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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

To the garden of wisdom that had grown up and flooded, and flooded, to the wise man whose tongue bled
with abundant wisdom, to him whose adages and sermons lighted up from his honourable mouth like pearly
drops. To the one who filled life with his wisdom, and hugged the minds, the minds of his companions, and
delivered them to the wider upper fields, | mean knowledge. To the one who enriched the Arabic language
with his eloguent speech. To the master of eloquent ones and the prince of the wise men. To the prince of

believers To him... | raise thislittle of what was collected from the pearls of his wisdom and the magnificent
of his sermons.
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Kayla Ford says

"The adageis a healing advice."

Thereis nothing wrong with this collection in all honesty, given it's source, | read the translated version but |
don't feel like much could be lost. Much of the wisdom is quite smplistic, dull and intensely repetative. How
many times do you need to be told that it's good to be generous, patient, to avoid greed, lust, and anger?"In
every good deed liesa reward." OK ok ok... | get it! Lots of self evident truths. Reading through it is just
trudging through athick wall of mud, you keep wondering when you'll feel the firmness of the earth again,
but it goes on for awhile. There is also some really awful sayings as well. "Obeying women is the ultimate
ignorance.” for one, "Who laughs a lot shall be put down." is another, "And if the bodies are made to be
dead, then the killing of someone by a sword for Allah is better."... and so on. Thereis also an entire chapter
devoted to why you should hate life. That isn't to say there aren't any beautiful thingsto be found here, there
certainly are. Some of my own favorites were:

"He who shyness bestowed upon himits veil, people would not see his flaws."

"The smart one is him who shortened his hopes.”

"Fighting the lusts of the self is an address of nobility."

"The one who avoids evil is like the doer of goodness."

"How good is being generous while in need."

"The fight against the lusts of the self is the dowry of paradise.”

"The best of generosity is to forgive with the ability (to harm).”

"Be good to the one who does badness to you and you shall own him."

"Your friend is he who prohibits you, and your enemy is he who seduces you."

" Ask about the neighbour before the house."

"Speak and you shall be known, for the person is hidden under his tongue.”

"To not answer the silly one, that is the best answer for him."



"Every container becomes narrower for what is put inside it, except of the container of science for it
becomes wider and wider."

"Saying "l do not know" is half of the wisdom."

"Greed is an eternal enslavement.”

"Nothing isa liar like the hope."

"Be satisfied and you shall berich."

"And do not delay doing the good for tomorrow, maybe tomorrow will come and you are missing.”

"How many a bite that brought death to the biter, like a seed of wheat that broke the neck of a little bird."

| think what really helps to sum up the Islamic ideology is thisline, "The bitterness of thislifeisthe
sweetness of the after-life, and the sweetness of thislifeis the bitterness of the after-life."

Either way, it's a short read worth peaking into if you're curious about the philosophy of Ali.
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Marwa Eletriby says
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Ainun Nazrin says

The last book of 2012. Hoyeh!
If | could, | would highlight all the mutiara katas in this book.

*should re-read this again sometime.*



Jonathan Widell says

Imam Ali, the fourth caliph after prophet Muhammed, is known as the most spiritual of the first followers of
Muhammed. Despite the poor English translation and repetition, this collection of Imam Ali's sayingsis pure
gold. Especialy the sayings at the end about life and death are gripping. It is also in those sections that the
errorsin tranglation are the least noticeable. The poetic adages after those two sections, on the other hand, are
rendered almost unintelligible because of the numerous English grammar mistakes, which have been riddling
the English text al along.

Thus, it isamixed bag but how powerful are such sayings as "life will end"! Simple. But poignant. The list
of memorable quotes would go on and on so | will not even begin to type them, except for this one: "Life
will end.” Remember that.

Mohamad K halil says

Good
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