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Mystery novelist Hazel Martin’s maid suspects foul play when her childhood friend Doris jumps from the
third-story turret of Farnsworth Abbey. Unable to resist an investigation, especially one that’s staged to look
like suicide, Hazel calls in help from her chauffeur, her cook, and even the mysterious butler her husband
hired before his death. Hazel soon learns that Doris’s death was no accident. Someone had a secret, and they
wanted to keep it that way.

With her trusty Siamese cat, Dickens, by her side and handsome Detective Chief Inspector Gibson at her
disposal, Hazel follows a trail of clues to reveal a surprise twist that even the killer didn’t suspect.

USA Today Bestselling Author Leighann Dobbs brings back the spirit of the Golden Age of mysteries in this
classic whodunit set in the 1920s.
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From Reader Review Murder by Misunderstanding for online
ebook

Ann Bahil says

The setting is 1920s Great Britain. The main character, Hazel, is a 30-something widow of a police detective.
Her maids friend, a ladies maid in another household, fell or was thrown to her death from a third story
window. Hazel and her servants join forces with a police detective to solve the murder.

This is an entertaining read which has the potential to be a good series. Hazel becomes a little irritating when
she doesn't pick up on clues that are somewhat obvious to the reader. I would read more of the series because
I like the setting, but Hazel needs to live up to her potential.

Pat says

These are OK mysteries. I do enjoy the characters. I am able to guess most of the "who dun it" plot. The
books are a short read and enjoyable.

Gail says

Another charming mystery in the Hazel Martin series. Hazel, a widowed mystery writer, is still mourning her
detective chief inspector husband while writing her novels, a developing new iconoclastic relationships with
her staff. When her maid asks her to look into the apparent suicide of another lady's maid in the household of
the ancient family of Lord Wakefield, her compassion and curiosity is awakened. Her social status gains her
entree into these homes along with her fame as a bestselling author. As she inserts herself into the
investigation, she again partners the delightful Chief Inspector she now calls Michael.

The mystery is complicated enough to keep the interest in this frothy, short novel. While some reactions and
elements are somewhat implausible to me, the journey is fun!

Prachi Deore says

Boring!

Hardly any mystery at all. Knew who the murderer was barely a quarter into the book. What kind of
detective goes around in crazy convoluted circles like this!

Kathleen says



4.5 stars. I enjoyed this second book in the Hazel Martin Mystery series. I have not read the first one. This is
a period piece reminiscent of Downton Abbey with a few twists. The series takes place in 1920's England.
This is a standalone story that will not leave you feeling left out from not reading the first one.
Hazel is a fairly recent widow approximately 35 years old, who writes mystery novels. Her deceased
husband was a Detective/Inspector with the police department and he used to discuss his cases with her.
Since his passing, Hazel discusses her plots and theories with her Siamese cat, Dickens.
One of Hazel’s servants requests of Hazel to figure out what really happened to her childhood friend. She is
convinced the young lady did not commit suicide.
This is where it swerves from the standard English period piece, Hazel's staff (her cook, maid, chauffeur and
butler) help her in solve the crime along with Detective Chief Inspector Michael Gibson. whom clearly is
interested in Hazel.
I liked the differences between Hazel’s treatment of her staff and the entitled stereotypical treatment of staffs
in England.
This is clearly a case of cover ups and keeping up appearances. I did like the intrigue, the twists and turns ,
and well developed characters. Hoping to see more of this series.
I received an ARC from the author and the opinions expressed here are strictly my own.

Catherine Winslow says

I pretty much love everything I've read from Leighann Dobbs. I did purchase the first Hazel Martin book
because it was written by Leighann, but haven't read it yet. I did receive the opportunity to read the 2nd book
for a review. I wasn't sure if I would like 1920s era (though I love historical, much earlier eras), but I'm glad
I did. I didn't feel like I missed anything by reading the book out of order. I like the main character, Hazel,
and felt the book flowed effortlessly. A nice plot and I love her description of the setting. I'm partial to
Leighann's book as they are well-written, but also how she draws the reader into the story. Very talented with
her different series.

