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From Reader Review The X-Files: Trust No One for online ebook

Karl says
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Katee Scarlett Knittle says

I love the X-Files. I have watched it since I was born basically. I was three years old when the first movie
came out and my parents took me and my older brothers to the theater to see it. For the next 6 months, I
spent my days telling everyone who would listen the entire plot of the movie. My famous childhood phrase
around my grandparents was "And now we will talk about the X-Files." (I hear that story a lot.) I still sight
Agent Dana Scully as who I want to be when I grow up and I am almost 21 years old. As such, there was
basically no way that I wasn't go to buy this and at least enjoy it.

Like any collection of stories by different authors, some were great, some were okay, and some were pretty
bad. There were a few that didn't even read like an X-Files story, or Mulder and Scully were super
unbelievable or didn't act the way that they did in the show. However, the majority were pretty good. My
biggest gripe is the lack of editing that was put into this. Most of the stories needed at least 2 or 3 more edits
and a grammar check. Even so, I would definitely suggest this collection that anyone who loves the X-Files
and can't wait for its return.

I especially liked the last story "Statues" by Kevin J. Anderson who has written some of my favorite X-Files
novels. (Ruins and Ground Zero)



Jackie says

I initially saw this book recommended to me on Amazon and, hyped as I was about the new series coming
out soon, I bought it. I didn't recognize most of the names of the authors who contributed, but I was excited
anyway - I'm a big fan of the series, and it seemed like this would be a great way to revisit the hey-day of the
show and tide myself over until the revival started. I'd have to say that the book was really fun overall! It was
nice seeing references to parts of the series and the return of older characters, Arthur Dales especially.

The stories were like individual episodes, and for the most part I found it easy to imagine the scenes, the
voices of the characters. In that aspect they were very well-written. Some stand out stories to me were
"Dusk" by Paul Crilley, "It’s All in the Eyes" by Heather Graham, "Non Gratum Anus Rodentum" by Brian
Keene (solo Skinner!), "The House on Hickory Hill" by Max Allan Collins and "Statues" by Kevin J.
Anderson.

However, as others have commented, there were a lot of spelling, formatting and continuity errors that made
me cringe, and some of the stories were really off on characterization - one story features Mulder being
married which was so odd to read, because there's no context and he's certainly not married to Scully. (To
my recollection, she wasn't even in that story, or mentioned at all!) The book would've benefited from a
much deeper editing job; if it didn't have all of the errors I would've given this four stars. It was a fun read
and a big fan of the X-Files would find this worthy of picking up.

Michael Hicks says

My original THE X-FILES: TRUST NO ONE audiobook review and many others can be found at
Audiobook Reviewer.

I’ve been a fan of The X-Files since it premiered on FOX way back in 1993. I remember, quite fondly,
watching the premiere with my mother and then, later, with friends as a trio of us creeped-out teens went for
a walk around the neighborhood in the dark following the initial airing (and only airing on FOX) of the
episode “Home.” Wandering the quiet, moonlit streets had not felt like the best of ideas so soon after
meeting the Peacock family. The X-Files was one of the few shows I found myself religiously tracking on
then-young America Online message boards, and then, many years later, I found myself tweeting #XFiles3
along with many other fans, begging 20th Century Fox for a third movie to wrap things up and properly
celebrate the show’s twentieth anniversary. A third movie never happened, but the TV show did get a small
reboot on-air, with the promise of more to come. I found myself in a rare spot for a man schooled by The X-
Files and Agents Mulder and Scully, as we appeared to be recapturing the cultural zeitgeist that gave rise to
the series and suddenly had new material featuring the intrepid agents in the form of comic books from IDW,
a fresh batch of TV episodes, and, now, this first book in a series of anthologies – I found myself believing
and trusting that The X-Files was alive once again.

Trust No One, edited by Jonathan Maberry, presents fifteen short stories from various authors, each opening
up a new X-Files case that finds our intrepid FBI’s Most Unwanted chasing after, or being on the run from,
paranormal activity and black-suited government agents of ill repute, some of whom leave behind the strong
odor of cigarette smoke. Tim Lebbon starts the book off in strong fashion with “Catatonia,” about a group of
missing teens who have returned and are catatonic. My favorite, though, was Brian Keene’s “Non Gratum



Anus Rodentum,” a Skinner-centric story that involves were-rats and his history in Vietnam. Like most other
anthologies, Trust No One is a mixed bag. I didn’t love every story here, but there are a number of truly
worthwhile X-Files investigations that deserve exploration. Other standouts includes “Paranormal Quest” by
Ray Garton and “The House on Hickory Hill” by Max Allan Collins, a pair of haunted house stories with a
welcome twist in each. Kevin J. Anderson, who wrote a number of The X-Files books back in the day, is a
welcome and familiar voice to the anthology with his story “Statues.”

