The Lady or the
Tiger? and The
Discourager of

Hesitancy

Frank R. Stockton

ThelLady or the Tiger? And, the Discourager of
Hesitancy

Frank R. Sockton

Read Online ©



http://bookspot.club/book/200337.the-lady-or-the-tiger-and-the-discourager-of-hesitancy
http://bookspot.club/book/200337.the-lady-or-the-tiger-and-the-discourager-of-hesitancy

The Lady or the Tiger? And, the Discourager of Hesitancy

Frank R. Stockton

TheLady or the Tiger? And, the Discourager of Hesitancy Frank R. Stockton

Story summary: In ancient times, aking devised a system of justice where guilt or innocence was
determined entirely by chance. The system worked this way: When a man committed a crime important
enough to interest the king, notice was given that the fate of the accused person would be decided, on agiven
date, in the arena of the amphitheater. When the date arrived and everyone had assembled in the galleries, the
king gave asignal, adoor beneath him opened, and the accused stepped out into the arena. Two doors,
exactly alike and side by side, faced the accused, and it was his duty to open one of them. He could open
either door he pleased. If he opened the one, a hungry tiger would spring upon him and tear him to pieces.
But, if he opened the other door, abeautiful lady came out and the accused was immediately married to her,
as areward for hisinnocence.

The king had a beautiful daughter, with whom a young man of common blood fell in love. The king's
daughter was also in love with the young man. The love affair went on for some time before the king
discovered its existence. Immediately, the king had the youth placed into prison and set a day for thetrial in
the arena. The appointed day arrived, and the galleries of the arenawerefilled. The signal was given, adoor
beneath the royal party opened, and the lover of the princess walked into the arena. The princess, through the
use of her position and money, had learned behind which door stood the lady and behind which waited the
tiger. The youth expected her to have learned this information, and he looked toward her for asignal. Her
signal was toward the right, and the youth went to the door on the right and opened it. The story leavesit up
to the reader to decide which came out of the door--the lady or the tiger. Which did the princess decide? Was
it to let her lover to live and love another woman, or did she decide that if she couldn't have him no one
would?
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From Reader Review The Lady or the Tiger ? And, the Discour ager
of Hesitancy for online ebook

Hermonie Gronger - righting, am i write? says

Spoilers? Maybe?

When a subject accused of a crime of sufficient importance to interest the king, public notice was given that
on an appointed day the fate of the accused person would be decided in the king's arena...

| read thisin school and it really made me think. | actually enjoyed it despite the old-speak writing. It's rather
interesting. :)

So there's this barbaric king has a pretty daughter who has an affair with a court man. The king finds out and
the lover gets thrown into prison and then put on trial. The princess finds out which door has which behind it.
One has alady and the other has atiger.

But the princess save him?

(The lady happens to be one the princess hates and who may have a crush on her lover :3)

Then it was that his quick and anxious glance asked the question: "Which?"

Will she?

Her right arm lay on the cushioned parapet before her. She raised her hand and made a slight movement
towards the right. No one but her lover saw her.

Without the slightest hesitation, he went to the door on the right and opened it.
And then this happens:

Now, the point is this: Did the tiger come out of that door, or did the lady?

*bangs head on table*

The question of her decision is one not to be lightly considered, and it is not for me to presume to set myself
up as the one person able to answer it. And so | leave it with all of you: Which came out of the opened door--

the lady, or the tiger?

Sherlock would know, wouldn't you bae? ;3




Morgan Lemke says

Thisis an amazing fiction story about a kingdom with their own society. It is quite different than reality, and
gives you freedom to make your own ending. It is about a girl (princess)who is secretly dating a " servant”
sheis not supposed to be seeing. When her dad (the king) finds out, he sends the "servant" to court. But, their
court isvery different than oursin redlity. In theirs, there are two doors in an arena. One door will have a
tiger behind it, and the other will have alady. The victim does not know which door has the lady or the tiger
behind it. It is up to them, and only them, to decide which door to open. If, by chance, he opens the door with
the lady behind it, he has to marry the lady, and getsto keep hislife. If he opensthe door of the tiger, he dies,
obviously.

