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Losing him would make her overcast world one shade darker…

Navigating her way through nightmarish lands devoid of sunlight, Eyelet Elsworth races to free her beloved
Urlick Babbit, the first person to understand and accept her—differences and all. Framed for murder and
sentenced to execution, Urlick is running out of time. And the Commonwealth’s tyrannical new ruler,
Penelope Rapture, is strangely eager to speed up the clock.

Aided by a band of unusual yet loyal associates, Eyelet stumbles upon a startling rumor. And as she unravels
a secret that could challenge Penelope’s claim to the throne, Penelope vows to divert Eyelet’s
journey—straight to a dark and deadly end.

In Noir, the second thrilling addition to Jacqueline E. Garlick’s Illumination Paradox series, familiar friends
struggle against new and old enemies, shocking secrets come to light, and the truth that could save this
captivating steampunk world is revealed…if it doesn’t destroy everything first.
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From Reader Review Noir for online ebook

Carrie says

Noir is the second book in the Illumination Paradox series that started with Lumiere. Since this is the middle
of a series I won't give a rundown on what this one is about so as to not spoil it for anyone not having read
Lumiere yet. The story picks up right where Lumiere left off with Urlick and Eyelet on their adventures.

I actually believe I enjoyed Noir just a tad bit more than Lumiere. I found Eyelet a bit irritating at the start of
Lumiere but she was much better in this story. If I could give half stars this would probably rate a 4.5 but it's
just not quite a 5 star yet for me.

This book added in a few more points of view in the story which really worked wonderfully. It was nice to
expand a bit and also get to know a few of the other characters better. The adventures continued at a fast
pace which is fun to read since there is always something new being thrown in or something to deal with. I
do find it a bit odd though that the author tends to toss things in when needed without much logic to them
being there. For instance they have a dilemma, discuss what to do, then oh look a big factory in the middle of
nowhere. Of course it's fantasy though so I suppose anything can happen.

Some really funny moments in this one. Some new villains and new friends to help our heroes. A great fast
paced adventure story that I'll be looking forward to seeing how it all turns out in the next book after another
cliffhanger ending in this one.

I received a copy of this book from the publisher via NetGalley in exchange for an honest review.

For more reviews please visit https://carriesbookreviews.wordpress....

Michelle Cornwell-Jordan says

?#?SpoilerAlert? Okay if you have not read the first in The Illumination Paradox Series) then please do NOT
read this post! But if you don't mind a few spoilers then read on guys:)

My Full Review of Author Jacqueline Garlick's second book in the series ?#?Noir?
?#?Click? here to see review on ?#?Amazon? http://www.amazon.com/rev…/REP5PW966H...…
Review: I'm amazed on how the series keeps getting better and better! Picking up from where Lumiere
leaves off. Eyeslet is determined to save Urlick from prison and his imminent death! She, CL and new found
friends are thrust into a harrowing journey that literally has them running for their life as they run towards
helping their friend! I do not wish to give away any spoilers, but I will say there were a few surprises thrown
in, and faces we thought gone in the first book are back (causing problems! LOL). Plus NEW revelations and
brand-new hope for the ragtag group of friends and quite possibly their world!
Well written, passionate, weirdly wonderful just as much as the first. I loved watching the deepening of
Eyeslet and Urlick's relationship, (they could give Edward and Bella some competition!) Lol They are
fascinating, strong, resourceful characters each and everyone of Eyeslet inner circle! I loved that they are
viewed by their world (and quite possibly may be viewed that way in our own society) as the rejects of



society, but it's discovered they are the true heroes!

Fay Roberts says

As deliciously dark as it's title implies, Noir was a rip-roaring, galumphing adventure story with Freak
Shows, Asylums and tentacles - oh my! And the steam elephant is back in force, taking a much bigger role is
this book which is great for all the readers who adored him in the opening scenes of book one.

At the close of book one Urlick was carted away by Brigsmen as he stands accused of murdering professor
Smrt. It's now up to Eyelet to launch a rescue mission, complete with handy gadgets and Crazy Legs (a no
armed ally). Enlisting the help of CL'S former Freak Show companions and making an invention that allows
their horse to fly, things seem to be going swimmingly until Eyelet is captured too by the new ruler of the
Commonwealth and thrown into the Asylum - and let me tell you, this Asylum makes Arkham seem like a
detox centre on a tropical island.

