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When a girl with no family meets a guy with too much...

For Tori Morgan, family's a blessing the universe hasn't sent her way. Her parents are long gone, and her
chance of having a baby is slipping away. For Nick Santangelo, family's more like a curse. His nonna is a
closet kleptomaniac, his mom's a menopausal time bomb, and his motherless daughter is headed for serious
boy trouble.

But summer on the Jersey shore can be an enchanted season, when love can bring together the most unlikely
prospects. A hard-headed contractor and a lonely reader of Tarot cards? All it takes is... A Little Light Magic
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From Reader Review A Little Light Magic for online ebook

Gail says

Yet another in my Rita Finalist reads. This one is in the Single Title Contemporary Romance category.

And again, it's a good read. It was formatted a little strangely as an e-book, but not bad. Just a lot of funky
font sizes.

Hero is a contractor who's agreed to stop by and talk to someone who needs some remodeling/fixing up
done. He doesn't do little jobs like this any more, but when he meets the heroine--who wants to fix up her
great-aunt's tiny Atlantic City house as a store, with living quarters in back--he's not so sure he wants to turn
her down. Except she's a kook. She's going to sell woo-woo New Age stuff, and tell fortunes.

When he leaves, the heroine gets out one of her stash of candle magic kits she got from a hoodoo woman in
Louisiana, and lights it, wishing for what she wants. Family, not the store. And for some unfathomable
reason, the hero turns around and comes back.

There's a lot of angst here, a lot of fun family characters--the hero has a rocky relationship with his late-teen
daughter, and his youngest brother, and frankly, behaves like a jerk to the heroine all too often. Made me
wonder why she put up with him, from time to time. But Nash motivates his behavior pretty well, and does
have him grovel pretty decently when he needs to. He does know when he acts like a jerk, and tries to fix it
pretty quick, but I did want to smack him upside the head a few times. Still, it was a good read. I enjoyed it,
and I can see why it is a Rita finalist.

Kristin says

This book gets 3.5 stars from me but I'm rounding up because I truly did enjoy it. The story follows Tori
Morgan, a young woman who has just moved back to the Jersey shore. Tori grew up in a broken home with
her mother battling drug addiction problems and dragging them in and out of various boyfriends homes.
Eventually Tori's mom dies of a drug overdose when she is around 10 years old and she moves in with her
aunt at the Jersey shore. Two years later her aunt has a stroke and she is forced into the foster system until
she eventually ages out. Years later Tori inherits her aunts home in the Jersey shore and moves back to open
a new age shop as well as live in the space. The home she inherits is in really bad shape and doesn't pass
inspection to live in or open a shop in. She hires Nick to do the repair work at her property and predictably
they are attracted to each other. Nick is from a large italian family, a single father to a 17 year old girl, and
his mother and grandmother live with him. Tori wants a baby throughout the novel as she is told by a doctor
that she might become infertile due to a medical condition. Her desire for a child brings conflict to her
relationship with Nick as he feels that he will never want another child and is having so much trouble with
his current teenager. Tori falls in love with Nick and his family and his desire to never have another wife or
child really drive a nail in their relationship. Eventually the characters reach their HEA and the book ends up
with Tori finding her family and Nick learning to open up.

Overall it was a sweet book where the characters truly moved the plot along. I cared for the characters which
is important to me for a good book. I felt that Tori's character was originally portrayed as too wacko with a
burning passion for palm reading, tarot cards and psychic visions. As the book moves along this immediate



impression doesn't become a major part of her character and I feel that her personality with new age ideas is
lost by the end of the book. In a way it was good to not have her such a fanatic about it but I felt that she
became just another female character in a romance book that didn't have as much identifying personality as
she could have. Nick's relationship with his family is interesting to watch unfold and I truly enjoyed learning
about it. I even enjoyed being in Nick's teenage daughter's perspective and the minor side plot she plays with
her boyfriend. Overall I enjoyed the book and would recommend it.

