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 Fate is giving her the one man she'd never want for her very own.

Princess Ari of the planet Falconia knows it's her time to marry and has picked out several suitable men in
her mind - none of which is Falcoan Army Commander, Rurik of the Fifth. The man tormented her as a
child, causing her untold humiliations. But there is really no need to worry about such a match. Shifters
cannot rule and Rurik is a natural born falcon shifter.

Trusting destiny, Ari sips from the Marriage Chalice, sealing her future. But things don't go as planned. It
would seem fate is giving her to the one man she despises. How can she find happiness with the one man she
could never want for her very own?

Warning, this title contains hot, explicit sex and violence explained with contemporary, graphic language
intended for mature audiences only.

---------------------
This book was first published in “Talons”, a multi-author print anthology, and in a matching e-book
collection as “Talons: Seize the Hunter”
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From Reader Review Seize the Hunter for online ebook

Quinn says

2.5 stars

It was kinda cute, but it's not one of Pillow's better books.

Jennifer Erwin says

Got this in the Shifter Fated Mates box set. Short but good read. I liked it.

Ana says

Childhood tantrums can turn into something you never expected.

Princess Ari has grown up with the thought that she hated her childhood tormentor all her life, but the
Chalice has a surprise for her.

Rurik the pure blood Falconai Commander has loved Ari since childhood, that is the reason he tormented
her, but now that she is about to become the queen and the chalice will choose a noble mate for her he
realizes that he has never stopped loving her. Will he be able to see her seated by another male for the rest of
his life?

The passion is mind shattering, oh to be flown away in ecstasy. I love it!

I was given this book in exchange for an honest review.

Ann says

This is a really good quick read. It is amazing when the magic around you knows you better than you think
you know yourself. Ari is getting ready to choose her mate, and while she thinks she has several good
candidates in mind it really comes down to the magic of the chalice. When she is drinking the liquid in the
chalice to start the magic she is thinking about one person who she thinks she hates and does not want for a
mate, so of course that is who she winds up with. But the truth is both Ari and Rurik have really loved each
other for years, but think the other hates them so they want nothing to do with one another. When they are
thrown together in the mating bed the truth wins out and they find themselves mated. After Ari thinks that
Rurik will not want to be her king so tries to tell him that he is 'free of her', which is the last think either of
them really wants. In the end Ari has to follow her heart to let Rurik know she does want him for a
mate.....this is the best kind of HAE!



Dawn Dohey says

This book was given to me as an ARC in exchange of an honest review. I gotta say I loved this book it like
many others before it was a great read.It is about a girl who now has become a women and it is time for he to
take over and rule her home planet. Ari like many women before her are destined to rule and well the men
are left to tend to the families and have less say in ruling,men are though to be to hot blooded and aggressive
to rule with a clear head. But Ari world is about to be shaken and when it is time to take a mate she is mated
to the last person she thought or want to be mated to. Rurik,was some one from her past that only tormented
and seem to hate her or so she taught. When the two collide on the first of the mating night things only heat
up and the truth comes out of what and why things were the way they were between the two so many years
ago.One lesson to be learned out of it all is one should be true and open with their feelings always or it may
be to late in the future when faced with doing so.

Cheryl Drake johnson says

Princess Ari was soon to become Queen very soon she didn't realize that all these years that she had been
acting like a spoiled child when it came to the Commander Falcoan Army of The Fifth she would make sure
that The Fifth always got the most dangerous assignments in a lot of remote areas of the kingdom but now
The Fifth is back to celebrate her wedding Commander Rurik was very jealous of the fact that the woman he
has loved for so many years is about to marry another man for life he realizes that she is a spoiled princess
but he wants her non the less she on the other hand can't stand the fact that Rurik is the man who used to
always make fun of her and always embarrass her when they were younger and she hated him even now but
she would not be admit that she felt something more than just hate for the Commander Ari is about to drink
form the Chalice and her husband would be chosen for her what Princess Ari was not prepared for her new
husband once she not blind anymore just before her coronation. There were some interesting parts to the
story but the story line didn't have enough content for me I thought it should have been equal sex and story
content. Funny. Adult. I was given a copy for and honest review.

