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Something's gone seriously wrong in Istanbul - akiller is on the loose, and transvestites are being murdered,
the modus operandi becoming increasingly bizarre with each death. Our protagonist - fellow transvestite,
nightclub owner and glamour puss extraordinaire downs her lipstick and ups the ante in the search for the
religious nut. Not an easy task with the pressures of everyday life - investigations have to be dotted in
between leg and chest waxes and rotating lovers. Luckily she's the perfect investigator: she knows everyone
on the scene, her maitre d' isthe biggest gossip in town, her web skills are rivaled only by the most nerdy
computer geek and she's very, very persistent. Asthe killings accelerate, our girl struggles against the odds in
her pursuit - after all, everyone knows that running in stilettos and a black |leather cat-suit is hell ! Can she
end the slaughter without breaking a nail ?
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From Reader Review The Prophet Murdersfor online ebook

Sevgican says

Serinin 2. kitabini, ilkinden daha cok sevdim! Kurgu, konunun idenisi, yazim dili ile birlikte cok keyifli bir
okumaydi. Bende, hic ara vermeden, serinin 3. kitabina baslamaistegi uyandirdi.

Rowland Pasaribu says

The Prophet Murdersis narrated by a (here still nameless) transvestite ("I glory in being both Man and
Woman"). S/he's part-owner of a nightclub, works with computers, and is "practised in Aikido and Thai-
boxing."

The book begins with her/him reading about the murder of yet another transvestite. The odd circumstances of
the death suggest there's more than meets the eye to this, and looking into it s/he finds that a serial killer
seems to be on the loose, targeting transvestites. It's soon also clear that the murderer istargeting
transvestites whose given (male) names are the same as those of the prophets. Naturally curious (and
concerned about his/her friends and clientele) -- and given that the police can barely be bothered to look into
these deaths --, the narrator investigates, playing at being an amateur sleuth: "Merhaba Poirot", someone
suggests; "Y ou may refer to me as Miss Marple,” s/he responds.

Some good connexions help: a childhood friend ("we'd suck each others lips until they were swollen" in
those good old days) is how police commissioner, and provides some helpful professional assistance. But the
narrator is quite capable him/herself, and in particular hisher computer skills come in handy, helping lead
him/her down the proper trails (as well as some blind alleys).

The mystery part of The Prophet Murders unwinds fairly predictably: it's a paint-by-the-numbers work in
that respect, though competently enough done to satisfy most fans of the genre. But the real appeal of the
novel isin the milieu it describes, and in the main character. The narrator is an entertaining figure, immersed
in the transvestite scene but also understanding that aspects of it are hard to take entirely seriously. Many of
the queens are ridiculously dim and/or fussy, making for an amusing cast of characters (though even this gets
abit monotonous).

Fairly daringly, Somer also brings the religious issues to the fore, describing a society of homosexuals
repressed by the demands and precepts of the prevalent religion -- and the sometimes very unpleasant
consequences thereof. (It's no surprise that the prophet-murderer behind the crimes has issues which are
grounded in the fundamentals of this society.)

Fairly amusing, with afew uncomfortably graphic scenes, The Prophet Murdersis an unusual exotic murder
mystery. Somer has a nice, easy-going tone and manner (though it too often doesn't go anywhere far) and
there's certainly potential for the series.




Zahide Ertu?rul says

ben okurken Uzuleyim mi gtleyim mi bilemeyerek okudum,translar?n durumlar?n? o kadar keyifli bir dille
anlatm?? ki onlar?n dunyalar?n? belki ilk defa bu kadar iceriden okudum diyebilirim.Somer'in dili kesinlikle
ak?c? merak uyand?r?c?...

Konu ise ad ?nda dramatik..

Serinin devam™? da bulup en k?sa zamanda okumal 2y ?m.

Antonio Bibliotecario says

Great fun and awindow into atotally different trans culture to the onein the US.

Heather says

Perfect summer read!

Sonia Valverde says

Unalectura divertida, pero laverdad que sin ningun misterio. Su originalidad reside basicamente en lo
curioso de sus persongjes y € submundo que representan. Latramay como se van uniendo los hilos es muy
muy superficial, con un desenlace cogido con pinzasy metido con calzador. Esto, unido a que carece

tambi én de accion, provoca que solo retengas en la memoria los pasgjes que te han hecho sonreir. El
apartado de novela negro, €l suspenso y el misterio brillan por su ausencia. Joder, y todavia hay editoriales
espanolas que compran los derechos de estas novelas y las traducen, sin pararse aleer los manuscritos de los
autores nacionales.

Ekin A¢?kg6z says

Kahraman?n travesti olmas?ndan kaynaklanarak, kahraman?n diinyas?nda geli ?en olaylar, haliyle cinsel
temalar iceriyor.

