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The author of Independence Slay invites readers back to Celebration Bay for Halloween festivities with
more tricks than treats…

This October in Celebration Bay, you can’t swing a black cat without hitting a haunted house. There are
three finalists in the contest for the town’s official Haunted House, and ten thousand dollars will go to the
winner, with the rest of the contributions and proceeds funding a new community center. Event coordinator
Liv Montgomery has invited her friend Jonathan Preston, the debonair CEO of a philanthropic organization,
hoping he will award a grant to the center.

But after the Museum of Yankee Horrors wins first place, the transformed Victorian boarding house is
vandalized ... and among scattered mannequins of Hester Prynne, Lizzie Borden, and the Headless
Horseman, a real dead body is found—one of the contest judges. Now in addition to playing host to Jon, Liv
has to play detective and coordinate the clues to unmask a self-appointed judge, jury, and executioner.
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From Reader Review Trick or Deceit for online ebook

Tina at A COZY GIRL READS AND WRITES Blog says

In Celebration Bay, a family friendly destination town they take holidays very seriously. It's hard not to
imagine the picturesque beauty with the small town setting. Halloween is one holiday that holds no
exception. There's a haunted house competition in Celebration Bay, three finalists are vying for the winners
prize of ten thousand dollars with the new community center receiving the rest of the proceeds.

Liv Montgomery is a event coordonator for Celebration Bay, may be in over her head when she invited her
friend, Jon Preston who is a director of development for a company that provides funding for projects like
the building of the community center. Liv is hoping to receive a grant from Jon's company for the funding of
the new community center.

The first place winner is crowned. "The Museum of Yankee Horrors" but the owner, Barry's celebration is
short lived when his haunted house is vandalized. When the body of Lucille, the contest judge is found with
a bruise on her head and is found by the coroner to be strangled to death on the property of "The Museum of
Yankee Horrors". Jon, surprizingly in a twisted turn of events becomes a suspect. Not far behind when the
second runner up, Ernie Bolton and his "Monster Mansion" who may have it in for Barry and his "Museum
of Yankee Horrors"

This time of year reading a Halloween themed cozy mystery is what I was in the mood for, to get myself in
the Halloween spirit. Trick or Deceit has all the makings of a perfect Halloween mystery with haunted
houses, cats, witches inhabiting and running a business in the town and a crime fighting dog named,
Whiskey who happened to a favorite of mine.

The one downfall I had was the very slow pace of the story. It was making me lose interest very quickly, it
took me a few more days than normal to finish because the story was not as exciting. At first the characters
seemed very one demintional to me but I loved the small town gossip and rumor mill and the extra marital
affairs that made it more interesting and the characters seem more like real, flawed people.

FTC Disclosure Thank you to the publisher and/or author for providing us with a copy of this book for
review.This did not influence our thoughts in any way. All the opinions of the book and review are our own
and our reviews are honest.

Mark Baker says

Trick or Deceit by Shelley Freydont (Celebration Bay #4) – 5
The first annual haunted house contest in Celebration Bay ends in tragedy when the winning house is
vandalized and a dead body is found in with the fake body parts. Is the jealous runner up to blame? Who else
might have wanted to kill the victim?

This is my fourth trip to Celebration Bay in the last year, and I’ve enjoyed each of them. Once again, the
book provides some unique clues and red herrings that I found lots of fun. It was great to visit the core
characters again, although I wish we would see a bit more character growth in a few of them. The new
characters are just as charming. This is a great stop for your Halloween (or any time of the year) reading list.



NOTE: I was sent a copy of this book in exchange for my honest review.

Read my full review at Carstairs Considers.

Fred says

Trick or Deceit is the fourth book in the Celebration Bay Mystery series.

It's always delightful for me to visit with the folks who reside in Celebration Bay.

Liv and Ted are busy getting ready for the annual Halloween Festival.

The stores have all been decorated and about the only thing yet be done is the selection of the first annual
Haunted House contest. When the winners and runners-up are announced, the second place winner, Ernie
Bolton, is livid. The prize is $10,000 and he desperately needs the money to pay his back real estate taxes.
Before he leaves, he accuses the head of the judging committee, Lucille Foster, of having swayed the other
judges into voting for the winner, Barry Lindquist. The next morning as Liv and Whiskey are out for their
morning run, Liv notices that Lindquist's winning display has been damaged. Crossing the vacant lot next
door to access the damage, she also calls the sheriff. As the police arrive, actors for the community theatre
come to help with the clean-up. It is one that happens to discover the lifeless body of Lucille. Bolton,
naturally, becomes a prime suspect, but Liv has her doubts. Where are her designer shoes, where is here car
and did her husband really pick her up after award ceremony? So she enlists Ted, her assistant and Chaz,
owner of the Celebration Bay Clarion and former investigative reporter to find out who sent Lucille to an
early grave.

