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From Reader Review The Definitive Albert J. Sterne for online
ebook

Rosa, really says

| was hesitant to buy this book. It’'s 628 pages, people.
628. PAGES.
That's not a book, that’s amajor commitment. That's like a marriage: |s thisthe man | want to divorce?

But much like my first engagement (ha, ha, ha— actually I'm completely serious) | said what the hell, sucked
it up and opened my screaming wallet. It was $7.95.

| lost you at $7.95 didn’t 1?2

Oh, ¢’mon, people, it’s not some NOOB. It’ s Julie Freakin’ Bozza. The author of such wonders as The
Apothecary's Garden (love), Butterfly Hunter (no, | haven't read it, but | OWN it) and Homosapien ... a
fantasy about pro wrestling. Which is about wrestling, fer chissakes. It’s not my favorite of her books, but
it'sat least awesome in its singularity. (It's agay romance novel...about wrestling. It bears repeating.) That’s
what | love about Julie Bozza; each of her books is so different. She's eclectic and it shows.

Now. Albert J. Sterne. He' skind of a shit. He' sisolated and he likes it that way. No, he’ s not isolated
because he has social anxiety and he’ s waiting for someone to notice that his rose has not yet bloomed and
love himinto friendliness. He really doesn’t like YOU. He' sageniusand heisn’t afraid to tell you he’'sa
genius. Not to mention that your intelligence is just a micro-drop in the Waterworld-like ocean of his
intelligence. If it ever occurred to him to give a shit, he would be confused as to why a simple statement of
fact would bother you. Then he would totally dismiss you from his mind.

Somehow, however, he becomes friends, whether he likesit or not, and later more than friends, with rising
FBI talent Fletcher Ash. Fletcher isintelligent, handsome & likeable. He has a supportive family. He' s also
chasing aserial killer, with Albert's help, that completely changes hisidea of himself.

Thisis my experience while reading the book:

It'salittle...dry.

| likeit.

I wish Albert would unclench his asshole, for, like, FIVE MINUTES.

| like Fletcher (or Ash).

| really like this book.

| really like Albert, even if he still needs to unclench.



Thisis definitely leaning more toward police procedural than romance, but that's cool.

| HATE THAT FUCKING FLETCHER ASH. | saw it coming, but he really PISSES ME THE FUCK OFF.
His major mistake is similar, but different, to Tornado’s in Bareback.

| HATE this book.

Do | even want to finish it?

| guess, but | am never reading THIS BOOK again.

| am readlly liking Albert.

| could understand Ash'’s reasoning.

Okay, maybe he' s not such a dick and Albert’snot atotal shit.

The serial killer is super creepy. He' sin some way relatable and that makes him scary as SHIT.
The FBI part isawesome. | don't careif it's factual or not. What do | know from factual ?
Thisbook is fantastic.

| love Ash & Albert.

| love this book but | may never read it again ‘ cause it’s such an emational roller coaster.
| love this book and I’ m going to reread it.

But Albert still needs to unclench his asshole.

Then today: Some fuckhead on lendle wants to borrow it? But | need it. FINE. Read it. | need to share the
love anyway.

| think thisisaloveit or hate kind of book. It's abit dry in the beginning, but once you push though that and
kind of go with the flow of the novel, it's awesome and singularly different from other MM books.

Also fantastic? Thisis not the story of how grumpy Mr. Sterne is healed by the powers of Ash's magical
penis. There's hope for him at the end, he's changing -- and that makes me happy even if | won't be there to

experienceit. Bravo, Ms. Bozza!

I highly recommend it. | want to hug it. And, hell, if you don’t want to spend $7.95 I'll let you borrow it. |
GUESS.

(I got the ebook, but this one includes Albert J. Sterne; Future Bright, Past Imperfect.)




Maya says

5stars

“A single flower was staring back at him now, pert in its stubborn survival.”

Not an easy review to write. Not because | didn’t like the book, just the opposite, The Definitive Albert J.
Sterneis one of these books that will stay with me for along time. It has so many layers that my amateurish
review will most likely fail to giveit justice, but here | go.

Albert Sterne and Fetcher Ash are two of the most complex and interesting characters |’ ve had the pleasure
to read about.

Page by page Julie Bozza reveal s the depths of these two characters on the background of, or should | say
parallel with, ayears-long pursuit of a serial killer. What starts as a friendship between Albert and Fletcher
slowly transforms into intimate relationship full of self-doubts, unsaid truths and uncertainties, and yet, one
thing is beyond question for the reader — it is love what they share, both deserved and needed. The question
iswhat has to happen for these two men to believe in it. And trust me - it's ajourney like no other.

Albert isa perfectionist, both in his job and in his expectations towards other people. Heisascientist and as
such has found a scientific explanation for himself of everything including human emations. He consciously
deprives himself of connecting with people since his experience has proven to him that this only leads to
disappointment. Albert is convinced that most people don’'t do their best to achieve their potential which in
his opinion is agoal that everyone should chase.

