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A new beginning . . .

When Stefan Salvatore's first love turned him into a vampire, his world—and his soul—were destroyed.

Now he and his brother, Damon, must flee their hometown, where they risk being discovered . . . and killed.
The brothers head to New Orleans, looking for safe haven. But the city is more dangerous than they ever
imagined, full of other vampires—and vampire hunters. Will Stefan's eternal life be forever damned?

Based on the popular CW TV show inspired by the bestselling novels, Stefan's Diaries reveals the truth about
what really happened between Stefan, Damon, and Katherine—and how the Vampire Diaries love triangle
began.
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From Reader Review Bloodlust for online ebook

Ramie says

| said in my review of Shadow Soulsthat it wastime for L.J. Smith to hand over The Vampire Diaries series
to someone else and work on an other series. | meant it in the best possible way, | like her books and want
those that have her name on them to be good and to continue to be published. It feels like she's going off
track and maybe her heart just isn't in this series anymore. Her other stuff is dying for some attention where
as people working on this series on tv are doing a good job with saving it in my eyes. Thisbook / linein the
seriesis agood example of that. With the newer "Return” line of the series (which sheiswriting) | feel like |
am reading because | have some sick devotion to the series, a"well | have to know what happens to the
characters| love" thing.. But this (which she isn't writing) well | sincerely can't get enough.

It'sadarker and grittier story than the books usually have been but very much in line with the television
show. They are newly made. Loving the fact that they'll be young and beautiful and powerful forever. Hating
it. Feeling betrayed. Wanting to kill kill kill. And not wanting to, preferring to die themselves. Oh wait, that's
just Damon.

Y es, we learn how they change. How they become who they are as we see them today (again | cannot say
this enough - this particular seriesis clearly meant for fans of the tv show but works for fans of the main
book seriestoo). The plot of this one is simple - the boys have been run out of town for being demons.
Damon wants to die, resenting what Stefan has made him, resents the loss of Katherine, is angry, depressed,
sulking, etc. Stefan, however, is enjoying his new life. They catch atrain to New Orleans but split up once
there as their different ideas of being avampire and all of the anger are no good. Of course, nothing ever just
endsjust like that. One of them ends up captured and in danger. The other must play the hero. Along the way
they must decide what it meansto be vampire. If they have any humanity left. If vampires and humans can
mix. If they're even still brothers and friends.

| cannot wait for the third one. The best thing L.J. Smith did was let someone write this line for her. | hope
she's off pushing for the newest Night World novel to get to us or even something new as she's brilliant when
she's doing her thing, same as whoever took this one over is. 5/5 stars

K-ci Hobbs says

These books were amazing. especially the origins.

Nicole says

Origins with Damon being furious with Stafan. Where Bloodlust takes off with the brothers leaving Mystic
Falls togheter. | suspected Damon would took off all by himself.

| like the beginning and the end. But in between the hole freak show part was not fun to read. | didn't
recognize Origin nor TVshow Stefan in that part.



Lexi was cool, but | think TVshow Lexi is a better character as Stefans friend.

The end made all the freakshow happening even.
Damon shows himself more and we finaly get to see good - vegetarian - not harming human Stefan.

Overa aquick read. Next up The Craving

Alex Bennett says

Because of how much I loved Origins, the first book in this series, | went out and got Bloodlust the day it
came out, and immediately started it. | finished it in one sitting, glad to be back in the world | havefalenin
love with in these books. It is agreat addition to this series, and | am anxious to see how it will all endin The
Craving, which is only afew months away.

Stefan goes through alot of character development in this book. He starts off as a monster, but because of
what happens during this story, he changes and grows. Stefan isin anew city, and isforced to face amyriad
of new challenges. Damon goes through his own tough times, but his character doesn’t grow much. And
don’t go thinking that you could go through awhole Vampire Diaries novel without any romance, oh no
thereis plenty in this book.

