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Alex has big plans for camp this year, starting with making it the best summer ever. Having fun and breaking
some rules will get her the payback she wants against her parents and her ex-boyfriend. Because of his
disgusting texts, she's headed to a super strict all-girls school in the fall.

Then she meets Javier and revenge doesn't seem nearly as important as getting to know the troubled loner
determined to keep alow profile at camp. But Alex's trouble-magnet personality and Javier's need to stay in
the background don't mix nearly as well astheir irresistible chemistry.

With her home life eroding under her feet and her last year of summer camp speeding to a close, Alex wants
to make her mark on the world and squeeze every bit of fun out of her time with Javier. Too bad her old
plans for revenge turn back on her just in time to ruin everything. Will she lose Javier too?
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From Reader Review Camp Payback for online ebook

MIpmom (Book Reviewer) says

Thisissuch anincredibly cute series. One that holds true to adolescents, the pains of growing up and trying
to find who you are, who you want to be and all the struggles and firsts that come along with it.

So far | have loved every single book and novellathat has been released and | am happy to say this second
addition to the seriesis no different. Gosh, | really loved Alex and Javier. Maybe even more so than | have
the other characters so far.

Their story was such a heartfelt one. | loved how rough and tough Javier was. The bad boy exterior with a
heart of gold. It seems| am a sucker for abad boy whether that isin YA novels or NA or even adult, | just
can't resist them.

| have said this before but it bares saying again, | just love the camp dynamic is this series. The camaraderie,
the friendship al of it. The authors make you want to go to camp, to be there and experienceit all yourself,
the good, the bad and even the ugly. | think that feeling iswhat really makes this series stand out and make it
so much fun to read.

All of the friends are different from one another, each bring a unique and complex dynamic into the bunch
and each stand out in their own way.

Alex has always been one that stood out for me since starting this series and | was eager to get her
“wholesome” view on things. | was eager for her story. Throw in anew hot troubled boy into the camp and
you have one fun story, maybe even my favorite yet.

I love how real these books fedl. They all have avery realistic insight into what it means to be a teen today.
The struggles with friends, family and even ourselves and | think that is yet another thing that makes this
series so great. Itisredl. Itisn't all carefree camp fun but instead very much so a coming of age story and all
the good and bad that comes with that. With growing up and finding our own, standing up for ourselves and
not letting what is*in” or “popular” rule our life but instead what is right and best for us.

Thiswas very well done and | really do look forward to continuing on with this series until all the girls
stories are told.

http://myguiltyobsession.blogspot.com...

nick says

Camp Payback was a light, adorable read perfect to read on awarm sunny day at the beach. | really enjoyed
Camp Boyfriend last year and was delighted to find out from the authors were continuing the series with
each book featuring a secondary character from the previous book.



Alex has had it rough throughout her childhood with her parents being famous for talking about how to raise
arebellious child on ablog. She's feelsisolated from her parents and doesn't feel asloved as she should have
been. Plus, she hasn't had much freedom either, so she's looking forward to returning to Camp Juniper Point.
| really liked Alex asamain character and | felt for her. | like how she didn't dwell over her parents behavior
but instead decided to find solutions to her problems herself. Alex was a girl who constantly made mistakes,
but she also learned from her mistakes, growing in the process. Javier, Alex's love interest, was also a sweet
and hard-working guy. | loved how much he was doing to support himself despite his mother being in jail.
The world definitely needs more boys like Javier who do not allow their childhood to define them. Camp
Payback also has a colorful cast of secondary characters, and while they aren't necessarily developed as
much as the main characters are, their presence did add to my enjoyment of the book.

One of my favorite parts of this seriesis the camp setting. I've never been to a camp when | was younger
(because I'm a danger in nature), so in away I'm living vicariously through the characters. | loved how the
authors went into detailing the different camp activities and the description of the life in camp got me pretty
pumped as well. The romance in Camp Payback had a bit of aforbidden love story vibe because Javier is
working at the camp while Alex is actually a camp member, but it was full of sweet and swoon-worthy
moments. Alex and Javier together were adorable and | loved how they progressed from friendship first and
they maintained their friendship throughout the story despite getting romantically involved. There were afew
topics, especially when it came to the parents, that | wished were more fleshed out, but that didn't prevent me
from enjoying the book.

All inal, Camp Payback was afun read for me and | can't wait to see what Joanne and Karen come up with
next in this cute little series.

Princess Bookie says

My Thoughts: | really enjoyed the first book in this series, and the novella before this one but | had a hard
time with Camp Payback.

We are introduced to Alex who livesin the fame of her parents. Her brother is pretty perfect and her mom
and dad are the parents who have the perfect family, or are supposed too. Alex doesn’'t believe she' s that bad
but the tabloids make her out to be the problem child.

Alex isback at summer camp and she vowsto stay out of trouble. But, her jerky ex boyfriend is at this
summer camp and she also meets a new boy named Javier. Javier has his own set of problems and istrying

to stay asfar away from trouble as possible.