With people getting captured left, right and centre, and new pieces of the jigsaw puzzle that makes up the
story getting tossed their way every couple of chapters, our bands to-do list reads like the journal list in a
role-play game - ever expanding, growing, and conflicting. At any point in time someone needs rescuing,
they have to find the lost vial of antidote, they have to get to a lab and create antidote, they need to clear up
the skies, put the correct ruler on the throne and find Limpidious; and if they find time and someone willing
to do it Eyelet and Urlick would quite like to get married (well Urlick would, Eyelet is happy living in sin).

Garlick has a great writing style and a wonderful turn of phrase. I love her similes which are different
without being off the wall or nonsensical. I’m not sure if this is going to be a trilogy or a series at this point.
Although the story comes to a conclusion there are a lot of loose ends to tie up. Garlick seems to have a
talent for moving the storyline along quite nicely though; I found there was a lot of ground covered without
dwelling on it and a main focus being kept on the adventure.

A fast-paced action adventure.

Simona Bartolotta says

*I received this copy from the publisher via NetGalley in exchange for an honest review*

This one was even worse than the previous one -and if you've read Lumière, you know how low is the bar
I'm taking.

For one thing, the plot is ridiculous -or better, at first it's nonexistent and then, past the half, it finally deigns
to give itself some shape. And, punctually, it does it badly. A the beginning the group has to save the boy,
then to save the girl, then to save the maid (the perpetual guest, the mama bear, whatever), and that's the end.
Isn't that quite repetitive or it is just an impression of mine?
And the revelation about Ulrick's birth? So trashy and pathetic I don't even want to talk about it.

The character developing is still lacking. And, for that matter, I'm still looking for characters. I didn't have a



glimpse of any in this book. Oh, wait, now that I think about it maybe there was a little girl, always moaning
and complaining about the trouble se got her and her team into... she had something to do with buttons, of
this I'm sure.

The writing style is maybe the worst thing of all. It's really annoying, grey and yet unrealistic. The first
person does nothing but rendering the characters even more unbearable, they're so whiny and weepy,
spending all their time wondering "who will save me now" and praying god to undo their mess. I admire
your faith, guys, but what about rolling up your sleeves by yourselves?

I'm very sad and disappointed beacuse I know this story had potential. It just makes me angry to see such a
waste.

Vanessa ?Queen Alchemy ? Novel Nerd Faction? says

The world that Garlick creates is so very involved and compelling. There are so many details and mysterious
things to muddle over in your brain as you read. This book is a great sequel! This book is a non-stop
adventure that you can't pull away from.

What I liked
I really loved the dual point of views. Hearing things from the point of view of each characters is awesome.
It really helps to get a better feel for the story when you can see what's going on in each characters mind. It
leaves less speculation and makes for a great story.

I also loved the introduction of new characters in this. We get to meet new characters and they are described
so very vividly that it makes you feel like you are there with them. The details are what really make these
characters come to life. I also loved the character development, not only of the new characters but of the
characters from the first book as well.

The world that Garlick has created is unique. It has so many different elements in it and it is quite involved.
So much detail and great descriptions really make this world stand out as you are reading.

What I didn't like
I would have liked to have had more of the questions answered in this book that popped up in the first book.
We have mention of a world in the clouds, but have not discovered if it exists and how. There really isn't a
good explanation for her mother becoming a Valkyrie. What is the significance of the device and how did it
make the world fall apart? How do these things fit together? These things aren't really answered and I think
that a little more details or clues would have made the book that much stronger.

I am not too keen on cliffhangers, and this book has a cliffhanger ending. Now please excuse me while I
bang my head on the wall for a few moments. Argh.

Would I Recommend It
I would absolutely recommend this book to others. For those that are imaginative and love good twists and
exciting adventures, this is just the book for you! Go get this series now. You will thank me later. Now bring
on the next book, pretty please?



