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Rhinocéros

"Tous les chats sont mortels. Socrate est mortel. Donc Socrate est un chat." Tout langage stéréotypé devient
aberrant. C'est ce que lonesco démontre dans Rhinocéros, piéce qui atout d'abord vu le jour sous laforme
d'une nouvelle. Partisan d'un théétre total, il porte |'absurde & son paroxysme en I'incarnant matériellement.
Allégorie des idéologies de masse, |e rhinocéros, cruel et dévastateur, ne se déplace qu'en groupe et gagne du
terrain a une vitesse vertigineuse. Seul et sans trop savoir pourquoi, Bérenger résiste alamutation. |l résiste
pour notre plus grande délectation, car sa lutte désespérée donne lieu a des caricatures savoureuses, a des
variations de tons et de genres audacieuses et anticonformistes. La sclérose intellectuelle,
I'incommunicabilité et la perversion du langage engendrent des situations tellement tragiques qu'elles en
deviennent comiques, tellement grotesgques qu'elles ne peuvent étre que dramatiques. On a dit du théétre de
lonesco qu'il était engagé ; il I'est, en faveur de I'individu, menacé de marginalisation quand, malgré ses
faiblesses, il parvient arésister aux tentations avilissantes qu'il alui-méme fait naitre.”
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Ahmad Sharabiani says

Rhinocéros = Rhinoceras, Eugene lonesco

Rhinoceros (French: Rhinocéros) is a play by Eugéne lonesco, written in 1959. The play wasincluded in
Martin Esdlin's study of post-war avant-garde drama, The Theatre of the Absurd, although scholars have also
rejected thislabel astoo interpretatively narrow. Over the course of three acts, the inhabitants of asmall,
provincial French town turn into rhinoceroses; ultimately the only human who does not succumb to this mass
metamorphosisisthe central character, Bérenger, aflustered every-man figure who isinitially criticized in
the play for hisdrinking, tardiness, and slovenly lifestyle and then, later, for hisincreasing paranoia and
obsession with the rhinoceroses. The play is often read as a response and criticism to the sudden upsurge of
Fascism and Nazism during the events preceding World War |1, and explores the themes of conformity,
culture, fascism, responsibility, logic, mass movements, mob mentality, philosophy and morality.
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Hossein Sharifi says

Eugene lonesco

SPOILER ALERT !
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The theatre of the absurd
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theatre of the absurd by Simon Lea | 2012
the theatre of the absurd by martin esslin
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Forrest says

A libertarian manifesto, of sorts; not in the strictly political sense, or in the philosophical sense of free will
versus determinism, but in the broader sense of one who values personal liberty and freedom above all else
in or out of the political arena. | just saw afantastic rendering of this play put on by the theater troupe at the
high school where my wife teaches. | wasn't certain that they could pull off a play that demands such a high
level of skill from its actors and director, but they did it, and they did it well. The lead actor, playing the part
of Berenger, brilliantly portrayed the transformation of Berenger from awaffling, unsure drunk to the
morally certain, but crushingly aone last-man-standing, after the inhabitants of histown slowly choose to
turn into rhinoceroses.

Afterwards, having been near the edges of the audience and having had one of the "rhinoceroses" brush up
against me (they wander around among the audience for much of the play), | remarked to my wife that | felt
like the absurdist (and strongly existentialist) play was a sort of audience-participation episode of the
Twilight Zone. And since TZ is my favorite television show of all time, that was the highest compliment |
could give it. Reading the play may not lend the same intensity, as this was written "for the stage, not for the
page" (as my daughter so frequently characterized Shakespeare when she was a child). But the blueprint is
there, and awell-directed group of actors can really plunge the audience into the middle of the angst.

The central theme running throughout is that of individualism versus conformity. Though the play is
frequently cited as being "anti-Nazi," lonesco says.

"Rhinocerosis certainly an anti-Naz play, yet it is also and mainly an attack on collective hysteria and the
epidemics that lurk beneath the surface of reason and ideas but are none the less serious collective diseases
passed off as ideologies."