I really enjoy all the characters in this series. Even Janine Tudor, Liv's nemesis has mellowed on this book.
Once again, Dolly Hunicutt, owner of the Apple of My Eye Bakery is back helping Liv and keeping
Whiskey happy dog treats and BeBe Ford, owner of the Buttercup Coffee Exchange is back with her lattes
and tea for Liv and Ted. The Zimmerman sisters are there to help and provide Liv with the lowdown on the
local residents and also to provide Whiskey with love and treats while Liv is off sleuthing. Chaz, good ol'
Chaz. Liv and Chaze still seem to be dancing about as to possibly starting to date. But with Jonathon Preston
in town, and someone Liv knew from her days in New York City, Chaz might have some competition. And
Ted, Liv's assistant, seems to know what is going on in town practically before anyone else does and is a
very valuable assistant to Liv. In addition, I love the time he spends with Whiskey teaching him songs to
“arrroo” to.

Definitely will be watching for the next book in the series.

Laura Reading says

Big city girl Liv Montgomery has now been the event coordinator for the small southern town and tourist
location Celebration Bay for a year. She feels fairly comfortable with the folks who keep coming to her to
solve their problems, including the local sheriff. She even is beginning to appreciate the less formal attire
required, although there will always be people who want to feel superior by the way they dress. Halloween is



approaching and the whole town has gotten into the spirit full force. A former colleague of Liv's from New
York City will be arriving soon to evaluate the town for grant money for a new community center. What
could possible go wrong?

The town sponsored a Haunted House competition with a hefty financial prize.
It was understandable someone would feel bad about losing, but angry enough for vandalism? How about
murder? In this installment to the series we learn a few well hidden secrets about Celebration Bay's year
round population.
Add to that a new "witch" arrives in town to open a store and invites her "sisters" for a Samhaim celebration
at the fishing camp. This encourages a screaming street preacher to harrass anyone within earshot.

The gossip line is active and secrets and details the sheriff would prefer to keep quiet make the rounds with
lightening speed. How can Liv solve the murder before her N.Y. colleague arrives? Will murder squash the
grant money application?

I am a Halloween addict, even better with a cozy mystery to solve.
I enjoy Shelly Freydont's writing. Her books never disappoint. I get lost in them for hours at a time. The
characters are wonderful and the mystery was not easy to solve. Besides, I like looking "behind the scenes"
and getting to know those small town secrets.

I did receive this book in exchange for an honest review.
I can't wait to return to Celebration Bay.

Lesa says

No town observes holidays the way Celebration Bay, New York, does. The residents pull out all the stops.
This time, though, in Shelley Freydont's Trick or Deceit, someone wants to ruin Halloween. A vandalized
haunted house is one thing. But, event planner Liv Montgomery draws the line at murder.

Liv is already nervous. An old friend, Jonathan Preston, is on his way to town to check it out for possible
funding from a philanthropic foundation. The fate of the town's community center is in his hands. But, when
the Museum of Haunted Horrors is vandalized, Liv fears the house won't be able to open for the town's
Halloween celebration. But, it's worse than she thought. In the nearby overgrown lot, amongst the scattered
mannequin parts, is the body of one of the judges from the haunted house contest. One haunted house ruined;
the owner of another is a suspect. What will Jonathan think about Celebration Bay when he arrives in town?
Now, Liv is angry "that somebody trashed all of Barry's hard work, jeopardized the community center's
future, and murdered one of the judges." And, the entire town turns to her to fix the problem.

Any reader can understand Liv Montgomery's motivation. The townspeople have grown to trust this
newcomer, although she's only been in town for a year. "She planned all the major events in town. They
came to her for all the problems associated with the events and more. They expected her to solve problems -
all problems."

Freydont has created an appealing, quirky town where the residents celebrate every day and every holiday.
Murder is never acceptable, but it truly disrupts the atmosphere in Celebration Bay. And, the author



surrounds her amateur sleuth with a cast of supportive characters, who can be exasperating and, maybe, a
little too protective for Liv's taste.

Welcome to Celebration Bay in Shelley Freydont's Trick or Deceit. It's the perfect setting, the perfect sleuth,
and the perfect holiday, for a mystery.

❂ Jennifer says

3.5 stars

The mystery in this one was pretty easy; I spotted the killer fairly early on and the motivation was somewhat
obvious. Still, it kept my attention and it was a fun read themed for Halloween.

Wordier review: http://jenn.booklikes.com/post/127930...

April Schilling says

It's Halloween time in Celebration Bay and with the Fall Festival and now the Celebration Bay Official
Halloween House contest, Liv and Ted have their hands full. Everything seems to go well with the contest
till the winners are announced and there are hurt feelings and accusations. Just when Liv thinks everything is
in hand, the winning house is vandalized. Luckily it seems all of the mannequin pieces are right in the field
next door. Unluckily, is the dead body that's there with them.