I don't think there’' s a detailed description of Albert’slooks in the book, except to say that heisfit and he
keeps his hair very short. He is, however, more than once referred to as ugly and that’s mainly because heis
either glaring at someone or hisfacial expressionis” shielded, impatient, a touch of arrogance” .

He doesn't talk alot and when he doesiit’ s usually to make a witty but rude remark. It is often that his
silences speak more than him (thankfully, these are decoded by Fletcher). Many times he is described as
hard, difficult and unlikable. And these are all true.

So how on earth did | care for Albert so much? | think this is where Julie Bozza s magic comes. Because
there were those precious moments when she allowed me to see beneath this hard fagade. And there’ s this
person there who doesn’t believe he isworthy of love.

Fletcher comesinto the story as the main force that will disarm Albert. That much is clear from the first
chapters. However, he is no less important character than Albert. Fletcher is an optimist and an idealist, he
has strong intuition which is the reason why he sees and understands Albert and deliberately seeks his
friendship. He describes himself as extremely selfish (which | didn't believe for a second) and Albert, of
course, often refersto him as melodramatic and makes fun of the way he speaks " using lines from soft porn
romance novels’ . But Fletcher is also the only person Albert knows who endeavours to reach his potential.



Fletcher not only empathises with the victims but he also feels a strong connection with the killer - he sees
the darkness that drives him. And often identifies himself as capable of such evil. When that feeling
overwhelms Fletcher, only Albert can keep him sane.

But Albert and Fletcher have something in common.

“You didlike yourself about as much as | hate myself, don’t you, Albert?’

Because of that their relationships has more downs than ups. One of the things | enjoyed the most about this
book is how closely the progression of the investigation was linked to the dynamics of the romance between
Albert and Fletcher. It starts when Fletcher needs to chase the darkness brought by the serial killer away.
And hits bottom when he feels that he is at a dead end with his work.

“1 need more from you, Albert. | need your passion.”

“1 have noneto give you.”

“Don’t beridiculous, of course you have passion. Bucket-loads of passion.”
“If 1 did, | wouldn’t trust you with it.”

Then, once Fletcher knows who the killer is and his determination is back, the relationship changes yet
again.

“You have alot of faith in me, Albert.”
“If s0, it is not undeserved.”

“This might not be perfect, what we have. It might be fraught with difficulties. Y ou might not
bewilling to call it love. | might have lost my faith. But, Albert, I’ ve cometo realize that it's
necessary. Y ou and me together, it's necessary. That's al. Very simple, really. And I'm willing
to proceed on that basis.”

But don't get me wrong, none of these changes happen magically after afew exchanged words or because of
sudden redlizations. It's all subtle and clever and just perfect. Not to mention how brilliant the ending is.

I must say that John Garret — the serial killer is aso acharacter in the book. His chapters are unsettling to
read to say the least, but | felt his presence was necessary and contributed to the story.

Also, thisbook is over 600 pages but at no point | was bored or felt that it has lost direction. Every chapter
mattered.

There’'s only one thing that bothered me and it was that there was no chapter from Albert’s POV during the
eventsin March 1985. | wish | knew what was going on in his head at that time.



Highly recommended read.

Trisha Harrington says

[he cheated on Albert and broke up with him. Only to get back together with him. (hide spoiler)]

Rosa, really says

| was hesitant to buy this book. 1t's 624 pages, people.
624. PAGES.
That’s not a book, that’s amagjor commitment. That’s like amarriage: |sthisthe man | want to divorce?

But much like my first engagement (ha, ha, ha— actually I’'m completely serious) | said what the hell, sucked
it up and opened my screaming wallet. It was $7.95.

| lost you at $7.95 didn’t 1?2

Oh, ¢’mon, people, it's not some NOOB. It’ s Julie Freakin’ Bozza. The author of such wonders as The
Apothecary's Garden (love), Butterfly Hunter (no, | haven't read it, but | OWN it) and Homosapien ... a
fantasy about pro wrestling. Which is about wrestling, fer chissakes. It s not my favorite of her books, but
it's at least awesome in its singularity. (It's agay romance novel...about wrestling. It bears repeating.) That’s
what | love about Julie Bozza; each of her books is so different. She's eclectic and it shows.

Now. Albert J. Sterne. He' skind of a shit. He' sisolated and he likes it that way. No, he’ s not isolated
because he has social anxiety and he’ s waiting for someone to naotice that his rose has not yet bloomed and
love himinto friendliness. He really doesn’t like YOU. He' sageniusand heisn’t afraid to tell you he’'sa
genius. Not to mention that your intelligence is just a micro-drop in the Waterworld-like ocean of his
intelligence. If it ever occurred to him to give a shit, he would be confused as to why a simple statement of
fact would bother you. Then he would totally dismiss you from his mind.

Somehow, however, he becomes friends, whether he likes it or not, and later more than friends, with rising
FBI talent Fletcher Ash. Fletcher isintelligent, handsome & likeable. He has a supportive family. He' salso
chasing a serial killer, with Albert's help, that completely changes his idea of himself.

