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A nun commits suicide in front of thousands in Spain. In Australia, Siobhan Russo recognises that nun as her
mother, Denise Russo, who disappeared six years ago.

In search of answers, Siobhan travels to the isolated convent where her mother once lived. Here she
discovers Denise' s final confession, a book that details a heinous betrayal that left her crippled and mute, and
Denise' s subsequent deal with the Devil to take revenge. In the desperate bargain Denise made with the
Prince of Darkness, she wagered Siobhan’s soul.

As Siobhan discovers the fate of her soul, she learns that hidden within the pages of her mother’s confession
is part of The Devil’s Prayer, an ancient text with the power to unleash apocalyptic horrors.

And now her mother’ s enemies know Siobhan hasiit.

Can Siobhan escape an order of extremist monks determined to get the Prayer back? Can she save the world
from its own destruction?

Explicit Content Warning: "The Devil’s Prayer" is a historical horror thriller that contains brutality, rape,
sex, drug abuse and murder. Readers may find its content offensive and confronting.

Y ou can view the video teaser for the book on https://vimeo.com/156061258.
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Pouting Always says

I honestly am surprised by how much | enjoyed this, like when | started reading it | was bored as first but
once she gets her mother's confessional | couldn't put it down. Like | had such avisceral reaction to
everything that happened and even up until the end | felt like anxiety about it al. | think it got alittle bogged
down when we started reading the details of what happened after her mother left but | think the ending more
than made up for it. I'm so glad he stopped where he did because it wrapped everything up nicely and | feel
likeif he had kept going | would just get bored again. It's a good suspense/thriller novel if anyone like's those
kind of things they should totally check this out.

Also has anyone else seen that devil picture from the codex gigas because it's not that great a picture but for
some reason it still cregps me out.

Jamie says

| could not put this book down. What aroller coaster of a horror story.

We start off the book with a monk, Herman the Recluse, in the thirteenth century. He has been condemned to
death by being walled up alive. As away to escape this horrific fate, Herman says that he will write a book
“filled with human knowledge that would glorify the monastery forever”. The monks agree, thinking this
could never be done, and allow Herman to try. By the end of the night, with alittle prayer to the Devil, it had
been completed and would be known as the Devils Bible.

After seventy years of the Devils Bible being hidden away in atrunk with akey, it was finally opened, to
discover that 12 pages in the back were missing, the “the Devils Prayer”.

After anun commits suicide, Siobhan discoversthat it was her mother who, six years ago had suddenly
disappeared, with no goodbyes. With only a note | eft to her by her mother saying “ Cometo Zamora. Tell
nobody”, Siobhan sets out to uncover the truth about her mother; why she had disappeared and from what.

Thisisastory about betrayal, revenge which had led to rage, guilt, and then heartbreak. There are some great
horror scenes, and gore throughout as well.

Warning-some trigger words and actions throughout: rape, sex, drug abuse, torture, suicide, and murder.

| received a copy of this book through NetGalley for an honest opinion. My thanks to Luke Gracias and
Australian eBook Publisher for the opportunity.

Miriam Smith says

| really enjoyed this religious historical horror/paranormal book which was interesting, intriguing and in my
eyes thought provoking. | loved the ideathat you could trade souls with the devil for adeal for yourself. The



book comes with awarning that it contains violence and rape etc, | personally did not find it needed this
warning, | expect horror and crime books to contain violence and sometimes gore and as for the rape scene,
yes this was very uncomfortable to read but in my opinion this just shows how much the author has put into
getting the emotions across relevant to the scene. On a dight note though towards the end | found the
historical religious facts alittle heavy - dates, names, places etc but understood they were relevant to the
whole story and happily look forward to the follow up book, | would dearly love to know what happens with
Jess, Siobhan and the devil! Great book Luke, well done.

Zippergirl says

"Religionislike aknife: in the hands of a surgeon, it heals, but in the hands of a murderer, it kills."

Death knells of the thirteenth century ring into the present day. This dark historical fiction reveals the
legendary and supernatural origins of the Devil's Book; later hidden away in a monastery in today's Czech
Republic and guarded by a secretive order of monks. Twelve pages, known as the Devil's Prayer, with the
potential to end the world as we know it and bring about the reign of Satan, have gone missing.

One nun, committed to avow of silence, risks her life to keep the manuscript out of the wrong hands. Her
story istold through her confessions, to the only one she can trust with her (very) shocking and terrible
secrets. her daughter, who takes her mother's Bible and a change of clothes and sets off to an isolated
convent under the guidance of a mysterious priest.

The settings are beautifully rendered, from hidden passageways in centuries-old convents and monasteries, to
churches and ossuaries decorated in bones. (See them at the author's website.) This book should appeal to

fans of classics like The Exorcist and Rosemary's Baby, and the more recent DaVinci Code.

Caveat: There are many mysteries |eft unsolved at the end of the book, which ended abruptly. Presumably a
sequel isin the works.

| received this book in exchange for an honest review.

Dannii Elle says

| received thisin exchange for an honest review from NetGalley. Thank you to the author, Luke Gracias, and
the publisher for this opportunity.

What does a suicidal nhun, awinning lottery ticket, a paraplegic and a centuries-old missing prayer book have
in common? This sounds like the beginning of abad joke, but is actually the start of this queer and
extraordinary tale.

| wasinitialy alittle disappointed with this book. The knowledge the author imparted was phenomenal and
the author was clearly well-versed in the history of the subjects covered. However interesting thiswas, it
read more like a non-fiction than athrilling tale, which | wasn't anticipating. But once thisinitially dense first
section had concluded the thrills and suspense began to take hold of the plot.