Alex and Javier get knotted up together pretty fast and things aren't great. Alex really likes him but her ex
tends to make trouble and she' s awaysin the fallout.

| loved seeing Javier cook and I'm glad Alex realizes what isimportant. However, | just didn’t connect to
thisone as much as | hoped. | didn’t really connect to the characters very well.

| liked it enough but | hope | like the next one a hit better. | think Alex just seemed really young | guess.

| still love the summer camp angle.



Overal: It was just okay for me. | liked it enough to finish reading but | hope | will enjoy the next one as
much as | did thefirst.

Cover: Cute! Love how they are laying there and we see it from behind. Cuteness!

What I'd Give It: 3/5 Cupcakes

Taken From Princess Bookie
www.princessbookie.com

Sherry says

*Note: Thank you to Joanne & Karen Rock for providing a copy of the book in exchange for my honest
thoughts.*

Camp Payback, by J.K. Rock, was a cute read. | didn’t realize until | began reading that the story focused on
one of the characters from Camp Boyfriend, Alex Martineau. The story began with bang, giving the reader
an immediate understanding that Alex’s home life leaves a bit to be desired. Her parents run ablog called
“Wholesome Home,” have authored parenting books, and have high expectations of their children’s
behaviour. Not only is Alex incapable of fitting into her older brother’ s perfect shoes, her mistakes are a
constant subject on the website. Out from under their rules, she plans to make the most of summer camp to
get back at them since they’ ve already decided to send her to an all-girls aternative boarding school in the
fall.

The beginning of the story had the same juvenile feeling as the first book, but by the time | finished, the
characters had grown, their perspectives widened, and | was pleased with where they ended up. One of my
biggest complaints with book one was the chasteness, and Camp Payback had a much improved, more age
appropriate feel in the romance department. | loved the pay it forward Secret Camp Angel idea. It was a great
tool to bring together characters who might not interact otherwise. | also liked the ending. | wasn’t
necessarily in agreement with what happened to the characters, but I'm a big believer in consequences, and |
thought the authors struck a good bal ance between realism and dreaming big.

I wish | had connected better to Alex. She was so selfish for so much of the story that she came off as bratty.
| really didn’t connect with Javier that much better. The disconnect came from the back and forth nature of
their thoughts. Neither seemed able to commit to doing the right thing. Javier had alot more on the line than
Alex, and while his resistance to their relationship made sense, his withdrawal from his bunkmates combined
with hisinability to stay away from Alex didn’t. Their chemistry just didn’t feel that strong to me. | needed a
little more emotion, alittle more depth.

Alex’s bunkmates did a much better job with friendship in book two, though | didn’t really understand
Alex’simmediate and extreme dislike of Y asmine. It added drama to the book, but | would have rather seen
a strong friendship between them, one that brought support to Alex. Vijay was an asshole. | was content with
what happened to him in the end, and it was good to see people finally stand up to him, but his abuse went on
too long for my taste. None of the girlsreally stood out to me, so I’m curious which one might become the
focusin book three. For the boys, Julian and Rafe seemed liked good guys, so maybe one of them will be the
male lead next time around.



In terms of plot, there were some interesting ideas, but also some holes. (view spoiler) The movie set idea
was cool but removed the focus on the camp scenario. In fact, the camp was really a backdrop in this book.
Not alot of the plot was based around it. | missed the interactions between cabins.

If you liked Camp Boyfriend, | think you'll like Camp Payback even more.

Mary H says

3.5 stars. Review posted here.

| wasn't sure what to expect the first time | picked up Camp Boyfriend, and it |eft me feeling really good
when it turned out to be a great book. Then "Camp Christmas' blew my mind how much | loved it. So...at
this point, my expectations are pretty high with the books in this series. I've been waiting for Payback for
months, and while | still enjoyed this fun, campy tale about summer camp, | wasn't as wowed by it.

| think the biggest reason why Payback didn't resonate with me as much as Boyfriend is that | identify much
more with Lauren over Alex. There are just so many details, big and small, that had me understanding
Lauren's experiences, while with Alex, my first impression of her was...let's say not very positive because |
was a huge un-fan of her disloyalty to Lauren during Boyfriend. | know Lauren's story isresolved in
Boyfriend, and her absence is explained, but | still missed her. Getting to live Alex's life in Payback...well, |
definitely sympathize with her plight because, seriously, her parents are the worst, but | just couldn't
empathize with her. I'm also less happy about her revenge plan because she basically uses Javier to try to
make Vijay and her parents angry. | can't think of that idiom right now that | need to describe the situation,
but it's like, things are already bad in Alex's opinion so she might as well make them as bad as possible.