Lara says

I received this book for review through NetGalley and have mixed feelings about it. On the one hand it is
well-written and has a fast pace. However, the characters are always desperate and in crisis and I felt the
entire book should have been written with exclamation points at the end of every sentence. It was tiring. And
then there's the cliffhanger.

The first book ended with the hero and heroine having admitted their feelings for each other, Eyelet having
done something pretty nasty to Flossie, and Urlick taking a big risk that saves them but also ends with him
being taken into custody. This book picks up immediately afterward and I felt it was driven, but not logical.
For instance, Eyelet spends some undetermined, but long, time rushing to safety through the forest. When
she finally arrives, she immediately is thrown into a major planning session, crisis management, and
engineering a design for a new mechanical device. She doesn't rest, doesn't eat, just keeps going at top speed
and performance for hours. I understand she's driven by fear, but to not even feel tired? Not realistic at all.

Flossie's character, while selfish in the first book, has become very one dimension and grasping. Some of her
decisions are also nonsensical. Some of the chapters are from her perspective, and at times it appeared she
said things out loud that should have been only thought.

We also get chapters from CL's perspective, which was a bit fun, but it wasn't about character development,
or even much plot movement, but more to illustrate what was going on when none of the other main
characters were present.

There are also chapters from Urlick's perspective in which he learns some important new information.
However, he is relatively passive for much of the book with Eyelet remaining the driver for most of the
action. Unfortunately, she isn't completely open with Urlick, and that plays into the cliffhanger at the end.
And it is quite a cliffhanger, too.

This is definitely a book to read after the first, as it does not stand alone at all. When I first requested it I
didn't realize the series continued on after this one, and hadn't kept up on the numbering, so was unpleasantly
surprised by the cliffhanger. The book does introduce some new characters, one who is a greater part of the
action than the others. There is also an aspect of sexual violence that I found really troubling and that was not
addressed in a serious way in the book. This book is full of revelations. While there is a lot of yelling and
running around and frantic action, it felt like the scenes where they put their new knowledge to use to change
things went strangely easily. And death is far too often the "satisfactory" end result of dealing with enemies.
2.5 stars.

Emma Ferl says

I stopped reading around 80 % of the book. I couldn't endure it any longer. I must admit I got the first two
books because I'm a sucker for Steampunk and those beautiful covers really got me. I only didn't collect the
third book because I've learned not to be too optimistic about YA novels.

I really appreciated the dance both protagonists danced around each other in the first book. But as soon as I
understood two thirds of the book would be them apart trying to save each other, I started skimming through



it. It's not that the cast of supporting characters isn't endearing. It's more that they don't help the plot. They
serve more to expand the story into a trilogy.

And spoilers start here, so beware...

I spotted at least three comments over the MCs not being fit enough to run arond that made me cringe. Those
teenagers are doing almost nothing else but running for their life and they're still alive. Stop telling me
they're not good runners or that Uldrich should stay in his lab. Adrenaline can only help you so much.

As nice as it is that Uldrich doesn't have a chiseled face gifted from the angels, Eyelet is far too pretty and
rape-enducing to compensate for it. It didn't happen once but twice, that the temporary villains were set on
raping her. Has everyone turned into a sex-maniac over the course of the first book? Where was the memo?

Also, the last book ended with our MC both killing people to survive and clearly not feeling too sorry about
doing it. They were the bad guys after all. Now, morals are back and they hesitate to kill people once more.
Like that intoxicated freakshow manager who only think about having fun after strangling a armless man to
near death. Eyelet go as far as trying to tell the mother of Flossie her daughter could still be alive. Although
she's Turned. Zombified mist or the likes. She's only half-turned, but well...

This brings me to something that's really lacking in this serie as of yet. A good explanation over how this
Commonwealth works politically. It's the industrial revolution. Mechanized everything can serve to help in
your everyday life. We have the rich living in the city, while the poors live in Gear, and the criminals get
thrown on the outskirts of the world, to die from the toxic Vapors or Turn into something not quite human,
but that seem to retain a mind and memories. The Commonwealth has a Ruler. His infant son died under the
care of Eyelet's mother, which was the reason why she was executed in the first book. Now, it's only because
she used to talk to crows and was a Valkyrie (a witch). Who care about that infant son? Maybe he was made
up by a figment of my imagination. The Ruler died from cancer apparently and it seems that anybody at the
head of the Academy can replace him. Professor Smrt (Smart or not? who knows) replaced him, only to die
and immediately be replaced by Professor Penelope. How does that work exactly? How can you inherit
political and military power as though you were playing a game of toss the ball?