This became a dark and gory read and the author held nothing back in his portrayal of the immoral and the
traitorous. This raw depiction of each horrifying scene is what made this cometo life, in al itsgrim glory.
The geographical settings and the historical fact were also written of so evocatively and sublimely that | felt |
re-lived this book, rather than read it.

Thisisasuperb and original book but is definitely not one for the faint-hearted, due to some of the brutal and
possibly triggering topics covered. The cliffhanger ending had me eager for a conclusion to this epic tale.
With none yet announced | am struggling to see how this ending is fair on the poor nerve-wracked readers!

Uma v Books.Bags.Burgers. says

Note - Explicit content warning. This book contains explicit content and triggers for rape, murder and
brutality.

CHARACTERS

Thisisan unusual book and therefore I'm not quite sure what to talk about the charactersin it. All | can say
isthat every single character is complex and not what they seem at first glance. |I've never read about a more
complex set of charactersin any book. This book despite being supernatural in nature, is rooted in reality;
rooted in the base nature of humans; rooted in greed that drives many a people to insanity.

Although, Siobhan isthe main character of the book in many ways, we see less of her asthe story isall about
her mother. Throughout the book, we along with Siobhan |earn what happened to her mother on one fateful
night; a night that has caused a cascade of eventsto happen that would affect the world. In this process,
while the story was undoubtedly interesting, | wished to know more about Siobhan herself.

PLOT

Like | said before, we learn more about what has already happened than what is happening around Siobhan.
We learn about the horros of a particular fateful night and the horrorsit would unleash. The taleis dark and
the author holds nothing back when describing the horrific scenesin the book. Thisis definitely not for
people who do not like to read about the details of horrific crimes. | do admit it's the raw descriptions that
make the story so realistic and makes us realize just the depth of hatred and jeal ousy that could lurk within
humans.

The historical factsin the book are fascinating, so is the author's take on The Devil's Prayer. | enjoyed the
way Luke Gracias spins atale so unique and dark that one can't help but be pulled into the pages entirely. |
do wish the descriptions had been alittle less raw but thisisn't really acomplaint but a personal preference.

WRITING

It was wonderful. | loved the writing so much and it was one of the contributing factors that had me hooked
to the book. The descriptions of the places and historical events were done in a manner fit to be called
glorious. The author has away of writing that bring forth emotions. | found myself angry, surprised and
shocked constantly. Thisis one of the few books that actually make me angry; angry because of the injustice
brought upon the characters. The writing gives readers a connection to the characters and events that make
the story more interesting.



WHAT | LIKED ABOUT THE BOOK

- Thewriting
- The plot with so many unexpected twists

WHAT | DIDN'T LIKE ABOUT THE BOOK

- The fact that we don't learn as much about Siobhan as we do about her mother

CONCLUSION

Thisis definitely not abook for the faint of heart. This book has alot of violence depicted brutally that might
give the horrors to some people but at the sametime, it's also a book so masterfully crafted and brought
together with great precision. I'm dying to get my hands on the sequel because the book endsin quite a
shocking cliffhanger.

Jason says

*My first NETGALLEY book review!*
Received an advance reader copy in exchange for afair review.

This novel reads like an adult fairy-tale. At it's core, it's just a story about morals. It's a story about the clash
between good and evil, God and the Devil. The main arch of the story is as follows: A woman wins the
lottery and is brutally raped and beaten into paralysis, and it's all done by her closest friends. In order to
regain her ability to walk, she cuts a deal with the Devil, and in return for her ability to walk she must kill
every one of her friends who wronged her in their pursuit of riches. THISWOULD HAVE BEEN
INTERESTING ENOUGH. Alas, the author continued. Y ears before the woman became paralysed, she gave
birth to a child, who just so happened to be the antichrist (i.e. she had a baby with the Devil). That's the germ
of theidea. But, the author takes it one step too far (in my opinion) and triesto link this - rather loosely - to a
historical text called the Devils Bible, inside which is the Devil's Prayer, which must be located and read by
the child that is his, in order to....ahh hell, | have no idea what the outcome was really supposed to be - |
think the apocalypse or something?

There are parts of this novel that are exceptional, and there are parts that are poorly executed. For me, the
novel isbroken into 3 sections, or thirds. Here's a breakdown.

Thefirst third of this novel reads like a Dan Brown novel. When | first got going, | couldn't put it down. |
was hooked and | wasintrigued as early on as the first few pages. | kept thinking to myself, "FINALLY, I've
found the next Da Vinci Code!" It was full of interesting lead ups, suspense, and mystery, and set itself up
nicely for the next 2/3's of the novel. It took on the role of historical-religious thriller and ran with it. This
section of the novel took place present day.

The second third of the novel took an unexpected twist. It felt abit digointed from the first third of the novel.
This section was almost solely aflash back in time. It examined what happened in the main character's life to
lead up to those present day events that so fascinated me in the first section of the novel. But, in this section,

the genre takes a sudden turn - into murder mystery/horror. That said, | was still interested and entertained at



this point. There were links and clues as to how thisall added up, and | just couldn't wait to get to the latter
part of the novel to see what the outcome was going to be. Which leads to:

Thethird third of the novel. Thisiswhere the novel dropped dead. Thislast section of the novel wasflat. It
was, essentially, just an information dump of historical fact and fiction. The novel returned to its historical-
religious roots (from which is began in the novel) but lost the entertainment factor in the meantime. | also
just didn't keep up with what the hell was happening at this point. | was no longer really sure what this
Devil's Prayer was supposed to do, or why it really needed to be found, or who was supposed to find it, or
why the nun in the beginning killed herself in the first place.

