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In Robin York’s provocative new novel, two young ex-lover s find themselves together again in the
shadow of tragedy—and an intense, undeniable attraction.

Caroline still dreams about West. His warm skin, his taut muscles, his hand sliding down her stomach. Then
she wakes up and she’ s back to reality: West is gone. And before he left, he broke her heart.

Then, out of the blue, West callsin crisis. A tragedy has hit his family—afamily that’s already a fractured
mess. Caroline knows what she has to do. Without discussion, without stopping to think, she’s on a plane,
flying to his side to support him in any way he needs.

They' re together again, but things are totally different. West looks edgy, angry at the world. Caroline doesn’t
fit in. She should be back in lowa, finalizing her civil suit against the ex-boyfriend who posted their explicit
pictures on arevenge porn website. But here sheis. Deeply into West, wrapped up in him, in love with him.
Still.

They fought the odds once. L osing each other was hard. But finding their way back to each other couldn’t be
harder.
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From Reader Review Harder for online ebook

Jaime Arkin says

“We go deep and then deeper, falling, spinning. When he’ swith me, I’ m never lost.”

Harder picks up almost 3 months after the end of Deeper. The West & Carolyn that we fell in love within
the previous book is no more. West is determined to leave his hopes and dreams of what could have been
behind and start living hislifein reality and that means no more Caro. But then he reaches out to her in the
middle of the night when something tragic happens and Carolyn feels she has only one choice... she goesto
him and finally sees him in the life that he never wanted her to see himin.

To say this book put me through the emotional shredder would be an understatement. Things happen and are
said and done here that completely gutted me and had me on the verge of tears and my heart shattered for
these two. (No spoilers here but PM me if you need a heads up) But despite all the emotional trauma that
York has had me endure, I’'m not sorry | read it, and | will read these books back to back very soon.
Ultimately this story is one of redemption and love and hope. Feeling worthy of the love that someone has
for you despite a history that may make you feel like you don’t deserve anything good.

“There' s hope in the world.
| just haveto findit.”

God West... My heart breaks for this man. There were times | just wanted to punch him in the nuts and run
away and | wanted Caro to do the same, but then there are the times that you see how his past has affected
his feelings of self-worth and all the things that he does make a sick kind of sense. He's this completely
different person when he’ s back in this place he grew up and it’ s so heartbreaking to see the difference.
Caro is an amazing character. Normally you guys know I’ m all about the boysin my books, but to be
perfectly honest | have atotal crush on her. She's so strong and determined and she' s absolutely a bigger
person than | could ever be. | love the continuation of her story from Deeper and how she deals with the
revenge porn lawsuit and ultimately the resolution she decides on... but in addition to that, you see her
growth as a character from the start of book 1 and just how mature she's had to become and ugh... thereis
this one scene that completely blew me away and when you read this book you' Il know which one I’'m
talking about. I’ s just areflection of her love for West and her maturity and it was perfection.

“1 can't ruin her. That’s what she means. | can fuck up, but | can’t ruin her.”

Raobin York is an amazing story-teller, she getsinside her characters and shares every single nuance with us
readers. You can't possibly walk away from any of her books feeling like you didn’t know these people she's
sharing with us. She is one of the few authors who | have come to count on to blow me away with deep,
meaningful, layered stories. (If you didn’t know her adult pen name is Ruthie Knox & you must read her
entire backlist) Deeper and Harder fall into the NA category, a category that I’ ve become hesitant to pick up
as of late, but once again, Knox reminds me why she' s on my al-time favoriteslist.

| picked up this book and didn’t put it down until | turned the last page. If you' re looking for a story that has
amazing characters and a deeply emotional and layered story you must pick up this series. If you haven't
read Deeper yet, please do so ASAP. Harder isout in July and | can’'t wait to put a copy on my bookshelf
right next to book 1.



| have to add that | kind of hope we'll get some more in the form of Krishna and Bridget... * crosses fingers*

Thank you to Random House/Bantam for the advance copy in exchange for my honest thoughts.

