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Mohsen M .B says

Scott Anderson says

The second in the Tripods series, this book follows Will and Beanpol e as they leave their mountain home
and try to win a competition of games that will allow them to enter the mysterious city of the tripods. While
inside the city, they learn about their captors the Masters and look for away to defeat them.

Very imaginative, told in the style of Jules Verne with a particular knack for describing alien science and
technology. It's agreat story with afocus on the action, | loved these books as akid and | still do today.

Evelyn Woagh says

Instead of putting my notes into a nicely-organized review, I'll just post my notes. This book is horrible.
Here'swhy.

-continues to be disempowering toward children - particularly toward boys.

-increases the victim-blaming, with the author repeatedly making the characters accept blaming themselves
for the violence of others.

-how are the capped still violent when the caps pacify all emotion and interest? Plothole to assure his creepy
victim-blaming.

-starting to feel repetitive, with how horribly things continue to go wrong, and how they get out of it and
continue on. It has less and less a sense of scifi adventure, and more regularly a sense of normalness and
easily-expected plot conflict.

-the series fixates on men, boys, and 'mankind’, in a cult-personality sort of way. | can't quote directly, but |
recall the author suggesting that men have stronger and more independent minds and bodies than women,
which 'proves itself in a horribly ugh way. Gross!

-any women characters are cardboard cutouts of potential-yet-meaningless romance subplots, or are
victimized by the tripod creatures in horribly disgusting ways. It isn't the women who have the weaker minds
and bodies, it is the sexist and insecure author and his male characters.

Kiri says



This was aways my favorite from this trilogy. Maybe it's because the terror is so immediate and the danger
isdistilled to its essence. The aliens are terrifying and real, their city has a personality of its own, and Will
remains afascinating and flawed hero.

Ashley says

My favourite of the series. For me, it seemed the author was drawing a correlation between the aliens (called
the Master's) and human beings. Very good character developement for akids book. | liked that the
protagonist was flawed and pointedly so - | thought that was unusual for akids book OR for that matter an
adult book.

GeorgeK. says

"H M7?2An Touv Xpuoo? Kal Tou MoA?BOoV", EKO?0EIC Z WOl .

Ag?1ePO BIPA?0 TNC EPNPIK?C OEIP?C ETUCTNHOVIK?C aVTOO?0¢ "TP?rodeg”, Ue TNV 1OTOP?0 VA
EeKIV?el aXEOV OTT? TO ONE?0 TIOV TEAEAWOE N 1OTOP?0 TOU TIP?TOL BIBA?0L TN OEIP?C, UE TOV
T?21A0 "Ta Aguk? ?2pn". M?puaol Tov M?pTI0 EEKVNOA TNV GEIP?, 2MPETE VO TEP?C0LV T?2001 UNVEG
U2XPL TEAIK? VO TNV OLVEX?0W. NMVTWC BUU?UOLY APKET?C AETITOU?PELEC!

O JeKATETP?X POVOC TIPWTOYWVICT?C HaC, ov2uaTi Fou?A M2pKep, eVal TA?0V WPA0C TNG 0Py WoNC
TV EAEPBEPWV OVOP?TILV TIOL YWV oVTal EVATIA 0TOLC Kup?apxoug e§wy?voug Tou KaT?AdaBav
TOV TAOV?TN Hag. Mad? pe duo @?A0LC-CLVTPPOUC TOU Ba AVAA?BEl ia ETEKAVAUVN OTIOOTOA?: Na
KOTOQ?PEL VO UTEl 200 OE IO OTT? TIG TI?AEIC TV EEWYAVWY KO VA PU?BEl TIG ENVAL, TG
AEITOLPYOV KAI TIOLO €NVAL TA TPWT? TOUG onpeE?a. O KVOUVOE yia ToV 2010 Kal TOUG ¢?A0U¢ Tov Ba
€I TEP?0TIOC. H 10TOP?0 KIVE?TOL OTO 2010 KOG K2UATOC UE OILTV TOL TIP?TOL PBIRA?0VL, 710l
YEU?TN UE OP70N KAl NPWICHO?C 2TIG ENVAL, N YPO@? THPAUVEL KOA?, EUKOAOSI ?BOCTN KAl OPKET?
TEPIYPAQK?, EV? LTI?PEAV KO K?TOIEC EVOIAP?POUTEC ATIOKAAAPEIC VIO TOUC KOKO?C TNG 1OTOP?0C.

To BIBA?0 ATELONVETAL OE VEAPPTEPEC NAIK?EC, OYOUPA UWCE LA B2LETAL ELX?PIOTA KA LIE
EVAIO@E?POV KAl OTE? LEYOIA?TEPOUC KA 2UTEIPOUC VAW ?0TEC OTO £€200C TNG ETITTNUOVIK?G
@aVTOo?20¢. MPoowriK? ?paca KAA? KAl e aUT? TO BIBA?0, TIOU POV QAVNKE EA?XIOTA KOA?TEPO
OT? TO TP?10. A0V CUVTUWG (AUT? TNV PoP? 1O EVvo?!) Ba T1 70w KAl TO TP?TO BIBA70.