When the guy goes in front of the prince and princess, he asks the princess secretly which door should he
open. He knew she knew which door held what behind it. She shook her right hand to the right. Now, it isup
to you to decide which door she choose. The Lady, or the Tiger?

Sophia says

Which would | choose? | think i would choose to have him marry the other girl because if i truly loved him i
could marry some other guy for a political reason/saving the country or something and then i could seek out
my lover and have a passionate long-standing affair. And | would always be jelous of hiswife and the life we
might have had but i would try to make the best out of it nad maybe we could run away to another country or
commit suicide together or something or | could kill off hiswife. Whatever. Main point... i shouldnt take out
my jelousy on him, if you truly love someone can you really pick the worst outcome for them? Doesnt taht
tell you something about teh nature of your own love? | mean... but if i died at 18 it would be a completly
different story... not the same choice at all...

Sadia Mansoor says

Smiles invite the approach of true love. A frown is a reproach to a tardy advance.

Aaasaaaa... why the suspense again!! >.<
Now thisis getting annoying.. One suspense was enough. The same thing again & again gets boring :/
The story was good, but once again it ends without giving away much. There was another blank ending -_-

I wanna ask why isthe King still alive? Why can't someone kill him? Why is he so free to play these
guessing games on every other person he finds & without their permission? He's so cruel & tyrant!!

And why isthe prince not saying anything? He himself is from aroyal background. He has his own court &
army. He belongsto the other land. Why didn't he call anyone from his kingdom to help or protect him? Why
is he obeying the King as if he's a scared, helpless citizen? Its not an obligation for him to listen to others! He
can give orders, and even force others. Why is he alone here all by himself? He should have come up with
his people..

And now again, we have an ending to choose by ourselves with reasons that which lady the prince chose?
The smiling one or the frowning one? Whatever the answer is & whoever the lady is, | wanna ask the prince
that is he really that weak to play all these foolish games on him so easily & even if al the maidens were
equally beautiful with soft hands, then is he really going to accept any one of them so humbly without saying



aword just because of they are beautiful?? | mean.. The King again has won here by selecting the bride for
the prince & forcibly marrying him to anyone he chose, so the prince will go with her just like that? What if
the lady was not pretty enough or less beautiful than the rest, then what was the prince's say on this?

| can't believe the prince's position here?!!! Why is he acting like a puppet? Why so quiet? Is he that
desperate to get a beautiful bride that he will just shut up his mouth & keep playing guessing games?

Also, why isthe Discourager of Hesitancy there? Hisjob isto stop the orders of the King. Seriously? That
means the King has himself kept a man in his court, who can stop his own orders? This King has gone nuts!!
First, no one can say anything to him. Everyone is scared to even say no to him, & now thereis aman who
can do that. He is there side by side the King? If thats the case, why the Prince never took his help? Why is
relying on hisinstinct & risking hislife?

And one more thing, what was the link of this story to the previous story of "The Lady or the Tiger"? Why
was this story told to the deputation, instead of giving a straight answer to them? | don't find a connection
between the two, except that the King likesto give horrible shocks & surprises to everyone! He just wants
everything to happen by chance & wants to be the decision maker in every case.. -_-

The author again & again asks us the endings, but he has to answer all these questionsfirst. There are many
things which aren't told apart from the usual suspense filled endings. Once, all these are answered, then we
can think of the ending..

Here isthe story for you all which is again without an ending.. This game of the King will go on forever
torturing both the characters & the readers :/ https://en.m.wikisource.org/wiki/The_...

Y uan Fang says

The Lady or the Tiger?

Last semester in my English class, | have read astory called " The Lady or the Tiger?"

This story was about a semi barbaric king who wanted to separate his daughter and aworker in
his castle. The reason why | like this story so much is this story has a special setting which
made the characters different from other stories. Also, it has two essential symbols and an open
ending.