Even though | don't identify with Alex very closely, she does display some serious gumption as well as some
other amazing traitsthat | think are pretty wonderful. What characteristics | really DO respect Alex for are:
A) her passion. She getsreally excited about things, and she lets it take her over. When that happens, she
makes magic happen, like with the movie and the play. B) her self-respect/confidence. Lauren was seriously
lacking in confidence so it's nice to have a heroine who respects herself. Alex doesn't take crap from people,
even from her friends and her family. She knows who she is, and she honors that. C) her ability to change.
Part of the problem with being so confident is that it can morph into selfishness and self-centeredness, which
Alex does. | don't want to give it all away, but Alex gets some not-so-great presents from her camp secret
Santa. | agree with Alex that her Santawas being ajerk, but | also agree with the overall message her Santa
was giving her: that she needs to focus outside of herself sometimes. Alex has some pretty amazing mature
moments, and it's so great to read those. It was nice to see facets of Alex's personality that rounded her out
from the flat boy-crazy girl she'd been in Boyfriend, and witness her becoming even more dynamic as she
learned and grew.

Like with Alex, I'm not very connected to Javier as a character, but | do like him. He'sareally nice guy, but
he's not perfect, which is good because, hello, teenage boy. As cute asthey are, none of them are perfect.
Javier loves hismom. He's a hard worker. He's passionate about cooking nd GOOD at it. He stands up for
what's right and can admit when he's wrong. However, he's also impulsive and more than alittle proud. He's
defensive and way too guarded. Overal, | think Javier isagood guy for Alex because he's alot more
grounded than sheis, and he's pretty responsible. Together, they have a good balance.

Asfor the rest of our cast of characters, um, Vijay. He's nuts. | can't even figure out how | feel about hisrole



in the book because | am just flabbergasted. | just want to call CPS and get the kid some help because
apparently his parents (or at least his dad) are part of the problem, not the solution. Just...dang. | can't even.
Still, | can't help but be alittle bit satisfied that at one point (or maybe even a couple), he gets what's coming
to him because, srdly, sexually harrassing your ex-girlfriend because she didn't have sex with you is NOT
OKAY. So YAY for Joanne and Karen for hitting on this very important message, and for having OTHER
MALE CHARACTERS REINFORCE IT! Please read my "Camp Christmas" review for all my thoughts on
why Julian is awesome, but the fact that he's not okay with Vijay's utter douchey-ness just made me love him
even more.

| admit | am very excited to read Camp Forget-Me-Not because we'll be crossing cabin lines and entering the
Divas Den for real, not temporarily like in Boyfriend. | am excited about this because | think Kaylaisreally
cool, but aso, I'm kind of over the Munchie Manor girls. They really disappointed mein Boyfriend, but |
willingly gave them another chance when they seemed to realize the error of their ways. However, after
Camp Payback, I'm starting to realize they're just not very good friends. They spent much of Boyfriend being
upset with Lauren and her superficial changes like her hair and braces and contacts and her new interest in
dancing and her new boyfriend, al of which aren't really their business, nor should they be that important.
Now in Payback, they spend the whole time throwing Alex under the bus, like not saving her bunk and not
wanting to help in her play because they want to help Trinity flirt with Seth or some such nonsense (aside: |
reallyreallyreallyreallyreally hope Seth's novellais not about him hooking up with Trinity. I'm sorry. | know
it's been written, but | just keep hoping it won't happen. It's probably going to happen. Blarg). HELLO CAN
YOU BEA LITTLELESSJUDGMENTAL OF YOUR FRIENDS AND MORE SUPPORTIVE KPLZTHX.
Just... UGH. Thereis nothing | dispise more in this world than disloyalty when it comes to friends. And the
way they defer to the new girl, asif she's their leader. Um, how about no.

Thank goodness for the magic from the play, which | thought was just the right amount of silly for this book,
which would have been atouch too serious without it. | think the play gave Alex the biggest opportunity to
mature and experience something new, while simultaneously providing a catalyst to repair some of the
friendship damage and emotional fallout that resulted from the more dramatic parts of the book. Much like
the Earth Dance from Boyfriend, the play served as an opportunity for everyone to step over theinvisible
lines they created and maintaint by being so loyal to their cabin identities. Thisis definitely one part of the
book I'd love to talk about in depth, but it's also one that | think is best left withessed firsthand by reading.

I don't want you guys walking away from this review not wanting to read this book or, God forbid, not
wanting to read the series because | really do enjoy it. There are so many lines and scenes that had me rolling
on the floor because Joanne and Karen always inject shots of comic gold into their writing. Also, Alex and
Javier's interactions are pretty wonderful. While Lauren grew up knowing Seth and had been with Matt for
eight-ish months, we see the entirety of Alex and Javier's relationship, soup to nuts, breakfast burritos to
Javier's delicious sounding chocolate-cinnamon pastries. Speaking of food, this book made me continually
hungry, which is bound to happen when one character loves to cook. Hazard of the trade, | suppose. But back
to Alex and Javier's relationship, | loved watching it progress and regress and progress again. While their
individual circumstances are somewhat unusual and certainly extenuating, they're normal teens, and they act
likeit. They aren't perfect, and that makes their relationship entertaining to watch as well asfairly realistic in
that regard. It'sfun, it'sflirty, it's occasionally downright sexy. There's laughter and tears and a dash or two
of heartache, and what the Rock women actually cooked up was afun summer read. | really do love this
series, and | hope you will also give it a chance.




