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Fifteen-year-old Albert has just received an invitation that could transform his disappointing life compl etely
—achanceto belong to an advanced and hidden society that only revealsitself to a select few.

Immersed in a new world of mind-boggling technology and intriguing peers, Albert will overcome hisfears
enough to ignore afew suspicious details. But soon he'll find his family dragged to the center of a scandal
that threatens to tear them apart and erase their very identities.

A conflicted Albert must find the strength to challenge authority by relying on his newfound allies and gift
for Revelation.

Prepare for adventure, humor and suspense in this fast-paced tale of a“normal” family striving for their
placein a“perfect” world.
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Teeloves Kyle Jacobson says

The Chosen Of Gaiaiaagreat read. | was excited when | was asked to read this book because | had never
heard of itand | am so glad | was able to read it. Thisis such agreat Dystopian book that | highly
recommend it.

Gaia starts off with Albert and his family being chosen to to be a part of The Gaia Society. Thisis huge
because no one can join you have to be chosen and accepted by the elders. As Albert learns everything is not
what it seems he realizes he has a special gift. Albert has the gift of Revelation and once people find out
things start to reveal themselvesto Albert and his family.

See there are two societies The Gaia and The Raif clan. The Reif Clan believes The Chosen are impure and
corrupted. They treat The chosen like they are the devil full of impurities. Albert finds out that hisfamily is
in trouble and someone wants to destroy them and erase their memories. As Albert learns to use his new gift
he will have to hurry because heisin arace of time to get the revelation he needs to save his friends and
family.

What will Albert do? Will he be able to save everyone? What will his revelation reveal? Come along for the
greatest ride from another world where technology meets revelations. Where prejudices are the norm and
change seemsinevitable.

Lucia says

A friend told me about the book and | got interested and decided to buy it by Amazon. I've received the book
around two weeks ago, and it was so interesting that | have already read it all!!! It's that kind of book that
you just can't stop reading!!! Congratulations to the author! | recommend it to everybody, but itisfor surea
great option for teenagers gift during Christmas!! Hope you all also have the opportunity to enjoy it!

Heidi says

I enjoyed this book, especially the technology on Gaia. | so want a closet with swatches of fabric that | can
turn into any clothing design | want. And a bedroom that | can simply tell what | want and where | want it. |
found the characters likeable and interesting. And the plot was definitely an intriguing one, moving to a new
planet where a'utopian' society exists, it sounds great, but of course, no human society is perfect, not even
the one on Gaia. While the writing isn't as detailed or smooth as | would like, | did enjoy this as a quick
entertaining read. (And isn't that cover gorgeous?)

Scott says

The Chosen of Gaiaby M. Marizisagreat story for young adults. It tells the story of Albert, a 15 year old



boy, and the rest of his family on their adventure into an advanced society. The Gaians keep an eye out for
people that meet certain requirementsto bring into their society to help enrich their way of life. Despite the
claims of anideal society made by the Gaians Albert learns that there are hidden elements that don't agree
with the policy of bringing in outsiders. Albert's family must keep their wits about them in order to prove
their worth if they want to stay in their new home and possibly survive.

| really enjoyed many aspects of this book with the information on Atlantis being a neat addition. The pacing
of this book was pretty good with twists coming at the appropriate times to spark another level of interest.
The technology exhibited by the Gaians was great and had some very intriguing applications, especialy the
variety of changes the houses were capable of affecting.

Thereis alittle something for everyonein this book. There is crime to solve, futuristic technology, young
love, sports, action, intrigue, thrills, conspiracies, and more. If you pick up a copy of the book for yourself or
your child (1'd guess middle school and above but I'm pretty bad at guessing reading levels) you won't regret
it.

| received a copy of this book from aliterary publicity agent in exchange for areview.

Monica says

| was pretty bored by this book and | wasn't afan of the writing style. The plot's pacing seemed to go from
slow to fast with awkward changes, and | didn't feel like | could connect with the POV characters. | did think
that the book's premise was great, and | think that with alittle practice, this author has alot of potential to be
agreat writer.

Michael Long says

This tellsthe story of afamily who is given the opportunity to travel to and live on a hidden planet near
Earth..autopia. But all isnot as perfect as it seems, and the family finds themselves accused of a deadly
crime. Thisis one of my favorite books of my recent reads.. the characters are interesting and engaging, the
plot isn't too predictable or boring, the writing iswell done, and the book is fun to read.

If | had anything bad to say about it, it would be this: | thought the story was a bit short. If there was a sequel
to the book, it would be much more satisfying.

Overall, this was a great fantasy with a unique setting, and one that | enjoyed reading. | would highly
recommend this for agood read.

See my reviews at http://www.michael scifan.us

Eric Townsend says

The Chosen of Gaiaiis afantasy of a Utopian world from the eyes of ateenager. It’slisted as YA on
Goodreads, but | would definitely call it aMG read, and avery simple one at that. The story surrounds a



family from Earth that is chosen to a different planet, one far more advanced then our own, in order to help it
grow in terms of population, knowledge, and with their specific abilities. It is a pretty basic concept, but the
downside is the execution isjust as primitive.