Geri Reads says

5Caro0& West stardl

It's one of those 'difficult to read and even more difficult to rate’ books. My usual M.O. for books that have
this type plot device would be to DNF it so fast or get ragey about it. My friends know this about me and |
have stepped on my soapbox on more than one occasion. But once in awhile it works and it adds another
layer to the story. It doesn't make for an easy read but once the rage is over, you get that nice little HEA at
the end, it makes everything worth it.

" All the songs are love songs, and thisoneisours.”

Harder picks up 3 months after Deeper ended. West isin Silt and Carolineisin Putnam. For all intents and
purposes, they were over. Caroline and West was ho more. | think thisis an important thing to remember, at
least for me, in light of happens at 20% in the book.

When West's biological father died, Caroline decided to be there for West even though West doesn't want her
anywhere near Silt. When they saw each other, everything was different. West wasn't the same guy Caro fell
in love with. He was basically a stranger: bitter, angry and desperate.

Caroline did the best she could to be there for him but West was having none of it. And in what could be the
cruelest and most boneheaded move ever, West set out to destroy Caroline's hope for him the only way he
knows how: (view spoiler)

I'm not going to lie. Many who loved Deeper will probably hate this book because of what West did. | hated
what West did. Hated it. | cried when it happened. | raged at Robin Y ork for taking this story in this
direction. | couldn't fathom why Caroline didn't rage at him or kicked in the balls. It was tough. | didn't want
to continue but | did. And if I may be honest, it was touch and go for me until at about 59% or so when West
and Caroline started talking.

It was then that Robin Y ork painstakingly laid bare every motivation, both right and wrong, of each
character, West especially. While Deeper was focused on Caroline's fight against those who wronged her,
Harder was very much about West's fight for survival. In this book, the reader getsto see his homelife
(shitty), his mother (deplorable human being) and Frankie (hisonly joy) in Silt.

"I knew as soon as you came through the door, 1'd ruin it. There wasn't any way not to ruin it,
and it made me so fucking angry, so that's what you ended up seeing when you did come



outside. How angry | was at the world for making me and you impossible."

| still didn't like what he did but | understood his character more. | felt that Ms. Y ork did a good job of
showing me, the reader, how wrong West was in his thinking. She really did. At the same time, she used
what happened there as a catalyst for Caro and West's relationship to finally move along.

And when they finally did get their act together, it was absolutely beautiful to read. Add to that Ms. York's
majestic writing and it was just smooth-sailing from then on.

| love her. Caroline Piasecki.
I alwayswill.

Another thing which | loved about thisis how Caroline's story finally came full circle. Did she get her
vengeance on Nate? No. But what she got out of it was even better. | just loved how that part of the story was
resolved. | was alittle afraid this would get swept under the rug. And frankly, after what happened in the first
20%, | thought this book was going to be about West "winning Caroline back" and the "revenge porn"
element to the story would fall by the wayside. It didn't. In fact, it couldn't have gone better. | felt that
Caroline's decision was fitting and it really worked for me.

| aso loved that Frankie, West's sister, was a prominent figure in this story. It was heartbreaking to read
about her childhood and how West essentially raised her. Her presence in the book also gave added insight
into West's character. A big part of his motivation was Frankie and this book afforded the reader a glimpse
into their heartbreaking relationship. His whole family really and the place he came from added layersto his
character.

Intheend, | really did end up loving this book despite itsimperfect characters. Great writing has alot to do
with it, of course. But most of all, | loved these characters so much. | hated them and loved them at the same
time. | don't exactly know why. Maybe because they were written as honestly flawed people, which made
their struggles all the more relatable to me. | dunno. But | loved it.

Definitely one of the best I've read, so far, this year.

* An ARC was provided by the publisher via NetGalley in exchange for an honest review.

*Quotes used in this review are from the ARC and could differ from the published copy.




Michelle [Helen Geek] says

April 2017 -- Definitely 5 Stars. Third read. I've read some real stinkers, so really appreciate the books that
engage me and keep me engaged. Ruthie Knox at her very best. Wish | had more like this.

10/12/2015 -- Finished the second read for this one and even better the second time, | think. Very good and
just what | needed.