Thisis my experience while reading the book:

It'salittle...dry.

I likeit.

| wish Albert would unclench his asshole, for, like, FIVE MINUTES.



| like Fletcher (or Ash).

| really like this book.

| really like Albert, even if he still needs to unclench.

Thisis definitely leaning more toward police procedural than romance, but that's cool.

| HATE THAT FUCKING FLETCHER ASH. | saw it coming, but he really PISSES ME THE FUCK OFF.
His major mistake is similar, but different, to Tornado’ s in Bareback.

| HATE this book.

Do | even want to finish it?

| guess, but | am never reading THIS BOOK again.

| am really liking Albert.

| could understand Ash’s reasoning.

Okay, maybe he’ s not such adick and Albert’s not atotal shit.

The serid killer is super creepy. He' sin some way relatable and that makes him scary as SHIT.
The FBI part isawesome. | don't careif it'sfactual or not. What do | know from factual ?
This book is fantastic.

| love Ashe & Albert.

| love this book but | may never read it again ‘ cause it’ s such an emotional rollercoaster.
| love this book and I’ m going to reread it.

But Albert still needs to unclench his asshole.

Then today: Some fuckhead on lendle wants to borrow it? But | need it. FINE. Read it. | need to share the
love anyway.

| think thisisaloveit or hate kind of book. It's abit dry in the beginning, but once you push though that and
kind of go with the flow of the novel, it's awesome and singularly different from other MM books.

I highly recommend it. | want to hug it. And, hell, if you don’t want to spend $7.95 I'll |et you borrow it. |
GUESS.




Lady*M says

The Definitive Albert J. Serneis not a mystery, athough I've seen it labeled as such. The identity of the
murderer is known pretty much from the beginning, making this novel a police procedural and athriller. This
isn't aromance either, although a good part of the novel concentrates on the relationship between the two
protagonists, but rather alove story and subtle character study. Having said al this, The Definitive Albert J.
Serneisaterrific novel, ambitiousin baoth its scope and complexity and it isawonder that it wasn't picked
up by some mainstream publisher. | bet the folks from Manifold Press are happy about it though.

The story is set between 1971 and 1985, a period of change for both the FBI and gay people. Although he's
gone, the shadow of Edgar J. Hoover lingers over the FBI, affecting both the agents and public perception.
The outbreak of AIDSisanew and present danger. The DNA profiling is still initsinfancy. Against this
backdrop unfolds the search for the serial killer, organized, controlled and smart as they come, but slowly
disintegrating, as well as the evolution of a relationship between two complicated, driven and very different
men.

Both the investigation and relationship develop slowly over the years. It is atestament of the author's skill
that the story never gets boring. We see how the working relationship between these two people transforms
into friendship and then to love. The men are so different that they practically speak different languages.
Their relationship is fascinating, occasionally heartbreaking and so complex that asimple review can't even
begin to scratch the surface. Along the way, the men learn things about each other and change, but they
never change completely and never completely understand each other.

To say that Albert J. Sterneis aforensic expert is an understatement. He specializes in so many fields that it
would make anyone's head spin. As Fletcher says, he would be called a geniusif people could like him
better. But, heisrude, arrogant, repressed and paranoid. He coldly informs his superior of hisincompetency
and his colleagues — of their stupidity. | alternately cringed and laughed while reading the first pages of the
book. The way he loses his virginity speaks volumes. As areader, | was bought, but his colleagues aren't
willing to look beneath the surface. Except Fletcher Ash. Unlike Albert, Fletch is charming, personable,
intuitive and curious. It is his curiosity that motivates Fletcher to look beneath Albert's unpleasant veneer as
much as hisintuition and empathy make him understand the murderer they are after.

Gradually, we learn of Albert's past that damaged him so much. We see how he changes an inch at atime as
well as hisfears, hisloyalty, dry sense of humor, pride and sensuality. Thereisthislovely symboalic arc that
describes these changes and his grudging acceptance of some of them and refusal of others. Albert is
obsessively trying over and over to get rid off the plant with blue flowers that grows wild in his garden.

He stood alonein the twilight, staring back at the blue flowers of the rogue groundcover that
had infiltrated his garden. He'd fought it long enough. It was time to accept the inevitability.
Albert muttered, “Let the damn thing grow.

And, |ater:

He should never have let the thing grow.



Interestingly enough, it is not Fletcher who fallsin love first. But, it is Fletcher who gives himself
completely, something Albert isn't capable of. As Fletcher's drive to catch the killer turnsinto obsession, he
loses hisideals and faith in himself. His understanding of the murderer makes him recognize the capacity for
evil in himself, something he is conflicted about. Unable to find the comfort he desires with Albert, he looks
for it somewhere else. It was heart-wrenching to watch how these men were hurting each other, how
miserable they were at times. My heart ached for them and | hoped that they would find the way to
happiness. Did they? Y ou'll have to read the book to find out.