Ancak yazar bu temalar?, okuyucuyu rahats?z etmeden vermeyi ¢cok iyi ba?arm??.

?a?rt?c? derecede ilging ve e?enceli bir polisiye.

(Ylar sonraedit: Bir sdyle?ide kar?2a????m Frans?z bir polisiye-sever okur, Mehmet Murat Somer'in
Fransa'da okundu?unu styledi. Yerli polisiye ad?na mutluluk verici.)

M?vog¢ ToOupA?¢ says



Aa TT2UA TPABECT? TIOU AVOYY?PAETAL TNV TP?TN 0EA?00 HIOC EENUEP?DOC TPOB?El TNV TIPOCOX ?
TOU TIPWTAYWVIOT? TWV 1OTOPLA TOU MeEXU?T MoLp?T 20U?p, HAVO0 KOl LAV0 YIa VO apX70€l va
OVAKOA?TITEL KI PANEC T?TOIEC E1O?0EIC, TIOL KATAAYOULV OE HIO AALG?00 VWV ATI? TOV D10 Serial
killer! TpaBeot? TOL TGO AVIPIK? TOLC OVUATO EAVAL TA OVUATO TWV TPOPNTV TIOL AVAE?POVTaAl
ot10 KopV1 Tpafo?V TNV TIpoco)? ToL S0AOQPAVOUL KAl CKOTVOVTOI OKPIR?C e TOV TP?TO ToU
avayp?getal oto PIBA?0 aut? H de?tepn 10TOP?0 TOL TPARBECT?-VIETXKTIR eval €07

O avLuoC aENYNT?¢ TNG I0TOP0C ENVAL VOC YONTEVTIK?C TIPOYPU UUATIOT?C UTIOAOYIOTV TO TIPW?
KOl (O TV U0PEN, TPOKANTIK? TPARECT? TO Bp?0V, UE OIK? NG gay club Kal auoTnpo?¢ KAVVEC
KOl V1O TOUG TEA?TEC KL VIO TO «KOP?TC10» TNG. 2XEl OAOKANPWUAVN KAl CLUYKPOTNUAN
TIPOOWTIK?2TNTA KI 200 a670 TOV BA?MEIC T?00 KAA? UTIOPE? VO O€ €§OVT?0El OTO OEVTEPPAETIIO X 7PN
OTIC TIOAEMIK G T2XVEC TOL Wwp?el! Ki PAd auT? oTnv KwvoTavTIvo?roAn, TNV OUCIAOTIK?
TPWTIE?0V00 TNC TOUPK?20C, KE TOV MOVTOUALAVIK? VU0 TIVW ATE? TA KEQZALA PAGV TWV TOAITNV
NG TO KEAUEVO, XWP?C VA YVETAL TOUOEV? XLON 70, TEPIYP?PEL E WU?TNTO TIG CUVBEIEC KAI TO
0€EOVAAIK? EVAIAE?POVTO ELVTIZANTITWV KAT? TA PAAQ, TRIVIPELV WV KAl Ol 20NHWY QVIPV TNG
M?ANG. O TPWTOYWVIOT?¢ U7AL0TA ?XEl KATATANKTIK?G KAl lOPATIK?C TPATNP?0EI TTAVW OTO
OVTIPIK? @?A0 KAl TO B?T010 TOU IKAVOTOION TNV EPWTIK? APUTIVTO.

>€ QUT?T10 pUBIoT?2pNUd, N MoOVTTA, e TO BATITIOTIK? VOpa Zaxoap?ag, ar? @?Bo ?u Ba enal n
ETTAUEVN OTN A?20TA TOU SOAOPAVOU, CUYKATOIKE? LIE TOV TPWIAYWVIOT? HOC, ONHIOLPYVTOC TOU
VOV TIOVOK2POA0 VEU TIPONYOLUAOU. H Oe?TEPN TIP?EEVN CLVAVOOTPOP? ENVAL N EKAETITVOUVN,
LE TEPZEPYN PV ? KO APKET? «KPAYUVN» TPAPBECT? FKIOVO?ZA KOl N KOPLUEA 20 €0 O TIP7ZAUTOC,
OTOUOVWUAVOC, KOUTHOUTEP?C KEUPA, UE TOV OTID?0 O VIET XTI ?XEl TIC THIO COKAPIOTIK?C KAl
OLVAT?C OKNV?¢ TOL HUBICTOPUATOC. PAVTOOTE?TE VAV VOPWID, TV?EUTIVO, 110U 0 OTOUC
UTIOAOVIOT?C, KOBNAWUAV0 O€ VAT PIK? KAOP?TOl KAl 20XNUO ELPAVICIAK?, ETOUAV WS PAQ TOUL T
B?tola Kal ol KpuE?g eTnBu?eg va EexeIA?{ouv aTr? TO g2Ua Tou. Kal aut?¢ o VBpwrog va 2pxetal
0¢€ 101 2TUTEC CLUVEPYAT?EC UE TOV A@NYNT? MO, O OTID?0C TOV XPEI?(ETAL VIO va A?0€l TNV LT?Peon. H
OVOpWII? KAl N EPWTIK? B200 KOPLPAOVTAL TALT?XPOVA CGTIC CLVAVT?0EIC ToLC!