05/25/2014 --

Overall Rating =5 Stars

Book Cover / Book Blurb / Book Title=3/4/5=4 Stars
Writer’'sVoice=5 Stars

Character Development =4 Stars

Story Appreciation =5 Stars

Ending = 4 Stars

Worth the Chili = 2 Stars-- [$9.99 pre-order on Amazon]
Smexy [HEAT] Rating = Moder ate

352 pages

Robin York is Ruthie Knox. | found this out after | had written the review for "Deeper” where | praised this
author's "debut" book. | felt abit silly. Just had to tell you this ..

This book isn't perfect, but it is very definitely a5 Star read. | connected with this NA read as written by
Raobin York. Tremendously. | read TONS of NA and so much of it isthe same ole' stuff. Most of it lacks true
writing talent by the author. Most | rate poorly. Not here. This book is one of the very best I've read -- any
book, any genre'. Yes. It isthat good.

What did | really like?

1 -- GREAT characters. Most of thetime it's al about the Hero in abook for me. In thisone, | think |
appreciated our heroine more. Caroline was amazing. | loved her in Deeper and fell even further for her in
thisone. Thereisascene -- and if you read the book you'll know exactly which one I'm talking about -- she
displayed such emotional intelligence. More than | ever could have. Y ou've heard the term .. cut your nose
off to spite your face? Well, when I'm in high emotion, | tend to do this. Regrets abound. | like that she didn't
do this. She knew what she wanted. She also knew that it may never happen, but she wasn't going to hurry it
along. She was going to have her say and so she did. God. | was so engaged. Amazing writing. | didn't know
if 1 agreed with her, but knew | appreciated her need. GAH!!

West. How do you pull yourself out of aworld into another when you really don't know if thereis even
something else out there? Y ou only know this can't be all there is. There has to be something else. How do
you do that? How do you allow yourself that HOPE?

2 -- HOPE. Thisisthe story behind the story here. Hope. If we don't have hope, what do we have?
Sometimes hope is the simple things. Y ou take it one day at atime until you see that flicker of something
else. Just aflicker. What courage it takesto get to this place. What work. HARD work and to be only 19,
then 20 and then 21. To haveto figureit all out yourself and to NEED to do thisfor your little sister. Your
heart. Thisis West. Heis amazing. Caroline and West are really perfect for each other. Their love flies of f
the pages and into your heart.



3 -- The story. Thisincredible story. | don't even know what to say about it. | just connected. Thisiswhy |
keep trying NA. There is such joy in watching new young adults figure it out. Learning some of life's
tougher lessons. Figuring out what they want and then watching them work hard to get it. When it is done
right .. an AMAZING read. Thisoneis DONE RIGHT!

4 -- Secondary characters. | enjoyed them all. One honorable mention is out to Joan. She was doing all she
could to help keep things together for Frankie and West. It wasn't enough. She knew it, but it was all she
really could do. In the end, her note to West was perfection.

5 -- Thetitle really plays a part in the book -- just as the Deeper title did. | say to my kids.. "don't make
things harder than they haveto be." Also, "sometimes you have to know when to get out of your own way."
It was pretty interesting seeing some of my soul deep life philosophies play out in this story. It is so true. We
have to make sure we aren't throwing roadbl ocks up before we even get started on things that are important
to us. A true life lesson -- usually learned the hard way and lifeisreally hard enough without our help in
making it Harder.

Thereare one of two thingsthat weren't perfect.

1-- The pricewhen it isreleased in July will be about $10. | really hope you don't let that stop you. The
publisher should be ashamed of themselves for charging this. Y ou can guarantee that the author won't get
any more than if she had self pub'd this book.

2 -- There were afew clunky places where the book transitioned and lost me for me a minute. Just afew and
it didn't knock me off of any of my reading joy. But, it did happen, so I'm mentioning it.

3 -- Nothing elsereally.

| hear quite afew people say they don't read NA or they try not to. | completely understand. Thereisalot of
crap out there -- just look at my "lessthan 3 shelf." Saying this .. thisisarealy great book that just happens
to be about two college age people. You can classit NA if you'd like, but | classit asaredly great book /
series. This and Deeper are now in my favorite pileand | know I'll read it again. And again. They make me
think and make me feel good. These are people I'd really like to know. Talk to. Have a conversation with.
What greater praise?

Happy Reading!!