Tackling these stories are narrators Bronson Pinchot and Hillary Huber, whose duties are divided between
Mulder’s and Scully’s points-of-view. Pinchot carries the bulk of this book’s fifteen-plus hours run-time, but
the two narrators occasionally work together on a single story that shifts between Mulder and Scully, and
Huber narrates the handful of Scully-centric stories solo. Both Pinchot and Huber deliver a solid enough
narration, with Pinchot showing a dynamic range in character voices and regional accents. And while
Pinchot handles Mulder’s deadpan dialogue well enough, it does take some time getting used to new,
different actors inhabiting the roles that Gillian Anderson, David Duchovny, and supporting cast members
like Mitch Pillegi and William B. Davis, have made so iconic and familiar. On the production end of things, I
have no complaints. The sound quality is fine, and the audio is crisp and clean, making for an easy listen.

Trust No One may not completely capture the glory days of The X-Files, but it does provide a number of
intriguing avenues for investigation. The best stories here were a delightful reminder of why I fell in love
with this series and these characters way back when, and perfectly capture the tone of the series, balancing
the agents’ quirkiness and skepticism, and humor and horror. Those stories alone make this worth the price
of entry.

Mohammed Arabey says
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Jeff Heimbuch says

This review originally appeared on HorrorBuzz.

I love The X-Files. I was an impressionable youth when the first episode premiered, and despite scaring the
hell out of me, I fell in love with it. So much so that I never missed an episode throughout the years, and I
devoured every single piece of media that came out of it; comics, video games, books, and so on.



Of course, the show, and some of its spin-off media, had its issues, but I always overcame them. I loved the
storytelling and fell in love with the characters. It had just the right amount of weirdness, and it will forever
hold a place in my heart.

I was excited when they announced the revival, premiering early next year, because it was a chance to
reconnect with these characters again. Sure, we saw them recently in their last film, but back on TV? Count
me in!

It was shortly after that when I learned about this anthology book, The X-Files: Trust No One, being edited
by Jonathan Maberry. Taking a look at the names involved, it was like a who’s who of X-Files fans who just
so happened to be great writers or worked on the show in some way. Admittedly, there were also some
names I didn’t recognize, but who cared? 15 new stories set in one of my favorite universes? I’m in!

Overall, I have to say I am a huge fan of the book. For the most part. While some of the stories told within
are set within more recent years, the bulk of them take place within the early shows of the show, before all
the really crazy stuff happened. That said, the stories range from “oh-my-god, why weren’t these episodes”
to “that was pretty good” to “do you even X-Files, bro?” When a story hits, it hits hard. I’m not joking when
I say some of these rank up there with some of the best X-Files episodes I’ve seen. The mysteries were solid,
and the interplay between the characters felt like it was taken right off the screen.

Some stand outs, for me at least, were “Dusk” by Paul Crilley, who parodies the Twilight craze quite nicely,
but also adds an X-Files creepiness to it, “Non Gratum Anus Rodentum” by Brian Keene, which highlights
Skinner in a solo outing, “Loving the Alien” by Stefan Petrucha, which is told from Scully’s point of view,
and “Paranormal Quest” by Ray Garton, which turns a reality TV show on its head. And those are just a
handful of the ones I really liked.

That said, there were a few stories, perhaps two or three, that felt largely out of place in this anthology.
While reading them, I almost felt like the writer had never seen an episode of the show before, because the
characters were doing things so distinctly unlike themselves. It was almost as if the stories were written for
other characters, but Scully and Mulder were dropped in as to fit this book.

I also have to mention the editing, which seems to be a complaint amongst many fans who have read this
book. While Maberry is given top billing on the cover, there is another person who is credited as the actual
editor of the book itself. Unfortunately, the job he did was pretty lackluster. The book is filled with typos,
continuity errors, and just plain mess-ups. For example, in one story, supposedly set in 1994, Skinner breaks
out his cell phone to conduct a web search. That must have been one hell of a cell phone!