As previously mentioned, The Chosen of Gaiareads like aMG book, and once | realized that | eventually
got used to the obviousness of concepts used, and limited vocabulary to go along with it. That was fine.
However, the problem comes with the extreme lack of depth of every part of the book. Characters, plot,
world building, romance, itisall so... surface level.

While everyone in the family plays arole, it is the twin teenagers, Albert and Ruth, that are the main
characters. Supposedly they are both 15, but Albert behaves like a 12 year-old, and Ruth more like someone
around 17. Albert isyour classic misfit. He' s shy, awkward around girls, slightly geeky but mostly just
oafish. He' sthe first, and most obvious example of how each character islittle more than a trope/cliche. Ruth
isthe protective one, with a quick temper for those she doesn’t like, and she gets annoyed when Albert
embarrasses himself, and often consequently her too. Sheis more practical, and a stronger character in
general, and while shefills the classic “older sister/sibling” role, she does so with some personality.

Sadly those two are the highlight of their family, as the parents are 100% empty shells with singular
personalities. The father is consumed with his job and doesn’t have hobbies, other interests, or any character
outside of hiswork, and thisis something actually pointed out by the book! The mother is the caring one, but
sheis purely there to be awife/mom, and when her husband has issues she has a complete meltdown. They
are throwaway characters, and Mariz does nothing to hide that fact.

Staying with the characters, I'll briefly touch on the side-characters, aka the friends and love interests. While
the MCs were hollow, their group of friendsis even worse. Violet, Albert’ s barbie-doll of acrush, does get
some character development, as she shows loyalty, and sensitivity despite the implications surrounding her
friends and their family. | give her some credit. Phin, Ruth’s boy toy has no personality and is only there to
give her someoneto latch onto, blah. Finally, Nicolaus, is the comedian of the group, and is only around to
lighten the mood...which he usualy fails at for the reader anyhow. His dialogue is childish and
uninteresting, just like him.

Y ou may be wondering now, why am | so character-focused in afantasy book? Where is the cool sci-fi
tech/fantasy elements? What of this new world? My answer is simple, as much as | was unimpressed by the
characters, the depth of them isfar greater (though still little at best for most) than the world around them, or
what bit of plot actually exists.

The futuristic tech is very childlike in its focus. Clothes you can customize completely, houses that can be
altered to whatever color or design you' d like at awhim, instant-food (that’ s actually good and involves no
cooking), and other such trivial things. Y es, there isinstant-transmission styled transport, but it isn’t
explained very well, and the world they are traveling in is described as alarge rural community anyhow,
keeping to ssimple and environmentally-focused lifestyle and design.

Abilities such as wiping memory, visions, mood altering, and forcing people to be their true selves are afew
of the notable “powers’ found in The Chosen of Gaia, and are some of the few fantastical elementsin an
otherwise more sci-fi type of world. There are amplifiers to boost the abilities of people, used predictably for
good and for bad reasons, but most aren’t worth noting.

Then there is the previously mentioned excuse for aplot. A scandal involving Albert’s parents, the death of a
leader, and a scheme to rally the people of Gaiaagainst al of the “chosen” forces the teenage group of



misfits into action. They must reveal the truth of what happened, prove the innocence of those they care
about, and do it all against some mean grownups from an ancient order. While that sounds interesting, Mariz
failsto giveit any more depth than | did. Every detail is obviousin advance, there is no mystery to this
whodunit, and silly childish schemes miraculously work by al the evidence falling in the laps of Albert and
company.

A boring new world was the first disappointment, the lack of plot the most egregious error, and the mostly
bland, lifeless, and cliched characters the final straw. The only positive for me with The Chosen of Gaiawere
the solid pacing, as it was an easy and quick read, but otherwise there just wasn’t any depth here. Everything
was surface-level and because of that | didn’t care about the characters or their plight. Thisis not the Utopia
you are looking for.

Lee Mavin says

Thisisagreat read. Perfectly balanced Y A with fantasy. The idea: thereis an invisible planet orbiting earth
that has an almost utopian society. People from this planet visit earth and recruit familiesto learn from them.
A family is chosen and is flown to this planet only to find that things aren't exactly perfect. The main
characters are Albert, the boy named after Einstein and his sister Ruth. They are enrolled in an futuristic
school and are instantly the focus because the are 'The Chosen of Gaia

M.Mariz has put together a great plot with avery fresh idea. The Y oung Adult aspect had me hooked as | am
asucker for books like Harry Potter and Percy Jackson. This book fits right in with these stories and is on par
with them in character development and originality.

| really enjoyed this book and won't hesitate to read more from this wonderful author: M. Mariz.

L ovey Dovey Books says

The Chosen of Gaia is the perfect choice for light reading and entertainment. M. Mariz presents a perfect
society with immense technological advancements and little worry about crime or disease.