ARC provided by Random House Publishing Group - Bantam Dell via Netgalley in exchanged for an honest
review.

A note from this reviewer. Ruthie Knox is hit or missfor me. I've enjoyed a few of her stories, but not
every one. | don't think thiswill be the case for me and her alter-ego Robin York. Robin allows her
characters a depth of emotion | find lacking in Ruthie's books. She lets the story play out and doesn't try
to artificially trim it to meet some publishing requirement -- or it seems so to me. If you aren't a huge fan
of Ruthie, don't let this stop you from trying Robin's books.

Duchess Nicole says

2.25 Stars



I'm not sure what to say. | feel like this second book is so far away from where | wanted/expected it to go
that it's not even Caroline and West any more...it's some other couple. | fed like the author was trying to
teach me alesson here. Forgive, be passive, forgive, be adoormat, forgive forgive forgive.

I'm just not that forgiving. Certainly not in control of my emotions enough to just have a small, quiet
conversation before letting it go. | don't even care about vengeance. But alittle begging and groveling arein
order. | want proof of shame, guilt, SOMETHING more than what we got here. | want passion, | want
fireworks, and | want it in every aspect of aromance, not just between the sheets. | want it when they
fight, when they kiss, when they breathe.

| thought they found that kind of zest for each other in Deeper.
4440000 ¢ Thisismythoughtsat 50%e e eeeeee

I'm at the halfway point and decided to wait afew days before continuing. I'm hoping that the second half of
this book finds me happier than | am right now. | wanted to jot some thoughts down first. Deeper was one of
my favorite books so far this year, and I've been stalking Harder for months...literally every day waiting to
request a copy.

One of the things that really struck me about Caroline and West was how much they leaned on one another
and filled each other up. From the first moment they met, really, there was that magnetic pull. And when
they became friends over time, it was apparent that they found solace in one another. Both of them were such
GOOD people. Regardless of how book one ended, there was no doubt in my mind that they cared for each
other deeply.

However, after reading what occurs within these pages, I'm not so sure any more. What happened to the
strength that Caroline found before? Where are her big girl panties? Whereis her backbone? And West...yes,
he was somewhat abrasive at times...it's understandable. | don't have unrealistic expectations. However, there
are certain lines that you just don't cross when it comes to your loved ones. West isin some less than savory
circumstances, what with his deadbeat parents and vulnerable younger sister. Carolineisthere for himin all
ways, and not only does he not show appreciation for it, he actively disrespects her to such an extreme that
I'm not sure | can forgive him. And it's so deliberate, so calculated and coldhearted. And for what? To save
his pride?

So my character descriptions at this point:
CAROLINE: awhipped puppy dog with no pride or sense of self preservation. She pretends to be strong but
every single aspect of what made her stronger, she'signoring at this point.

WEST: At first attempting to be honorable; now, sinking to new lows, whiny, pity-partying incessantly and
so, SO disrespectful asto be ailmost scornful. Stubborn, stubborn, and self destructive.

I know that each of them are, in their own way, trying to do good things. However, just because you arein a
bad placein life does not give you the right to treat others with such contempt, nor does it excuse doormat
behavior.

I will finishin afew days, hopefully with a sunnier outlook on these two.

¢4 44400 ¢Thisismythoughtsonthelast half: ¢ ¢ ¢4 009



My thoughts haven't changed awhole lot. | appreciate what Y ork was trying to do here, but | just don't agree
with it. Lifeis hard. If you lash out at loved ones in such a harsh manner every time something terrible
happens, you lose the faith and trust that they have in you. If these two stay together, get married, have a
family...there will be times that are worse than this, | can guarantee it. And beginning your lifelong
commitment with such a breach of trust is ahard line for me.

What's really sad isthat had amere TWO PAGESBEEN LEFT OUT OF THIS STORY I'd have
probably five starred this. Well, okay, maybe four. What happens istoo intentional, too calculated to be as
personally devastating as possible. For someone to be able to look at the person they love and demolish
their self esteemn, confidence, and sense of self in that manner is not okay with me. And again, had the after
effects been handled differently, | could have rated this higher. But COME ON! (view spoiler) Don't get me
wrong. I'm all about forgiveness. It's absolutely necessary in any lasting relationship.

