What a lame story. The main character, let's call him Mr. Wimpy (though she called him Toby or Lucky or
Fox or something else more tepid than anything else)... anyway, Mr. Wimpy is an ex-assassin.



Yeah, you're thinking all macho, right?

Well, no.

Mr. Wimpy apparently is an ex-assassin who in time time previous (told either in a prior book or the weak
backstory in this book), realizes he is evil, repents, and Heaven's angels decide he would be the perfect
person to travel through history remedying evilness everywhere.

Except Mr. Assassin is a wimp. He, in Rice's words, continuously 'weeps.' Barely a page goes by where
either this tough dude isn't weeping, or the angels or weeping or a freaking demon is weeping. Once I
counted three weeping sessions in two pages. He tries to fight a demon with a lute, for crying out loud. Er, I
mean, weeping out loud.

What kind of assassin is this?

Frankly, if this is what Rice's books are like, I'll wait til the movie comes out.

As a fellow, albeit less known vampire writer, I'm ashamed for this book.

Norm

www.normcowie.com

David DeValera says

I miss the snap and verve that Anne Rice had when she wrote about Vampires, Witches and Body Snatchers.
This series (Angel Time, Of Love and Evil), doesn't have the moral tension and flamboyant malice that have
characterized her writing in the past. Anne converted to Christianity in 1998 and has stated that she won't
write anything that is not dedicated to Him. Hence, the current series, which deals with angels and their
appointed human protagonist.

While her conversion no longer allows her to explore themes not directly connected to her Savior, (No more
Lestat de Lioncourt!) she hasn't become weak and sentimental, either. Consider her 2005 title, "Christ the
Lord: Out of Egypt." A story told in Jesus' voice. The first-person narration is incredible and she has tension
and drama in both scene and conversation on every page--proving you can write about total Goodness and
still retain the tensions necessary to make fiction a page turning feast.

Unfortunately, this series is like Anne Rice Lite.

-ddv

Jeff Miller says

This is the second in the series that started with Angel Time. I enjoyed Angel Time for the most part, though
I liked the first half of the book more than the story within a story in the second half.



This review contains *** SPOILERS *** for the 1st book Angel Time:

In Angel Time Toby, the professional assassin, meets with an Angel and starts out on the road of repentance
and gives his life story. As part of his reparation he is helping an Angel to answer prayers and is taken back
in time to help a Jewish family in time of persecution of Jews by Catholics.

In “Of Love and Evil” Toby continues on his journey in reparation and repairing the mistakes of his past.
The first part of the book is quite good in relating his spiritual life as he realizes he can actually love and not
be the walking dead emotionally he had been during his years as a assassin. Once again he goes on a journey
in Angel Time to help answer the prayers of a Jewish man, this time during the reign of Pope Julius II. I
frankly don’t get the point of this theme running through the series thus far in relating persecution of the
Jewish people by Catholics. Maybe this theme will explain itself later — but so far it seems to me more like
an ax-to-grind than a thematic element. Though she presents this era as being much friendlier to the Jewish
people, at least in Rome — though details a horrid story plucked from history in another city in a previous
decade. Plus of course the reality is that such persecution did exist historically.

Regardless I found much to like in this continuation of the story which showed spiritual growth, fighting
temptation, development in love, and the kind of plot developments adding tension to the story where you
want to see how it all pans out in the next book.

Considering Anne Rice’s Facebook fit where she “quite Christianity” it is hard to match what she said since
then with what she writes in this book. This book no doubt was written prior to this happening. It is
especially ironic considering the last chapters in this book that are really quite solid from a Catholic point of
view especially in regards to being in communion with the Church and wanting to receive the Holy
Eucharist. The spiritual dimension of the book is far from being wonky and offer much in the way of the
spiritual dimension of the Church, the reality of evil, and the necessity to resist evil. New-agey spiritual
blather is rightly mocked in this book and there was much in it I found highly ironic considering the authors
breakup with the Catholic Church. She could take some advice from some of the things said in the book.
Though it did once again remind me that she is much sharper and wiser than the Facebook post she wrote
and to continue to pray for her to be able to separate the secular dogmas from what was delivered to us in the
Gospels and Sacred Tradition.

I am hoping for a continuation in the series that hopefully is not poisoned by the straw man view of
Christianity she railed against.