Veronica of V's Reads says

4.5 starsfor this fun contemporary innocent Y A romance.

Alex Marcineau is a problem child--at least that's what her parents' blog Wholesome Home would have
everyone believe. From her earliest steps, Alex has faced the scrutiny of not just her parents, but all adults,
even teachers who hoped to gain some dlight fame by reporting each and every misstep Alex made. Entire
books have been written by her parents on how to cope with 'difficult’ kids. So, yeah, she's not really
interested in maintaining a ‘wholesome' image. Especially not when her parents are being considered for a
TV show based on their blog. Just more of the same torture--on TV, for a change.

Alex is determined to cut loose at camp, but her ex-boyfriend Vijay is being an uber-jerk. He sends her lewd
texts which incense her overprotective dad--bring on the private school plans! In an effort to start her camp
off right--by antagonizing Vijay--Alex walks up to anew camper and lays ajuicy kissright on him. Only,
Javier isn't a camper. He's staff, hired as kitchen help to avoid going to a group home for difficult foster kids.
And, he's now in trouble for having 'relations with a camper.

Oy vay! Alex, you really know how to pick 'em!

Javier isfurious that his big chance to work is nearly snatched away before he even started. He promisesto
avoid Alex and her drama, but her punishment isto help on kitchen duty, putting these misfits together three
times aday for seven days. Though Javier ignores the rants of the tiny hellion, he doesn't stop listening to
her. And, he grudgingly accepts her apologies.

Add to this mix the larger scheme of kids away at camp and jealousies raging. Vijay ends up in trouble--of
his own making, but it embroils Alex and Javier, too. Alex, for her part, wants to win Javier over. She's
totally smitten with Javier and wishes he wasn't at such risk to leave camp--plus, she really wantsto help him
and his mom when she gets paroled at the end of the summer. She even speaks to her mom about it--as Mrs.
Marcineau has afew charities she supports that aid single mothers, and find jobs for ex-cons.

In addition, Alex has been bitten by the acting bug and is an extrain afew scenes for amovie being filmed
not far from camp. Her exuberance and performing ability are noticed by the assistant director who
recommends a performing arts school--as opposed to the boarding school Alex's parents have all picked out.
While trying to figure out how to re-wire their futures, Alex and Javier can't help falling a bit deeper for each
other. What would be an ordinary teen moment gets captured on film and uploaded to the Wholesome Home
blog, however, putting Javier'stime at camp in serious jeopardy.

Thisbook is really agood, fun, innocent read. The pace is perfect, with alternating POV of Alex and Javier
telling the story. Their brief romance is natural and energizing--they both know they should stay away, but
the attraction is fierce. Not an insta-love connection, they learn about each other and really connect on a
deeper level--both Alex and Javier have felt unworthy of love along time, for different reasons. | really
appreciated the way Alex's mother was written--she's a confident woman willing to own up to her parenting
mistakes and make amends. It's a good example for Alex, who has many amends of her own to attend. |
loved the end. Really. It's how | hoped it would all turn out and | was NOT disappointed in the least. | liked
this one better than CAMP BOY FRIEND, mainly because the story was so centered and there were far less
cligue-palitics, for reasons that were explained in the first book.




Gaby says

| was definitely excited to read this one, the blurb sounded like it was a very sweet story and it definitely
was!! But | think it was more than alight and fun reading.

The first book was great, it was different from what | thought it would be and certainly different from other
Y A books, and Karen and Joanne' s writing was really well done, it’ s light but also engaging to the reader.

In Camp Payback it’ s turn to know Alex’s story, we got to know her on Camp Boyfriend (or Camp Kissif
you have read this short prequel), she'savery lively girl, with lots of energy and wanting to stand out, to be
noticed by people. The reason behind thisis her life at home, her parents are really famous for their
“knowledge” on how to raise wholesome children, but Alex is not perfect in their eyes, she’ s the problematic
kid and as such has become a source of materia for her parents to discuss and write on their blog.

Asif that wasn’t enough her camp boyfriend has been acting crazy and caused her even more troubles with
her parents, at the point that they’ re deciding on sending her to a girls boarding school as soon as summer
camp isover. Thisiswhy Alex has come to adecision, she'll make the most of this summer, she'll get back
at her ex-boyfriend and have the best time possible, but as soon she arrives at Camp Juniper point those
priorities may change, especially after meeting Javier.

So yeah, in Camp Payback we have a double POV, and our male leading character is called Javier.