But that forgiveness has to we wanted, it has to be asked for, and in this case, it needed to be begged for.
This passive, instant, odd way of handling it was a major turn off.

Imagine for a moment if the gender roleswer e switched here...I can very nearly guarantee that
readerswould be singing a different tune.

| was already primed to be upset with the way the romance played out, so it was no surprise that the rest of it
left me feeling empty as well. With regards to Caroline's lawsuit against her ex that posted revenge porn pics,
| was unsatisfied with that as well. The pride and toughness that she began to display in Deeper just seemsto
have left her. The two men in her life have both done despicable things, and she seems to be of the mindset
that it would be very grown up and mature to just not put up afuss. The ending, especially, (view spoiler)
was the last eyeroll that | had left in me for this girl.

I'm not being sarcastic or condescending at all when | say that I'm very sad how this was handled. | realize
that some readers, and the author, will fedl like these characters...some of them...took the high road, and that
lessons were learned all around. | suppose a big kudos goes out to them, but I'm just not that compliant.
Raobin York (Ruthie Knox) is absolutely awonderful writer...she's evocative and intense and pulls mein.
However, sheisvery hit or miss for me when it comesto her characterization. | end up either loving or
hating her protagonists. I'm sad for Caroline and West because at this point, I'm just ambivalent where afew
months ago, | felt obsessed.

Copy provided by the publisher for review

Jess-i-ca ~Sometimes a Gif Witch~ says

4.5 Persistent Stars

Ok so originally after reading book one | was like

but now after hearing info about this book



but then my BBB J says| should till read it...IDK WHAT TO DOQ!!!!

So | decided to read it and see for myself....

There was that one part where | thought West should:

And Caro did get alittle stalkerish:

But overall my final thoughts were:

And just because | found this one and thought it was funny....Do | care whether or not you like my review?

Polly says

Thisreview (or lack there of) contains spoilers. If you don't want to know explicit details DO NOT SCROLL
DOWN!!!

I'm so pissed off and | didn't even read the book. Y ep that's right. Thanks God for ARC's and peopl e that will
let me know ahead of time so | don't waste money on garbage.

Deeper was one of my fav books I'veread in ayear. | read it even though knowing that was a epic
cliffhanger, which | usually hate. | messaged author let her know that | loved it and what | hoped what
happen in this book. Let's just say she took that and made this book the worst thing possible. I'm not oneto
love stupid angst.

I'm literally fucking disgusted at the fact that the author actually felt the need to have West go down on aold
married woman right in front of Caroline KNOWING she was watching.

But wait they will get their HEA. FUCK THAT!!! | wish Caroline would have beat his ass. That's what he



deserves. No redemption, ever.
So no | will not be shelling out my hard earned money for stupid, and actually disgusting drama.

Some people may like that sort of thing. | do not. Good luck with her ventures going forth. You just lost one
fan.

Mallory says

Thanksto the magic of ARCs | am now no longer reading this book... which is a shame because | LOVED
the first book and so badly wanted an HEA for West and Caroline.

| can't understand why the author would take the book in the direction it heads, or why certain things had to
happen. It's like taking the readers' hearts and stomping on them for the sake of drama. | don't have time for
that because there are too many other good books out there.

So das | will not be reading this.

And asfor West...

J *deep in the heart of Texas* says

45--Hard On the Heart--Stars!!

We first met West and Caroline in Deeper. | fell in love with their story. Their struggle. Their journey. It was
painful, it was cruel, it was filled with hurt...but also hope, and want and desire.

My heart broke at the end of Deeper. When Caroline and West were torn apart. West to return home to
protect Frankie from their asshole father. Caroline to remain in Putnam and fight for her freedom. Freedom
from the intrusion of having her naked self splashed across the internet.

It's been 2.5 months since West left for Silt, Oregon. | really struggled with the state of West and Caroline's

relationship at the beginning of Harder. We left them with hope, with promise, with love. And we returned to
them with hatred, anger, sadness, longing, regret.

A tragedy brings Caroline to West and to Silt. West doesn't want her there. But West saved Carolinein



Deeper and it's her turn to save West. Whether he knows that's what he wants and needs or not. And she
never gives up.