The investigation was realistically handled, especialy considering its complexity, time span and the fact that
the gadgets we all know from Cd, at thistime, still belong to the realm of sciencefiction. The rivaries
between different law enforcements, the pedestrian data searches, different investigative techniques
(especialy, analytical vs. intuitive), etc. were all handled well, but it's the portrait of the murderer that stands
out. John Garrett is amost a textbook example of a sociopath and represents everything we find so morbidly
fascinating in serial killers. The public part of him echoed Ted Bundy with his handsome face and friendly,
dependable and respectable social mask. His point of view will be disturbing to some readers, because we get
to see things he does to his victims. As the story progresses, his mind and tight control are slowly starting to
disintegrate. At first, | was mildly disappointed by the resolution of this story line, but upon reflection |
decided this was the only possible outcome, especially considering that Fletch didn't have any official
support for his manhunt.

If you are expecting alight, fluffy read, with everything nicely tied and resolved — this book probably isn't
for you. Some things remain unanswered, especially concerning Albert's past, his family, his former guardian
and some of his sexual misgivings. Fletcher's family also remains strictly in the background: his father,
author Peter Ash, isjust avoice on the phone, hisidolized brother just a reference. Will the author giveus a
sequel? |, personally, wouldn't mind, but all these answers aren't necessary for this novel to be afascinating
and engrossing read. | can't comment on the accuracy of FBI procedures and description of the cities (and the
investigators follow the murderer to many places across the U.S.), because I'm not familiar with them. They
seemed genuine enough. However, I've noticed one minor factual error. Albert and Fletcher are discussing
the results of their AIDS tests in September 1984. Asfar as| know, the first commercial AIDS test became
availablein March 1985.

Finally, there are things this review couldn't touch simply because it would be too long: the writing style that
precisely reflected characters nature (Albert'sintellect, Fletcher's idealism, then becoming almost lyrical
when the occasion required), all the nuances of characterization, the humor, etc. Thisisn't abook that you
can read during your afternoon break, not just because of its length, but because it requires the reader's entire
attention. However, if you have patience and enjoy the challenge and complex characters and relationships,
you will be rewarded by this gem of anovel. Highly recommended.

Written for Reviews by Jessewave

Irina says

| have so many thoughts regarding this book, but I'm not sure | want to bore everyone to death with them. So
I'll try to be short and to the point.

First, the book is amazing. The plot, the storytelling, and the characters are each a study in itself. Julie Bozza
isawonderful writer. Her styleis classy and sophisticated. She keeps her readers on their toes.



A few words about the characters.

Albert. Theloner. Anintelligent perfectionist, no-nonsense man with the healthy dose of pride and vanity,
who's been suppressing his feelings for so long, he considers himself being incapable of such human
emotions. Had he lived afew centuries ago, | could have easily pictured him sitting in arichly decorated
study in agothic castle situated miles away from any civilisation. | think it would have suited him best.

But despite hisimpenetrable walls and outer indifference, there's a vulnerable side to Albert, when it comes
to Special Agent Fletcher Ash.

Now Ash

| could express my disapprova of his actions and frivolous behaviour, but | won't. If there's something I'll
take from this book is that there's no black and white in life. Everything could be explained, looked at from
both sides and even understood and hopefully forgiven. Doesn't mean it didn't hurt like hell, but

“He had never expected to feel temptation. He wondered if Miles or Rebecca ever had.” ~
Albert

So. Albert understood, too.

Temptation is an intense and usually unexpected impulse. But any human being, single or not, is privy toiit.
The difference isin wether oneiswilling to act on it, and, by crossing that line, sacrificing something more
precious on the way, making decision to satisfy one fleeting impulse, and by doing so hurt a person you care
about immensely.

But there might be reasons for it, explanations. What does one do when something's missing in a
relationship? How to move on after some major mistakes, betrayal? s it possible to save such relationship
and reach a compromise without losing one's identity and too much pride? Without losing hope, and
friendship, and love? Not to alow bitterness and regrets make your life miserable?

The agony I've gone through reading this book was worth finding those answers. At least, for Albert and
Ash. They are so different, yet each of them compliments the other perfectly. They have something really
special together. And I'm sad to let them go.

The only thing I've missed here is some glorious make up sex. | was running on the painful memory of the
X-intruder and everything they have done for so long! All | wanted was just little something to erase the
nasty images from my mind. It would aso have been nice to see Albert acknowledge the missing part of
their intimate relationship and try to change hisways or at least indulge Ash on occasion. Asit was, it did
fed alittle dry, as some other readers had pointed out already. But | have a suspicion that it was just the
author's intention.

The mystery/suspense was perfect, in my opinion. Being in the serial killer's head felt as disturbing as
watching a horror movie. It certainly will make me extraweary of any charming, friendly and good-looking
men from now on. Lesson learned :)



All in all, highly recommend, with the word of advice to consider it more of a psychological thriller and be
patient with the character building for the first half of the book. It will all be worth it in the end.