Inara says

It seems I´m in the minority here with my rating of this book! Actually at first I really wanted to give it only
one star! Why? Because I disliked the heroine so much, really, her baby obsession was more than annoying.
As would any problem be solved by getting a baby! Her health problem, the reason why she so badly wanted
to get pregnant was so far-fetched I almost couldn´t believe it. She couldn´t go to a hospital for medical
treatment because her mother died in one! I couldn´t stop rolling my eyes. And it didn´t matter that she had
no money and the chosen daddy-to-be had NO interest in becoming a father because he already had a
daughter and wasn´t prepared for a long time relationship, no Tori wanted a baby. Period.
No, this book was a bore and the heroine was in dire need of a psychotherapist in my opinion. And the title
of the book was a bit misleading (okay, I admit I was hoping for a bit more paranormal action) but there was
only one scene or two of candle magic thrown in for good measure, totally unimportant for the storyline.
I didn´t really enjoy reading this book and it will not stay on my keeper shelf, that´s for sure...

Sandy M says

What a wonderful book this is! I enjoyed every last word of it. It’s that perfect book to sit on the beach, on
the patio, under a huge shade tree and just lose yourself in. New love, young love, family, fear for that
family, fun, danger and so much more is jam packed between the covers of this book.

Tori has just inherited a small beach house from her Aunt Millie, the last of her family. She’s now alone in
the world and is trying to make a go of one of her dreams. But work needs to be done on the house before
she can open Destiny’s Gate to sell her crystals and tarot card readings, among other things. Finding a
contractor to get her up to code is a little more difficult than she thought it would be. When her last hope
walks out the door because her job is too small, Tori breaks out her last resort - one of a number of spell
packs given to her by a New Orleans witch.

Not needing a headache like the kooky woman he just met, Nick doesn’t have time for her fixer-upper with
all his huge and problem-ridden jobs this summer. But something makes him change his mind, and before he
knows it, he’s back at Tori’s door letting her know he can work on her place nights and weekends himself.
Why not, she’s easy on the eyes and it’s been a while since he’s had female companionship, so this just
might work out for all involved.

And while there is all kinds of fun as Nick and Tori get to know one another while fixing up her store, so
much more is going on in their lives that is both funny as can be but also heartbreaking and nearly tragic.
Tori is still recuperating from a miscarriage and now longs to have a child in her life. Her ex-boyfriend
wanted nothing to do with a child, so Tori wanted no more to do with him. Learning she has a condition that



can be helped only by either surgery or becoming pregnant, she thinks about a fertility clinic. Until things
heat up between her and Nick, that is.

But Nick is divorced and has a 17-year-old daughter, who is now giving him fits when it comes to the
teenage lifeguard she thinks she’s in love with. He doesn’t want pregnancy to ruin her life like it did his, and
then his wife up and left him after Leigh was born. On top that his mother is not herself lately, mysteriously
disappearing every Thursday night; his grandmother can’t keep her klepto hands to herself; his youngest
brother is always out goofing around at his Hollywood auditions when he should be doing his part in the
family construction business. Who needs a wife and child just to make life that much more complicated?

I so love these two characters. They are attracted to each other despite their differences. Tori is a carefree
spirit who has the beliefs to go along with her lighthearted attitude. Nick is a by-the-rules guy, responsible to
a fault, all due to having to take over when his father died fifteen years ago; he had two brothers and a
mother to take care of. But they have fun when they’re together, and you feel the loss when they decide
things won’t work for them. The secondary characters are just as terrific. Nick’s family is just priceless and
Tori’s lesbian friends do their best to support her in her dilemma.

Though a good portion of the book is light and fun, there are scary times and vulnerable times peppered
throughout. It’s a great balance to give a reader one perfect read.

See my complete review at http://www.goodbadandunread.com

Deborah says

A Little Light Read.

Tori Morgan is all alone in the world and more than anything she wants a family but not only has her family
been taken from her but she's thirty and the time to have her own is slipping away.
Nick Santangelo is the opposite he's surrounded by family he has three younger brothers a mother who lives
with him and a grandmother who may as well since she's there so much and a seventeen year old daughter
Leigh.
His mother disappears every Thursday supposedly going to church, his grandmother is a kleptomaniac and
his daughter is dating Jason and Nick is terrified she's going to end up pregnant.
Nicks dreams of college were shelved when he got his high school girlfriend pregnant and he's worked hard
to pull his family through and now it seems that all he does is work work work.
So as you can see Tori and Nick are complete opposites in so many ways but there's an undeniable attraction
between them which neither has felt for such a long time, if ever. Tori desperately needs a contractor and
Nick is here as a favour to his office manager but he's no intention of doing the job.
....."you're my last hope. My only hope! You can't even imagine how many contractors I've called. Not one
will even give me an estimate before August. But when I looked into my crystal, I saw the work completed
before the solstice."
Nick couldn't believe his ears. "You've got a crystal ball that tracks construction projects? You know, I could
use one of those at the office."
"No," she said seriously. "It's not a ball. I can never get a good reading on a curved surface. I use a prism."
Nick shook his head. Time to go. Because, clearly, this woman had already left the building....
This would make a nice little holiday read. Nicks family is full of interesting characters especially Nonna