Even though L.J. Smithisn't the true writer of these books, nor is Kevin Williamson or Julie Plec, the
ghostwriter for this seriesis doing a tremendous job. | like to think of Stefan’s Diaries as a separate entity
from the show or the original novels by Smith, and | advise anyone interested in this series does so as well, if
you are looking to enjoy them fully.

Bloodlust has a very interesting storyline. Within New Orleans, readers get to experience the nightlife of the
city, acircus that may just be the end to the Salvatore brothers, and a house filled with vampires. Sufficeto
say, the story was quite unlike anything I’ ve read before.

Y ou don't have to have read any of the books or have watched the television show to enjoy these books. In
fact, | feel asthough readers who haven't yet experienced the world of The Vampire Diaries will enjoy these
books even more than those who already have expectations from what they have seen or read previously.

| am definitely afan of this series, and am counting down the days until the final book is released. | cannot
wait to see where the story will al tie up in The Craving. Even Bloodlust isn’t truly an L.J. Smith novel, |
will continue to read anything she ever writes, or anything that claims to be written by her.

Story: 4/5
Characters: 5/5
Originality: 4/5
Writing: 5/5
Ending: 5/5
Cover: 3/5




Jay says

The first book was aslow go as things rolled on which | guessis good because it gives the readers a chance
to truly understand what the characters are going through and how they resolve their problems. In this book,
there was alot more action which is understandabl e since the story progresses. There is nothing wrong with
it. It was definitely a page turner and all | have to say isthat | can't wait to start the third one!

Tatiana says

Bloodlust, volume two in Stefan’ s Diaries, explores the (mis)adventures of Stefan and Damon during their
early vampire existence in New Orleans (though in the show they don’t immediately |eave Mystic Falls after
the vampire eradication as they do here). At this point, their roles are reversed, with Stefan embracing the
traditional vampire lifestyle and Damon shunning his new nature, choosing capture and torture over self-
preservation. What has the TV D world come to!

We meet fan favorite Lexi, though I'm now confused. In the show, episode 2x15 The Dinner Party, we were
led to believe Stefan and Lexi first met at a Civil War campsite and he took her in, whereasin this novel,
Lexi’smotley crew of vampires find Stefan in abutcher’s shop and she takes himin. It's discrepancies like
this, and the timeline of living locations for the brothers, that decrease the validity of these novels astrue
prequels to the show.

However, the eventsin this book do lend more justifiable reasoning to the cantankerous relationship between
the Salvatore brothers on the show. It’'s one thing to have exposition dialogue and hazy flashbacks explain
that Damon and Stefan were not always the best of friends because of their doomed love triangle with
Kathering; it’'s quite another to see how the feud extended beyond the locus of unresolved issues with their
sire. Damon vowed to make his brother’slife aliving hell, and boy does he ever follow through. | especially
enjoyed when Damon and Stefan were pit against each other, Roman Gladiator-style, i.e. to the death. Now
that would make one amazing, and revealing, flashback!

By the end of this novel, their defining characteristics—Damon as the human-killing-blood-thirsty-
egomaniac and Stefan as the good vegetarian vampire/brother—take and hold shape. While | do not ook
forward to more puzzling revisionist history/back story, | do want to read the next and last novel in thisfirst
series of prequels. | quite enjoy them, more than L.J. Smith’s original TVD series.

P.S. | feel bad for whoever iswriting these prequels, because they get absolutely no credit, poor
dude/dudette.

Kimberley doruyter says

that ending will turn your gut every single time.




Kate says

Stefan and Damon are on the run after being found out as vampires in their hometown of Mystic Falls. They
hop atrain to where else but the vampire mecca of New Orleans. Stefan is feeding on humans left and right,
while Damon refuses, angry that Stefan has condemned him to an eternity without Katherine. Oncein New
Orleans, Damon takes off and Stefan falls in with another group of vampires led by Lexi (you might
remember her from season 1), who do not drink human blood.

Then Stefan finds that Damon has been captured by Gallagher, the head of a circus, and is going to be forced
to fight alion in an arena. He rushesin to free Damon, but Damon doesn't want to be freed. And Damon is
much changed...