The play runsfar deeper than a simple invective against one group. Rather, it questions *all* groups and the
human need to belong vis-a-vis the need for human individuation. lonesco is careful to make Berenger a
complex character, who struggles with the decision of whether or not to become a rhinoceros, thus avoiding
apedantic forcing of the audience to hate the rhinoceroses. Thisis hot a propaganda piece that ignores the
psychological subtleties behind such a difficult choice. The situations portrayed pull forth feelings of
tolerance, possibly even sympathy, for those who succumb to the alure of the crowd. One must ask, "what
would | doin this situation, given al that is presented to me?' The question of who the rhinoceroses areis
completely irrelevant:

People always wish me to spell out whether 1 mean the rhinos to be fascists or communists. Rhinoceritisis
not an illness of the Right or the Left: it cannot be contained within geo-political borders. Nor isit
characteristic of a social class. It is the malady of conformity which knows no bounds, no boundaries.

There are no easy answers: Tolerate the crowd, accept them, become one of them and accept their sociality,
or resist them, become intolerant, and remain staunchly individual, and alone?

Before you answer, think about it. Read or see this play, then think about it. Thisisn't adecision you'll want
to make in haste.



Cyndi says

This play iskindaweird. And not in agood way. | know it was trying to get across some deep moral and
political meaning. But it came across, to me, as just a bunch of people becoming rhinoceroses. Guess I'm just
not enlightened enough. | mean ?? Why not ?? They could throw poop. Much more political.

Lisa says

One of the best plays ever on the individual human's stand against mass propaganda and oppressive
societies! Do we have another outbreak of Rhinoceritis coming in the world?

I read Rhinoceros in French many years ago and had a vague memory of being moved by it. As| reread it in
English to reflect on whether or not it could be used for ateaching unit on totalitarian societies, | was
completely shaken by the horrific message. Fighting conformity and the pressure of the supposedly
"inevitable" is shockingly familiar to me, and | don't have to refer to the political nightmares of the 20th
century to see the main character's dilemma.

Bérenger witnesses the sudden transformation of a human into arhinoceros. In the beginning, everybody is
shocked by it, and peopletry to find rational explanations for individuals failure to stay human. But the
rhinoceraos metamorphosis gets more and more common, and affects people who are educated, well-behaved,
and express common sense in their daily life. How can this be explained? In the end, the pressure to
transform into a brutal animal, following instincts rather than critical thinking, is so strong, Bérenger finds
himself completely alonein hisresistance. Even the perception of beauty and ugliness has changed, and he
exclaims:

"Ce sont eux qui sont beaux. Jai eu tort! Oh! Comme je voudrais étre comme eux. Je n'ai pas de corne,
hélas! Que c'est laid, un front plat!"

In hisfrustration, he yells:

"Malheur acelui qui veut conserver sa originalité!"

But then he resigns himself to hisidentity, different from al others, and accepts the consequence of his
humanity. His choice, in the end, to stay human no matter what, is the bravest - and loneliest - act

imaginable.

"Contre tout le monde, je me défendrai! Je suisle dernier homme, je le resteral jusgu'au bout! je ne capitule
p%! n

Great read! Hard to digest.