Meaghan says

While I like the characters, the mystery was too simple. I figured out the motive and guilty party early on and
found myself annoyed with Hazel for overlooking so much.

Thomas says

Hazel decides to investigate the death of Doris, her maids childhood friend and godmother's niece. Because
Maggie is certain that her friend would not jump from a third story window and commit suicide. Detective
Chief Inspector Gibson welcomes Hazels help, as she had been very helpful in a previous case. Hazel is up
against old and titled money, and is appalled at the attitudes of the upper aristocracy towards their servants
being as it's in the early 1920's.
The Mistress of the house is determined to give her children the perfect matches to continue the family name,
and preserve the honor of their name. While rying to prevent one of her children from acting rashly, she
overlooks the actions of others in her household.
Lee Dobbins brings a story rife with deception, scandal, and the bigoted attitudes of the very rich, and the



assurance that their names and fortunes are above reproach, even while their actions are not. The story has
nicely defined characters, a strong plot line, and plenty of twist in it to make yourself second guess your
second guess about who the murderer will be.

Lisa Millett says

I loved this book as it is set in 1920s England. It begins with our heroine Hazel Martin, a mystery writer who
has a maid come to her about the supposed suicide of her childhood friend. The young lady is the maid at
Farnsworth Abbey and she has reportedly jumped from the turret room. Hazel's maid doesn't believe that she
would have committed suicide so she asks Hazel to investigate. Hazel rushes off to the Farnsworth Abbey to
offer her condolences and to begin investigating. She speaks with Mrs. Farnsworth as well as to some of the
servants under the guise of using the information in one of her books. At first it looks like the maid might
have had a lovers quarrel and she did commit suicide. Hazel enlists all of her servants and with their help
begins to unravel the mystery proving that it was murder. Also a very handsome chief inspector aides her to
the surprising end. I highly recommend this book to any and all cozy mystery readers. You will love it.

Gail Gassen says

A delightful mystery

I enjoyed this fun and lovely mystery.. I liked the first one in this series much more than this book, I was a
bit disappointed in that, except this is a wonderful book on its own. Its a delightful mystery really, & well
worth the time & money. I enjoyed all the characters & how they all worked together too find the killer. I
like how they enter acted with each making them more of a family instead of servants & mistress. I'm
looking forward too the next book in the Hazel Martin Mysteries!

Merry Chapman says

A period piece taking place in the early 20s has widow of a detective and murder mystery author Hazel
Martin getting involved in solving the mystery surrounding the death of Doris, a maid who worked for a very
upper crust family, the Farnsworths. The Farnsworths pushed the suicide narrative but Hazel's maid, Maggie
was Doris' childhood friend and knew her well enough to suspect something wrong. In Maggie's mind
suicide was out the question. So...Hazel, with her entire staff set out to find the answers along with Inspector
Gibson who was friends with her husband and actually let her follow what clues she found as long as they
shared information and she was very careful. There are a lot of twists and turns and red-herrings. The ending
will surprise you. I loved this book, the story flowed and was well written. I highly recommend this book to
anyone who loves period mysteries with lots of surprises. I received an ARC from the author, but the
opinions expressed here are stricly my own.