and most of the time it works although Tori did annoy me I must admit I understand she wants a baby but
she's no insurance, hates hospitals with a passion yet there's a strong chance she'll end up in one if she
actually has a baby, she's just opening a shop but hasn't put any thought into how her business will survive if
she or the baby is ill. I know her character is flaky but there's a difference between flaky and downright
stupid and at times she's touching stupid.
This is light and easy no real drama nice to read but not a book I'd ever return to.
I feel I should also mention it's a much hotter read than I expected, don't get me wrong there isn't tons of sex
but there's more than I thought since there's no warning.

Julie (jjmachshev) says

"A Little Light Magic" is a fun contemporary romance by Joy Nash. It's abut a guy and a girl who are so very
different on the surface, but so very right for each other in the end. It's about conquering your fears and the
love of family. It's a story that will leave you with a smile and a happy sigh.

Tori has been alone for most of her life and has always wished for a big family. She believes in wishes and
charms and spells and now that she's inherited her Aunt's house on the Jersey shore, she's decided to open up
her own shop selling crystals, tarot cards, runes, etc. With the summer solstice opening date looming, Tori
remembers the old crone's spells and uses one and...voila, one hunky contractor!

Nick's the uber-responsible one of his large, extended family. When his girlfriend got pregnant, he ditched
his scholarship, got married, and went to work. When his Dad died, he worked 24/7 until he pulled the
company out of the red. Somewhere in those times, he lost his childhood, his wife, and his sense of humor!
Now it's just Nick...and his Mom...and his Grandma...and his daughter...and his brothers! The LAST thing
Nick wants is to take on the responsibility of a relationship...especially with a tarot-reading, crystal-selling,
baby-wanting woman...no matter how hot she is!

While I didn't love everything about the story, I did enjoy the plot about a woman longing for family and a
man who's pretty much sick of it! There's a good bit of humor in Joy Nash's story, but there's also a bit of
realistic tragedy. A woman who's losing her ability to bear a child, a man trying to raise a teen, an adult
brother looking for stardom--each character is a portrait of a real person trying to find happiness in today's
world. And the great thing about romance is that in the book, they CAN all find happiness and we feel
vindicated and happy for them. And maybe we also learn to appreciate what we have.

A good plot, strong characters, some very sexy love scenes, and a bit of magic. All these things made "A
Little Light Magic" a little, light read that I very much enjoyed.

Crystal says

From the Back Cover:

When a girl with no family meets a guy with too much …

For Tori Morgan, family’s a blessing the universe hasn’t sent her way. Her parents are long
gone, her chance of having a baby is slipping away, and the only thing she can call her own is a



neglected house. What she wants more than anything is a place where she belongs. . . and a big
noisy clan to share her life.

For Nick Santangelo, family’s more like a curse. His Nonna is a closet kleptomaniac, his
mom’s a menopausal time bomb and his motherless daughter is headed for serious boy trouble.
The last thing Nick needs is another female making demands on his time.

But summer on the Jersey shore can be an enchanted season, when life’s hurts are soothed by
the ebb and flow of the tides and love can bring together the most unlikely prospects. A hard-
headed contractor and a lonely reader of tarot cards and crystal prisms? All it takes is. . . A
Little Light Magic.

First let me say – I started this one while laying out and this is the perfect beach/sun read. Light and fun is
the best way to describe it. I love the total opposites attract and you don’t get much more opposite than what
you see with Nick, the straight-laced, by-the-book man in life and business. Tori believes in ghosts and
spirits. tarot readings and candle magic spells. Tori has never really had a family and that is what she desires
most in life.

I loved the interaction between Nick and Tori. I also loved watching them grow as characters. The additional
characters of Nick’s family really added something, especially his daughter Leigh and his younger brother
Johnny. Nonna. the kleptomaniac grandmother is an interesting addition to.