Knowledge is power, so science is power, so professors have powers... Apparently, Penelope and Smrt were
poisoning the water and skies, blocking out the sun to make everyone sick and purge their Commonwealth
from the weak. There is no more details than this. Why would we need any more? It makes the villains pretty
flat and interchangeable. I don't fear them. I fear the aphazard bullets and Eyelet's epilepsy more.

So flat villains, new characters introduced because of the gadgets they can bring into the story, or a potential
love triangle or potential love interest for side characters or... You see where this is going. There is lots of
stuff happening all over the place for the second book to stall long enough.

Am I too hard on this plot? Things start out simple enough. Urdlich is sentenced to death and imprisonned.
Eyelet wants to save him. On the way there, she spot the mechanized elephant she'd liked as a child and has
to check things out for herself. She gets captured, sent to the asylum where her new nemisis' twin sister will
make her life a nightmare. Uldrich get saved at the cost of a little boy's life. It appears he is the rightful heir
to the throne. My god, there's a throne and a royal family. That's what the Ruler and that feverish baby were.
Okay, let's scrap this information for now and have it pop back later. Surely it will help have things falling
together in the long run. Eyelet needs to be rescued. Elephant driver and jealous Uldrich to the rescue with
Ernest Crazy Legs. Potential amnesia for those who try to run from the Asylum because of drugs, liquid
doors and stuff. Eyelet briefly forget her love, like three times, than remember him from a kiss. YAY!



There's YA in yay after all.

Meanwhile, we have the evil rejected daughter of two of our three main villains plotting against Eyelet and
planning to have Uldrich cure her from her half ghoulish Turned state. Penelope has lost all her importance
as a villain, so has her twin sister. Alright, main villain for the last part? *sighs*

The team takes a breather outside of the big evil city. Teenage hormones flare. Eyelet is coughing a lot.
Radiation induced cancer on the horizon? Means they should go back to the Core of radiation and look for
the key to everyone's future, which is now in our favorite half-ghoul possession.

Yikes!

The search reveals a beautiful underground half underwater mine where the ground sounds really
comfortable. Hormones are given free reins in the name of love. Don't get me wrong here. The pairing's
evolution is THE one of the main reasons why I kept reading thus far. And in their cheesy way, those two are
really sweet. But it felt much more as though Eyelet was rushing through things beause of her looming death
while Uldrich just rolled with it. I don't blame him. That boy didn't get any love for most of his life. I guess
my main problem is how romanticized this one scene was compared to every time Eyelet was disgusted by
the men intending to rape her or ogle her.

One last detail now, the tag line "How much do you trust me?" gets overrated quite fast. I understand the
meaning of it, how deep and important those word are. But I was already fed up of them by the half of the
first book. And it never seems to stop.

So the endline after this monstrous rant, -I'm sorry for it-, this serie held promises. But the villains are too
flat, the main characters rushing without thinking enough, the explanation for the mysteries thrown in our
face and the romance somewhat believable and unbelievable at the same time. I couldn't believe how quickly
Eyelet started throwing herself in his arms out of fear. I wanted to find it sweet, but it made her look less
solid. It might only be me, but I came out of this book with a lot of unanswered questions and
disappointment

I did like the living cycle. I liked most of Uldrich's creations, although Eyelet's intelligence didn't shine
enough to my taste. Whenever she hesitated to point out something working wrongly, I wondered if she
disdained Uldrich or doubted herself because of the way her world worked. Man/woman equality was far
from reach, but we still have a lot of women in powerfull positions on the side of the villains...

Also magic. I don't think the magic was necessary here. I like the crows at first. But I prefer when magic
follow a bit more rules.