And right at the very end, in the last few sentences, the author drops what was - I'm assuming - supposed to
be some bombshell cliffhanger. Mostly, | felt annoyed that 1'd just read hundreds of pages for nothing to be
resolved.

Inthe end, it had all the makings of the next Da Vinci Code, but it was poorly executed and digjointed. It was
obvious to me that this began as a screenplay and was adapted into a novel. There are no problems with that,
except that when you go from screenplay to novel, you must tread carefully, or you lose the reader. They are
two different things, screenplay and novel.

3 Stars. It was great, then good, then bad.

Matt says

First and foremost, alarge thank you to NetGalley, Luke Gracias and Australian eBook Publisher for
providing me with a copy of this book, which allows me to provide you with this review.

Luke Gracias offers readers an interesting novel that seeks to mix the foundations of religious belief--both
the goodness of agod and evil of its great nemesis--with the human understanding of bartering for a
particular outcome. By placing these themes within a modern setting, the reader is better capable of
understanding the story and relates with ease. After an eerie preface, the novel opensin asmall Spanish
town, with one Sister Benedictine trying to locate The Devil's Bible, which contains a prayer that appearsto
hold much importance. After copying afew pages of the prayer, in complete secret, Sister Benedictineis
ableto hide it away with ajournal of her own within her convent before being chased by a group of monks
wielding swords. Trapped in abell tower, Sister Benedictine takes the only path she has and ends up hanging
from the bell's rope, in an apparent suicidal act. On the other side of the world, Siobhan Russo learns that her
mother has died in Spain, after abandoning the family for six years. While Siobhan is curious as to what
happened to Denise Russo (the actual name of Sister Benedictine) all those years ago, she is unsure what to
expect. Siobhan's sister, Jess, wants nothing to do with her mother, though Siobhan feels she owesit to the
entire family to explore what might have happened. Travelling to Spain, Siobhan is granted access to avault
where her mother held some key documents she willed to her eldest daughter. Siobhan receives the journal,
which her mother called The Confession, and agreesto read it in order to learn more about what happened all
those years ago. This confessional journal dates back to the early- to mid-1990s, when Siobhan was a young
girl. Denise Russo was a single mother who tried her best to raise a daughter she loved more than life. After
atraumatic event, Denise made a deal with atruly diabolical man, who forces her to trade Siobhan's safety
with a pledge to commit numerous crimes. Feeling that she had no choice, Deniseis led down a path of truly
alarming proportions, but never strays from the promise she made. As Siobhan reads of these events and the
eventual birth of her sister, all becomes alittle clearer while also extreme muddled. An ancient sect of red-



clad monks remain on the lookout for Siobhan, forcing her to remain in hiding and return to Australiawith a
secret that could tear her family apart. Her arrival opens new and horrific possibilities, just as Gracias keeps
the reader in suspense with amajor cliffhanger. A wonderfully crafted novel for those who love an evolving
and dramatic narrative that takes twists as it tries the reader's personal faith.

This being the first piece of writing | have ever encountered by Luke Gracias, | was unsure what to make of
it. While the opening few chapters took alittle time to grasp me, by the time the story entered 'The
Confession' section, | was completely hooked. Gracias pulls on many time periods and uses strong characters
to tell his story, layering both the narrative and character development throughout. His use of strong religious
history plays perfectly into the larger story and, should it hold some degree of truth, the reader must wonder
about this darker side of religious acceptance. Whereas many will turn to the god of their choosing and make
promises for specific results, could the same not be done in the face of adiabolical being, the antithetical
deity? Exploring the role this character played in shaping history, Gracias forces the reader to shelve their
preconceived notions and potentially accept that there is an evil pulse that is steering world events alongside
the goodness of some Higher Being. The powerful and plausible story is accentuated with the lengths to
which a parent will go to save their child and face the consequences of their actions. Told primary to convey
the life and times of Denise Russo, the addition of Siobhan and, to alesser extent, Jess, allows Gracias to
paint an extremely disturbing picture while flirting with safety for those who are not entirely ready to let go
of their belief in goodness.

Kudos, Mr. Gracias for this stellar piece of work. | cannot wait to see what other ideas you have percolating
for your growing fan base.

Like/hate the review? An ever-growing collection of others appears at:
http://pecheyponderings.wordpress.com/

Jess [JHarbinger of Blood-Soaked Rainbowsl] says

This book was garbage. Truly. Garbage. Complete and utter Shite.

Where do | even start? How about with the fact that this book bumped A Separate Peace off my "bottom 10"
list (one of the absolute worst memories of tenth grade) Or that | would rather be trapped on a desert island
with only The Twilight Saga to read for the rest of my life rather than read one page of this crap again. Or
that this book isworse than Angels & Demons AND The DaVinci Code. Combined.

| seriously mean no disrespect to this author or the people who loved this book, but I'm honestly stumped as
to how this book has an average of 4.1 with 44% of readers rating it with 5 stars and only 2% rating it with 1
star. What the actual fuck here, people? Did we read different books? Or is this a case where people are lying
about how great it isbecauseit's a self-pub? | mean, | read alot. | have rated very very few of the books I've
read as 1 star. And not only did | rate this as a one star, but | will go to say that thisis not only one of my
bottom ten books of all time, but one of my bottom five. Ever. And | know shit when | read it.

I'm not lying when | say that this novel is one big fat giant infodump followed by like 6 more big fat giant
infodumps.