Oh Javier, what can | say? | loved him from the very start! He' s really great, he appears broody and aloof to
Alex, and he actually is but there’ s areason for that. Hislife hasn’t been easy either and having now a much
needed job at camp, he can’t afford to mess it up by getting involved with Alex, whom from what he' s heard
has well known parents who could seriously jeopardize his future. But he's also intrigued by this girl, who
seems like no one he's met before and the feeling seems to be entirely mutual, the more time they spend
together, the more they see how much they have in common, how easy it is for them to get along and how
quickly those feelings grow.

| personally enjoy dual POV’salot and | think this one was greatly done; Alex and Javier’ s voices were very
different but equally enjoyable and likeable.

Isimpossible not to feel bad for Alex dealing with so many troubles with her parents, how damaged their
relationship is and also how things aren’'t easy for her at camp either with her friends who don’t seem to back
her up as much as she would have expected, she feels rejected and ignored which hurtsreally bad, | did get
frustrated with the girls because they are suppose to be her friends and really be there for her, but | think not
al friendships are perfect and maybe Alex being so caught up in her issues didn't help. Also the problem
with her ex-boyfriend is pretty tough, you might know him from the previous books, | won't say hisnamein
case | spoil you. | wanted to hate him for the things he did and said but | could still remember what a nice
guy hewas so | felt there had to be areason for it, | won't say what that reason is but it was very sad, | kind
of wish he could have his own story because I’ d very much like to see him overcome his demons and be

happy too.

| loved how the relationship between Alex and Javier develops, it was such ajoy to read, it'savery sweet
and endearing romance, and | also really liked how through everything that happens they see past their
barriers and start growing up. It's great to see how the other campers till remain as how we knew them, each
one completdy different from the other and I’ m super excited to read the next book!! It' Il be focused on
another characters but | can already tell it’s going to be great!! And as for some certain guy | love and that



we get to see briefly here, | have some thoughts about if anything will happen with certain girl, | really can’t
help but keep wondering... Karen, Joanne you' re killing me with the suspense, lol!!

Anyway, | just want to finish saying Camp Payback retains that same aura the previous book and novella
had, it's alight and fun reading, the pacing is great, not a dull moment for me, but there’s so much moreto it,
it's not just a summer reading, you can really see amessage in this book and that makes it even more great!
Congrats on your work Karen and Joanne.

Katarina says

Totally different from the first book.

| was expecting more from Lauren, but this shifts gears to Alex. With this shift in main character we get a
whole new view and awhole different story.

It'sjust as engaging as the first book and readers will not be disappointed.

Richa says

Originally posted at City of Books

| was really excited to get into Camp Payback after reading and loving Camp Christmas, the novellawhich
was released last December. And I'm glad to say | loved this one too! Camp Payback isafun and light read,
full of romance, humour and lots of camp drama.

All her life, Alex has been the 'problem child', the one her parents complain about on their risen-to-fame
blog, Wholesome Home. When Alex gets into trouble for the umpteenth time, her parents decide to send her
to an al-girls boarding school after afinal summer at Camp Juniper Point. So Alex decidesto make this
summer the best she can, beginning with getting revenge on the guy who got her into trouble in the first
place. But her plans are somewhat changed when she encounters Javier, a new guy helping out at camp. She
didn't expect to involve him in her plans this summer, but she can't help being intrigued by him. And he by
her, no matter how much trouble they'd be in if anyone found out.

I loved Alex in Camp Boyfriend, and even more in this one - She seemslike the girl at this camp | can most
relate to. | really empathized with her throughout, especially on account of her parents blogging about her
every mistake and making their blog famous because of her. What most people don't seeisthat Alex is
tough, smart, passionate, and she can be really sweet too. Luckily, she finds someone who sees all of that in
her, and more.

Who wouldn't adore Javier the minute we're introduced to him? He's gorgeous, kind of broody, and he's an
incredible cook. Y ou don't see too many teenage guys who can cook, and this guy is fantastic. Javier hasa
job at camp, and he'staking it seriously so that he can leave foster care and live with his mom when she's out
of prison. Javier doesn't want anything to jeopardize that, but then Alex pops into hislife without warning. It
was sweet seeing how drawn they are to each other and yet try to stay back. Alex and Javier have some
pretty amazing chemistry, and | could totally see the sparks flying when they were together. Y ou can't help
but root hard for these two.



But everything's not all fun and gamesin this. Alex's ex-boyfriend, Vijay, isn't backing down. He harasses
Alex and Javier throughout, and causes some magjor trouble. It was weird seeing him like this, because from
what | remember in Camp Boyfriend, he was an easy-going guy with a great sense of humour. We do find
out more about his sudden change, though. | won't say any more about that.

Thistime around, | quite enjoyed the camp drama. It's fun, and there's some bitchiness going around but of
course everything works out in the end so it's al good. | loved reading about the other girlsin Munchies
Manor, because each of them is unique in her own way, though al of them have hearts of gold.