***AS Starst**

P.S.: Lookslike | haven't managed to be short, after all. Sorry :)

KatieMc says

Wow, that was excellent. A psychological crime thriller tightly knit into an unconventional love story where
the words "thisis necessary” become wildly romantic.

Simsala says

Lightyears away from the standard m-m romance.

Or better said,thisisn't aromance at all.First and foremost it’s a psychological thriller.

An ambitious and complex -and sometimes painfully slow- murder investigation and chase for a seria
killer.It's also the story of the relationship between two complicated men who couldn’t be more different and
how the case affects their unexpected friendship,the slowly growing love for each other and their very lifes.
>A warning: Sometimes the author let the reader take part at the thoughts,fantasies and actions of the

killer so thisis not a story for the faint-hearted.<

The Definitive Albert J. Sterne is aterrific book - unusal fascinating but also emationally exhaustive.

I’'m glad | 've read it but thank God it’s over!

I’m looking forward to other readers opinions and their more proper and detailed reviews!

A.B. Gayle says

This book is about charm.

The use of it. The abuse of it. The lack of it. The strength of it.
Albert Sterne is not a charming man.

Heisimpatient, abrupt, arrogant, irascible, the list goes on.

Fletcher Ash, the only person who has managed to penetrate his defensive field, possesses charm in
abundance. He gets on with everyone. His work mates. His superiors. He likes people.

On the surface, you' d assume that being charming is a good thing, yet one of the hardest hitting sections of
the book involves a scene where Fletcher comes to realize that he' s been charmed by someone else. That
charm can be used as a weapon.



The villain also charms his victims into a false sense of security before striking like a snake.
It isthis shared ability to charm that allows Fletcher to gain an insight into the murderer’ s psyche.

It isthis recognition of the danger of charm that makes Ash seek out a man who doesn't use charm. Inside
Fletcher isthisfear that he, too, could unleash his natural charm in unethical or criminal ways, and he needs
Albert as a counterbalance and foil for this tendency.

There are four linchpins in every murder mystery. Whodunit? What was their motive? How did they do it?
And will they get away with it?

The same questions could be addressed to the book itself.

Thefirst? Easy. Julie Bozza spent the majority of her lifein Australia but has now returned to England, the
land of her birth. Isthisrelevant? Yes, in that | gather from other reviews that she has some of her facts
wrong regarding American FBI procedures. If she has, those errors didn’t bother me, as my awareness of
them is based on what I’ ve gleaned from TV. Can we be sure that what we seeon TV is correct, anyway. Do
they follow the same procedures in all cases? And what happensif you have people whose nature ensures
they do things their way, not necessarily the correct way? | gather from correspondence that she researched it
as much as she could (not just TV), finding in the process that even “ Silence of the Lambs’ got some facts
wrong.

In the end, the procedural aspects didn’'t bother me because | was too wrapped up in solving the mystery of
the people themselves to be bothered about these sorts of things.

The plot itself revolves around one man’' s obsession in tracking down a serial killer. Given thetitle, you'd
think that man was Albert Sterne, but it's his friend, Fletcher Ash who takes centre stage for most of the
book.

For alarge section, Albert isn't even physically present, however, the nature of his personality and their
relationship still impinge on Ash’'s actions. As his frustration grows because of his inability to solve the
crime and prevent more murders, Albert is the one constant he can depend on. It is Albert who gets him back
on track when he goes off therails. He is the one definite thing in Fletcher’ s life. The constant.

Albert’ sirascible nature actually becomes arelief because it is honest. It iswho Albert is. He hasn’t charmed
anyone. Not even Fletcher. If anything, he has held Fletcher at arm’ s length. Struggling against allowing
anyoneinto hislife.

Ash could distract him at the most inopportune moments. A complete waste of energy. But he
realized there was no way to undo the damage. He could only hope to minimize its effects, give
it the necessary time to wear off.

What a gorgeous way to say he'sin love without saying the “I” word.

| enjoy books where you have to decipher the “shows” or the clues, for yourself. Books that are a mystery on
another layer. We're not told how much Albert loves Ash. We are told that on one level, he doesn’'t want to
be. But deep down, it's another matter. If you examine the text, paying attention as you read, all sorts of
clues crop up to what isreally driving him. For example, Albert’s obsession with the color blue. The analogy
of the weeds that infiltrate his garden. The ones he grudgingly accepts because of their blue flowers that
remind him of Fletcher's eyes. The way he cooks and prepares a haven for Fletcher even while verbally



warning him away. The descriptions we get:
Ash’s face brightened again, then slowly began to outshine the spring sun.

How can a man who thinks like that be described as cold and unfeelingWhy is he like that might be a better
guestion.

Fletcher hasto resort to this type of detection to determine how Albert feels about him. Thisinability of
Albert’ sto share his feelings and his passion openly frustrate Ash. Hence his need to seek out what he thinks
at first is amore honest relationship only to have his eyes opened to some unpleasant truths.

One of the benefits of eReadersis the ability to annotate as | go. | mark paragraphs that strike me as worth
remembering, or quoting. By the time | finished reading, | had a stack.