Maria Clara says

Todo en este libro ha sido curioso para mí: desde el hecho de escogerlo entre otras lecturas, cuando es lo
primero que leo de esta autora (y encima una segunda parte), hasta la historia en sí. Exactamente no sé que
esperaba encontrar, pero esta historia me ha sorprendido por su ¿pureza? De todas maneras, dejo en
interrogante el seguir la trilogía o saga...

Deborah Palmer says

Of Love and Evil by Anne Rice



Anne Rice’s latest novel is a pleasant departure from her previous novels which introduced the vampire
Lestat into our national lexicon. This time Ms. Rice delves into the realm heavenly angels, fallen angels and
assassins. Yes I did say assassins as the protagonist in the story Toby O’Dare was a type of government
“Dexter” who is being allowed to atone for past sins by joining forces with Seraphim, angels whose mission
it is to answer man’s prayers to God. Toby is assigned to one specific seraph Malchiah who dispatches Toby
through time, space and dimensional universe as a human answer to fervent prayers.
The novel starts off with a beautifully written lyrical prose Toby’s vision of angels, love and being a part of
something greater than you. It then slows a bit when we are introduced to love interest Liona and their love-
child little Toby. Liona and little Toby will be big Toby’s inspiration impetus for change in this open ended
novel. Throughout his journey back in time to Renaissance Italy to solve a murder mystery his lover and
child are forever in Toby’s thoughts giving him that much needed link to earthly love which is the terrestrial
companion to the Heavenly love that always surrounds us even when we fail to acknowledge it. Neither
seraph Malchiah nor Toby’s Guardian angel Shmarya condemn his romantic love or physical desire for his
beloved Liona.
The book also explores the role of fallen angels who because of the rebellious role they played with Lucifer
are forever banned from re-entering the Celestial realm, but their hot displease and jealousy of man seek to
deter humans from their God appointed mission by planting seeds of doubt. Depending on our cultures we
know these malicious spirits as ghosts, poltergeists, apparitions, duppies, jumbie, djin/jinn, or in this story
dybbuk. New Age theorists purport ideas of multiple dimensions, soul travel while atheists and agonists
claim to reveal religion or faith as a social construct developed by ancient man to explain the unknown
nature of the universe.
Ms. Rice through Toby’s journey successfully debunks these last two claims not by discounting science but
showing us the realization of faith. Faith that transcends belief systems as Toby is Jewish and he just so
happens to the answer to the spoken prayers Hebrew scholar Vitale and the unspoken prayers of his Christian
patron Signore Antonio. I enjoyed the way Ms. Rice wove together how love, faith and prayers of the
righteous no matter if they are Jewish, Christian, Muslim, or any number of other beliefs practiced in our
today’s world. God really does hear the cries of a broken desperate heart. Those prayers are answered, not
necessarily in the manner we wish or want or even in our brief lifetimes nor has one particular religion or
denomination cornered the market on God’s Love and Forgiveness.
As one who is not religious and rarely attends church this book made me rethink my position of approaching
the world from only a critical, logical, scientific viewpoint. It kind of renewed the faith that lay dormant
inside me and was crushed by life’s tragedies. I don’t know if this was Anne Rice’s intention when she wrote
the book but much like Simon & Garfunkel’s famous song, “Bridge Over Troubled Water” it had an
unforeseen spiritual impact that cannot be denied. Reading this brief novel, (it is only 171 pages) and my
work in the museum is leading me on a research exploration of angels celestial and fallen, and the hidden or
rejected books of the original or Catholic Bible known as the Apocrypha.
As I stated in a previous paragraph this book is open ended in that though Toby is redeemed by God and the
Catholic Church he is not absolved by his victim’s families. One such family member catches up to Toby in
the final chapter which will not be the final installment in the Seraphim series.

Brittney says

Angel Time established higher hopes for the second book in the serious. The action escalated too quickly and
tapered off before much resolution could occur. I expected Toby to be more torn apart by Lodovico's last act,
and although he does ponder it extensively, the book does not reach a sense of closure at this point. I
understand closure for a character may not be an objective in such a series, but expectations were heightened



after Angel Time that Of Love and Evil did not challenge or overcome.

This book brought back memories of Violin, which I enjoyed up to a point. I love Anne Rice in general as
she has a high degree of eloquence in her writing, but I also understand through critical analysis that readers'
expectations must be fulfilled. Writers must walk a tightrope between blatancy and ambiguity. Too much of
either can be irritating and off putting.