Another issue I had was with the time stamp motifs that are within each story. Whenever there is a break, a
time stamp is presented, much like episodes of the show. However, it just seems like they are thrown in,
regardless of the content of the story. One time stamp set the action in December at 4:41 AM, while the first
sentence, literally right after it, set it in November, right after school. These kind of things were distracting
and took me out of the story a bit. The book could have used a much deeper editing pass to correct all of
these errors, and would have been that much better for it.

Despite my complaining, I did quite enjoy the book. It did bring me back to some of the hey-days of the
show, and allowed me to see these old friends in new situations. If you’re a dedicated The X-Files fan, it is
definitely worth picking up. You’ll love seeing Mulder and Scully in action again, and is a great way to hold
you over until new episodes arrive.



Toni FGMAMTC says

This is a bunch of short stories written by different authors using characters from The X-Files. It's like a
bunch of episodes. Some kept my attention, and some lost me. The short stories' classifications are varied
including mystery, horror-ish, supernatural, sci-fi, etc. Overall, I didn't like more than I did. There are a
couple of good ones in there, but I forgot to mark which titles I liked best. I've seen a little of the show, but
I'm not an expert on it; so, I can't say how well it portrays the characters and subject matter.

Amy Sturgis says

This is a very, very mixed bag. I would give it two stars, but the stories that were good were really very
good.

Some stories (Kevin J. Anderson's "Statues" comes immediately to mind, but there are several in this
category) read like excellent lost episodes, and it's because of those that I'm glad I read this volume. Some
stories are mediocre, far less impressive than good fan fiction that's available for free online. And others
reflect only the most basic understanding of The X-Files and no respect at all for its details. These should
never have made it past the editor. (Mulder's ex-wife? Scully and Mulder calling each other Dana and Fox?
Conflicts with canonical episodes?) Very disappointing.

I listened to the audiobook, so I can't speak to the errors in grammar and copyediting that others have
mentioned. I can say, however, that if a reader cannot properly pronounce the name of a character who
appeared in the series for nine years (and, for that matter, other random words in English), then she shouldn't
be narrating the stories. (Again, where was an editor? How much of a rush job was this collection?) On the
other hand, Bronson Pinchot captures both Skinner and Mulder so effectively it's... well, spooky.

Scott Rhee says

Recently, a poll of TV watchers voted "The X-Files" to be the best TV show, ever. (Actually, it was a poll of
Hollywood insiders---writers, actors, directors---for The Hollywood Reporter, and "The X-Files" was ranked
#3 out of 100, "Friends" being #1. I hated "Friends". I'm pretty sure the vote was rigged. By the way, #2 was
"Breaking Bad".)

I'm no Hollywood insider, nor am I anyone of any importance, really, but I confidently declare that "The X-
Files" was, truly, the best TV show, ever. In the history of TV.

The show's creator, Chris Carter, tapped into something wonderful when it first aired in 1993. A weird but
brilliant blend of police procedural, intelligent science fiction, dark fantasy, satire, and conspiracy theory
nonsense, "The X-Files" was as difficult to categorize as it was impossible to ignore. Even if you weren't a
fan, there's no doubt that you knew at least 10 people who were, and unless you lived in a cave throughout
the entire 1990s, you more than likely knew who Agents Mulder and Scully were and could instantly
recognize that annoying yet catchy bit of eerie, minimalist theme song composed by Mark Snow.

It's been almost 13 years since the final episode aired. While Carter managed to launch two feature films
from "The X-Files", he was relatively silent for the past eight years. Until now. Early this year, the FOX



network and Carter announced that the show would return in January 2016 for a limited six-episode run.
Fans are rejoicing.

In the publishing world, IDW Publishing has recently released the first volume of an anthology of short
stories devoted to "The X-Files". The first volume, "Trust No One" is edited by Jonathon Maberry and
features an eclectic collection of authors.

Each short story in the anthology (there are 15 total) reads like an individual episode, so one can almost view
the anthology as an entire unaired season.

The stories are all over the place, time-wise. Some are set in the early-1990s, equivalent to the first couple
seasons. Only one of the stories is set in 2015, giving readers a taste of what the new season might be like.

Sadly, the stories are also all over the place in terms of quality. Only about three of four stories stand out as
excellent. The rest range from mediocre to just plain bad.