Woven into the text were some thought-provoking comments on society and people in general. At one point,
Fletcher has a conversation about minorities with Xavier, ablack gay politician:

“A minority people wants to maintain solidarity, to create a home or an identity without
internal divisions, so that it can face the rest of the world. They want to present a positive
image. So dissidents, like gays within that minority are silenced twice over because they're
disruptive and they’ re seen as a negative. Y ou find that with blacks, with Jews, with Chinese
Americans, whatever.”

And then he goes on to say later:

"We need to mingle to successfully co-habit this small world of ours, but mingle without
imposing templates on everyone. We need to appreciate the individual, celebrate differences
rather than persecute them.....a minority within aminority, like gay black men, needsto first
find pride and dignity in its own identity, on its own terms....A small group needs to develop
authentic self-determination and then they can choose to become part of mainstream society - a
part of the wonderful diverse whole that deserves and demands as much respect as any other
part.

Wonderful words, and yet Fletcher was later to question this man’s morals.

This concept of good co-existing with evil or at least cold-hearted pragmatism lies at the heart of each of the
four cornerstones of this story: Garrett, Xavier, Albert and Ash. It is the struggle to balance these that | found
really fascinating.

Does the end justify the means?

How do you determine where that boundary lies? How did Fletcher?
One telling phrase was

“But if | wouldn't approve of your means and tactics in the hands of aright wing reactionary,
then | can’'t in al conscience approve of you.”

From atraditional story telling structure, this whole section in the centre of the book, where Albert Sterneis
absent breaks all therules. Y et even though he is not present, what happens here, the need for Fletcher to
seek a different type of relationship and what he learns from it are all totally necessary.



Without it, the guilt, the change in direction, the recognition of what was lacking would not have resonated
so soundly.

What other structural points make this book stand head and shoulders above the rest? Incorporation of
dreams into text. We are dlipped into them seamlessly. No italics to jerk us awake. We are as unaware of
them as Fletcher is but soon learn to recognize the sign. See them change to reflect the action leading up to it
and the inner turmoil that they are reflecting. These aren't the typical m/m romance’s clichéd dreams of sex,
these are psychologist’ s bread and butter. Y earnings for connection, fear of failure.

When awake, Fletcher is acutely aware of the problems with their relationship. And so is Albert who
recognizesthat he

expected too much, aswell, and neither could meet the other’ s needs.

But they keep trying. They don't have hissy fits. They may not lay all the cards on the table when they
communicate, but that reflects their own natures and backgrounds.

| have yet to read the follow up story to this, which | gather isaprequel of sorts. | gather it explores their
pasts to show how they became the men they are in this book and what motivates them to act the way they
do.

Profiling is an important part of whodunits. Building a picture of the perpetrator from the crimes they
commit. Trying to gain an understanding about who they are and why they did what they did. In some ways,
I’ ve done that with the characters already. It will be interesting to see how accurately | interpreted the clues
in this book.

Did the story work? Did Julie get away with doing something different?

Even though it’slong, | loved the book and devoured it almost non-stop. For once, the head hopping didn’t
bother me, because it was necessary. The sectionsinside the killer’ s mind are gruesome, but | felt they were
needed to heighten the sense that it was important that Fletcher solve the crimes before he struck again. It's
not pretty being inside the mind of an evil man, but thisis arare case in awhodunit where | think it is
necessary. Not for the graphic details but to see the extreme version where charm is harmful.

It's not an easy read. If you want a light-hearted book about two special agents catching a serial killer with
lots of graphic sex, read the Cut and Run series.

In some ways, the relationship between the two men reminded me of Dan and Vadim in Special Forces. But
whereas that, too, was a story about a man with irresistible charm and another more dour and introspective,
Albert isnot Vadim. He's more aware of and sympathetic to the fact that Ash has changed over time.

And even in Fletcher had been there, the fire of him all but irresistible, Albert would still have
been wholly unsure how to respond. All he could do was watch that relentless happy optimism
of Fletcher’sdie. All Albert could do was hope thiswasn’t revenge,

Thisisn't aromance, but it is alove story. Not romantic love but deeper, more meaningful love.

“One of thereasons | love you,” hefinally said slowly, “isthat you always insist on me doing
my best. We both know how often | fall short of the mark but on the important things, you
insist and | try.”



Trust and respect mean more than the three easy words. In this case, two simple words broke through the
barriers he' d erected

"It's necessary.

I’m so glad others who have read this story liked it and appreciated it.

Rebecka says

Crime stories are not for me, yet thisis so perfect that it doesn't matter that it's acrime story, it still gets 5
stars. EVERY THING about this book is perfect, and reading it made me really, really happy. Now let's see
how many times | can use the word "perfect” in the review.

The thing about murders and al that isthat it may be OK as amovie or atv-series or something, 1-2 hours of
grim entertainment. But spending days reading about it? | just don't find the idea very appealing; 1'd rather
read about actual murdersin that case. With Bozza, however, the crime story in itself doesn't matter. There's
nothing spectacular about it, classic serial killer theme. It's the characters and how they relate to the story that
isinteresting. No, not interesting; fascinating.