Sister Benedictine is anun in a Spanish abbey who has taken a vow of silence. She sneaks out of the abbey
one night and into a neighboring monastery where she finds a hidden book and starts copying it into her
notebook. She is caught by the red-cloaked monks and chased from the grounds. She frantically leaves the
abbey and heads into the town and into a church where she mysteriously enters arectory, leaves, is caught by
the same red-cloaked monks, locks herself in the church's bell tower, and promptly hangs herself. This al
happensin the first ten pages of the novel, and is the most exciting thing to occur.

Meanwhile, in Queendand, Australia, the nun's family isinformed of both her death, and the fact that she
wasanun in Spain. Y ou see, Sister Benedictine (whose real name is Denise Russo) |eft behind a mother and
two daughtersin Australiasix years ago. Thisisthefirst any of them have heard of her whereabouts. And
her oldest daughter, Siobahn, receives aletter from her mother viaan old priest telling her to go to Spain. So
she does, and she finds her mother's journal, entitled her "Confessional.” And beginsto read it. And so the
ENTIRE book is basically Denise's "Confessional," interspersed very sparsely with Siobahn's journey in
Europe. Dear author, Thistactic is called an INFO-DUMP. And it epitomizes lazy storytelling, plot-holes,
unrealistic narratives, and a lack of creativity.

But let's put the obvious problems | had with info-dumping aside for a moment. Because even if the author
found amore creative way to tell hisstory, | would still hate it.

Denise's story begins when Siobahn was a baby. Siobahn almost drownsin apool and is saved by a
mysterious stranger with agray fedora. This man disappears until years later on Denise's twenty-eighth
birthday when she tells atale of complete betrayal by her friends and loved ones that basically ends up with
Denise in ahospital bed as a quadriplegic who cannot talk and her so-called friends who abandon her
afterwards. This story is completely ridiculous. | cannot even understand how an author can a)make this
story up and b)think that anyone would find it plausible. It is so farfetched, even Michael Bay would roll his
eyesat it. | rolled my eyesthe ENTIRE WAY THROUGH.

And then afterwards, our novel shiftsinto arevenge story as the man with the fedora shows up AGAIN. And
So Denise makes a deal with the Devil and so her soul is damned. He tells her he will restore her body and
voiceif shekills all the people who had wronged her.

(spoiler aert) She does.

And as aresult, she has become pregnant with the ACTUAL spawn of Satan himself herself.

And then it becomes a supernatural/religious thriller as Denise must figure out how to live with the fact that
her daughter is the antichrist. And Siobahn must figure out how to deal with the fact that her sister isthe
antichrist.

Hooked yet?

And then asit turns out, the Devil isn't so happy that Denise wants to get rid of his spawn. So he tells her to
go away or he will kill Siobahn. So she goes away.



And THEN, if that isn't enough for ya.......this book turns into yet ANOTHER info-dump on Gnostic
Christianity when Denise becomes a nun and meets Father Jakub who takes her to Egypt so she can learn all
about the Nag Hammadi. And then we get pages and pages and pages and pages and pages and pages of
historical crap about the Crusades and ancient texts and the Devil's Book. And the thing is, it doesn't strike
me even as heavily researched historical crap. | learned the exact same things this book was telling me with a
5 minute foray into the wide and wacky world of

And then it happened. The thing happened that made this book go from a 2-star "kinda boring and badly
constructed meh novel" into a 1-star "worthy of Jess rage novel."

This book got an agenda.

Most of you that know me know that my number one pet peeve with books is when authors use fiction as a
way to push their own agendas. My number one worst book of 2016 did this. Remember Mermen, the book
every single one of my friends one-starred? It used the illusion of a smutty romance in order to send the
message that we should save the ocean. Well this author used the cover of arevenge thriller involving the
antichrist in order to push his own agenda of human greed, global warming, and other environmentalist
bullshit. Thank you, but no.

Father Jakub takes Denise to a place where the Nag Hammadi's Thirteenth Codex is kept. A codex he claims
iswritten in hieroglyphics that tell atale of how humans are greedy and are ruining the earth, killing all of
the animals and plants, destroying the air and the water, and making the weather change drastically. First of
al, WHY THE FUCK ISTHISEVEN INCLUDED IN THISNOVEL? Second of al, IT ISN'T EVEN
TRUE! Let me explain.

The entirety of the side story rubbed me the wrong way, and so | decided to do my own research viathe
internet (only credible sources) and also my dad who was a religion and philosophy major in college and
who knows a SHIT TON about many of the world's religions, particularly Christianity and its various
offshoots. The Nag Hammadi is not a mainstream Christian text, but atext of Gnostic Christianity whichis
not recognized by mainstream Christian religions, particularly the Catholic Church. Have any of you seen the
movie, Sigmata? For those of you that have, the alternate gospel in that movie is an example of a Gnostic
text. And as correctly stated in that movie, it's number one enemy was the Catholic Church. SO WHY THE
FUCK ISA CATHOLIC PRIEST TEACHING ITSMESSAGE TO A NEW NUN?

And aso in my own research | discovered that the author totally made up everything that'sin the Thirteenth
Codex of the Nag Hammadi anyway. | know this because | actually read it. And it contains words, not
pictures, and does not preach against nor does it prophesize the catastrophe of global warming. Making shit
up iswhat fiction isal about, but when you need to make shit up about an actual historical document or
artifact in order to make a point, then that, my friend, is called AN AGENDA. Ask Dan Brown about this.
He knows all about it. However, even | have to admit, Dan Brown wasn't nearly as brazen or asindelicatein
making up the shit for his novels. This book almost makes me want to go back and rate his two crap novels|
read higher.

Almost.