The best: "Statues" by Kevin J. Anderson, in which Mulder and Scully investigate several reports of missing
persons that lead them to an eccentric sculptor in the middle of Death Valley who has an uncanny penchant
for creating extremely life-like stone sculptures of people; "Back in El Paso My Life Will be Worthless" by
Keith R.A. DeCandido, in which a serial-killing shape-shifter in Texas has the local law enforcement
stumped, so Mulder and Scully are called in; "The House on Hickory Hill" by Max Allan Collins, about an
idyllic old home in Maine with a checkered past that may or may nor have a poltergeist problem;
"Oversight" by Aaron Rosenberg, in which Director Skinner (minus Mulder and Scully) must solve an X-
File by himself AND convince the FBI accountants to keep the X-Files division in the budget for the next
calendar year.

Of course, even the mediocre and bad ones are still readable, at least. And if the book only does one thing
well, it will get readers pumped for the season premiere.

One major complaint about the book: the editing is atrocious. The amount of typos, grammatical
errors, and printing errors are almost unforgivable. It might be acceptable if this had been an
advanced reader's copy, but I paid fucking $20 for this book, and for that price I expect the editors to
know the difference between "there" and "their". Also, in one of the stories, Stephen King's name is
dropped, but it's misspelled as "Steven"! SACRILEGE! Seriously, the sloppiness and carelessness
evident in the book tells me that they rushed this book to print. Hopefully, the editing for the next
volume will be much better.

Veronika Sebechlebská says

Návrat do ?ias, ke? Hank Moody ešte robil u federálov.

Chcete sa bá?? Chcete cíti? zimomriavky? Chcete veri?, že tam vonku nie?o je?
Tak si radšej pustite toto tu: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rbBX6...

Lebo Akta X nikomu never vo vás ten pocit nevyvolajú. Aj ke? tak zo tri zaujímavé momenty tam možno sú.
Každopádne v najbližšej dobe ur?ite nepôjdem do žiadneho kanála. Ani nikde, kde predávajú bábiky v
životnej ve?kosti. Ani do spustnutého meste?ka v Údolí smrti.



No dobre, tri noci som musela spa? so zapnutou lampi?kou. Ale to sa mi stáva aj po pre?ítaní sle?ny
Marplovej, takže to ni? nedokazuje.

Pár poviedok sa mi celkom pá?ilo, takých solídnych žánrových 3,5/5, na druhej strane, štylistika a úrove?
niektorých textov bola na úrovni slohovej práce maturanta, s vetami tak jednoduchými, že po ich pre?ítaní
mi pravdepodobne bude od?atý preukaz intelektuálky, až kým nepreukážem, že som pre?ítala minimálne
troch finalistov Anasoft litera, jedného ruského klasika a jednu feministickú spisovate?ku ?ubovo?ného
pôvodu. Ale ke?že teplota vzduchu okolo m?a dosahovala 40 stup?ov, bolo to vlastne ideálne ?ítanie.

MightyA says

A great collections of scifi horror stories written by various authors. Some are more interesting than others,
but all are fun and well written. I love the fact that some of the stories are written from point of view of
different characters. I find myself liking the audiobook more than the new X-Files TV series.

The narrations are great (it could be an acquired taste for certain listeners); clear voice for each character
which made it easy to follow.

Highly recommended, especially to the fans of scifi horror genres.

Josh says

I want to believe that it's the long-time-coming revival of the TV series that has me so annoyed with this
book, and that I'm simply projecting my expectations for the new episodes onto everything X, but no. Here
we have a rush job cash-grab that does a disservice to those who know how to read. (Take a breath: The X-
Filey stuff is fine.)

How much "editing" did Jonathan Maberry do for this book? Answer: zero. The inside cover states that the
actual editor is some guy named Justin Eisinger, who should have just edited himself out of a job. Maberry,
you're off the hook. This anthology is riddled with typos and unfinished changes, as well as dates and details
that are plain wrong. If you're going to use the date and time stamp motif, at least get it right: one story starts
at 9:46 AM with the nighttime janitorial staff entering Skinner's office, and even my main man Keith
DeCandido got the year wrong in the date and time stamp of his story (1994 as opposed to 1995, an
important detail as he references Duane Barry), which obviously did not get fixed before publication. I'm not
a weirdo shipper who stares at gifs of Mulder and Scully holding hands or such a lunatic X-Files dork who
can tell you what time Scully's clock said when the monster came to her window (probably 10:13, hurrrr) but
these careless errors did detract from the stories themselves, which, like the series, range from the awful to
the sublime.