Aida says
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Anna says

To ?pyo TOU 10V?0KO0 YP2PTNKe 10 1959 KAl EVT?00ETOI OTO B20TPO TOL TIPAAYOU.
ALOTIPOYUOTEZETAL TN OTOBIOK? LETA?PPWON TWV KATOPKWV MIAC UIKP?G YOAAIK?C TIPANC OE
PIVZKEPOUCE, Ol OTID?01 APAVOVTAL OTA KTNV?0N VOTIKT? TOUG V1O O1 20pouc AYouC. Mp2KelTtal yia
?pY0 TIOL P20 TNE KWHWO?0C TEPVZEL KOIVWVIK? UNV2UATO 2Tg 1 A dIKOTIO?Nan Kal N Ve Tov
OIOBVETAL K?TOI0C 2TaV €A W?2p0¢ TNG K2L0C, EV? TALT?XPOVA OUT?E TIOU 2UEIVE UOTIOAOYIK?G
OVAPWTI?2TAl KAT? TT700 TEAIK? €VAI TPYUATI QUTIOAOYVIK?G ? 2X1. MEPI?XoVTal ETT?0NC LOVADIK G
OT?KEC 21G: "YTI?PXEl K?TI OTO HUOA? KAl TWV TEPILGC?TEPO 2UVOALV", "MLa y?2Ta ?XEl T?00EPIC
TITO?0€C, TO 2010 KOl VA OK?A0C. 2pa Ue 20N TN AOVIK? N y?Ta Ba €Val 0K?A0C, OAA? UTIOPE? KAl
TO QVT?20TPO@O", "E?0eC VA PIVKEPO UE OLO K?2PATA KAl V0 PIVIKEPO PE VA K?paTO. O
MUTIOPO?0EC VA £7XEC Ol OUO JlAPOPETIKO?C PIVIKEPOULC ? Ba UTIOPO?0EC Va £2XEC OEl TOV 2d10
PIVZKEPO OV 2TAV AUT?C PE TO dUO K?PATA TIOL £?JEC TIP?TO, VIAT? UTIOPE? OTNV TIOPE?N VA 2XATE VA
K?pATO0. 74w OV B0 UTIOPO?0€E VA £20EC TIP?TA AUTV UE TO VA K?pATO, AT? dev €val TiBav? va
@P?TPWOE T?00 YPYOPA VO OKUQ K?paTo".

Arman says

NP (2NRD7 RV VI NRINRVIINRNRVIINR VIR IR NN N2 N NN

PRV VINPVVIIXIN VIV IR VXTI N VNP VIR VIR VIN VIR IN. TN IR VNN N7

PIXYII? Y077 D777 P70 707 V770770 0 P70077? 777777 07777 277777 0 0077707 D2 077701 0707077? 7777777

P07 (RN N IR IR VNN TN NI N VNN NNV

PRVINVIN?IINR VNNV 7NN 0I?

R VTN 2NN TN 2N NI N7 N 70N 2 N V0N N 7070 (707) 2700 7070 (7772



PRVIIN VIR TIINR VN VI VINR VI NI VINIINR VIR VIR N VIR0 7NN 7077

PV X0 0?7 D007 22000 200 0100007 P2 0020270 77 X770 9 007770 70177077 777?

27 2272 2227 22227 2222 2222 22 22 22272 222227 2222 22222 272 22 222 72 2 22 22272 27772 722. 7?2
277 2272 22 22 222727 22222 2222 22 222, 22272 22272 22 22272 222222 222272 2 2227 222, 22272 2777
2222972222 2 7277 7?

PP D077 PP 27?7?2777 P77 P77 P77 P77 0 7 P77 P77 7?7 ?7?

P07 P PP PP 77 2?7777 2777 27?777 P P07 P77 P P77 077777 ?? P? 2777 2777 2707077

P77, 7777 77 P77 P77 P77, 2?77?77 2?77? ? 777 ?7?

PP 777?072 2?0207 77 77707700 707 270 D070 0770, 277 777? —777777 — ’?‘77777?’7?(’)’77’777‘777?’7?

PIVIRIXNIN VNN VIR VIV VXN VN VII7D7IR VN VIR N VIR V7R NN 007707

PP XX XXX 7000270 70 0770 07 7 777770 0 0770?0007 077270 0?0 7700777077007 7777
PP XX XXX 0?7 D007 20070 270 7770 70 0707?0777 0070 07070 DX 200200 7077007777

‘???????? ?? ‘??? ‘????? ‘???’? ?? ‘???’? ?? ‘??? ? LeLe

P02, 02000, 000 002020200 20000000, 0002000 0000000 M 0000 00007000000
P02, 2200002002, 0000070000, 000 72020002 0000, 0 70000 00777

PDINDIIN? 77?7777 70100077 D00 NRPNNVIN. 7NN NMVININ??07??7?M?

Alex says

Thisiswhat arhinoceros soundslike. It's not exactly trumpeting. It's like a trumpet meowing. Do you il
deny all rhinocerotic evidence? They don't know about rhinoceritis yet. Good men make good rhinoceroses,
unfortunately. And you consider this natural? What could be more natural than a rhinoceros?



lonesco's rhinoceros is as vast as Mdvilleswhale. I'm being serious! It means everything that tramples. This
play is great.