Q¢ TPOC TO CTUVOMIK? KOUU?TL, N €€PA1EN TNC TIAOK?C €Al KALMOKOPUEVN. [Tolo¢ eval 0 KaT?
OLPPONV BOAOPAVOC TIOU OKOTVEL AVUTIOY?0OTEC KOl 087 TpaPeot?; Ti TpecPe?el; TI KVEL TNV
KaBnueptv? Tou {w?; MNat? 0 a@nynt?g 1T2el yupe?0vTag, Eval Twg voX0o¢ auT?¢ Tou LTI 2ZZETal
0 VIETXTIB-TPaBe0T?; (MO aK2UN TRIPAUVEL AVVUUOG). H 10TOp?20 KAIMOKVETAL OTNV TOUPIOTIK?
AANKAPVOOO?, JE IO A&?XAO0TN OKNV? KAl JidA LEY?AN aToK?AuYn. O TPWIAYWVIOT?C ENVAI TIOA?
OlOPOPETIK?C AT? 2000C «WTETXKTIB» KAl VIETXKTIP 2XW CLVAVT?0El W¢ T?pA. VOPWIog TN v2XTag,
HE OAOKANPWUVN TPOCWTIK?2TNTA, XWP?C LTEPPOAIK?C W?0EIC ? TPEA?C dlOLVA?0EIC, KATOQ?PVEL
HE aTPAUTN aANBo@vela va A?0€l TIG UTIOB?0EIC TIOL TPABNVE TNV TPOCOX? TOU KAl GTOXOTIION
TOV X7p0 OTOV OTI0?0 KUKAOQOPE? KA €PY?LETAL TA BP201A. VA wpA?0, SAPOPETIK? ACTUVOUIK?
HLBIOT?pN O TIOL AY?IM oA 200 KAV A. Kp?Ud Tiou eV ?X0UV HETO@ROOTE? OTA EAANVIK? KAl TA
P20 em2ueva BIBA?0 TNG OEIPC.

Karen says

THE PROPHET MURDERS isthefirst of six 'Hop-Ciki-Y aya thrillers translated into English - written by



engineer, banker and now management consultant Mehmet Murat Somer. The book introduces the reader to
acentral protagonist who is nothing, if not slightly unexpected. Our unnamed hero/hercine isreferred to as
abla throughout the book which means big sister (thanks to the handy little glossary included at the back of
the book). He/she is awell-known identity in the transvestite sub-culture in Turkey. The reason for the dua
referencesto this character isthat he/sheis not adverse to dressing as a man or awoman, depending upon the
circumstances. So let's start referring to our protagonist as abla. (Later books apparently reveal the real
name).

Ablaisthe first to wonder about the deaths of other transvestites - the girls, members of their community -
tensions and troubles aside. There has been one mysterious disappearance and when one of the girlsiskilled
inafirein very odd circumstances, her death is followed quickly by another dead body in a strange place.
Because the girls are part of the sub-culture it's unlikely that the police will be looking too hard, but abla and
her friends are able to find the connection and identify alikely killer very quickly. Finding proof is another
matter.

The book iswritten in the first person - abla voicesit totally, and whilst the investigation moves at a pace
that would make a snail impatient, it wanders through the life and times of the Turkish transvestite
community. There are some humorous touches, although a large number of these are heavy handed, and
thereisalot of detail about life in and around the transvestite scene. Undoubtedly thisis where THE
PROPHET MURDERS shines - it provides real insight into a community that is going to be different for
many of us - Turkish or not. Through abla, the author reveals much about the differences within the
transvestite community, the hierarchy of power, the older and younger girls. There are also revelations about
the sorts of attacks that the community can endure, whilst having adlightly sly dig at the perpetrator's of the
abuse.

THE PROPHET MURDERS will probably not work for somebody who is looking for an investigation based
book. Y ou are going to have to handle the dightly odd (maybe it just doesn't translate) humourous moments.
All of that being said, if you're looking for something very different then THE PROPHET MURDERS
provides some insight into aworld that isforeign in culture and foreign in lifestyle for many of us.