The time stamps of the stories squarely place the majority of them within the first three seasons of the show,
as though we're trying to recapture those most mysterious halcyon days before so much of the series mytharc
became gloriously convoluted. Further, according to one author, it appears that in 1994 Skinner had a web
browser on his cell phone, while I was just figuring out to wrap my modem in a blanket to keep the buzzing
from waking my parents at 2AM. Lucky him.



The standout stories, despite their obvious editing flaws (Hey, Eisinger, I'd love to shit on your franchise
sometime) are from vets of the series in some form, such as Petrucha's first-person narrative from Scully's
perspective, daring in its own right and the only story to take such a turn, a story that would have been awful
as an episode but perfect fodder for comic book or short story. DeCandido turns in a solid tale loaded with
references to elements of the series that also expand the backstory of Mulder and Scully's reps within the
bureau. Even our friend Arthur Dales makes a welcome appearance.

The absolute worst story is that of Tim Deal (and he had stiff competition from Paul Crilley), who can't write
for shit, yet is somehow a professor of writing. The story itself had an interesting idea, and he even explored
the agents' experience in a differing culture to a degree, which would have been good for a story unto itself.
But, once again, the multitude of errors and typos astounded me. Tim Deal does not know how to use
commas. He did not complete dialogue punctuation. He used discrete when he obviously meant discreet
(PET PEEVE ALERT), and seemed to randomly capitalize regular nouns. Not to be outdone by himself, he
was able to MIX UP HIS OWN CHARACTERS in the middle of a dialogue. Mahmoud and Mulder are
talking about Saleh, and then all of a sudden Saleh and Mulder talking about Mahmoud. /Facepalm. There
were enough typos to nearly render the story unreadable. I was THISCLOSE to highlighting every error I
found and scanning them to demonstrate his incapacity, but it's not just on him. Behind every good writer is
a great editor. Behind these writers is a chump.

I'm a big X-Files fan, and wanted to dig into this book. There are some creative approaches to the stories and
characters that get me going, but it was a hard slog through the non-existent "editing" of Justin Eisinger, may
he never find work again.

Angie says

Short story collection, encompassing about 15 stories total. I am a huge X-Files fan, so of course I loved it! I
am currently looking for more of these I liked it so much. Scully & Mulder are a great team and I enjoy both
their banter and the cases they investigate. A must for anyone who enjoys both audiobooks and X-Files!
THE TRUTH IS OUT THERE. I WANT TO BELIEVE.

The Behrg says

The dichotomy between fact and fiction, between the rationalizations of an intelligent mind and that part of
us that just wants to believe, are central to what made this show as successful as it was. Sure, that loud
pounding that woke you in the middle of the night after watching a scary movie could be explained in a
number of ways, but you still wonder (and secretly hope) if there was something more to it. Paranormal, the
supernatural, a world beyond our world that we can't see but that's there. And, of course, the conspiracies of
governments trying to keep their flocks from the truth.

This is what we all want to believe, and Jonathan Maberry's excellent intro to this anthology perfectly
encapsulates that secret hope we all hold to (whether we admit it or not).

As for the stories found within this volume, there are some definite wins here. A few of the authors capture
the characters so effortlessly that you feel you've been transported back to the nineties, and several of the
tales would have made for amazing episodes. Others feel like "filler" material, with story lines that drag and



character choices that feel quite forced and unnatural. Such, I suppose, is to be expected from this type of
collection, but there's a definite unevenness to the anthology in general, and it's easy to spot who's at the top
of their game and who rushed to meet a deadline (not to mention who's woefully unfamiliar with the show).

The good news is that the stories that succeed make this worth checking out. Tim Lebbon, Peter Clines, and
Brian Keene spin some memorable tales and a few of the weirder stories -- while far from perfect -- still stay
with you. Despite the ebb and flow, it's great to get reacquainted with Fox and Mulder on a few new
adventures, and fans of the TV show will have something to celebrate here.

AH says

About 2.5 stars for the content, 3.5 stars for narration.

This is a review of the audio book which had 2 narrators: Bronson Pinchot and Hilary Huber. The narration
was well done and I enjoyed listening to "Mulder" and "Scully" tell the stories.

The stories themselves were not that memorable. I can remember 2 or 3 stories that stood out for me (but
unfortunately not their names). I guess this should appeal to X-Files fans, however, die-hard fans may be
disappointed.