NOTHING about the entire story rubbed me the wrong way. No detail anywhere had me sighing in
exasperation, wishing the author just hadn't gone there, and I'm the kind of reader | would hate to bitsif |
were an author myself. Following the murderer, seeing his perspective? Brilliantly done. | enjoyed reading
about him, he's actually credible and not just a one dimensional monster. The change of perspective between
Sterne, Ash and Garreth? Perfect. | could identify with all three of them. The amount of grisly details?
Perfect. Y ou understand the terror, anxiety and pleasure on behalf of victim/murderer respectively, you get to
experience Ash's reluctance with under standing, and Sterne's utter indifference. Some poorly executed books
go too far, like Cut & Run, with childish killers that are supposed to shock with their oh-so-clever modus
operandi. Some well written books can go too far and beyond and it works, like Waiting in the throes, where
you need all the horror to understand the complete and utter breaking of a person. Here? Y ou don't need that
much, and that's the point - it's perfectly portioned out. It's just right. Lagom.

I thought | would love Sterne about this book, and that would be that. Obviously, he's my dream come true
(I've got the exact same awesome skills as he when it comes to comforting peoplein distress), but having
finished the book, | realize that | love everything about it just as much as | love Sterne. Thisisn't a cute and
sweet MM romance. Thereisn't even alot of sex, lots of it isfade to black and what scenes there are aren't
that explicit, yet it's perfect. No melodrama, because Albert efficiently nips that crap in the bud every single
time. | want himin all books to just shut whiney characters up before they ruin book after book after book!

I'm utterly impressed by Bozza. | previoudly read her The Apothecary's Garden, and that one just got 3 stars
from me. But this? | can't even tell it's written by the same author, and now I'm thrilled about seeing what
€l se she has produced.

| could go on, but at the sametime I'm at aloss for words and | can't really explain how awesome this book
is. I'm sad it's over. So, time for some funny quotes (I'm not sure they count as spoiler:ish, but still). Because
yeah, the book isfunny as hell aswell.



(view spoiler)

R * A Reader Obsessed * says

I'm going to be one of the few who didn't like this book, mainly stemming from how this did not encompass
the qualities of how I like my romance.

Now | know not every book has to have hearts and flowers or epic love, and | know that not every book has
to be erotic or titillating - but | honestly could not quite wrap my head around, nor fully understand, the
"grand love" depicted here, for it left me feeling mostly frustrated and sad.

Thisis mainly amurder mystery where two G-men, Special Agent Fletcher Ash and forensic pathol ogist
Albert Sterne, try to catch an elusive serial killer over the course of several years. While they work together,
their relationship evolves and grows more and more compl ex.

As awarning, there was nothing overt when it came to these two. Rather, it focused on the immense genius
of Albert and the dogged determination of Fletcher, asthey work case after case of various murdered
victims. Fletcher is the only one who sees beyond the hard mask Albert presents to the world. It goes from
admiration of Albert's skills, to a confounding friendship that slowly evolves into a codependent relationship
- arelationship that Albert refuses to acknowledge. He doesn't need emotions, melodrama, or intimacy; he
doesn't want it, nor does he think he deservesit, and damn Fletcher for putting him in such a position! In
turn, this was understandably aggravating, as Fletcher triesto get Albert to concede more and more, and
Fletcher must grapple with how much he'll compromise to be happy and to keep Albert in hislife. Equal
weight was put on the sadistic serial killer, and it became a procedura in and amongst the convoluted dance
between these two men.

Maybe it's that very dance that many readers loved and appreciated. However, | often wanted to throttle
Albert for hisresistancein letting his barriers down, and | scratched my head at Fletcher's subjecting himself
to such torture. Albert's need and want was not lacking, but the need for control often won out.

| get the conundrum of why someoneisjust it for the other; sometimesit'sjust unexplainable. Alas, | didn't
quite understand the push/pull of these two, and despite the rare, sweet gesture, | couldn't really rejoicein
Albert and Fletcher's win. If you want realism (for | know every relationship is far from perfect), then thisis
probably right up your alley. For me, | read to escape, and this left me with too little, too late, regarding their
supposed HEA.



L enavy Ribka says

OhmanOhmanOhman
| really don't know how to rate this book.

As| picked it up | hoped to find awell written mystery and the beginning didn't give away, not in the
dlightest way, that it was NOT amystery! (If you're looking for amystery, then you should look for it
somewhere else.) The part about chasing a serial killer isincidental here.

| also can't say that it is aromance book, but the relationship between two VERY different men, between
Albert, an FBI forensics expert, and Special Agent Fletcher Ash, who is obseesed with theideato find a
murderer but who is not very persuasive in his attempts, is the main focus of this book. And it is exactly
where | have my issues. | just can't believe that this relationship can and could work. Theideaitself is
interesting but less credible.