And so | say fuck you to this book. | skimmed the last 20% because it was boring and it pissed me off. All of
my friends know how much of acompleter | am, but | will not be picking up this book's sequel, nor will |



ever pick up anything else this author ever writes. | would rather read the sequel to Mermen.

| received a copy of this book from Netgalley in exchange for an honest review.

Wendy says

The Devil's Prayer, by Luke Gracias, whisked me away into aworld of horror that genuinely scared me.

The story begins with a nun committing suicide in front of thousands in Spain. In Australia, Siobhan Russo
recognizes the nun as her mother, Denise Russo, who disappeared 6 years ago. In search of answers Siobhan
travels to the secluded convent where her mother had lived. Here she discovers Denise's final confession, a
book that details betrayal, torture and her near death at the hands of her trusted friends and her subsequent
deal with the Devil to get revenge on those responsible. In this desperate pact made with the Devil, she
wagered Siobhan's soul.

Siobhan learns that hidden within the pages of her mother's confession is part of The Devil's Prayer, an
ancient text with the power to unleash apocalyptic evil.

Can Siobhan escape those determined to get the Prayer back?

The history and theological loreis very well researched, the imagery is extremely vivid and the storylineis
both spine chilling and thought provoking.

The Devil's Prayer, by Luke Gracias, is his debut novel. It isathrilling, frightening ride and | can hardly wait
to see what he comes up with next.

Thank you to NetGalley and Australia eBook Publisher for an arc of this novel.

Abby Varghese says

Review originally posted in Abby's Shelves: https://goo.gl/R8rs7P

The Devil's Prayer by Luke Graciasis a phenomenal book, a perfect mixture of history, religion, fiction and
educational. Reminded me of my favorite Dan Brown books.

This book starts off in a mysterious circumstance of a nun (Denise Russo) chased by a band of monks who
hangs herself from a church bell in front of aritual parade of eight thousand people leaving the reader in
guestions like who is she? and why would a nun do something like that? What followsis a cat and mouse
game between the nun's young girl Siobhan Russo in search of mother's past who disappeared six years ago
filled with secrets and a band of monks pledged to make sure she fails.The dairy of Denise throws light to
her past, a past shattered by acts of greed and betrayal forcing her to make a deal with the Devil. Asthe
pages unfold, the pace of the book sets your pulse racing.

| loved this fast paced gripping thriller especialy because the author has done a fantastic job in providing
detailed information on the Bible, monasteries, ancient manuscripts etc. It even inspired me to research more
about the Devil's Prayer. (view spoiler)

Overall, an absolute addictive fast paced thriller which succeeds in keeping the reader on the edge right from



the beginning with unpredictable twists and remarkable narrative skills.

Highly recommended!! Can't wait to get my hands on his other works.

A gifted copy was provided by author/publisher via NetGalley for an honest review.

Dianne says

When Siobhan Russo saw the face of the nun who had just committed suicide, she saw the face of her
mother, awoman who disappeared six years before. This revelation sends Siobhan on ajourney to discover
what happened to her mother so many years ago. What she findsis a confession of sorts, apleafor
forgiveness from her daughter and the history that led her to run far away.

Do you believe in a power beyond our comprehension? Do you believe that if thereisa God, thereisa
Devil? Everyone has heard of making a deal with the devil, the cost is your soul, or in the case of Denise
Russo, the soul of her oldest daughter, should she fail to hold up to her end of the bargain.

Her story started long ago, on the night that held one of the most grievous betrayals a person can face. For
Denise, it was anight of torture, as she became the victim of some of the most vile and heinous crimes
against a human being. Left for dead, she miraculously survived, paralyzed, mute and powerless to seek
justice. That is when he came, the Devil, himself with a promise of revenge for Denise against her betrayers,
the animals she once thought of as friends, including the man she was supposed to marry.

The cost of that revenge was high, her daughter’s soul if she failed. The only aid she was given was the use
of her body once again, but only at night. By day she would once again be trapped within her mind and
useless body. But is the Prince of Darkness to be trusted or has he used Denise for something far more
heartbreaking and soul crushing? Was she to become the vessel to birth the devil’ s own child?

Siobhan also finds throughout this gut-wrenching tale that an ancient and mythical message, is tucked
between the pages of her mother’ s posthumous confession and now there are those who will stop at nothing
to take it from Siobhan.

Follow along as both Denise’ s tale and the ensuing tale of Siobhan’s desperate attempt to live culminatein a
tale of horror, pain, revelations and loss as she realizes she has become entangled in a battle for her very
soul.

Brutal, raw and repulsive details come to life under the dagger sharp pen of Luke Gracias as he unwraps his
unholy tale of revenge and regret in The Devil’ s Prayer > High on tension, graphically descriptive action, we
are thrust into the nightmare this writer has created. Definitely not for the faint of heart or those who are
susceptible to night terrors, Mr. Gracias has brought dark fiction to life, blending fact with fiction and
conjuring up atalethat in itself is amasterpiece of terror. Never has revenge seemed so repulsive, yet, never
has turning the other cheek seemed so impotent. Prepare to be scraped raw and left shuddering by this
powerful author.

| received this copy from Luke Gracias in exchange for my honest review.
Publisher: Australian eBook Publisher (February 18, 2016)

Publication Date: February 18, 2016
Genre: Horror | Occult



Print Length: 293 pages
Available from: Amazon
For Reviews & More: http://tometender.blogspot.com

Maggie says

Scrappymags 3 word review: Clunky, disappointing adventure.