Finally Stefan goes back to his role as the long-suffering "vegetarian vampire" and Damon becomes the
blood-thirsty one. The adventures in New Orleans are exciting although a bit far-fetched. | wasn't so sure
about the relationship between Stefan and Callie Gallagher, since it makesit look like Stefan fallsin love too
easily. But thiswas afun, fast read.

Khalia Hades says

***SPOILER ALERT!***

Stefan Salvatore, aweek old vampire, escapes from the people of Mystic Falls with his brother - Damon
Salvatore - and ends up in New Orleans. At first, he believed that they own the world, the people who
surrounds them is like a all-you-can-eat-buffet. Little did he know that he was doing the wrong thing. His
brother (Damon) decides to go a separate way from Stefan, with two goals in mind; to be strong and make
his brother's life aliving hell.

Stefan then meets Lexi, a century old vampire who takes him under her wing and tries to teach him how a
real vampire is suppose to behave. He learnsthat if you feed from people you'll go crazy with Power and get
yourself killed, and that eating from animalsis not that bad.

Damon then is captured by a horrible man who own afreak show, and wants him to die to sell his blood. But
our poor Damon is stronger than what he looks. That is when Stefan then decides to rescue his brother,
faling in love at the same time with Cellie, who is the bosses daughter.

After rescuing Damon, Stefan believes that he has done his brother a big favor, and that he should be
grateful. Well if being grateful iskilling the only human who you found out that loved you for who you were
and what you were, and then decides to kill you, then | must be kissing my enemies.

Stefan then leaves New Orleans to stay away from any human contact, and from his brother, living in a'cave
in Central Park, New Y ork.

| really enjoyed the book. It gives you alittle idea as to why Damon hates Stefan so much. If you are a
Vampire seeker, | recommend this book.



Susanna says

| always wonder how Damon turned out to be THE DAMON we seeinthe TV series. This hovel provides
the background to this mystery and reveals the beginning of the brotherly feud.

Damon and Stefan are always the polar opposite to each other. Stefan has a noble presence but a cal culated
persona. Damon, on the other hand, uses his playboy-ish facade to hide his charismatic qualities. Stefan was
fortunate to be taken in by Lexi and given the opportunity to learn about alternative diet while Damon was
captured and tortured by the Gallanger gang.

Although it is written from Stefan's perspective, Damon has clearly captured the spotlight. In comparison,
Stefan islike alost boy trying to find his way while Damon is a man fighting for his destiny. The death of
Katherine, the despicable submission to hisfirst human bloodlust, and the torture by the Gallanger circus
probably pushed Damon to the breaking point and transformed him into the Damon we love-to-hate and
hate-to-loveinthe TV series.

Bravo to Kevin Williamson (& Julie Plec) in developing the Stefan's Diaries series. | truly enjoy this novel.

Nikki says

I'm a huge sucker for back story, so | knew right away when | heard of this series I'd be owning the books
right away, and this one had me compelled right from the beginning

Thefirst installment basically told us everything we already knew from the TV shows ... Stefan Salvatore
had adark past. This second book gave me awhole new outlook on the Stefan and Damon characters.
Reading about a good Damon, the complete opposite of what the Salvatore brother's are know as now. It'sa
very interesting perspective on characters we already know and love.

Lunatalib says

Disappointing.

Reads like bad fanfiction by someone that has read descriptions of the characters but never actually watched
the whole show.

Introducing Lexi seemed like agood idea, until she's drinking only animal blood which isin complete
contradiction to her character on the show in which sheis specifically shown drinking from blood bags (i.e.
human) and she compliments Stefan on his restraint that she cannot match.

Damon's acting suicidal yet according to the tv series, he currently believes that Katherineis alive and
trapped in the tomb having bargained with Emily for her protection. | know he's pissed off at Stefan but why
would he risk death if he believes that Katherine's alive (undead)?