Thefirst half of the book was a pure struggle for me — an extremely slow pace of the story and the absence of
any investigating activities, my permanent disconnection to the MCs, and my desperate waiting for
something to happen here was almost the reason for my DNF. But something kept my attention on the story,
that | can't put in words. Maybe it was the unique writing style of Julie Bozza, or maybe a simple human
curiosity supported by highly appraised reviews from my GR friends.

And now, when | managed to finish it, | would say, you should giveit atry. Not everyone's cuppa, but for
sure something very unusual.

ljethe Devourer of Books says

What a masterpiece!!

An excellent story!!

Epic!!

And incredibly long!!

But incredibly and deeply enjoyable.

This book took me ages to read but it was worth it!! | read the paperback version and it is somewhat heavy



because it combines two books - the Definitive Albert and Future Bright, Past Imperfect.

Despite the heaviness of the paperback | was not deterred and | was determined to enjoy my reading
experience. So | lugged this book all over London, up and down on my journeys to work because | smply
couldn't put it down and | don't really know how to do it justice in areview.

| read it in the bath, red it in bed, took it to Southwark Cathedral, Costa Coffee, Cafe Nero, work, the coffee
place down the road, University College Hospital, and the tube. | have had this book as my constant
companion over the last month.

| took this book everywhere. And the characters travelled with me and it was an excellent journey.

The story has a'Silence of the Lambs' feel to it with a serial killer who commits his crimes over a number of
years, and the FBI detective (Fletcher Ash) and the forensics expert (Albert Sterne) who eventually track him
down. That is exciting enough but there is more to this story.

Albert isahighly talented forensics expert but heisterse, unfriendly, rude and most people in Bureau keep
well away from him. He has no friends and he quite likes it that way. Ash on the other hand is someone who
desires love and actively seeks friendship from men and women. He is talented, able to see and discern
things that most people miss and he is able to see things about Albert that most people miss.

Not only do these two men manage over the yearsto track down the ruthless serial killer, they also find the
most unlikely lovein an unlikely relationship with each other.

The best thing about the story was that the crime was not easily solved. The reader gets to know who the
murderer is and entersinto his history and psychotic personality. Thisis abit nerve wracking because the
reader is then present when some of the murders are happening and they are brutal. The reader getsto
experience the long dogged investigation which takes place over anumber of years as the relationship
between Albert and Ash hasits ups and downs.

Then at the end the reader gets to experience the confrontation and psychological battles between the two
men and the murderer as they confront him and do their best to bring him to justice, struggling to find the
evidence they need and battling with their own justice system.

This book istruly excellent and worthy of much more than a meadly five stars. It has found a place on my list
of exquisite reads for 2014. That is my creme de la creme list and any book on that list is a book that has
touched me deeply and delighted me. These are the books that | will remember for years after reading them
and this story is definitely one of them.

Julie Bozzais an excellent author, so unique with her own innovative way of telling stories. | find this
refreshing and will read anything and everything she writes.

Krissie says

Thiswas simply wonderful. | need to read the companion piece and when I'm finished with that, | might
even break my self-conscious and lazy habit of not writing reviews. | think | might need some light read



before the sequel though, because while wonderful, it was also emotionally exhausting.

Sofia says

One of those books that left me incoherent and it took me a couple of days to digest and write some things
down. | say some because |ots of thoughts, feelings remain floating hazily in my mind.

Bozza swriting has the chameleon-like quality of adapting to story, circumstance and character. Yes,
as so many have said before me, this book is dry but then, Albert isdry, no effusions or emotions from him,
not even an extraword if not absolutely necessary.

Both Garrett and Albert have been dealt a bad hand, dealing with it, hasits effect on them and on others.
Whilst Albert has ideals and lives strictly by them, Garrett rebels and creates havoc. Enter Ash, an
uncompromising idealist with hislove for one and his revulsion for the other but with empathy for both. The
darkness of Garrett in contrast with the honesty and charm of Fletcher tempered by the pragmatic Albert.

In the midst of the hunt for the serial killer, Bozza touches difficult themes like:

*do compromising our ideals take away the value of the ideal.
*|f a partner does not fulfil our needs, what are our options?
*whether we lose in conforming whatever we gain in solidarity.

My first lovein this story is Albert. A man who has rooted out all but the basic wants from himself. Because
to expect, to want, to need isto make your self vulnerable, open to pain. So, tight and controlled with
others but even more so with himsdlf, asif, allowing some expression of feeling, would result in some great
pain, asif he could not even allow himself to dream of love, et alone be loved. | wanted so much to reach in
and help him out. The slow unfold of Albert is amasterpiece.

But mostly there was need, an age-old need, that few would fail to recognise.

No instant cure here, and that is truly magical, the magic of living with hurt and slowly bit by bit making it
through. | left Albert still unfolding and happy that this was so. The last scene is so simple, but brilliant.

Loved it, love Albert most of all, love Ash aswell (view spoiler). | say love not loved because the love is still
current, they are still out there and Albert is still unfolding, could not accept it otherwise.