Shortest summary ever: Siobhan's missing mother turns out to be a nun who commits suicide at afestival in
Spain, so Siobhan travels there and uncovers a confession book left to her by her nun-mother that details a
deal she made with the Devil years ago. On top of that, there's an ancient text called The Devil's Prayer,
hidden inside that has caused death and destruction for centuries. Now she's being chased and looking for
answers.

What' s good under the hood: The sad fate of this book for meisthat | was mostly with it for the first 70% of
the book. | enjoyed the mystery/thriller part (despite afew issues | address below), and was anxiousto read
more, and would use the word "riveting” in places. | was even alittle freaked out (in a good way) with the
whole Devil aspect. YIKES. In the vein of "The Devil and Tom Walker" and "Y oung Goodman Brown", this
story starts out with such a great storyline and wonderful pacing, that big question - What if the Devil was
REAL and RIGHT HERE? (Y eah, there'swhere the"YIKES" comesin.) Also, | LOVE agood revenge
theme (who doesn't, right?) and man - this book takesit to asick (asin mentally sick) level. That | liked. | do
see massive potential in this author, but please please obtain a quality editor.

What was bad or made me mad: Then | got to about 80% into the book... and it went to hell (no pun
intended). First things first - in many places the writing is plain clunky, with many mistakes and questions
that don't make sense and badly need an editor. Mostly, they arelittle things that | don't think I'm overly
astute in catching, like someone who just moved (all possessions are in boxes) yet the new addressis
conveniently in the phone book? Or worse, being raped, no feelings about that expressed, no narrative, and
two nights later willingly having sex with someone else and no thoughts of being assaulted two nights prior.
Simple questions as to why a detective wouldn't test a rape kit from all of the people present with the victim
the night someone was attacked? But | could semi-overlook these faux pas as the book paced nicely and a
mystery brewed, until about 80%, then everything turned into this rushed historical fiction narrative that
jumbled and bogged down much of the history being conveyed that it was impossible to connect to the prior
narrative | was reading. It was like the main character - BAM - had to learn thousands of years of history in
the last 20% of the book and then the ending was lame. To be honest, it made me mad!!! It's like two totally
different books. | wanted to know what happened with Siobhan - what did she do next? How did she deal
with her family? It's supposed to be a stand-alone novel, but the jumble just... ends, and not in agood "oooch
that'sa cool ending" way, but more likea"l don't know what to do so... the end!" way, and it was infuriating.

GOODREADS rant coming...The other thing that made me mad are the Goodreads reviewers on this book -
yet again, | call FOUL to the hordes of "honest" reviewers out there giving this 5 stars. No. Effing. Way.
This ALWAY S happens with ebooks (not publisher books, shocker) and yes, I've become a bona-fide
skeptic of reviews of all ebooks because of this shady habit. Hey - I'm sure some people liked it, but
comparing it to the DaVinci Code? Um... NO. And what's even shadier is how many "reviewers' are
ALLLLLLL comparing it to DaVinci Code and Rosemary's Baby... weird huh? Why would all of these
"reviewers' use the EXACT same books to compare? Hmmm... Funny | know both and uh.. no. Da Vinci



was quick, sharp and one of the fastest reads out there. History mingled with athriller done WELL. Thisis
the opposite of that. Unless these are people who just joined NetGalley who are merely trying to get to their
80% and build up arep and feel they HAVE to give positive reviews (hello? HONEST reviews peoplel!). |
go to the book-fan app Litsy as well as other book-talk sites and wow, on those sites nearly everyone has
posted the same critiques as|... isn't that... strange? (Insert my smirk). I'm massively sick of the "plant"
reviews. Please stop!

Recommend to: It might appeal to those who like Biblical lore/mysteries, ancient texts, stories about the
church throwing shade...

Thanks to NetGalley and Luke Gracias for an ARC in exchange for this honest review. | know it's painful
sometimes, but it is honestly how | fedl.

Sofia says

| did not finish this book and thisiswhy

| knew from the first that the storyline was not one | like to read about but | was willing to let myself be
surprised by being out of my usual zone so | decided to give it atry when my friend pointed it out to me. So
my liking the book all depended upon the writing, how it was able to draw me into the story. Unfortunately it
was apparent from the first that the writing was not a match either. | found it alot of tell with no show. We
are told what happens (lots) but very little inner narrative that is what makes me part of the story.

S0 I've decided to part ways.

An arc gently provided by author/publisher in return for a review.

An attempted BR with Lena - hoping for better luck next time.

Bill Kupersmith says

A blurb tells us that admirers of The Da Vinci Code will enjoy thisbook. As| am immune to the genre of
Vatican hit-men, I’d not have begun The Devil’s Prayer had it not been @ the suggestion of a GR friend, &
never had stayed with it had not the earlier part been set in Australia, specifically Queensland. By the time
the Devil (that’sright, Auld Hornie himself, wearing a fedora hat —when | was young wearing hats was
something Australian men did) | was firmly hooked & had to see this one through to the end. The story is
told in two time frames through the device of adiary, found @ an austere Spanish convent (they go in for
penitential rites like flagellation) by a young woman named Siobhan, whose mother Denise had sold their
souls to the Devil in exchange for wreaking revenge on her ‘friends' who live on the Gold Coast who raped
her, tortured her, & left her a quadriplegic to obtain her winning lottery ticket. After receiving diabolical cure
(the Devil is good with spinal injuries), Denise travels under the mentorship of an elderly priest to a
monastery in the Middle Eastern desert when she learns to copy ancient manuscripts containing terrifying
prophecies (for reasons | don’t understand, one contains ancient illustrations of future environmental
catastrophes, but with English captions In contemporary script — any 2nd year Greek student could have



provided more authentic-looking labels).