Shelley says

**I received this book for free from (Publisher) via (NetGalley) in exchange for an honest review. This does
not affect my opinion of the book or the content of my review.**

*Genre* Young Adult, Steampunk
*Rating* 4.0



*My Thoughts*

Noir is the second installment in The Illumination Paradox series by author Jacqueline Garlick. The story
picks up right where Lumière left off. Urlick has been captured and imprisoned by Professor Penelope
Rapture waiting to be dipped to death after being found guilty of murdering Professor Smrt. Eyelet, CL, Iris,
and Cordelia try to put together a plan to rescue him before its too late. This includes allying themselves with
CL's former Freak Show posse (Martin, Reeke, Sadar & Wanda). This also includes finding a way to make a
horse fly (Success!) and using various steampunk gadgetry to break Urlick out of his prison.

*Full Review Posted @ Gizmos Reviews 10/10/2015*

http://gizmosreviews.blogspot.com/201...
Expected publication: September 22nd 2015 by Skyscape

Caron says

I received this book from the publisher on NetGalley in exchange for an honest review.

Noir is the second instalment in the Illumination Paradox series. It picks up right where Lumière ended and
that's great if the books are read back to back.

Noir- like Lumière is about Eyelet Elsworth and Urlick Babbit and their little gang basically trying to set
things right in their crazy world. Unlike the first book, Noir adds more perspectives of other characters,
which I enjoyed. I especially enjoyed C.L's POV's as they were the most action-packed and daring.

I didn't enjoy this book as much as I did the first one. It wasn't as interesting to me and I found it a bit
repetitive and predictable. It took me quite a well to finish as I kept putting it off due to distractions and my
lack of interest.

Other than the actual story, I found that the writing style was the same as the first book, in other words, it
was great and it didn't bore me. It was a bit unfortunate that by the ending there wasn't much to look forward
to.

Actual rating: 2.5 stars

Karissa says

This is the second book in the Illumination Paradox by Garlick. The first book in this series had some
excellent world-building and great steampunk elements. This book was a bit more scattered and I didn’t like
it quite as much as the first one.

Eyelet must rescue Urlick before it’s too late. However she will need to journey through the woods (which
are full of the Infirm and criminals) as well as sneak back into the city of Brethern (where she is a wanted



criminal) to do so. Luckily she has Crazy Legs (aka CL) to help her out and they are able to hook up with
freak show train and sneak into the city undercover. Things don’t go as planned and suddenly Eyelet finds
herself a prisoner of the dreaded insane asylum she’s worked her whole life to avoid.

This book switches POV a lot more than the first one. We hear from Eyelet, Urlick, Flossie and CL quite a
bit. I honestly didn’t enjoy the parts from CL or Flossies’s POV much; I just had trouble engaging with those
characters.

I thought this book was also a lot more scattered than the first one. The whole plot around the illumination
device and how it can save or destroy the world was brushed aside as Eyelet rushed to rescue Urlick and then
Urlick rushed to rescue Eyelet. Rather than broaden the awesome world shown to the reader in the first book,
this book seemed to ignore the world in place of all this rushing around and rescuing folks. There are still a
lot of intriguing steampunk devices throughout the story so that was good to see.

A large portion of the story takes place in Madhouse Brink, the very asylum Eyelet was desperately trying to
avoid. Madhouse Brink was a disturbing, strangely illogical (I know it’s a madhouse), and inexplicable
addition to the story. A lot of weird things that are in this place seem to be there for novelty and not any
other reason in particular; they are also never well explained. It was just...an odd addition to the story.

Eyelet and Urlick are both flawed characters, but I admired their devotion to each other and their dedication
to their friends. The plot does take some interesting turns and I am curious to see how things play out in the
third and final book.

This book leaned more toward the new adult or adult age group rather than young adult. The scenes in
Madhouse Brink get very violent, gory, and disturbing. There is also a lot of fairly explicit and romance-
style talk about sex (although the act itself is never gone through in detail). I was just a bit surprised at how
much “adult” content there was given that the first book was pretty YA friendly.

Overall this was an okay book in this series. It had more adult content (sex, torture, gore) than the first book.
I also though the plot was scattered and didn’t enjoy the addition of Flossie’s and CL’s points of view.
However I do still find this world intriguing and am curious as to how the story will play out. I will most
likely pick up the last book in the series. I would tentatively recommend this series to those who are looking
for more YA steampunk.