Cheri says

Remember in school when a little boy used to tease the heck out of you? Remember how annoyed you were
but secretly kind of liked it? Well, Commander Rurik and Princess are all grown up now and despite what
they say about the other, neither is willing to admit how they really feel.

The time has come for Princess to rule as Queen and take a mate to rule by her side. In this world the choice
is not hers but predetermined. Guess who, however with the custom of their first mating will she even know
the gorgeous Falcon born shifter is the man beside her? And if so how will they react?

This is a charming story of love and growth. Both have grown up since their childish pranks, but will they
give themselves a chance for more?

As always, I am in love the the characters and could not put the book down. Ms Pillow has a way of building
worlds that a may be different with strange customs, but with characters who always draw the reader.

A 5 star recommend. I was provided an ARC for an honest review.



Robyn says

Passion In His Talons! This is a wonderful tale that is classic from the time of the little boy and girl in
school. Boy pulls the girls hair, sneaks bugs in her desk, and chases her till she screams. Why does he do
this… because he really loves her? Princess Ari has been tormented as long as she can remember by the
pure-blood Rurik. Now that Ari and Rurik are adults the time has come for the Princess to take a mate. Their
custom is she will drink from a challis of sweet drink and herbs. At this precise time Rurik is in the great hall
feasting and cannot wait for the ceremony to end. Does his heart belong to Ari? Will these two share the
mating bed and finish what started all these years ago? I fell in love with this story from the beginning.
Michelle Pillow does a great job of weaving years of pent-up love between these two. You can read this as a
standalone, but seriously all of Michelle’s work is great.

Melissa says

Ari is a Princess of Falconia who has always loved Rurik, a natural falcon shifter, Leader of the 5th division
in the Falconian forces as a natural-born shifter is destined to be. Unfortunately he teased and tormented her
as a child so she also kind of despises him. Rurik has always loved Ari but thought she thought she was
better then him and teased her as a child.

The woman of her world rule instead of the men. Her father has ruled alone as King until Ari was of age to
rule as Queen. Ari is to drink from the Mating chalice, which will determine who her life mate will be or if
she will choose to remain alone. After that, she will be crowned Queen and her new mate will be the King,
ruling by her side.

When the chalice chooses Rurik, she is taken aback by the choice. She knows she loves him and wants him
to love her. However, she knows that he wanted battles and adventure and he cannot have that at her side. Of
course someone is trying to pull them apart for their own gain. It was a short but great story. I cannot wait to
see where Michelle takes us in this new world she had created.

I received a free copy for an honest review.

Robin says

A wonderful entertaining read that takes us on a journey to a new world where soldiers are falcon shifters
and women rule the planet because they are less volatile and of course more rational(supposedly). Even
though this is a novella it was packed with a lot of story, background and history of the main characters and
development of this new paranormal magic Scifi world, including a look into the culture and rituals.
The story centers on the ceremony of the Princess who must now take a mate as it is time the crown is passed
on to her. She must take a mate which is chosen for her when she must take a secret drink from a special
Chalice. When she wakes it will be with her mate and the future king who will support and rule by her side.
The princess is a bit flustered as her childhood tormentor and secret crush has returned for the ceremony
after many years away. Will he be the one the chalice chooses despite the history of no purebred shifters



becoming king for many many many years?
An entertaining, quick read with an enchanting Romantic storyline with some hot steamy scenes that will
transport you to an exotic magical land. Hope there will be more in this series.

Pam Louis says

It was time for princess Ari to that the throne and to pick a mate. She chose to drink from the sacred chalice
and have magic pick for her. One sip would put her to sleep and transport her to the mating circle. When she
awoke her mate would magically be by her side.
BUT of all the men it could have picked from did it have to be him?
Commander Rurik of the fifth and a natural born falcon shifter. As a boy he always picked on her. How
could this be happening lol
Yea that's the set up! Great storyline. Any shifter fan is going to fall for this one. The only problem is it was
over to fast as is with any great story you just want more! I sooooo hope she does a series on this I would
love it.