"All | can do is stay. Love him. Hope."

West is ashamed. He hates who he is, where he comes from. What his life represents. If Carolineis good....

"The world belongs to Caroline, but it doesn't belong to me."

West believes he represents the bad...

"I'mavillain. | deserve venom. A kick in theribs. Disgust."

West's actions towards Caroline made me rage. The choices he made, regardless of the intent were almost
unforgiveable. It broke my heart. Shattered me.

"I used sex to make you leave me. It was...that was something special between us. Sacred, even.
And | turned it in to a weapon. Turned it on you."

In away what happened was a catalyst. A turning point for West and Caroline. It was the only way for West
to push Caroline away. To make her leave. To make her give up. And her reaction was exactly what West
needed.

West is stuck. Stuck in Silt. Drowning in the responsibility of caring for Frankie....making aliving. He exists.
He doesn't live. The only way out for him isto leave Silt. To take Frankie. To finish college. To not let his
past win.

"It's not so bad to waste your life. It's not so hard. What's harder--what's fucking impossible--is
thinking that you've got a future and then losing it."

While there were times | didn't agree with Caroline's reactions to West, | understood them. She was easy to



forgive, easy to forget. Because her love for West meant more than the hurt he caused.

Poor West, heisjust so lost. Lost in hisduties to Frankie. Lost in hisdesire to not repeat his past. Lost in his
feelings for Caroline. Just lost. Trying to go from surviving to thriving.

West returns to Putnam. Determined to thrive. Determined to make a new life for himself and Frankie.
Determined to move on. Determined to forgive and forget.

And so they do, West and Caroline forgive. They let go. They givein to the pull. The connection that keeps
them from being apart. They allow themselves each other. To love. To be. To live.

"You feel good to me now."

"That'sall | want. To be good to you."
"Be good to me forever."

"I hopel get to."

"We decide. You and me."

West and Caroline's journey was hot an easy one. There were times | was angry, | was gutted, | was heart-
broken right along with them. Beat down and kicked. But in the end, West and Caroline came out stronger.
Better. They fell harder. They loved deeper.

Francesca says

DNF at 60%

To say I'm disappointed is a massive understatement. | really liked Deeper - loved Caroline and West - and
was interested in seeing where their story was headed. I'm not big on romance novels that are split into
multiple books. Invariably, the story drags out, unnecessary dramais added, and you're left wondering what
was the point of the second book. Even given my reservations, | was so enamored with West and Caroline
that | anxiously awaited book two.

About the only thing | liked about this book is the name, Harder. It fits the book perfectly. It was harder to
like Caroline and West, harder to give a shit about what they were going through, harder to actually get
through the book, harder to like anything about it.

The Caro and West in this book are not the same. West is a depressing, whiny asshole who pushes everyone
away, and yet his friends till want to be friends with him. He spent the first half of the book (and maybe
more) complaining about how much his life sucks, yet not doing anything to changeit. A few times he
mentioned wanting to drive himself off the road and | couldn't help but want to do it for him - just get the
misery over with.



Then there's Caroline - who | actually hated more than West. She was worse than a doormat. Letting West
treat her however he wanted. Constantly forgiving him because she 'loved' him. Claiming West was only
trying to push her away and ruin her. Sounds like the type of guy I'd want to be with.

If you loved Deeper, I'd suggest skipping this book. | wish | did.

Kassiah says

July?? 1 think I'll die before then! | neeeeeed itttt

Jacqueline's Reads says

4 Angsty Stars

Harder was a bit hard for meto read. I’m not a huge fan of angsty reads, but | did find myself glued to the
pages and wanting to pull my hair out.

West went back home to take care of hisfamily and Caroline is dealing with a heart break.

Wheat | do love about Harder was that Caroline and West weren’t separated! | really hate it when | read book
2 of series and the main characters aren’t together anyhow. | know Caroline and West aren’t together persay,
but afew months later, we pick up where the rocky relationship left off.

West' s father dies and Caroline travels to comfort and be with West.

West

| have alot of opinions of West. He' s the definition of damaged, tortured, messed-up Hero. He has to take
care of hismother, his sister and deal with his terrible dead father. He doesn’t think he’s good enough for
Caroline and he does EVERY THING he can to push her away.

