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Musician, novelist, poet, actor: Nick Cave (b. 1957) is a Renaissance man. His wide-ranging artistic
output—always uncompromising, hypnotic, and intense—is defined by an extraordinary gift for storytelling.
In Nick Cave: Mercy on Me, Reinhard Kleist employs a cast of characters drawn from Cave’' s music and
writing to tell the story of aformidable artist and influencer. Kleist paints an expressive and enthralling
portrait of Cave's childhood in Australia; his early years fronting The Birthday Party; the sublime highs of
his success with The Bad Seeds; and the crippling lows of his battle with heroin. Capturing everything from
Cave' sfrenzied performances in Berlin to the tender moments he spent with love and muse Anita Lane,
Kleist’s graphic biography, like Cave' s songs, is by turns electrifying, sentimental, morbid, and comic—but
always engrossing.
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From Reader Review Nick Cave: Mercy on Mefor online ebook

karen says

someday i will learn not to read biographies of peoplei admire. it's always kind of aletdown - you learn
about all the times they were ajerk, or about all the ways in which they were dull, or about all the waysin
which they were...byron. okay, that’s an exception, because it’s hard for byron to fall from grace when the
bar is set so low. if anything, the biosi’ ve read have made me realize he was |ess of a douche than his

legacy.

but i figured this one would be cooler, because it'sin graphic novel format, and it's a mixture of biography
and fantasy, in which nick cave interacts with characters from his own songs and novels, many of which are
(rightfully) displeased with what he’s put them through. i don’t know how much cave contributed to this
project (other than a backcover blurb), or how much kleist made up or drew from the nick cave mythos, but
the end result is kind of uneven.

it might be my own lack of interest in hagiography, which is just as bad to me as bios that tear down the
heroic gauze. judging solely on the artwork, it's great, and had it just been atale of nick cave being
confronted by euchrid eucrow or elisaday etc, i think i would have loved it - mostly because kleist imagines
euchrid to very closely resemble gollum, which is delightful.

if there's ever agraphic novel version of And the Ass Saw the Angel, i will for sure buy it

but there' sjust so muchathis

and this

all that teenage self-grandeur and “ our music will change the world” and "oi punk rock fuck commercial

rock and roll" and it's very...adolescent. which is fine and appropriate for depicting cave's rowdy reckless
younger years, or during his addiction-clouded woolgathering, but in this book, he never quite seems to grow
out of it. and that makes me squirm alittle.

becausei like nick cave - i like the boys next door, i like the birthday party, i like the bad seeds - he putson a
good show, hisvoiceisequally skilled in "howling anguish” as "come hither to look at my etchings;” i'm a
fan of hislyrics, his poems, and his novels; with And the Ass Saw the Angel being very closeto my heart.
his thematic blend of religion, violence, and poetry, appeals to the grit lit lover in me, and he’s probably the

artist that paved the way for my appreciation of that stuff during my formative years.



but world-changing? wholly original ? nah. that's a fantasy of adolescence. nothing istruly original, music
never changed the world, and there are musicians who scraped my soul closer than nick cave ever did, who
were classy enough to acknowledge their predecessors. this book gives a begrudging nod to johnny cash, but
cave and pals spend more time talking shit about commercial rock, which in this case means postpunk, a
musical period i happen to enjoy very much. nick cave does not get to talk shit about bauhaus, the psych furs,
or siouxsie. dude, seriously?

but that'sfine - alot of it is during cave's insufferable dostoyevsky-quoting youth, but the book kinds rushes
the end. anita (lane) is al over the book and then just vanishes, even though they collaborated after their

split,

pj harvey and kylie minogue get a single panel mention, and so much isjust glossed over. in a breathless
sentence, marriage and kids and stability are fact-dropped before moving on. some of cave's most interesting
work is being done during this time, and it's just barreled through and over. because boatman's call is too
mellow and mopey and piano-y? because there's no interest in al the excellent musicians who contributed to
murder ballads?i, for one, would love to have seen a cartoon shane macgowan. which may be redundant.

this book covers nothing of cave's post-1999 work, and alot of the book just feels like rotating hairstyles. it's
pretty, but there's not enough meat to it. whichis, i suppose, what you get when you pick up a biography
made of pictures, but i was hoping for alittle more oomph.