Then there's Stefan. Who fallsin love again...wait what about Katherine and Elena, or does he just fall for
every pretty girl that passes his way? According to this storyline Stefan has more reason to hate Damon than



Damon him, yet in the tv seriesit is Damon who is set on tormenting Stefan for all eternity while Stefan just
wants to get along.

Will probably try to read the third book but in the meantime |I'm sure there's better in-character storylinesin
fanfiction.

Jenny Hartley says

*Spoiler*

Not going to lie | got abit emotional at the ending of this book especially after the death of Calliebut I'm
intrigued to read on within this series and find out how Stefan’s journey as a vampire goes. ?7?

Jessica says

The Vampire Diaries. Stefan Diaries vol 2: Bloodlust by L.J. Smith, Kevin Williamson & Julie Plec

Plot: In Bloodlust Stefan chose' s to forget his human side and kill whoever he please and is trying to teach
Damon that vampires kills humans, that”s just the order of things. Damon isfilled with disgust and hatred for
his brothers' behavior and leaves him with apromise that if they ever meet again he will make Stefan pay for
all the lives he has taken.

But soon Stefan sees Damon locked up in acage in acircus and he has to save him no matter what. And in
order to do that he needs the help from a human, Callie. And slowly she awakes the human side in him and
he beginsto regret all the awful things he’s done. But Damon is not one to forget, he has made a promise and
he's sticking to it. And there the century old torment between the brothers begins.

Title: This book isafollow up seriesfor the TV show The Vampire Diaries, which is based on a series of
books with the same name from the 90°s. They wrote these new books so that the viewers of The Vampire
Diaries could get to know what happened in the very beginning when the main characters Stefan and Damon
became vampires.

Setting: Mystic Falls, Virginiain the beginning, but mostly in New Orleans, 1864.

Characters: The main character Stefan Salvatore and his brother Damon Salvatore. Stefan was an obedient
and loyal son when he was a human. He was very thoughtful and always did what he could to please others.
But then when he turned into vampire it wasn't just histeeth and instincts' that changed. A vampire can
chooseto live entirely as avampire, as a hunter with no guilt but vampires can also choose to keep their
human side but then they’ll have to live with the pain and guilt for taken so many lives. And | think that
Stefan got overwhelmed when he turned and he didn’'t even consider living any different way because he was
so caught up init. But after falling for a human girl he remembers how it was to be human, and slowly he
understands that what he’s done iswrong. And he tries to live only on animal blood. And he beginsto seea
future with this girl.

Damon Salvatore was a confederate soldier who stood up to his father and refused to fight alosing war. Heis
a charming, handsome ladies man who always goes his own way. And then he falls head over heelsin love
with the vampire Katherine. And unlike his brother Damons accepts and loves Katherine for what sheis.



And when his always good brother givesin to the edge of blood Damon can’t see himself live alife without
her, let alone al eternity. He is an honest down to earth guy who gets enough of his brothers' sick behavior.
It seems like Damon took all Stefan’skillings very personally, cause he was against taking innocent lives.
That is a part of why he left the army | think. And then | simply gets enough when Stefan comes to rescue
him. Sure he is about to change but that doesn’t change the past so Damon is determined to make Stefan pay.

Themes: The major theme | think is the bond between the two brothers. And love, but also guilty pleasures,
likekilling.

Perspective: In a historical perspective it seems correct. Everything from the clothes and to the songs that
they sing, like God save the south by Charles W. A. Ellerbrock. The language and their manners are also

very old-fashioned. They escort women home, bring them flowers and maybe steel akiss or to but never

more. Well if not Stefan takes a chunk off their necks.

Interesting scenes: Damon says this to Stefan before he leavesin page 46.

“I"d rather be weak than a monster. | want no part in your killing spree. And if our paths ever cross again, |
swear | will avenge all of your murders, brother.”

| think that thisis a very interesting scene because in later on in the present time Damon is the one who acts
like atrue vampire and Stefan only drinks animal blood and has turned good. And he has the nerve to call
Damon a monster, even though he knows well how it feels and that it is hisfault for pushing him to be who
he istoday.