The three most important characters are the king, the princess and ayoung man. The
specia setting that makes these three characters different from othersisthey lived in a semi
barbaric kingdom. Y ou can't realize their mind because you are not crazy enough and too
civilized than them. This makes you have fun in your reading.

There was two symbols in the story which is the main idea of the story. When the king

send the criminals into the arena, the criminals have to choose one of two resemble doors. But
even they looked the same, they hide different things, one hide a beautiful lady, another one hide
atiger, and no one knows the secret of it, even the king. If the criminals choose the lady, they
would marry the lady immediately, if they choose the tiger, the tiger would suddenly jump at them
and tore them to pieces.

In the story, the king sent the young man into the arena because he fell in love with the
princess, but he was not allowed to because he was a low-birth worker. The young man didn't



choose by himself, he was waiting for the princess' direction because he trusted her. The
princess discovered the secret of the doors and pointed him to the right door. The story ended
here, the author |eft the question with the readers. The author could not give us the answer
because he didn’'t know it, too.

This story was the best story | have read. It had many conflicts and it made me think. | was
trying to figure out what did the princess choose but | finally gave up because | wasn't her, and |
was not a semi barbarian. But one thing I’m sure about is whether the princess chose the lady or
thetiger, the king won.

L aura says

| read thisin one of my high school classes. | like to make up my own endings, but | also want the actual
ending.

Saylor Alberts says

Personal Response:

| think that this short story was very interesting. The book ended abruptly and | can't decideif i like it or hate
it. | don't like how the audience never finds out the fate of the handsome boy but | think it is a reasonable
ending for the story. Overall, | thought it was a very fun story to read and would recommend it for anyone
who wants to read a quick story or get alast minute Goodreads.

Plot Summary:

At the beginning of the book, the King set up a system where a person's fate is determined by the chance that
they take. There are two sets of doors. Behind one door is a beautiful maiden that you will marry at once and
live happy. Behind the other set of doors, isatiger that will immediately rip you to shreds. One day, there
was a harmon looking man that was about to learn his fate behind the set of doors. The princess, however,
really loved this man, and didn't want him to be seen with another woman. The princess also didn't want him
to be ripped to shreds. So when it came time for the young man to choose a door, he looked up to the
princess. She immediately nodded toward one door. The fate of the man is not spoken of at the end of the
story.

Characterization:

For this story, | am going to characterize the princess who is in love with the young man who will choose his
fate. One side of her is very jealous because she doesn't want to see her lover with another girl. But the other
side if her does not want him to get ripped up by the tiger. Either way she does not get what she wants. It isa
matter of the goodnessinside her. Will she choose the tiger or the lady? No one knows or finds out the fate
of the young man and what lies behind the door.

Audience recommendations:

| would recommend this story for any boy, girl, man, or woman who is at this reading level or higher.
Anyone who is 10 years old or older would probably enjoy and make sense of this story the most. If you do
not enjoy cliffhangers or very short stories then | would suggest you not to read this book. | you do enjoy



reading about kings, castles, and realistic fiction, then | would strongly suggest you read this story. | you
want a book that you can read for along time, then do not read this story. It is very short.

Brianna says

This story drives me CRAZY!!

May?a says

I cannot believe this man HAD THE HEART to write afollow-up that STILL doesn't tell us the outcome of
the original. Jesus ChriST.

"The Lady or the Tiger?' isastory that tells of aking and the unusual punishment imposed by him - in
which the accused/criminal must choose between two doors. Apparently people in the story thought this was
fair judgement, my God. So behind one door is a hungry tiger and behind the other isafair maiden. It al
comes down to luck. The king doesn't approve of the princess affair with her lover, and he is forced to make
achoice. Knowing what lies behind the doors, the princess signals to him which door to open.

Which?one??

"The Discourager of Hesitancy" isliteraly ariddlie for ariddle. A prince goesto akingdom to find awife.
After A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS, he is somehow married to someone while
BLINDFOLDED, FOR GOODNESS SAKE. Once the wedding ceremony was over, the blindfold was
removed and ho--he finds 40 ladies standing before him, one of whom was his new bride! The rule was that
if he did not correctly identify her, he would be executed on the spot. In the end, the prince narrowed his
choices down to two, one lady smiling and one frowning, and made his pick.