Though this book is definitely on the shorter side, | really enjoyed reading it. Camp Payback is cute and
romantic, and | loved it way more than | did Camp Boyfriend. So of course I'm really looking forward to the

next one!

*Thank you to Spencer Hill Press for providing me with an eARC for review*

Melanie says

See morereviews at YA Midnight Reads

Turns out, the second book wasn't better than the first like | had hoped. Camp Payback is book 2 in the
Camp Boyfriend series however can easily be read out of order.

What | Liked:

If anything, | loved Alex’s background. Her family is widely known her parent’s blog, Wholesome Homes
which, in simple termsis a blog about how to raise wholesome children and have a wholesome life. Alex is
sick of being constantly judged and scrutinized, everyone knows that the bad sections (sections like How to
deal with disobedient teens) on Wholesome Homes is based off her. It did make me sympathise for Alex,
because she is famous for being someone claimed to be not so desirable. She's abook being judged by a
synopsis written by someone who has not read the full story. Asfor Alex as a character, | admired her. The
main reason why | chose to read Camp Payback after a not-so-enjoyable book 1 was because | did like Alex,
who was a secondary character in the previous instalment. She’' s messed up and feels like no one cares about
her opinion, which is true because everyone sees her under the influence of what her parents say on their
blog, and is evidently not the slightest bit wholesome.

What | Didn't Like:

| just don’t think the romances work well in this series. They are cute, but | feel like rooting them. If they
don’'t have their happily ever after at the end of the novel, | honestly could not care less. So basically, Alex’s
ex-boyfriend has changed over the year and when she sees him at summer camp again, he's like a complete
stranger. He' s rude and calls her crude names and is cold as ever. In her fury, Alex sees a new, smokin’ guy
and kisses him on impulse. Little does she know that he's actually a new worker at the camp and workers
and campers are not allowed to be more than friends. After that, there sinsta-attraction. And alot of

hypocrisy.

Another point that connects with the romance is how Alex and Javier (the love interest) both kept making
promises to themselves about staying away. Y et each time they make eye contact, they are all over each
other. Then they pull away, curse and the cycle goes on and on and on. Annoying, you say? Y ou are correct.



| forgot to mention in my first review (of Camp Boyfriend) but | found that there were too many characters. |
lost track of personalities and got them confused with others. There were at |east 10 supporting characters.
T'was bizarre and did not need that many.

I’m also not too happy about the ending. | am all for nice and sweet happy endings but this one felt too
perfect. Everything was tied up too nicely. A little twist or just something to make the read more original and
memorable would have been nice.

Summing up:
| am not sure about picking up book 3 (if there will be one). | guessit once again depends on who the main
character will be. If you want some fluff and drama, I’d say look somewhere else.

Thank you Spencer Hill Press for sending me this copy!~

UPDATE: Book 3 is Kaylas story. Sounds interesting, but I'm alittle wary about reading it since the first
two were disappointing. Won't hurt to try though?

VanyaD. says

Thereis definitely growth in these two ladies writing. Camp Payback has a greater quality of style and plot
development than Camp Boyfriend.

Full review will follow.

Brooke (The Cover Contessa) says

| want to thank Spencer Hill Press for providing me with a copy of this book to read and give an honest
review. | loved Camp Boyfriend, Camp Kiss, and Camp Christmas, so | wasreally excited to read this!
Receiving this book for free hasin no way influenced my opinion or review.

Blurb from Goodreads:

Alex has big plans for camp this year, starting with making it the best summer ever. Having fun and breaking
some rules will get her the payback she wants against her parents and her ex-boyfriend. Because of his
disgusting texts, she's headed to a super strict all-girls school in the fall. Then she meets Javier and revenge
doesn't seem nearly as important as getting to know the troubled loner determined to keep alow profile at
camp. But Alex's trouble-magnet personality and Javier's need to stay in the background don't mix nearly as
well astheir irresistible chemistry. With her home life eroding under her feet and her last year of summer
camp speeding to a close, Alex wants to make her mark on the world and squeeze every bit of fun out of her
time with Javier. Too bad her old plans for revenge turn back on her just in time to ruin everything. Will she
lose Javier too?

Aswith the first book, | love this cover. The covers of these books redlly portray the feeling of being away at
summer camp. They are sweet and light and pretty. The cover certainly got me in the mood for the read!



Alex islooking for revenge. Her perfect family always makes her the scapegoat for all the bad things ateen
can do. She'slooking to go to camp and have the best summer of her life no matter what. Sheisfull of
attitude and anger. | have to say that Alex actually annoyed me, alot. | wanted to reach through the page and
smack her in the head. | just couldn't wrap my mind around her needing revenge so bad. | mean, | got that
she was angry with her family, but she wanted to involve everyone else in her anger and it just got to me. |
could not come to like her. | just felt no connection. Even once she resolved her issues, | could not feel any
empathy for her at al.