Since mum is damned anyway, |’ d thought she’ d have chosen just to have fun rather than undertaking this
austere regimen, but apparently daughter Siobhan gets damned too if she doesn't. If you are old enough to
remember such classics as Rosemary’s Baby (right, Siobhan is not Denise’s only child, there’s also Jessie,
conceived by Satan in the guise of Denise’ s husband Simon whilst she's about to kill him), The Omen, The
Seventh Seal, aswell as Dan Brown’s opus, you'll be on familiar territory with The Devil’ s Prayer.

Tho' even the most bizarre forms of folk Catholicism are staid by comparison, popular supernatural fiction &
movies are supplied with an idiosyncratic heretical theology of their own. Basically it's Manichaean, alabel
secular journalists like to slap onto any Christian who can tell right from wrong, but which properly means
the belief that not only does Satan enjoy equal footing with God, but that so far is our earthly life on this
planet is concerned, runs the whole show. On the mundane level, in popular culture the Vatican employs an
elite secret service capable of the most elaborate skullduggery. (Remarkable for a mini-state apparently
incapable of running a high-street bank successfully.) Here they are called the Amalrican Monks (hardly
very secret as they go about in bright red habits seizing young women @ railway stations) named for Arnaud
Amalric, anasty Cistercian who played arole in the Albigensian Crusade.

There isjust enough information about real manuscript finds & scriptoria— | confess I’d never heard of the
Codex Gigas before, sounds interesting — to provide a plausible flavor to this almost hilariously OTT tale. |
wish the author Luke Gracias had thrown in alittle Latin (‘ Caedite eos. Novit Dominus qui sunt eius’ would
have done nicely’) & Greek to flavour avery spicy pot, tho' the ingredients are overcooked & abit past their
sell-by dates.

Bam says

"To believe in God, we must believe in the existence of the Devil. Without the Devil, religion has nothing to
offer. Salvation means nothing if there are no repercussions to evil."

This book isamix of historical fiction, thriller and horror with some pretty graphic, explicit scenes of
violence. The author says about 95% of the history istrue. The Devil's Bibleisitself atruerelic of medieval
times, huge in size, containing 322 sheets, from which 12 sheets have been removed--supposedly containing
the Devil's Prayer. If that prayer is ever read, it is predicted it could unleash the apocalypse.

The plot is gripping and exciting with lots of twists and turns. | especially liked how the author relates the
current crises caused by climate change and global warming to the End Days predicted in the Biblical
Revelations. Although this book comesto a satisfying conclusion, there is (hopefully) more to come. I'm
looking forward to the sequel which the author says he hopes will be out in December of 2017.

I am grateful to the author for granting access to a free ebook copy of this book through NetGalley in
exchange for an honest review and hope the author is soon able to find a publisher for hiswork.

Maxine (Booklover Catlady) says

Thisis abook that you want to read with no preconceived ideas in mind. Just dive on in and start turning the



pages. This book was so much better than | expected and one | enjoyed for lots of reasons. Let me share
some.

If you like books like The Da Vinci Code, those with secret sects, religious secrets and conspiracies and
seekers of truth that find the dark sideisavery real thing you will love The Devil's Prayer.

Europe - Ancient monasteries, nunneries, secret corridors, locked away libraries, ancient religious books and
textsiswhat we are immersed in at the start of this fascinating novel and it hooks you pretty fast. | was
intrigued and all settled in when....

Wearein Australia, the stunning Gold Coast (know it well | lived in Brisbane for many years), immersed in
family life and I'm wondering what on earth the connection may be. The connection is huge but isnot
revealed too early in it'sentirety. We get drip fed twists, turns and messages aswe read on the writing
style used isreally effective.

There are some harrowing scenes concerning rape and nasty murdersthat | didn't see coming and it
showcased the authors versatility with writing as at times the two storylines that eventually merge into one
huge plot seem so very different. | enjoyed moving between the two. These scenes are intense, unexpected
and critical to the plot. The author could jump to crime fiction in a heartbeat!

It's been predicted that the child of the devil wasto be born at a certain time in history. That signs would
indicate the date of this dark birth. You've got to be careful if you make deals with the devil. He makes
you keep them.

There are fascinating tales of history weaved in from papal scandals and events, prophecies of saints and
monks and Nostradamus. Genghis Khan and his army annihilation of countries, lands and people, the finding
of the missing gospels of the bible and other key texts and then avery, very coveted book that is central to
the search for one woman, a destiny call no matter how HIGH the price. Totally fascinating. | kept googling
dates, names, events to see what was true and what was fiction!

Murder, mayhem, the prince of darkness, secrets, lies, danger, conspiracies- it'sall here cleverly
blended with history and modern day. | was following the journey with utter fixation. Eager to know
the outcome. Theworld dependson it.

It'sawell written book, and to be honest | wasn't sureif | would likeit but | did, | really did. It's one of those
where | would recommend it to fans of any genre asit covers so much.

My criticisms are slight - | don't think the cover does this book any favours. Knowing how much a cover
draws many readers| think it gives too harsh a message even though you learn about what the imageis al
about. | think a cover with amore mysterious thriller "feel" will attract more readers as the plot will draw
them next. I'm worried between the title and the cover too many will pass thinking it's all about satanic
worship which it's not, not in the way many think.

My only other criticism wasin partsit felt like aLOT of dates, nhames and periods of history are shared and
it'sinteresting but alot to digest. | think spreading this would read better.

Despite those minor issues| wasthrilled with thisbook and giveit 4.5 stars, almost a 5.0. It's a book
you might want to pop on your to-read list and let yourself be surprised by. | bet it's nothing you'll
expect.