This is a fun and quick to read story. It is my first by Ms. Nash and it will not be the last. I hope she does
more with this family as I would love to hear stories about Nick’s brothers.

So if you want a good summer romance, this is for you especially if you like the opposites attract plot. I
always love the play between the hero/heroine in these type of books and it’s definitely not lacking here. The
attraction between them is also very strong and I loved the tension that was throughout the book.

Jasmine says

Victoria "Tori" Morgan has been alone for a long time; her parents are dead and recently Great-Aunt Millie
Whitaker passed away. She has no one so it did not take much of a decision to move to the house she
inherited from her late Great Aunt on the Jersey shore. Her plan is to convert the dilapidated "pachyderm", at
least the front, into a new age shop selling tarot cards, candles and crystals, etc. She hires contractor Nick
Santangelo to renovate the edifice to state code.

Tori believes that Nick agreed to take on her job due to a magician Cajun candle given to her by a witch.
Nick has enough flakes in his household without dealing with another one though he is attracted to her. His
teenage daughter insists she is in forever love; his Nonna is a shoplifter; his brother works for him though
they differ on the meaning of work as he wants to be a starving actor living off his brother until he gets his
break; mom has menopause issues that make her a walking time bomb. Finally there is Tori who wants him
to sire her baby, but does not want him.

The magic of this joyful romance is the changes in the lead couple. Initially Tori comes across as an



eccentric flake with no concept of business or relationships while Nick appears as a nasty know it all; as they
become acquainted with A LIGHT LITTLE MAGIC called love, they seem to blossom. Although the plot is
thin, fans will enjoy this fine character driven tale as the whole is greater than the sum of the parts.

Pam says

A Little Light Magic is by Joy Nash. It is indeed the perfect summer read. It is quick and light and fun.
Tori Morgan was opening her shop in her Aunt Millie’s property on the beach near the 128 year old Lucy
The Elephant on Absecon Island, New Jersey. She was going to sell all types of spiritual materials and some
beautiful shirts she had found. It was to be an eclectic store named Destiny’s Gate. The shop was to be in the
front and her home in the back. That is, if she could find someone to bring it up to code so the inspector
would allow her to open. So far, none of the contractors she had talked to would even try to have it open by
the summer solstice. Hopefully, the one coming this evening would work out. He was recommended by her
Aunt Millie’s friend Doris.
Nick Santangelo was the owner and president of Santangelo Building. He was super busy and was run
ragged racing from one place to another putting out little fires and trying to light fires under his
subcontractors. Now he was having to take time away from his paperwork to talk to someone his secretary
Doris wanted him to meet and to help. As he drove up to the little building, he knew right away that he
wouldn’t have the time nor the crew to help this person out. Why an elderly lady like his grandmother was
would want to enter the world of selling anyway. Stuck behind the elephant like the store was, she would not
get that much traffic. Still, he had to at least face his prospective employer. To his surprise, she was a young
pixy like beautiful lady and he was immediately drawn to her.
Can a serious, upright ,duty-driven workaholic like Nick have a relationship with a whacky, fun, little pixie
like Tori?

Sue says

This is the first time I have read a book by Joy Nash and I am looking forward to reading more by her.
Usually when I read a book that is set at the Jersey Shore, I'm skeptical that they will get the location correct,
Joy Nash nailed it which made it that much more enjoyable because I wasn't picking apart the location. I
connected with the characters, I could relate to Tori's desire to have a baby having suffered from
endometriosis myself, yet having a teenage girl I could also relate to Nick's unreasonableness in regards to
protecting his daughter. All in all it was a highly enjoyable book, one I would pick up and read again and that
is why it received 5 stars.

I do not know why it said I read it twice, I have only read it once and I cannot figure out how to edit that
part.

Wicked Incognito Now says

Okay, so I'm giving this book two stars but it's not as bad as all that. More like 2.5 stars. However, I feel
obligated to even out the glowing reviews/ratings a bit.



I can't understand why, in this day-and-age, we still swallow this sort of backwards romance. This couple has
a clearly unhealthy relationship that ends with the hero making the realization that what he thought he
wanted (to stay single and have no more children ever) was all wrong because he found LOOOOOOVE. I
say MALARKY.