Marie Chartier says

Not as widely known outside of some circles as other LGBT authors, Mehmet Murat Somer offers
nonetheless a different voice of the beautiful cité of Istanbul. His Hop-giki-yaya serie features an original
protagonist* : computer tech-genius by day and bar owner at night; but not any bar, one of the most popular
transvestite bar of Istanbul. This nameless protagonist is himself walking on the line between genre, being
absolutely glamourous with Audrey Hephburn as his personnal fashion muse, but not wanting to give up part
of his masculinity. But at his core, Murat Somer's stories are murder mysteries, where our protagonist uses
his connections and computer skillsto find out killersin his beloved city.

The Prophet Murders is the second book of the serie, but the first one trandlated in English**. In this volume,
the hero/heroine investigate the murders of fellow travestites, all of them having a prophet name for giving
name. Gay and trans not being highly regarded in the Turkish society and the police not investigating the
murders seriously, our protagonist is the only one who can put a stop to these killings.



Giving afresh look on Istanbul, The Prophet Murder allows us to see another face of the 'Sublime Gate' city,
giving us an entry to the world of travestites in aMuslim society though the first person perspective used by
the author. This perspective also allows the reader to get more intimate with the thoughts of the protagonist
and gives the impression of following him in its aventures as a friend sharing a conversation. Moreover,
"friend" is the word that popped in my mind when | started the book: | had read the first volume of the serie
the year before, and rediscovering the unique voice of the protagonist gave me the impression to find an old
friend | had not see for ages. The humorous tone, the witty writing, the unique setting and the colorful cast of
characters surrounding the protagonist really gave me that fuzzy feeling you often get when you read an
author you like after along time.

On the less positive note, | would say the "detective" side is sometime too coincidental to take seriously and
the ending can be seen from miles away. The pacing can be clunky at time, with parts being unnecessary for
the investigation. Another critic could be the fact that the protagonist is a bit "too perfect"; a genius hacker,
an aikido master, afinancially confortable club owner, awaist line as thin as Audrey Hephburn (not always,
but you get the idea) a great sense of style... All of which helps the protagonist, but are a bit much for only
one person. It is quite improbable that a person have all the skills necesitated for hisinvestigation, and at that
level of excellence too. On the other hand, the protagonist has defaults too and make mistakes, so heisn't that
perfect and feels quite real despite all these caracteristics. In the end, these negative points are quite minor
and it is still an utterly enjoyable read.

If you want to discover another side of Istanbul or a protagonist with a different voice, Mehmet Murat
Somer's Hop-ciki-yayais a great serie, with a unique protagonist and an original modern setting. LGBT
muder-mysteries are quite a rare breed and Turkish author are seldomly translated in French or English, so
having both in the same package is quite atreat. If you think this kind of story fits your tastes, givesit atry.

*| used the masculine pronom in this review for convenience. The protagonist is called "abla" or "auntie"
though the book, but isn't considering himself awoman per se and likes using both genders as he please. |
really used the masculine because it is easier to read.

**| have read the French tranglation of the book, so | can't comment on the English trandation.

Lydia G says

A fun continuation of the series. My only complaint isthat it is difficult to read them in order due to out of
order publishing dates and missing translated novels. They are self contained but it would have been niceto
read thisfirst before The Kiss Murders.

Sam says

Lo que principalmente quiero destacar de esta novela, es el trasfondo social.

Podemos calificarla de regular, mala, obvia, con un final sin penani gloria, etc.. Pero no podemos, ni
debemos, pasar por ato lavida de la protagonistay del resto de los persongjes. La crudarealidad que se ven
obligados, si si obligados les guste o no, avivir los travestis.

Vayamos entendiendo que no "eligen” prostituirse, que no todos desean "operarse” y que todos desean y
suefian con vivir libres para amar y ser amados.

Estamos necesitando mas literatura LGBTIQ cruday real, como esta.



GZN says

?smindeki iddian?n aksine serinin zay?f kitaplar?ndan. Sanki travestilerin diinyas?? hi¢ tan?mayanlar da
anlayabilsin diye iyice basitle?tirilerek anlat?m??. Final de slirprizsiz ve biraz aceleye gelmi? gibi.

Aussiescribbler Aussiescribbler says

A sadistic serial killer is picking off drag queensin Istanbul. One of his potential victimsis a detective.
While the mystery isintriguing, what makes the story memorable is the chance to enter into an exotic
subculture full of histrionics, bitchiness and glamour.

Elizabeth Bennet says

Gok eendim okurken zira espriler bana hitap etti. Ancak sonlara do?ru epey bir karanl %k 67e vard?.
Bu janr? sevenlere goniil rahatl ???ile tavsiye ederim.