I remember Violin well because I am drawn to her jumps in time, but by the end, I had so much interest
invested in Stefan that I was left hanging in the end. Of Love and Evil, although suspenseful in its
conclusion, transpired in a similar fashion.

This does not mean I will not invest in the next novel. I am too dedicated a groupie of Mrs. Rice to let a
slightly less appealing novel get in the middle of our special, fictitious bond.

Andrea says

Oh Anne, what happened?

Jimmy says

I’m a fan of Anne Rice books. For me her style of writing, and the way she tells a story are irresistible. I find
myself completely enraptured in her novels. Like most of her fans, I do miss the novels of the Mayfair
witches and the Vampire Lestat that she is so famous for. In my opinion, she will continue to be a talented
and skilled author, and as long as she keeps writing I’m thrilled to keep reading her wonderful novels.
From reading the book jacket cover, I’m excited to find that Anne Rice will be taking me back to Rome. For
Toby O’Dare he will find himself torn between the future he could have with his son and the woman he once
loved, and the future of being one of the Children of the Angels. Malchiah’s charge and the occasional help
from Toby’s guardian angel, Toby travels through Angel Time. He will not only need to solve a mystery in
order to answer the desperate prayers of a Jewish man, but he will face evil and a part of himself that could
have been.
As always Anne Rice does a fantastic job, keeping me up all night until I finish it. She concludes the second
book of her series with a perfect cliffhanger that has me wanting more, and wanting it now. You will too.

Michelle says

Just a quick few thoughts on Of Love and Evil....It wasn't as good as the first book in the series, but it wasn't



as bad as many of the reviews I have read about the book. I've read many reviews belittle this book because
of what they call excessive weeping, but I didn't see this as an issue. For me, Toby is very Louis like
(Interview with a Vampire), with that being said, at times I could almost hear Lestat complain about the
whining...so enters a reincarnation, wine drinking, demon in angel's guise. Christian? Maybe, but I could see
or maybe I just really wanted to see the Anne Rice I know and love. I could see a lot of the battle of the
writers battle with her own demons in this book. Yeah, it got preachy, but it also seemed to put up a good
argument against organized religion (which we know happened to Anne as of late). I would love to see
different angels and more of our new demon friend in the next novel. I would also like to see something
other than Jews and Catholics in the next novel or novels to come---a good witch trial would be a great place
for Toby to visit ;-) I like the way the book ended and can't wait to see how that plays out. As for this book,
no, it wasn't a 5 star read, but a worthy 4 stars---it's Anne Rice for God's sake! For those who have only read
the Jesus books and the angel books, you are really missing out and need to explore and understand the
heavy influence Catholicism has always played in Ms. Rice's books. Her writing has always been deeply
historical, deeply spiritual, deeply questioning, and dark in a classically beautiful way. Personally I think she
could make a cereal box into a dark and engaging read---and I would read it and make all my friends read it
too!

Melissa Lee-Tammeus says

Okay, This is the second in the series and comes in under 200 pages. For 24.95. Seems a bit too little already
- why she broke this up into a series is a bit unclear but it seems a bit money driven to me. So, to retaliate, I
borrowed it from the library instead. Nonetheless, I promised myself I would give Toby O'Dare a second
chance, as the first book didn't have me quite sold. I am sorry to say this one didn't get me either. Toby, the
main character, does not hold a candle to any of Rice's previous characters and is not making much of an
impression on me with his whiney, insecure, and questioning inner journeys. The fact that he was a cold,
brutal, self contained and hard hitting hired killer for ten years and now is a bumbling, unconfident and
confused good doer for the angels of heaven as a form of repentance who cries easily and loves to hug angels
just doesn't mesh for me. His small endeavors to change history for the good of God are seemingly silly and
a bit pointless in the realm of things. Plus I feel like I am in church and am being preached to for 200 pages.
That's the only time 200 pages feels too long. Don't get me wrong, Rice still writes beautifully - her
descriptions of historical cities and her appreciation for the finer things is impressive as always, but that is
where it stops for me. Plus, if the theology and religious aspect doesn't get more philosophical instead of
simply trying to convert me, I may have to hang this series up for good. I'm sorry Anne, I love you, but Toby
and his change to the good side is not doing it for me . . .

Bethnoir says

poorly written, random and confused, lacking in purpose and characterisation, no evidence of the story
telling I used to love this author for. I am disappointed.