Diogenis Papadopoulos says

H {w?, 01 0T?X0l KAl Ol EUUOV?C TOU WWATO? TPOBad0?p0U OTITIKOTIIONVTAL ATT? TO TEVZKI TOU
Reinhard Kleist. H Tope?a aTt? Tn YEV?TELPO TOUL X?pa 0TO BEPOA VO, o1 Birthday Party, ol Bad Seeds, ol
EQ PATEC TOU, PA0 OPUOVIK? SEUVA OE V0 COUPEAAICTIK? TOE?DI. AV 00C 0P?00ULV TO K2AUIE Kal
AOTPEPETE TNV HOLOIK? TOV Cave, T?TE TP?TEL VA TO OTIOKT?0€ETE.

Y.[. ©@a ?2tav TAEOVACU?C VA avVa@?pw E TN MOUGCIK? UTTZKPOUCH UTIOPE? VA YVEL 1 AV2ANVWON TOU
Nick Cave: Mercy on Me.

Kaila says

4.25/5 stars

This has to be the most creatively outstanding book that I've read for awhile. Never have | imagined that a
life story could be twisted into something as grand, powerful and emotive as this book. Not only isthe
biograohy told in graphic novel format, but Nick Cave's music and characters are intertwined with hislife to
fully bring this story off the page. The illustrations perfectly match the mood of Nick Cave's music and
personaand help to bring the story to life. | think the graphic from really helped tell parts of the story ina
way that words just couldn't. The pain, passion and raw emotions portrayed throughout the illustrations just
blew me away. | was drawn into the world of the novel, be it be the world of his songs or that of his actual
life, more than | ever have in abiography or non-fiction (although thisisn't exactly a non-fiction novel). |



fed like thereis a sort of stigma around biographies that they're boring and droll, and | think this biography
completely smashes that perception.

As|'ve aready read a biography of this artist, | already understood and knew about type events that were
portrayed. | think this was very helpful asthey were not told in great detail or necessarily in order, but this
dlightly altered storytelling matched the progression of the novel. | just had such a great time reading this
grand, dramatised and greatly emotive biography. If you want aday by day retelling of Nick Cave's life and
discography, thisisn't the right book. But if you're looking for an insight into the wild, mysterious mind of
thisartist and the heart behind hismusic, thisis definitely it. | also think this book could be read by people
who aren't afan of Nick Cave'swork asit is equally a portrayal of wild, undalterated passion, obsession and
creativity. | still think that fans will get the most out of this book because the tone and overall feeling of it
really complements Nick's music.

Eva says

I love Nick Cave and was interested in reading a graphic biography. But somehow this was not much too my
taste. The storyline is chaotic and confusing. | can imagine that in order to draw a biography you have to
make difficult decisions on what part you are drawing. | think the artiest could have made a better choke
maybe. The style of drawingsis abit over the top for this book. It make it really dark. Somehow it befitted
the Johnny Cash biography better, also by Kleist.

Ti Emme Rock says

A beautiful and magical journey into Nick Cave's art. It showsthat creating isapainful processand | realy
liketheidea of an artist confronting with his own characters. | didn't giveit 5 stars because | think drawings
should have been more accurate.

M akis Dionis says

Ta ak?pvta ToU TIPAAOVTAL a1V K N O 7£000¢ TN A?TPpwong...
Can't remember anything at all,
driving my car down to Geneval!