Caroline

I would describe Caroline as alost puppy. If you ever loved a beaten down Heroine, then she's perfect for
you. Caroline does everything she can to be there for West. She stays where he wants her to, does what he
wants her to do and constantly texts him and even gives him ano string-attached sex. | know, | shake my
head too.

Overall

For the first half of the book, it’s very hard for me to like West. Asmuch as | love ajerk of a Hero, West
does some terrible things (and in my opinion) is unforgivable. | understand why he does what he does, but

does he have to be so mean to Caroline?

Caroline stays with Frankie and West stays with Bo. For days, West doesn’t see Caroline and Caroline just



wants to comfort and be there to West. Caroline wants West to |eave his hometown and go back to school.

West smokes, is mean and basically ignores Caroline. There are afew moments where they have
conversation, but it'sreally short and your heart breaks for Caroline.

What got mereally hooked isjust al the tension! Y ou want to punch West in the face and just scream at
Carolineto slap West silly. There' salot of dramaand you feel for both parties (as much as West bothered
me, | did feel for him).

It's not a perfect relationship, but it's avery intense story. If you want drama, angst and love the seriesto
begin with, then you will be happy with this one.

An ARC was provided in exchange for an honest review
Series Order

REVIEW | AMAZON

AMAZON

For more, http://jacquelinesreads.blogspot.com

Sara says

Great conclusion! | LOVED this!! L.O.V.EDit!

First let me say, thereis no cheating in this book. Caroline and West broke things off in book 1, remember??
Now, does West do something that will pissyou off? Y es. But, the way Caroline handled it made sense. The
more you learn about West, you will forgive him.So please don't let that deter you from reading this book.

Please.

Review to come..

Lana O0ODirty Girl Romancell0 says

5 Deeper and Harder Stars

You haveto let yourself want what you want as hard as you can, as deep asthat goes, even if
it scares the fuck out of you.

Wow. Just wow. As much as | loved Deeper, Harder managed to absolutely blow me away. It shattered my
heart into amillion pieces, and then slowly mended it back together, piece by piece, managing to bring a
captivating and emotional story afull circle. Robin Y ork's writing is both poignant and uplifting, and she has
easily moved to the very top of my favorite NA authors. | do not recommend reading this book without



having read Deeper first, it will simply not be the same. So let's move on to the review, shall we?

It's been some time since where Deeper ended, and athough it's not made clear what happened, it's obvious
that Caroline and West are not together anymore. Their relationship is stunted at best, tumultuous at worst.

Before we crashed and burned, though, | liked the person | was with West. He made me
vulnerable, but he helped me be stronger, too.

In Deeper we saw West take a broken Caroline, and help put her together. He was her rock, her shoulder, her
everything. But when Caroline put herself back together she was stronger, and this book paints that picture
perfectly.

| cannot tell you how refreshing it isto read about a heroine in a NA novel that is as emotionally strong as
Caro was. Because that's precisely what she was. Thiswas not a girl that flew off at the rails, she knew what
she wanted and she fought for it...even if she may never win.

Y esthere's an event that happens here that had me screaming and raging in anger and devastation. But as |
read more, | understood why it happened and the choices that were took place. | may not have liked it, but it
fit the story. It fit THEIR story.

Caro's reaction to this was something that really made me think. She did not react in atypical way that you
would expect. She showed an immense amount of emational maturity and intelligence, which was truthfully
afirst for me. | think | loved her character al the more for it. It was obvious that she knew West suspected a
certain reaction from her, but she knew why he did what he did, and she knew what he needed.

| could tell you how much I'm hurting, or | could get out of the car, slam the door,
hitchhiketo theairport because fuck you, fuck you, West, how could you do thisto me?
How?

What | can't doispretend | don't know what you did," | say. " Or pretend | don't still
car e about you.

If in the first book West was Caro's rock, then in this one it came afull circle. The depth of Caroline's love
for West was evident in every word and action.

Asfor West? My beautifully broken, hurting, fucked up West. As much as | wanted to hate him for what he
did, | just couldn't. My heart hurt for him. The more | read, the more it hurt.