Ahmad Sharabiani says

??7The city of gold and lead (The Tripods #2), John Christopher
The City of Gold isthe name given to the dwelling places of the Masters in the novel The City of Gold and
Lead (1967), the second book of John Christopher's trilogy, The Tripods.



B. Reese says

Thiswas my favorite book in the series.

It gives us our first glimpse into the lives of the Masters, and what an unusual glimpseitis. The world
building for the city is one of the most interesting takes on an alien society I've seen yet, even after having
seen many since. The visuals conjured in my mind by the author's word are something | can till recall 20+
years after reading it.

I think this book is also interesting in that it reveals that the evil alien overlords aren't all completely evil.
The one the main character is stuck with is actually halfway decent. Asfar as alien slave masters go.

One of my favorite, early sci-fi reads.

L aura says

The second book of the Tripads Trilogy, The City of Gold and Lead continues the science fiction adventure
that began with The White Mountains. The world has been taken over by alienswho rule in large, three-
legged machines. Humans are controlled by metal caps, which are melded to their skulls at the age of 14.
Will, the main character, is ayoung man who is part of asmall group of free men, who have escaped the
capping process and live secretly in the mountains. In The City of Gold and Lead, Will and another boy are
sent to be slavesin the city of the dlien “Masters,” as they call themselves, to gather information and report
back. The dangerous journey provides afrightening look at the dark reality that the Masters have created for
the humans.

Much like The White Mountains, | found this book to be an exciting and engaging read. The plot is
adventurous and fast paced, but the themes of humanity and freedom are still just as evident, making this
book stand as something that is filled with thrilling adventure and a thought provoking depth. The biggest
differencein The City of Gold and Lead isthat it is much more rooted in the science fiction genre than The
White Mountains was. We learn much more about the alien Masters, their city, and their technologiesin this
book, although Christopher manages to inject enough plot movement to make sure that it never becomes too
slow.

Recommended for children and tween readers who enjoyed The White Mountains. Those who enjoy
adventurous page turners, especially boys, will enjoy these timelessthrillers. | aso think that, although thisis
achildren’ s book, the combination of action and depth makes this an enjoyable read for teens and adults who
are open to reading younger peopl€e’s literature.

Space says

The second in the White Mountains trilogy, thisis the book where the rebel children must infiltrate the
enemy complex and learn the aliens’ weaknesses. Don't read this one without first having read The White



Mountains, and likewise, don't read it without finishing the story off with The Poal of Fire. All three books
are very important to the set. And you must read the set! This was one of the best sets of books |'ve ever
read.

mlady_rebecca says

One enjoys friendship most when times are good, when the sun shines and the world iskind. But it is the
sharing of adversity that knits men together. (p 164)

Second book in the Tripod trilogy. Enjoyed this one as much as the first. Some interesting transitions. The
first book was kind of vague on where we were - wasit Earth or some alien Earth-like planet? The second
book clears this up. Definitely Earth. The other big change was from seeing the tripods as this unknown
guantity - were they intelligent machines or just means of transportation? - to avery up close and personal
experience with them.

Spoilers.....

The tripods were just the means of transportation. The aliens themselves were roughly pyramid shaped with
tentacles. This may be TMI, but | think I've found another source of some of my adult kinks. The tentacle
thing wasn't meant to be sexy, but ....

On amoreintellectual level *g*, "The City of Gold and Lead" showed us how different mankind was from
these dliens. The aliens didn't have close family or friendship bonds. They lived isolated lives. Y et their
culture had never been divided as oursis by language and culture.

Just realized this series is a baby dystopia, probably my first. *g*

Enjoying the childhood reread. It's nice to revisit books like this and see where we've come from.

An Odd1 says

One foot follows another, steady, against gravity, hardship. Overall sad struggle for boy. Hero plods, writing
does not. Friends, old and new, arekilled by aiens. In few years, Earth will be converted to poison.

Fate of mankind looks bleak. We suffer events to see impetuous boy grow patient, cross bridge for sequel.
How else will we know if reckless lazy selfish child learns qualities demonstrated by fellows, matures?
(Spoilers have another reason.)

Will, trained as boxer, narrates being chosen by rebel |eader Julian, with pal 'Beanpole’ Jean-Paul jumper,
and taciturn Fritz Eger p 16 racer. Winners of Games in Germany enter City adapted to alien invaders, who
conguered Earth 100 years ago by mind control. Subjects, temporarily hypnotized via televised
entertainment, forced others to wear metal Caps. Now rapturously obedient, Capping is celebrated at age 14
ritual.

Under dome of gold, breathers on faces filter toxic air for Game winners, but oppressive gravity ("lead" of



title), heat, humidity, whippings, overuse, wear daves out. Only nourishment is dry tastel ess wafer and
powder to mix with water. After year or two, Capped gladly suicide at Place of Happy Release.

(view spoiler)

At the Pyramid of Beauty, Will finds girls, and his sweetheart Lady Eloise, Queen of the Tournament.
Masters live long to human 'mayflies. In four years, the Plan, ship from their home planet brings machines to
change Earth environment for them and kill al present living things.