Solistas says

2PoYo TOPTP?TO TOL APXNYO?, ATIPAZTNTO 1A 200L¢ B7A0LV VA dlATNP?00UV OTN UV2UN TOUC Vid
200 10 SLUVAT TIO TOA? TNV KOA?TEPN TOL CLUVOUA?0 oTNV ABVO Ta TeEAELTa?a 15-20 XpVid



Fabio Martins says

N&o tenho a minima possibilidade de saber como sera que este livro resulta para os ndo indefectiveis.
Quanto amim, resultou perfeitamente. Uma habil teia de ficcdo/biografia e mito, colocada numa perspectiva
muito apelativa. Capitul os que sdo independentes mas se entrecruzam,e com estrutura cronol 6gica que é,no
geral,a natural, mas que ndo hesita em saltar no tempo,sem respeito particular ao bosao de Higgs. Canta-se
tanto quanto se 1€,e isso,neste caso, € extraordinario.

N&o sendo umabiografiade Nick Cave (e eujali algumas) é aimersdo mais completa que javi no seu
universo emocional e criativo.

Lukesays

So let's get this out of the way first: | am aNick Cave fan. Not arabid one, no - | don't believe he excretes
perfect songs into the world, and almost every album he's associated with could do with having about a third
chopped off it - but I like him well enough. I've seen him play a couple of times, and have most of the
records. Hell, I've even read his books a couple of times. (Well, not the Bunny Munro one. )

But there's something important to know: | like him while disliking him. And thiskind of informs my take
on Reinhard Kleist's book, because though it's an interesting conceit and it's done pretty well, it buysinto the
sort of worshipful treatment of the guy that is part of what | dislike the most about how he's cultivated these

days.

I'm kind of fine with the idea of the man firming up hislegend for the future, even if it's something the
award-rejecting "my muse may spook!" guy of earlier years would've pissed on. | can get that band members
come and go and some may be treated shabbily or not. | just find it weird that he's gone from being part of a
thrilling, occasionally dangerous band to being some kind of goth poet laureate, placed beyond middle-aged
criticism, with his fans collaborators in firming up the myth of Aussie genius when it's more a case of
Faulkner plus Berlin plus drugs plus Jebus. (Let's face it, the crowds back home were the reason Cave et al
fucked off in thefirst place.)

(Actually, this piece by Anwen Crawford covers my concerns in a much more elegant way than | could
muster.)

ANYWAY . The point isthat | find that Cave is often considered beyond criticism, and | often wonder how
much of thisistied in with him being the soundtrack to the youth (or the cooler older siblings) for alot of
those that call the critical shots, or who want to be convinced that their investment in same was worthit. |
understand this, and I'm sure I'm guilty of it with bands. But Kleist'swork here, | think, fallsinto the trap of
uncritically lauding the bloke when it could've been a bit more nuanced.

The work is amixture of fact, fantasy and what happens when song characters leak into the world. Parts of
the story take place in the framework of songs - we see the prisoner from "The Mercy Seat', we experience a
drive to CERN, we hang out by ariver with a soon-to-be-dead Elisa Day, and we watch Jangling Jack fuck
up histrip to the big smoke, amongst others. These sections are effective to varying degrees, and | like the
idea that the man's creations are aware of him and desire some kind of reckoning, even though it's a bit too



on-the-nose close to being an take on 'We Call Upon the Author'.

The historical parts are interesting if you know the history of Cave's bands. | found it enjoyable to see Pew et
co drinking their way through half-fucked gigs, and was rather taken with the fact that both Mick Harvey and
BlixaBargeld's hair is spectacular whenever they're pictured in the work.

(Theillustration style in the book - lots of marker? - is amixed bag. When it's good, it isgreat, and Kleist is
great at salting scene-setting details through the frame, and uses alot of darkness to solid effect. But when
it'sbad, it seems pretty dire, especially when illustrating real people. I'm willing to forgive the shonky
illustration of fictional characters, as| suspect that's an editorial choice rather than afault in execution, but
still it often drew me out of what was going on.)