Which?one??

Apparently, if you figure out which lady the prince had married/chosen, the officer in the second story would
tell the outcome of "The Lady or the Tiger?' But alas! The five travelers who were listening in the second
tale couldn't decide on the answer.

MAKE YOUR CHOICE GOD DAMN IT.

Personally | liked the first story more, for | found it more interesting (or maybe because it came first |ol)
although they all successfully made me want to travel back in time and have a conversation with Mr.
Stockton. What is up with both kings who are semi-barbaric though??

Anyway, | read the first onein my english class YEARS back and | still haven't been able to forget it. To be
honest | think the princess chose the tiger, because sometimes jealousy is as strong as love, and it has been
mentioned several times how she'd hate another woman in her lover's arms. Also, like father like daughter.
Ah, you can never guess with people.

BUT!!! Because my mind secretly likes to torture me so, imagine--



. the princess chose the door with the tiger

. but her lover thought she'd rather et him be with the other woman

. and assumed it was the one with the maiden?

. he goes to open the other door

. because he'd rather be eaten by the tiger

. and finds the lady instead!!!

Angst angst angst angst ANGST ANGST angst angst ANGST

Please take thisjourney with me :) The feeling of BETRAY AL. Oooooooooh.
But that didn't happen.

somebody help me.

I'd like to know what you guys think.

Sarah Marie says

If I was in the princesses position | would've given him the door to the lady and then walked away from the
city, town, or wherever the hell they are. But I'm not in her position so | want a bloodbath and a tragedy.
Bring out the tiger!

Rachel says

I went into this thinking it would be a choose your own adventure story; | was semi disappointed that it just
ended with what my decision would be. | have no idea what my decision would be were | said princess. Send
my lover to his doom or send him away in the arms of another woman... | think a better story (less
philosophical maybe) would be for the daughter to poison her father and take over the country and do away
with his barbaric method of justice, freeing her lover, and saving herself from this horrible decision.

I'm too much of a happy endings person to desire mulling over this predicament.

Jokoloyo says

A pair of mind-teasing open-ended short stories by Frank R. Stockton.

"The Lady or the Tiger" isthe famous one. At least | first heard about Lady/Tiger from another book. In my
childhood my dad had The Lady or the Tiger? And Other Logic Puzzles and | had tried to read some puzzles
(but failed to finish the book.) although | didn't know that the lady/tiger was based on Mr. Stockton's story at
that time.

"The Discourager of Hesitancy" isthe less-famous one. | think this story is more hilarious than "The Lady or
the Tiger" and offering similar choices and additional rule for the test. (view spoiler)



Kerri says

Horrible Cliffhanger, but | love the story.... READ IT

Ahmed Ejaz says

Again! A painful tease for the reader's mind!!

| must say that the answer of this story is very difficult. Even more difficult than Lady or Tiger?, its prequel.
| liked the previous story. Like this one too. But | think that last one was more interesting and more
reasonable.

OVERVIEW
Again author left the ending for us. To decide what we want. What we would do in the protagonist's
position?

A prince came to a semi-barbaric king who had every kind of woman in his castle. Prince demanded him a
woman to marry. King agreed and the marriage took place with prince's eyes fully covered. After the
marriage, king told him to choose the woman he had just married in the row of 40 women or he would be
dead if he would choose wrong. But the Prince hadn't seen her. Just heard her voice or had touched her hand
in the marriage. When he tried to find, he got confused by two women. one of them were smiling and other
were scowling. Who is the right woman?

Now put yourself in the women's position. What you would do? Would you scowl? Or would you smile by
seeing your accidental spouse?

My Answer is: | don't know!! | can't even guess!! It's soo irritating!! >...<

Chrissy says

| read this story in my English classthisyear. | absolutely loved it. | believetiger, and | think | might have to
read more of Stockton's work!