Hewas so lost in the first half of this book. His heartbreak is palpable. What he does to push Caro away is
terrible, don't get me wrong. But you can tell he felt he had no choice. And while he succeeds in one thing,
he fails in another, because Caroline refuses to give up on him. Caro was the strong one here, she needed to
be, to help West find his way out of the dark

She knowswho sheisdeep inside hersdlf. | can break her heart, but | can't break her
pride. | can't break her. She'snever going to let that happen.



| want her

All thetime, likeavirus, a disease | caught, except the other way around- likeaacurel
caught a year ago, and it'sinside me, winding through my veins, pumping through my
heart.

His hope and hopel essness is swallowing him whole. He wants, but he doesn't think he can have it. He
doesn't deserveit. But it doesn't stop his yearning.

Spark. Spark. Flame.

Thewholetime, | wastrying to convince myself that the flame didn't look like hope, didn't
fed likeit, but I've never been any good at that kind of deception.

That spark in the dark, that wavering flicker- Caroline. Hope.

For me, they were always the same thing.

Thefirst half of the book was an emotional roller coaster. The fedls, the pain, the heartbreak, it was
devastating. But there is alight at the end of the tunnel, and the second half was the light.

What | truly loved about the book was that Robin Y ork didn't throw in any more additional dramain the end.
There was no unnecessary angst, the angst that was there was intricately important to the plot, not excessive.
She manages to take the story afull circle while painting alove story that's emotional and touching.

If you loved Deeper, you will love Harder. There are events here that may take you out of your comfort zone
and make you question what you feel. It will capture you and draw you in. It will break your heart and then
put it back together. I'm in love with Robin's wring, story telling, and her words. | really hope she continues
this series with another couple...like perhaps Bridget and Krishna? (Hint, hint. Nudge nudge) LOL!

Highly recommended read. If you want a NA romance that's unlike any you've read before, thisis a must
read.

** ARC courtesy of publisher via Netgalley in exchange for an honest review**

For morereviewsvisit

Brandi says

45 Stars



It's been 3 months since Caroline and West said goodbye. Carolineis till in Putham and West isin Silt, and
they are no longer together. But when West calls Caroline and tells her his father has died, she jumpson a
plane. Sheis determined to be there for him, even though he doesn’t want her in Silt. When Caroline arrives
and is reunited with West, she does not find the boy she remembers. He is distant, angry, bitter, and harder.

He' s so much harder than he used to be. All thisarmor between him and the world. | want him to know
that | seeit there. | know what it is, and if he wantsto take it off with me, he can.

While Caroline is trying to support West, he is continuously pushing her away. And, oh boy, does he know
how to succeed. It was painful. | felt it through the pages. My heart broke — but it was so well written, the
hurt, the desperation, it added so much emotion to the story. | would not change a thing.

Thereisgoing to be LOTS of West hate. But you won’t find it with me. This boy is broken, all kinds of
screwed up. Lost in obligations, and self depreciation. He is drowning.

It sounds easy-telling yourself you deserve good things. Letting yourself want them. Letting yourself
claim them.
It sounds easy, but it’s not. For a guy like me, it’sright next door to impossible.

Caroline and West hit rock bottom — but it serves as aturning point. | felt for these characters — the good, the
bad — | understood their motivations, right or wrong — | understood. In Harder the reader sees West, his
struggle to survive, to let go of his past and grab a hold of his future. To learn how to not only survive, but to
thrive.

Go after deep and make it deeper. Accept that life is going to be hard-that everything worth havingis
worth fighting for- but don’t fucking make it harder than it hasto be. Don’t put yourself in between the
life you' ve got and the one you want.

When West realizes the changes he needs to make, he heads back to Putnam. Determined to find away for
him and Frankie to thrive. And when Caro and West come together, | rejoiced. | love these characters, and |
was proud of them fighting their battles, together and apart. Great story about life, love, forgiveness and the
lessons we learn along the way.

* ARC kindly provided by NetGalley in exchange for an honest review*

Yomi M. says

Rating Clarification: 4.5 stars

What away to end this series. | was so enamored with Caroline's and West's story and | couldn't be happier
with the way it ended. | have to admit that West did do something at the beginning of the story that | didn't
like but | don't think it took away from the story at all.




