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Americais caught in the lethal center of an unwinnable two-front war -- in this gripping and explosive
thriller from the master of geopolitical intrigue.. . .

The war on terrorism has borne bitter fruit, asthe radical 1slamic states forge an unholy alliance with a
surging China, aiming for total control of the Middle East's vast oil reserves and the strategic Strait of
Malacca. As anew axis of world power simultaneously launches a devastating double-pronged conflict --
one a depleted American military cannot possibly win -- President Maddy Turner, the first woman ever to
occupy the Oval Office, must react swiftly to aglobal crisis of world-altering proportions. And so she turns
to the only man she can trust in the brutal snake pit of Beltway politics: Brigadier General Matt Pontowski.
A brilliant flyer and military tactician, and the intimate confidant of the most powerful woman on Earth, he
must now undertake a mission at once bold and extraordinary -- and potentially suicidal -- as a desperate
nation confronts Armageddon, and its leader approaches what will be either her finest hour . . . or her most
tragic mistake.
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From Reader Review The L ast Phoenix for online ebook

Jim A says

Three starsis astretch, but | gave them anyway.

Story of a'throw away' group of pilots and support personnel doing battle for Singapore against the PLA
(Chinese army). Those who have read War Birds will recognize the basic plot, only in the jungle instead of
the desert.

Bob Dummer says

Excellent story

Great blend of battles and politics. Clash between right and left leaving military to pay the ultimate price.
Great characters

James Bell says

Excellent continuation of the saga

I thoroughly enjoyed reading this book. Richard Herman attained his usual high standards. Lovef ed it and
aready looking forward to the next in the series.

William Mar shall says

Great read!

First rate and action packed both in the field and back at DC. Very hard to put down. Thanks Mr. Herman.

Neil says

This book was actually better than | thought it would be. Iran, Irag, and Syria combine forces to create a new
Islamic state and invade Saudi Arabiain abid to control most of the world's oil supply and cut the United
States off at the knees. Meanwhile, China attempts to gain control of the strategic Straight of Malacca. The
United States military has been pared back so much that it will have difficulty in dealing with both situations
at once, so it moves the mgjority of itsforcesto aid Saudi Arabiaand atoken forceto help in Malaysia. By
the end of the book, things are obviously made right.

(view spoiler)



The political situation isthat the former female VP is now the President. Her political opponent is a scumbag
[as all political opponents are]. The French are complete and utter jerks [shocker!]. These two flashpoints are
occurring during an election year and the new President has to decide what is more important: attempting to
win awar or win an election. A potential scandal could potentially disrupt the election for the sitting
President.

The political situations were okay, | guess. Sometimes it seems like authors go out of their way to make a
political opponent ajerk, ademon, or whatever else you want to call him [or her]. And then something
happensin 'real life' that makes the demonization seem not quite as far-fetched.

Apparently there was a character from Dark Wing who makes his appearance in this book. It has been
severa yearssince | read that book, so | don't remember the character. Heis aformer US SpecFor warrior
[ex-Army, if | remember correctly] who lived in Malaysia until his family was murdered by the Chinese. He
seeks retribution, is given command of a highly touted Malaysian Special Forces group, and harasses the
Chinese al in the name of justice [vengeance] for what was done to his family and home.

It was agood book; | enjoyed it alot more than | thought | would. The pacing was about right; | wanted to
finish the book and did not grow bored reading it. It was an interesting concept, on the one hand. It showed
the importance of allies and nations working together for acommon good as well as certain chokepoints and
potential flashpoints. In my opinion, the undercurrent of the book deals with the cutting of the US Military to
bare bones so that it is no longer able to deal with more than one regional threat at atime. Tom Clancy wrote
anovel along these lines about twenty years ago [Debt of Honor] so perhaps this concern is not as great as
some fear. On the other hand, it might be. Anyway. It was agood read.

Steven Raszewski says

Thrilling!

Lisa Hunter says

Great read & very realistic!

| read military fictional books frequently, and have so for years. Thisbook REALLY have me the best
understanding of all that goesinto the strategic and tactical aspect of missions, and | actually teared up while
reading the epilogue. It has great characters, and is aterrific read. | really enjoyed reading this book, and am