Javier, on the other hand, was easier to like. He was a sweet and loyal guy, especialy to his mother. He came
across warm and completely honest, there was nothing he seemed to really be hiding (even though it took
him abit to tell Alex about his mom). | didn't find him as swoon worthy as the boys from the other books,
but I don't think it really mattered. What mattered was his personality and how he was determined to pull his
way out of abad situation. He did, however, give mixed signals, which bothered me. | understood it was to
show how torn he was between needing what he needed and staying true to his mother

We saw some old characters: Julian, Emily, Bam Bam, and afew others. It was nice to watch them be in the
background. It brought a familiarity to the story and that made me happy.

| haveto say that | had areally hard time getting into this book, which made me sad. It wasn't that the story
was terrible, because it's believable enough. | just had no empathy for Alex and that caused meto read it
much more slowly than | anticipated (especially since | flew through the other stories written by these
authors). The dual POV definitely helped to break things up. And | enjoyed Javier's parts much more than
Alex's. | looked forward to his chapters.

| felt like the pacing was off with this book. Some parts would go quickly, others would drag. Therewas a
lot of the same situation happening again and again. | know it was for the learning experience and to help the
characters, specifically Alex, to develop and understand why they needed to change, but | didn't see the need
for it.

My biggest issue this book was the unrealistic things that happened. First, Javier and Alex go off campus so
he can cook for amovie set. It'sjust not believable. | went to camp for many years and we would never have
been allowed off campus, unlessit was afield trip for my group or something of that sort. Same with Javier's
trip with Bam Bam. Camp is about the experience of being with a group. Honestly, there's not much
individuality happening because it's about your friends and what you do together. Y et Bam Bam is alowed
to take a camper camping alone for the weekend? It just made no sense to me.

The romance, which was amain part of the book, was ok. It was sweet at times, and other times annoying
because of how wishy washy Javier could be. Oh and the fact that Alex seemed like she was using him rather
than really falling for him. | would have liked to see a bit more depth to their relationship. But, | am a
hopeless romantic, so | was happy with how things ended. It was nicely rounded.

| loved Emily. | think she is one of my favorite charactersin this book. She makes so much of the campers
time. And | understood how the bunkmates were trying to help Alex realize her faults, but it just didn't feel
real. It felt forced.

| was excited to see that we got a glimpse of Seth in this book, albeit not as much as | would have liked. |
missed Lauren and Matt, though.

| really like how JK Rock writes. The words flow easily with nothing complicated and overly done. | like



that they keep it simple.

Overall this story was enjoyable for me. | do wish it had been more gripping after the first few chapters. |
think those who liked the other JK Rock books will really enjoy this book.

**DISCLAIMER*** | am a publicist for Spencer Hill Press but | am not involved with this book in any
way.

Kim says

Find thisreview and more at kimberlyfayereads.

Alex isagirl who has lived her entire life in the spotlight. Her parents run a blog titled Wholesome Home
and she's often featured on the blog as the problem child, complete with tips on how to keep your child from
being like her. After atext from her ex-camp boyfriend gets her in serious trouble with her conservative
family, her parents decide to send her to an all girls school. She has one summer left at camp and she plans to
make the most of it —and hopefully get alittle revenge on the guy who put her in this predicament in the first
place. If she finds another boy to have afun and flirty summer with, well, that's just a bonus.

Javier is aboy who has had atough life. His mom is close to being released from jail. He's been in and out of
trouble and his mom's old prison friend Helena has given him one last chance to stay out of afoster home
before his mom is released. If he can spend the summer at Camp Juniper Point, do the job he was hired to do,
and stay out of trouble, he'll be golden. Thefirst day he's at camp, Alex throws herself at him in afit of panic
over her ex Vijay and he can't get her or her kiss out of his mind, no matter how hard he tries, no matter how
much it's against the rules for him to have a relationship with a camper.

Asdifferent as Alex and Javier may appear on the outside, they're more alike than you would think. They've
both been pigeon-holed by others as a"problem child." Javier realizesif he gets involved with her and her
parents find out, he'll be portrayed as a miscreant on the blog and that definitely won't help his cause any.
Both feel more than alittle abandoned and not entirely in control of their lives and they bond easily because
of their feelings.

| loved Alex and Javier together. She brought him out of his shell and he helped center her. What they had
developed pretty quickly, but it still felt real. | loved their banter and it was apparent how much they liked
each other. Too apparent, probably, because others started taking notice too. They're playing with fire,
continuing their flirtation and despite resolving to stay away from each other, they just can't seem to follow
through. Their attraction to each other is strong and they're working towards something real. It's worth the
risk and surely they can keep it quiet until camp is over. Right?

There's a healthy amount of dramain this book, but it was never too much or too angsty. It's been awhile
since I've been ateen, but | think thiswas actually a pretty realistic portrayal of the things teens go through.
From friends (or frienemies, perhaps) with bad behavior to boys with awicked jealous streak and the
tendency to be alittle crude and douchey, to girlswho are real, supportive friends, you'll find it all here. And
if you're like me, you'll love every minute and want more when it'sall over.