Book gifted for an honest review and I honestly loved it.

ValerieC says

This was a cute story; not very long.

Ari is a Princess of Falconia who has always had a dislike/love relationship with Rurik, a natural falcon
shifter, now a Commander in the Falconian forces as a natural-born shifter is destined to be.

Her mother has died, and her father has ruled alone as King until Ari was of age to ascend the throne as
Queen in her own right. Ari is to drink from the Mating chalice, which will determine who her lifemate will
be. After that, she will be crowned Queen and her new mate will be the King, ruling by her side.

The one man she doesn't want the chalice to choose for her is the exasperating, gorgeously handsome, warior
Rurik...

I liked this story. Rurik has always loved Ari and they were raised at the palace together. His lame childhood
attempts to get her attention and show her he had a crush on her seemed to make her dislike him instead of
making her see how he felt.

When the chalice chooses Rurik, he makes Ari see that he loves her, and opens her mind to the possibility of
having her reign be one that she chooses, not ne where things are done a certain way because tradition says
that's the way it should be.

There is, of course, someone trying to pull them apart in the interest of gaining their own power. Ari's father
is delightful as a secondary character.



Laura Greenwood says
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Princess Ari is about to become the Queen, but before she does she has to go through the mating ceremony.
On drinking from the cup, her and her fated mate are transported away from everyone else so they can make
their reunion official. Commander Rurik has always loved Ari, but never thought she felt the same, and as a
pure born Falcon, he knows he won't be picked to be her mate. Except that this time things are different, and
when Ari and Rurik find themselves together they have to explore their old feelings.

Falcon's Mate was quite a short read, but it was quite fast paced. The story took place in a short amount of
time, though there were several moments where the characters remembered the past and this helped bring
them together and paint a basis for their relationship.

It was fairly evident from early on that Ari and Rurik actually quite liked each other, and always had done.
But they hadn't actually acted on it. It was a little frustrating having to know that the two of them liked each
other and that when they said the wrong thing they actually meant well, but actually it made their
relationship work better.

I really liked seeing a female character in a position of power. She wasn't beneath Rurik, and Ari didn't
actually need him to rule. She was strong in her own right and held the political power. The balance between
that and her being feminine was struck well and it worked for me.

Pillow doesn't fail to deliver with Falcon's Mate, I found it a fun and enjoyable read.

Nikki Brooks says

Princess Ari about to succeed her father as ruler, there is just a small matter of a mating ceremony to get out
of the way. The decision is out of her hands as the chalice will select the most suitable mate for her.

Commander Rurik has a long and complicated history with Ari. They played together as children and a crush
on both sides led to childish pranks and hurt feelings. Ari took it one step further and has recently been
sending Rurik and his soldiers on more and more dangerous missions!!!

As a pure born Falcon, he can't be her mate, pity the chalice doesn't see it that way!!

This a short, fast paced read. It's not my favourite in this series as I found Ari a bit childish and just couldn't
understand why she didn't realise her actions were putting Rurik and others in danger in retaliation for what



she thought he wanted!

However it's still a great read and I'm looking for the next book ASAP!!!

Sharon Hatt says

Ari and Rurik spent their childhoods torturing each other while secretly hiding a crush on the other. Now as
adults seems the childhood pattern continues, only now fate has made them mates fulfilling closest held
wishes, but are they going to voice that to each other? Apparently not, at least until the union is contested
and Ari, thinking Rurik wants to be free of her, offers to let him go. Sweet and steamy just the way I like it!
The characters were great and the story exciting, funny and at times a bit sad making for a very enjoyable
read. I highly recommend it especially if you liked the King of Prey series by Mandy Roth.
**This book received in exchange for an honest review**