Monique says

I received this book for free through NetGalley
This was a good sequel but I didn't find it as captivating as the first. The world building wasn't as great and
the plot was a little more scattered. Overall though I still enjoyed the journey but I can't give it more than 3
stars.

Jessica (Goldenfurpro) says

This and other reviews can be found on The Psychotic Nerd



I received an ecopy of this book in exchange for a honest review

Actual Rating; 3.5 Stars

 MY THOUGHTS
This book takes off where after the cliffy in the last book. Urlick is imprisoned and Eyelet must travel to save
him from potential death. And then a whole bunch of stuff happens...

Yeah, that's a terrible summary, you can read the synopsis and it basically gives away many of the crazy
things and dangers these characters endure, which is a lot . If you're worried about middle book syndrome,
don't be. Sure, the two main characters are separated, which is common in middle books, but A LOT
happens. I couldn't have possibly have given this book a good synopsis without giving anything away. This
book is very action-packed and just when you think that everyone's good, there's another danger. I will admit
that because so much was going on, everything felt a bit jumbled and scattered. Throughout it all, though, we
also learn a whole bunch of new information and there were plenty of surprises. Boy, were there surprises.

Like the last book, this book is from both Eyelet's and Urlick's perspective. This is pretty darn handy because
they are separated a lot and we kind of need both sides of the story. Again, I didn't love them, but neither did
I hate them. Their characters felt like normal YA characters, but they were both developed characters.

Now, the ending. It sucked. Jacqueline Garlick likes to torture us apparently because this book ends in
another cliffhanger. And it's a horrible cliffhanger! The type of cliffhanger that messes with your emotions
and causes you to stare at the page, as if another, new page will appear with the actual ending. Needless to
say, I basically need the next book.

 IN CONCLUSION
Overall, I thought that this was a great sequel. If you excuse the emotional trauma from the ending, I enjoyed
it. I just need the next book now. Please?

Sharon Mariampillai says

I received a copy from Netgalley, in exchange for an honest review.

Actual Rating: 3.5

This was an interesting read. The story was great. I did like the fast pace, and the action. However, I did feel
like the alternating points of view did take away from the characters. I did not feel the same connection to the
characters as I did in book 1. I feel that made the book less relatable. The ending was good. I will continue
the series to see what will happen in book 3. Overall, a great read.

Nancy says

This was good. I enjoyed the love story and the steampunk elements.



Fafa's Book Corner says

This review will also be posted on both of my blogs:
http://fafasbookcorner.blogspot.ca/
https://fafasbookcorner.wordpress.com/

I recieved this arc via Netgalley and Skyscape and Two Loins in exchange for an honest review.

Going into this book I was worried that it would suffer second book syndrome. But I was happily wrong as
this book was amazing!

Noir picks up with Flossie's point of view where the readers find out that she is alive and has become one of
the turned. Readers also get to see from her eyes Urlick's arrest scene. During the chapter Flossie finds out
that she has some leverage over the infirmed and uses them to do her bidding throughout the whole book.
We are then taken to Eyelets point of view as she makes her way to Urlick's place. Upon reaching there the
group devise a plan to save Urlick. As a mode of transportation Eyelet suggests they make wings for Urlick's
horse. They all agree. C.L. then suggests getting his old circus friends to help them. His plan is to kill the
ring master and convince his old friends into helping them save Urlick. Meanwhile Urlick is in jail and is
miserable. A boy whose name is Sebastian agrees to be Urlick's eyes and ears until his execution and in
return Urlick agrees to bail Sebastian out of jail.

It was nearly interesting to read all about the new characters and how they play a role in the overall plot. We
get to read new point of views in this book and delve into some of the characters pasts. This book takes place
within three days so it is much faster than the first book. We find out more about how the world came to be
the way it is. It ends on a cliffhanger which means that there will be a third book.

If you did not enjoy the first book I would still give this one a shot considering how much better this book is
compared to the first one. If you don't want to try this then considering your experience with the first book
then I completely understand. For those who haven't read the series I would definitely recommend this! To
be honest this is one of the most unique series I have ever read! I can't wait for the third book :)