How far will one mother go to protect the daughter she loves? How far? What about you? If you werein her
shoes. Characters are great in the book! Very well-developed and deliciously complex are some of them. So
many fascinating moments to share with both worldly and other-worldly folk.

Fancy something a bit different that will entertain? The Devil's Prayer will do just that.

Thanks to the author and publisher for my copy of the book to read and review via NetGalley.

Thanks for reading my review! For more of my book reviews, plenty of awesome books to win, author
interviews and features come over to join me for book fun at: https:.//www.facebook.com/BookloverCat...

To follow me on Twitter: https://www.twitter.com/promotethatbook
To enquire about joining my reviewers team: http://goo.gl/forms'GWMOvlofZg

Finally to enquire about my book publicity services: http://goo.gl/forms/eVwa2HFKnK

Erin Clemence says

In “The Devil’s Prayer”, by Luke Gracias, a nun commits suicide in abell tower during afestival in Spain. In
Australia, ayoung woman (and our protagonist) Siobhan, recognizes the nun as her mother, Denise, who
disappeared years ago, abandoning her and her younger sister. In her quest for answers, Siobhan travelsto
Spain and uncovers her mother’ s diary- detailing a horrific incident that happened to her as a young adult,
and the great lengths Denise went to to seek revenge, including making a deal with the Devil himself. As her
journey continues throughout Spain, Siobhan soon realizes that her mother’ s diary (now in her possession)
has put her life in danger and she seeks out religious figures from her mother’s past to help her on her quest.

| initially set out to rate this novel afour, but the last one hundred pages of the novel made me changeit to a
three-star rating. Initially, | thought this novel had been trandated to English from its original version, asthe
writing was choppy and awkward and the sentences seemed disconnected and just plain short (turned out not
to be the case). When | adjusted to the writing style, | began to get into the novel. The beginning of the novel
started off slow, had an addicting, fascinating middle, and fell short at the end. The last one hundred pages
(as mentioned above) were in fact so boring, | amost didn’t finish the book.

| loved Denise' s quest for revenge, and her dealings with the Devil. This part of the novel was captivating
and intriguing, and it left me wanting more. When Siobhan follows her mother’ s trail to Spain, using
Denise’'sjourna as a guide, the awkwardness of the writing continues, but it ceases to matter as the storyline
isjust so good. During the latter part of the book, when Denise (through her journal) istelling us about her
trip through various monasteries in Spain and her own quest to find the “Book of the Devil”, | felt like | was
reading a history text. In fact, | skipped several pages due to their dullness (I kept reading on, thinking “I’ll
skip this part until 1 get to a better part”.....ten pages later). The history of various religious events in the past
did not interest me and were not relevant to the story, and | would’ ve preferred if these parts had been left
out completely.

The ending was a cliff-hanger, which leads me to believe there is another story to follow. Thisis unnecessary
as, in my opinion, if the dull parts had been left out of the novel, Gracias could’ ve focused on the interesting
points and finished the novel in one fell swoop that would' ve been way more pleasurable. The choppy
writing and the dull historical (and irrelevant) facts that took up alarge portion of this novel, made it difficult



to relate and connect with the characters. | do not care enough about this novel to read the sequel. Denise's
guest for revenge was this novel’ s saving grace, and is the only thing keeping this novel dangling on the edge
of athree-star review.

Thanksto NetGalley and the publisher for afree electronic ARC of this novel, received in exchange for an
honest review.

Lisa says

“The Devil’s Prayer” is a phenomenal book that makes you want to read it over and over again. The author
blends history and fiction into a cocoon of reality that leaves the reader wondering what was historical and
what wasn’t. “The Devil’s Prayer” is extremely well researched with no shortage of details.

A mixture of “The DaVinci Code” and “Rosemary’s Baby” .... Highly recommend this new favorite of
mine.

Thank you to NetGalley, author Luke Gracias, and Australian eBook Publisher for an ARC of The Devil’'s
Prayer by Luke Gracias, in exchange for an honest review.

M ontzalee Wittmann says

The Devil’s Prayer by Luke Graciasis avery exciting and chilling read! | made the mistake of thinking |
would read a LITTLE of it before going to bed then could not STOP! | finished in the early morning hours, |
HAD to finish the book! It pulled mein from the beginning and would not let me go. A nun is chased by red
robed priest that are trying to kill her for sneaking a peek at a book that is locked away in a secluded room.
She ends up killing herself in public before they can get to her. She wasn't always a hun. She ran away six
year prior and told no one she was leaving or why. She left two kids and her mother. Why, well thisis what
the book is about, oh boy, it is soooo devilishly good! It isfull of mysteries, revenge, gruesome violence,
(most of the violence the reader really cheersfor-Yes, yesyou will!), paranormal activity, suspense, intrigue,
creepy happenings, and so many other things | can't mention because | don't want to spail it for anyone. This
isabook for the paranormal, horror fan out there that needs a good book to read. Thisis a book for someone
that needs a change of pace. Wonderful plot and lay out. Full of surprises!!! Wow. | would give this more
than 5 stars if possible. The characters are so unique and .... creepy, interesting, different, and yet real, all of
course except the paranormal ones ... and they seem to linger in the readers mind. | will be watching for book
2, he HAS to write book 2!!! Thank you NetGalley for letting me read this amazing, chilling, horrifying book
that kept me up al night! | loved it!

The sequel is scheduled for December 2017 and you can see the amazing locations of The Devil’ s Prayer at
www.devilsprayer.com.au