FeReSHte says
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Gorgona Grim says

"Nosorog" (1959) je jedno od najzna?ajnijih dramskih dela Ezena Joneska, uz "?dlavu peva?icu” The Bald
Soprano and Other Plays (1950), "Stolice" The Chairs (1952) i druge. Ovo delo je odli?an primer toga Staje
drama apsurda, 7ji je utemeljiva? upravo Jonesko.

Tokom tri Zina pratimo glavnog lika Zanai njegovo okruZenje koje se menja usled pojave nosoroga. Drustvo
isprva biva zate?eno njihovom pojavom u prvom ?inu, poricaju? da su uopste videli nesto poput nosoroga na
ulicama, da bi, kada je nosorog proSao po drugi put, nastala sveopSta debata natemu dali je to uopste
nosorog, ako jeste, dali jeto afriki ili azijski nosorog, dali je to moZzda bio isti nosorog koji je pro3ao
dvaput i sli?no. U drugom Zinu uvi?amo da je pojava hosoroga postala rasprostranjenai da se sada mogu
uo?iti Zitava krda na ulicama, dok u tre?em 2inu svedo?imo preobraZenju Zanovog prijatelja u jednog od
nosoroga. U 2etvrtom 2inu jedini ljudi su Dejzi i Zan koji provode niz godina odvojeni od nosoroga, da bi
nakon svega Dejzi ipak odlu?ilada ganapusti i pridruZi se krdu, 2ime je Zan ostao jedini 2ovek.

Karakteristika drame apsurda jestu obrti koji se naj?eS?e odigravaju po nekoliko puta u toku jedne scene,
naglaSavaju? besmislenost radnje i ljudskih postupaka. Prvi i ngjo7igledniji apsurd je svakako taj da osoba
odjednom biva preobra?enai da postaje nosorog. Svaki slede? apsurd nam se 7ini 0?igledniji, iako jei dalje
apsurd - ignorisanje pojave nosoroga iako jeisti prosao nao?igled svih prisutnih, dijalozi koji se vode kako bi
se opravdala takva iznenadna pojava nosoroga, postupci protagonista, sve do toga da se broj nosoroga
uve?ava rapidnom brzinom.

Teme kojima se Ezen Jonesku bavi su teme koje do?aravaju beznadeznost i otu?enost ?oveka od drustva.
Ovde vidimo idealan primer Zana koji je vrlo jasno rekao da je video nosoroga i nije imao nikakvih
nedoumica oko toga Sta bi njegova pojava moglada zna?i, ali u tom trenutku ne dozivljava razumevanje
svojih prijateljai poznanika. Onako kako se Zan 0se?a0 je precizno predstavljen primer osobe kojaje
doZivela za?etak i uspon nacizma u Nema?koj. Okretanje glave u stranu, Zmurenje na problem i njegovo
ignorisanje, a potom i potajno priklju?ivanje pokretu je stvorilo razornu silu koja je u jednom trenutku



postalatoliko jakai silovitadaje zbrisala ne samo veliki broj neistomisljenika, ve?i potpuno nevine Zivote
jer po nekim kriterijumimannisu bili odgovaraju?i.

Tema "Nosoroga' ne moze biti aktuelnija u nasoj sredini u ovom trenutku - uo?avamo ja?anje pokretai
stranaka za koje "niko ne glasa’, ali oni su ve?inanaizborimai pobe?uju. Kao najve? problem Jonesku
ozna?ava "nosoroge sa eSirima’ koji iz ngjrazliitijih pobuda ne samo &o Zmure i nata na?in doprinose,
ve? taj problem pravdaju i pre?utno ga podrZavaju. U redu im je uvo?enje tla?iteljskih zakonai odredbi, ali
sve dok njih niko ne dirai dok oni mogu nesmetano daZivei rade.

Vi&e je nego odli?an trenutak da se svi preispitamo i zapitamo &ta nam je ?initi.
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(view spoiler)

Alireza Sahafzadeh says
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