Mara says

4.5 stars. I enjoyed this second book in the Hazel Martin Mystery series more than the first one. The series



takes place in 1920's England and this one "feels" more English than the first one. You don't have to read the
first book to understand this one. Hazel is a fairly recent (3 yrs) widow in her mid to late 30's, who writes
mystery novels. Her deceased husband was a Detective/Inspector with the police department and he used to
discuss his cases with her. Since he's deceased Hazel discusses her theories with her Siamese cat, Dickens.
This book in the series has Hazel trying to figure out who killed Doris, a maid at a nearby Jacobean estate
who was a childhood friend of Hazel's maid Maggie. The pieces don't fit. The people who might've had a
motive have solid alibis and the ones who have the means have no motive. What is Hazel missing?
I love how Hazel's staff (her cook, maid, chauffeur and butler) help her in solving the crime. Of course
Detective Chief Inspector Gibson (Michael) is there solving the murder and this time he doesn't try to stop
Hazel from doing her own sleuthing. I guess he learned his lesson from the previous murder. I like how we're
shown the difference in the way the titled treated their staff and the way Hazel treats hers. I also like how
Hazel is slowing warming up to Detective Chief Inspector Gibson a.k.a. Michael.
I admit I figured out who the murderer was a couple of chapters before the end, but I thought it was a good
mystery.

Patricia Taylor says

Murder By Misunderstanding is the second book in the Hazel Martin Mysteries series by Leighann Dobbs. It
is the story of mystery novelist Hazel Martin. Her maid has asked her to investigate the death of her friend
Doris, a maid in a neighboring household. It is being said that Doris committed suicide but Hazel’s maid
knows this cannot be the truth. Hazel quickly learns that Doris did not commit suicide .She also learns that
there are many secrets being kept in the residents of the house.

With the help of her staff, her Siamese cat, Dickens and of course Detective Chief Inspector Gibson Hazel is
able to work through the secrets and clues to discover what happened. With all the secrets there is one secret
even the killer wasn’t aware of.

I especially loved this book as we got to know Hazel’s staff and Detective Chief Inspector Gibson better. I
also liked that Hazel’s staff helped her solve the case. If you like cozy mysteries then this is a must read.

Disclaimer-I was given this book by the author in exchange for an honest review.

Joanne says

Murder by Misunderstanding is the second book in the Hazel Martin Mysteries series by USA Today
bestselling author, Leighann Dobbs. This is the first book I have read from this series, but it was written as a
stand-alone so I didn’t feel as if I was missing “pieces” or relevant details. The setting is based on England in
the 1920’s. I’d classify it as a historical fiction cozy mystery story. The protagonist, Hazel, is a young widow
who writes mystery novels. Hazel is an astute woman who learned quite about crime and murder
investigations from her deceased spouse who was employed as a police Inspector. Now Dickens, Hazel’s
Siamese cat, listens intently as she sounds out ideas and theories for her mysteries. Doris, her maid Maggie’s
childhood friend and godmother's niece has died. The authorities believe she committed suicide. Maggie
strongly disagrees and asks Hazel to investigate. In cozy mystery style vs. historical fiction, Hazel's cook,
maid, chauffeur and butler, as well as, Detective Chief Inspector Michael Gibson, help her in informally



investigate Maggie’s death. It becomes apparent that the circumstances surrounding Maggie’s death have
been covered up! Hazel is up against old and titled money, and is appalled at the attitudes of the upper
aristocracy towards their servants being as it's in the early 1920's. The characters are well-developed and the
plot is crafted with unexpected twists and turns. Ms. Dobbs accurately portrays attitudes of the aristocrats of
this time period and the extent of scandal, deceit, and skullduggery. I recommend this book to anyone who
enjoys a well-integrated historical fiction book with all elements of a cozy mystery. I enjoyed this book,
appreciated the attention to detail and I’m looking forward to the next book in this series.

Disclaimer: I received an ARC from the author and the opinions expressed here are strictly my own.

Darlene says

After the loss of her husband Hazel misses her sleuthing. When she is asked by her maid to look into her
friends death and Detective Gibson is ok with that the journey begins. Hazel quickly decides that it was not
suicide as reported by the Mistress of the house. There are many twists and turns and it seems for awhile that
there really is no one who could have done anything to her because all are accounted for. You will need to
read the book to find out what happens but it is another great story by Leighann Dobbs. I loved the book and
can truthfully say that if you enjoy a good mystery you will love this one.