Will's Master is ususually indulgent. He studies archives that describe friendship, pets. Lying isahuman
trait, so he questions Will for truth. He orders Will to be hisfriend, treats him like a puppy, finds journal
intended for rebels.

(view spoiler)

Karissa says

Thisisthe second installment in the Tripods trilogy. It is my favorite book of the trilogy and is still as much
fun 20 years from when | first read it.

Will, Beanpole, and Henry are training for the gamesin hopes that one of them will make it into acity of the
Tripods and be able to escape to provide vital intelligence to the human resistance.

The description of what happens in the Tripods city is amazing and interesting. | remember reading this
when | was younger and finding it absolutely fascinating. The end of the book leaves you hanging and
wondering what will happen. It is a fast-paced book with amazing detail as to the Tripod race

Thisisawonderful creative series; that still inspires curiosity of the unknown. It isatrilogy that seemsto
withstand time. | can't wait to read the last book in the series.

Miriam says

Having by the skin of their teeth survived a cross-continental walk to freedom from the mind-control of the
Tripods, Will and his friends now volunteer to risk their lives by joining those who enter the alien city as
slaves of the Masters. First they must make another arduous journey and then triumph at an athletic
competition designed to select the best and strongest specimens to serve the invaders. But getting into the
city isthe least horrible of the dangers that wait for the boys... Tense and creepy.



?7?7? says

J.M. Hushour says

This some badass, excellen' sci-fi, hee-ya. Book Two of the trilogy about a century from now when mankind
is slave to the Tripods, giant war machines that control men through Caps which are ritualistically affixed to
their skulls at adolescence. The three teenagers from the first book who make it to the White Mountains,
where asmall band of free people are trying to free the earth are at their zany hijinks again! Thistime they
enter a pseudo-Olympics thing fake-Capped and get inside one of the cities of the Tripods where they
discover the horrible shit that is actually happening: the real rulers are these fucking hideous and weird aliens
called The Masters. Humans are their slavesin the city whose artificial gravity and sweltering heat (hence
thetitle) kill you after about a year of glorious servitude to your Master. The narrator, Will, figures out al
kinds of shit and offers that neat fish-in-the-frying-pan wide-eyed view of this most alien badassitude.

Robert says

| have re-read these books several times over the years, and they have stood up quite well. They're quite
suspenseful and interesting, without being over-the-top preachy, which a book like this easily could be. What
stood out to me this time was their amazing economy. They're only around 100 pages each, yet they don't
feel like slight books in any way.

Philippa Dowding says

The cover of this book still makes me shivery with fear and delight. | found the entire trilogy at the bottom of
abookshelf in arecent office clear-out, the originals from my childhood. They're first editions too, which
made me briefly think | shouldn't be reading them which I quickly dismissed, what are books for if not to be
read and enjoyed? Anyway, | remember this book even more clearly than the first one, The White Mountains
(review link at bottom), because the terror and fascination of the boys' captivity in the Masters' city was my
first introduction to true science fiction, and | loved everything about it: the slave's way of life, the
description of the delicioudly alien Masters, the sense of danger as Will and Fritz must pretend to be willing
slaves, one of the Capped, when in fact they were free thinking boys. All really fascinating to me at 11 and
stands up now, 40+ years later. If you like middle-grade dystopia, I'd say thisis one of thefirst (1967) and
best of the genre. There's some rampant 60s sexism (for instance none of the resistance fighters are women
which seems odd, even the French Resistance had |ots of women, so a big precedent there), but overlook it
for the sake of agreat story. Y ou shouldn't missit if you love the genre.

Find my review of The White Mountains here: https.//www.goodreads.com/review/show...



Iris Penfield says

This book was even more satisfying than the first of the trilogy. | read through it very quickly. Y ou get to
find out what atripod really is and my assumption was all wrong. This book brings out many emotionsin the
reader as the young teen boys go through cruel and demeaning treatment in the city of the tripods.

D.M. Dutcher says

Second book of the Tripods trilogy, where the plot thickensin darker ways.

For all their resistance, the people of the White Mountains barely know anything of the tripods. Who they
are, what their plans are, and how they can fight them. So they devise a plan, win the annual games of the
Capped, the games where Will lost Eloise to the tripods in the first place. Get taken, spy on them, and come
back alive.

Will, Beanpole, and a boy named Fritz are chosen, and after several dangers, they arrive at the games. While
Beanpole is|eft behind, Will and Fritz are chosen, and taken inside a tripod.

They wake up in ahellish city of gold and lead, where the heat is oppressive, and gravity crushes them. They
are now servants of the Masters, and Will and Fritz soon become aware the Masters of the tripods have a
much darker plan than they ever thought.

John Christopher set the standard for children's dystopia books with this series, and this book is no

exception. It's brief, but every word iswell chosen, and it's not serious or cute. It feels alittle bleaker than the
first book, with the capped no longer being entirely cheerful, and the ultimate plan of the aiensfor the future
of mankind being very grim. But it's not one-sided, and that adds to the horror: Will's very sympathetic
Master is the vessel of many of the horrors in the book.

Definitely recommended, and finish the series with the Pool of Fire.