This type of book is the reason that young ladies are still going around with stars in their eyes thinkin' that
they can change their man with good lovin.' Blech.

Opposites attract? Sure. Do they have long-lasting relationships? RARE. Freakin.' ARELY.

Cheryl says

Victoria "Tori" Morgan wants to open her new age shop Destiny's Gate in the home she inherited but first
she needs to fix it up.

Nick Santangelo is a contractor. He also has a seventeen year old daughter named Leigh. When his secretary
Doris begs him to help out Tori, Nick agrees to at least go out and check out the place. When he arrives and
sees how bad a shape the place is in, he tells Tori that she would be better off dumping the place. One thing
that Nick is unprepared for is Tori's beauty. He tells Tori that his crew is too busy to take on any more work
and leaves. About a year ago, Tori was given a bundle of magical candles but a witch. Tori figures it couldn't
hurt to light one as she is desperate to help. She lights a white candle. Before she knows it, Nick comes
walking back through the door and informs Tori that he will take on the job himself. He will come in the
evenings.

Tori has been having some really bad pains. She goes to the doctor and is told that she has three options: She
can either have surgery, take hormone pills or have a baby. Tori ops for choice number three but there is just
one problem...Tori is single. Will Nick be the man for Tori?

My favorite person in this book is Luke's grandmother, Noona. Her favorite pastime is shoplifting expensive
merchandise. Tori is like a wild child. SHe moves to the ruthum of her own music, whereas Nick is a rule
follower. I like that Tori was able to get Nick to loosen up. Though I do feel a little bad for Nick having to
put up with three women all the time...his mother, his daughter and his grandmother. For a light summer
read, I recommend this book.

Mia Marlowe says

As a writer, I usually read to analyze how other authors handle “writerly” issues—POV shifts, info dumps,
character arc, etc. So cracking the spine of a book is part of what I do to hone my craft.

But there are a few authors whose prose sucks me so completely into their fictive dream, they make me
forget that I’m a writer too. One member of that elite group is Joy Nash.

I’ve sighed with contentment over her DRUIDS OF AVALON series and listened to my heart pound in my
ears while reading her IMMORTALS stories. So I wondered how she’d do with A LITTLE LIGHT MAGIC,
a tale set on the prosaic Jersey shore. As usual, Joy works her magic and I am completely drawn into her



characters’ lives.

Her heroine Tori is the delightfully quirky owner of a New Age shop in possession of some magic “hoodoo”
candles. Her hero Nick is the hunky contractor who agrees to take on her little “repair” project in order to get
her shop open in time for the solstice. She’s high on the metaphysical world and his feet are set firmly on the
ground.

They’re perfect for each other.

Joy Nash peoples her novel with achingly real secondary characters with their own very real issues—Nick’s
teenage daughter struggling with whether or not to put out for her popular boyfriend, his shoplifting
grandmother, his menopausal mother who lies about her secret weekly trysts, Tori’s lesbian couple friends
and their new baby. Joy has a knack for creating characters who breathe on their own.

I loved it!

So, run out today and give your summer the kick off it deserves with Joy Nash’s A LITTLE LIGHT
MAGIC. You will thank me.

For more of my recommendations, please visit www.emilybryan.com and click on Em's Picks. Right now
you can still catch my interview with USA Today Bestseller Jennifer Ashley about her latest novel THE
MADNESS OF LORD IAN MACKENZIE, a historical hero with Asperger's Syndrome!

Enjoy!

Elly Ort says

Magic maybe!

Enjoyable read, once you get past the sex! Sorry. Read it because it's set in So Jersey. Family stuff works.
Leading characters interesting. Fast reading!

AngryGreyCat says

A Little Light Magic by Joy Nash takes place at the Jersey shore and that made it interesting to me right from
the start. I am familiar with the locations talked about and I find that kind of connection fun in a book. Tori
and Nick meet when she tries to hire him to bring the house she inherited up to code. Tori believes in magic
and wants to open a magic – as in fortune-telling, palmistry, spells, and charms – shop. Nick is a builder and
is thoroughly down to earth and doesn’t believe in anything Tori has to sell.

The story follows their on again – off again romance and connects it to Nick’s family and the issues he is
having keeping them all in line. Nick and Tori both have tragic but very different histories and this is an
opposites attract type romance story. A steamy romance and a touch of magic along with a well-developed
sense of place!