Alex was alittle tough to deal with at times. She had areally strong personality and tended to be self-
centered and more than alittle immature at times. | can't truly say she was ever unlikable though. There was



something about her that | connected with. She went through a great transformation during this book. With a
little help from her Secret Camp Angel she matures and starts to listen to others and see how her actions
affect them. By the end of the book, | can honestly say that | loved her. Her character development was spot
on and much needed. And more than that, it felt believable. It wasn't like she had this one single "a hal"
moment and everything was perfect after. She truly worked hard to make herself over and be a better person.

Javier was absolutely adorable from the start. Despite his tough exterior, there was something vulnerable
about him. In every one of his chapters, | could see how confused he was about everything. He wanted so
badly to make this situation work, keep his head down and get through the summer and back with his mom,
but he also had strong feelings for Alex. He's such a sweet and caring guy underneath. His concern for his
mom and his future was endearing, as was the depth of hisfeelings for Alex and the honesty with which he
spoke about them.

| just love this series. The first book made me wish | had gone to summer camp — or that | wasn't too old to
go now — and this one just solidified that wish. In addition to al the fun and flirty romance, there was a great
message about friendship and an even better one about family. One of my favorite things about this book was
how Alex's relationship with her mother developed by the end. | wasn't expecting that.

Camp Payback was a great addition to the Camp Boyfriend series. It had awhole lot of humor and heart and
left me with abig, happy, contented smile on my face. | can't wait for more of this series. J.K. Rock have

something special on their hands here and I'm loving every minute.

| received a copy of this book from the author, via NetGalley, in exchange for an honest review.

Sarah says

(Source: | received adigital copy of this book for free on aread-to-review basis. Thanks to Spencer Hill
Press and Netgalley.)

17-year-old Alex is out for revenge after her ex-boyfriend sent her atext message that her parent’ s deemed
inappropriate, which got her enrolled at an all-girls boarding school.

Javier is akid whose mother isin prison, and he needs to be extragood if he' s to be allowed to live with her
when she' s released.

How much trouble can Alex and Javier get into though, when they know they’ re not alowed to be together?

Thiswas an okay story, but it did have issues.

Alex was an okay character, and | got why she was so annoyed by her parents and the way they treated her,
and it seemed pretty unfair the way they never listened to what she wanted.

Javier was also an okay character, although his chat up lines needed some serious work; telling a girl that she
reminds you of your mother (who to top it off isin prison) is not much of a compliment.

| haveto say that | am still miffed that the rest of this seriesis not about Lauren though. | really didn’t like
how her story ended, but it seems like that really was the end unfortunately.

The storyline in this was okay, but it was a bit cliché still. | wasn't impressed how one moment Javier was all
about his mother, and in the next completely forgot about her just to kissagirl, and | wasn’t impressed about
the way he'd kiss her, then push her away again —talk about mixed signals.



The romance was the main storyline | suppose, with the added storyline of Alex’s parent’s imminent TV
show. | didn’t really find the TV show stuff all that interesting though, as it just seemed alittle unlikely. For
me the story dragged in places as well. The kisses between Alex and Javier were aright, and probably the
best part of the book for me, but the rest of the story didn’t really keep me interested.

The ending was okay, but everything turned out just alittle too perfect for me. | also didn’t really get why
Alex would want to start ablog and follow in her parent’ s footsteps, when she had hated it so much al her
lifel

Overdl; an okay story, but not afavourite.

6.25 out of 10.

Kelly Hager says

I love everything about this story. | love the concept behind it---it's been alluded to in the earlier books, but
Alex's parents are super religious and have afamous blog about parenting. Her brother is perfect and Alex is
the problem child. (It seems like she's basically an average kid who gets into average amounts of trouble, but
when you're being compared with an angel who never causes problems, of course you're going to look like
Damien, right?)

So after an entire lifetime of being viewed as The Bad One, Alex is being sent to boarding school for
something that's not even her fault. So she decides that since thisis going to be her last summer of fun before
being exiled, she's determined that thisis going to be The Best Summer Ever, a summer so epic that it'll
deserve the proper noun status | just gaveit.

And then she meets Javier. Yes, heisinitially expected to be an instrument of revenge, but it quickly
develops into more than that. (But then the question becomes---with so much in between them, keeping them
apart, can they ever be together?)

It seems alot of the time that the problems between characters are easily overcome and just manufactured so
that the couple can have a great dea of tension before ultimately being able to be together. In this case, that's
not true. There are alot of reasons that Alex-and-Javier as a couple cannot work...except somehow, they DO
work. And watching them figure out how to be together anyway is an incredibly sweet and satisfying
experience.

Thisis my favorite of the series so far, but I'm very sad because the next book isthe last (AND THEN
WHAT DO | DO?)

Highly recommended.