Composition: Thisis the second book in the Stefan Diaries series so it picks up right where it left off in 1864
when Stefan last wrote in his diary. The two brothers Stefan and Damon Salvatore both fell for the same
vampire woman Katherine. But only Damons feelings for her were true while Stefan was compelled to do
whatever she wanted him to, like drink her blood. Damon on the other hand did it by free will.

When the town found out that they had befriended a vampire they all got killed, Stefan and Damon shot by
their own father. The next day they stood before a difficult choice, whether to drink human blood and
become vampires or die in a matter of hours. Stefan accidently tasted human blood and discovered his new
powers, like speed, strength, better eyesight and the power to compel humans. Of course he wants Damon do
turn as well so that they can concur the world together. But Damon doesn’t want to live without his great
love Katherine so Stefan forces him to drink. And then they have to flee from their hometown where they are
considered demons.

Thisisfrom the end of the book when Stefan writesin his diary after Damon has killed the girl Stefan was |
love with.

Page 225

“So | made avow to always keep moving, to never stay in one place too long or grow too close to anyone.
That isthe only way 1’1l do no harm. Because God help us all if | ever fal in love with another human...”
Thisisthelast sentencein the book. And it is such agreat ending for everyone who watched the TV series
because it is exactly what the seriesis about.

Own opinion: | absolutely loved this book! The story, the honest, revealing way it was written. | believe that
anyone who is hocked on the TV seriesis always hungry for more and this book stills the hunger. Or well, at
least for awhile. Y ou always want more and they keep bringing it. It is such a detailed book that answers
many of the questions you get from watching the show.

And | think it"sincredible that the author of the original Vampire Diaries books and the two writers and
producers on the TV show could write this series together. I1t"s a beautiful cooperation.

Jessica Svensson Rosberg

MP3



Buggy says

Opening Line:"It was October. The trees of the cemetery had turned a decayed brown, and a cold breeze had
whistled in, replacing the stifling heat of the Virginia summer."

For some reason | went into Volume 2 of this series thinking it was going to be told from Damon’s POV .
Yeah | know it states quite clearly in thetitle “ Stefan’s Diaries” but the photo of lan Somerhalder on the
cover threw me. Anyways, we are again in Stefan’s head, joining him directly after the end of Origins The
Salvatore brothers are attending their father’ s funeral in Mystic Falls and trying to come to terms with the
fact that they are now vampires. Catherine is gone (never to reappear in this book) and the Civil War rages
on.

I should mention that while thisis based on author L.J. Smith's original characters and historical flashbacks
fromthe TV seriesit’s not really connected to either and reads just fine as a stand alone. | would especially
recommend it to historical romance fans and the fact that it' s YA isn’t really an issue here either.

Stefan is embracing his new powers as a vampire although his additional strength, speed and ever present
hunger are going to take awhile to get used to. Damon on the other hand has all but given up, refusing to
feed and hating what Stefan has turned him into. Before long the brothers are discovered and chased out of
town, hopping atrain bound for New Orleans they're looking for safety and anew life. Stefan beginsto
experience bloodlust and manages to drain several passengers before they arrive while Damon continues to
hate everything about his new existence especially his brother.

The magjority of our story takes place in the New Orleans of 1864. The Salvatore brothers are at odds and
soon separate with Stefan going on akilling spree before being adopted by a“family” of Vampires. Under
Lexi’s guidance Stefan is quickly taught “how to be a better vampire” existing on animal blood and flexing
his powers of mind control.

Meanwhile Damon gets caught by a vampire hunter and sold to a circus, shackled with vervain he' s forced to
perform in fights to the death. Despiteit all abond still exists between them and Stefan soon devises aplan
to rescue his brother, he just didn’t expect to fal in love in the process.

The epilogue of thisinstalment is fantastic, setting things up perfectly for the future Salvatore brothers we've
come to know. Cheers