I just find the book presentsits story in avery positive way, even the fucked parts. Sure, the Cave presented
hereisabit of an arsehole: he fucks up bathrooms while off histits, he's ajunkie and a cheater and
uncompromising and truculent as fuck. But it's all sort of filtered through the lens of viewing the work as
being all-time great in total. Which, in some casesit is (fuck me, but 'Tupelo' is one for the ages, and to be
fair he and his band have written more than a couple of classics) but it's not the entire story.

I'm not sure how privy Cave was to the creation of the book: he's thanked init, and offers afairly good quote
for the back cover. | don't know if he collaborated on the book particularly much, but | imagineit'safairly
positive portrait overall, so he'd not be that unhappy.

I'm glad | read the book; | am. | just find that as | get older, Cave brings up more issues for me. | can't be as
uncritically worshipful as| was when | was younger (and yes, hadn't read any Faulkner). | know a bunch
about the guy, and Kleist's work provides some nice portraits of some of that - the move to Brazil, the
recording of Tender Prey, the trips to rehab and the frenetic typing - but | felt overall it was alittle too
worshipful of the subject. That's on me. But fervent fans will absolutely love it.

| didn't loveit, but | do appreciate the work, and | did enjoy my time with the book. It's worth alook if
you've been into the guy at some point, whether it was in the artist's big-hair or porno-mo phases.

Tijana says

Ovo je dosta zanimljivo ako volite Kejva, a posebno ako niste ljubitelji klasi?nih "biopika' koji prate zivotni
put od kolevke pa do groba: jer je dobrim delom u pitanju slobodno fantaziranje o razgovorimakoje Kejvovi
likovi vode s njim, upore?uju se, prebacuju mu i zakeraju §to im nije makar izmidlio bolja kolakad je ve?
morao daih ubije naovakav ili onakav na?in.

David Schaafsma says

Musician, novelist, poet, actor Nick Cave was born and raised in Australia, fronted the band The Birthday
Party and got famous with The Bad Seeds. He struggled with heroin but was all along inspired and supported
by hislover and muse AnitaLane. Kleist's graphic biography draws on alot of Cave' slyrics.

| was not particularly afan of Cave, but | am afan of Kleist, who captures the spirit of Cave and that wild



hard rock life in sort of punk musical pen and ink expressive drawing, wild and dark to match its subject.
Feels like some of the darker work of Nate Powell (Swallow Me Whole). | really like the work of Kleist, best
known for comics biographies such as Johnny Cash: | See Darkness; The Boxer (the story of concentration
camp boxer Harry Haft; An Olympic Dream: The Story of Samia Y usuf Omar, and others. If you love Cave
you might like this alot--it is at thiswriting the highest rated of Kleist's work here on Goodreads--or you
might like it less, as Goodreads friend Karen opined. The art and storytelling here are strong.

Thomas says

BaBuoAoyza: OO0

A KUK yia To ?pyo tou Nick Cave, TIov SUCTUX?C ATEVOVETAI LAVO O€ 200UC EVAL EEOIKEIWUAOL
€ TO ?pYyo TOL. TO TEPUEVA T1O0 TPOCB?01p0. MTP?BOo, TTAVTW 0Tov Reinhard Kleist Tiou yia ok 2un
MO QOp? AVETAL VO 2XEL KNVEL EEAIPETIK? QOVAEL?.

Bettie? says

Reinhard Kleist’ s graphic biography is full of visual delights, but the musician’swit — crucial foil to his own
myth-mongering — is | ess apparent

Nasia says

AEV XWAMA VA EKPE?0W TI?00 E Y2UIOE aUT? TO graphic novel. ZwaoTt?tepn wd? aTov B7pd0 ov2UaTI
Nick Cave dev uTope? va LTI?PEEL. OA?0WOTO GX 2010, KATATAANKTIK?¢ OUVB?0EL1C, TIOA? wpa 20
ETIAOY? KOP? KOL OT?2XWV TPAYOUdI A, AVATPIXIOOTIK?.

Thomas says

#readathonl7 - [11/26]
<NVa KUK