I really enjoyed this book, as I have the others in the Celebration Bay series. I would love an assistant like
Ted and I really enjoying reading about Liv and Whiskey. I was pretty surprised by the killer, which is
always fun since I was guessing along the way trying to figure out who did it :)

Amy Vendetti says

I can not wait for the next book in this series to come out!! :)

Shelley Giusti says

It's just about time for Halloween and Shelley Freydont's newest book Trick or Deceit will put you in the
festive mood. With parties, decorations, fun food and murder you will be trapped in this book from the first
page. Who doesn't love a good treat on Halloween. Get this book today and you will enjoy it from the start.
Find out who the killer is before time is up. Happy Halloween

Lisa Ks Book Reviews says



In more than plenty of time for Halloween, TRICK OR DECEIT is the perfect book to read for the season.
But I bet you won’t last that long before you read this installment of the Celebration Bay Mystery series.

It’s October in Celebration Bay and murder and mischief was not supposed to be on the agenda for event
coordinator Liv Montgomery. Well, not the real thing anyway. But that doesn’t stop it from happening.

Halloween is my favorite holiday setting for cozy mysteries. I mean, how perfect, right? And author Shelley
Feydont takes full advantage of the holiday to write a delightful mystery that is tricky to figure out and a real
treat to devour. TRICK OR DECEIT was a great whodunit with more surprises than candy in a trick or treat
bag, and had me second guessing myself right up until the thrilling conclusion.

Don’t be afraid to pick up this Halloween cozy. You’re going to love it! And I look forward to what author
Frydont has in store for us next.

A Holland Reads says

I loved the Halloween theme of this book and what better time of year to start reading books like this. I hated
that the Museum of Yankee Horror was vandalized and then a dead body was found in there as well how
creepy. It is fun to go along with Liv as she is trying to find out who would kill one of the contest judges. It
was enjoyable to visit this quaint little town again and hear what is going on with the characters. In my
opinion the author did a good job of keeping you guessing on who was the person who did the killing. The
author did a good job with descriptions and I felt as if I was visiting this town while walking along with Liv.
Another good addition to a fun series.

Andrea Guy says

I really love cozy mysteries and I love holiday stories and this is both. I am so glad I was introduced to this
series with this book. Liv and Ted are great characters as is her dog, Whiskey.

Shelley creates the perfect small town that you wish you lived in. I felt right at home in Celebration Bay
from the very start. Why can't more towns be like the ones in cozy mysteries and Debbie Macomber novels?

What I found really unique about this series, is that there's no love interest for Liv. There's some tension
between her and Chaz, but nothing really going on.

The murder was one that really got you thinking. From the start there are a few suspects and there are enough
twists and turns that you are kept guessing until the very end. There were a few times when I was sure it was
someone and then...boom! It wasn't.

What I really liked about Liv, was that even though she was in the thick of the investigation, but she didn't
really do the stupid things that a lot of cozy mystery sleuths do. She worried about the case, but she was
really focused on her job.

I also hope we get to see more of Yolanda in the upcoming series. I'm all for a real quirky characters, and if



that character might be witch. Her and her coven really made this story more interesting, and when you
added the Doomsday guy, there were a lot of interesting side stories going on.

Loved this book!

Melodie says

This is a cute series, but like the other I read which was a Christmas tale, it didn't hold my interest for very
long at a time. I enjoyed the Halloween time frame, but the mystery seemed to drag for me. I figured it out
well before the big reveal. I have another of these, but if it drags, too, I won't read beyond that.

Melissa says

This was between three and four stars but I will round up to four. It was a good mystery, I was never sure
who did it until the end. I also like the holiday setting. I did find myself getting distracted though and putting
the book down several times.

Jackie says

This was just ok. The mystery was pretty mediocre, the villain was pretty obvious, none of the red herrings
were very tricky. It's a serviceable cozy mystery and if you like the main character and the town, it's
probably more like a 3 star. BUT. While I like the amateur detective just fine, I could not stand the people in
the town she lived in. Somehow the same tropes and stereotypes that are totally fine in Murder She Wrote
are completely unacceptable in this book. Part of that I think is due to the age of the sleuth; Liv (the event
planner and amateur sleuth) is much younger than Jessica Fletcher and doesn't get the respect that comes
with age. Also, the men in this book basically treat her like a teenager; they either want to hook up with her
or they want to control her dating life. It's so infuriating. And the constant refrain from other women of
"they're just like that because they care about you" is even more infuriating. I just wanted to be like NO, the
reason they're like that is because they have a misplaced sense of superiority and lack of respect for her
autonomy. Yes, these guys do care about her but they would never behave that way if she was a man. This
book made me hate small towns in New England.

All patriarchal problems and boring plot aside, I just don't think I could read more from this series because I
still can't get over the idea of an entire town banking its entire culture and economy on the idea of going in
hard on every single holiday. Just too weird.

PS: What the hell was up with all the pearl clutching over the witches?? This was from 2015, not 1955. Good
lord.