Albert and hisfamily are introduced to this new world, Gaia, as afamily of Chosen. They'll have to adjust to
their new life or return to Earth with no memory of their experience. Albert, histwin sister Ruth, and their
mother Sophia wholeheartedly agree to the journey, but their father, Victor, hesitates. The very opening of
the novel presents to this normal family alife-altering decision that changes their perspective of themselves
and the worlds around them.

Within this story, Mariz doesn't let everything proceed smoothly. The characters face opposition and
uncertainty. The Chosen of Gaia istruly a story that readers of any age can enjoy because of the lessons both
the parents and children learn. Albert and Ruth's journey is the most impressive because they come to
blossom on Gaia, especially when their peaceful stay on the small, green planet turns violent. Even when
separated from their parents they learn to rely on each other and stand alone against the people who would
daretry to force them from their new home.

The Chaosen of Gaia has light elements of mystery and science-fiction. Light, because thereisn't alot of
complicated jargon and the story doesn't get more complicated than exploring life on a hidden planet with
futuristic technology. M. Mariz's debut young adult novel comes highly recommended!



Originally posted on Lovey Dovey Books
*Review copy provided for honest review and blog tour purposes*

La Tisha Wammack says

It was agood story with the potential to be great. The story was rushed and did not take the time to develop
the ideas as well as they could have been. | liked the characters and the ideas presented though.

Jessica says

The Chosen of Gaiais a perfect example of fantasy blended with mystery. Which, as this bookworm happily
found quite quickly, make for avery quick and enjoyable read. M. Mariz presents awhole new world in this
book. Literally. Imagine a perfect society. One with technology far beyond our wildest dreams, and an
extremely low mortality rate. Sound too good to be true? Y ou might just be right.

Albert and his family were wonderful to follow in this story. It's not hard to choose favorites since Albert and
Ruth, the two children in the family, were so vivid and unique. Albert is aboy who is used to keeping out of
the spotlight. The politics of school have taught him that hiding is better than being bullied. Ruth, on the
other hand,fitsin wonderfully. She has friends, and popularity. However once they arrive on Gaia everything
changes. | loved watching them blossom, learn to trust themselves, and one another. M. Mariz does a great
job of showing how much this family truly loves one another, and it is heartwarming.

In case you're worried that this book is all sunshine and roses though, let me set you straight. Albert and his
family definitely run into their fair share of problems. When something happens that rocks the small planet
of Gaia, it just so happensthat they are al in the middle of it. It was nice to see that this family banded
together when it was necessary. It's never easy to be the new peoplein town, and it definitely gets even
harder when you find out that people already dislike you before they even know you. Nope, no spoilers here!
You'll have to read.

Although The Chosen of Gaiaisn't the most complicated, or masterfully plotted book that I've read lately it
was a hice change of pace. The story pretty much flies by, allowing you to get to see a new world that might
just take your breath away. Overall | was fairly impressed by M. Mariz's story! | can't wait to seeif thereis
more coming around the bend.

Claudia Damasceno says

My best friend gave me this book and as | was making comments about it to my family as| read it, | noticed
that the book disappeared because my daughter took it away from me. Later on, she admits that took it, and
then my husband also take it away from her. It was funny. | ended buying 3 more of the same book because
we got so into the story that no one was talking in the house, only reading the book. We simply loved it. |
should make them to write areview, too, but they would never do that. So I'm writing for three of us.

| totally recommend this book, but hide from your relatives or just buy more than 3.



Sabrina Riley says

This was an adorable, charming story that mixes the perfect amount of fantastical sciencefiction that is
unlike any of us have ever experienced, with the inner struggles and emotional journeysthat everyone
experiencesin life.

| loved the story, right from the first page. Mariz takes readers on aride through family values, solid science,
love on many levels, loyalty, and even touches on the importance of dreams. The journey all beginswith a
dream called a Revelation.

| have a Revelation: We will be seeing much more from this author. | can't wait to read the next thing she
writes, myself. And | wouldn't be too surprised to see this book turned into a movie...it would be a
blockbuster.

Jaime says

| won this book from the Librarything giveaway program and Im so glad | did! It was a fantastic dystopian!
It was a perfect blend of fantasy, mystery, and atouch of sci-fi. The main characters are very likable and you
find yourself wishing you were as lucky as them and becoming a chosen one who get's to move to Gaia and
experience al this amazing advanced technology. | would love a closet that works like there's does, not to
mention the flyers, personal MODs and intensifiers! Just such afun creative world anyone would want to
step in and experience. | would of gave thisfive starsif it wasn't for the few spelling and grammatical errors.
The story itself though isafast incredible and a must read for fantasy lovers. Y oung adults are sure to love
this book! | would also love to see this book made into amovie!

Stina M adison says

Full review here: http://zodiacbookreviews.blogspot.com...

Gaiaisaperfect world that values the good in people and strives to advance its society. There hasn't been a
serious crime in more than 200 years and no ones fears leaving their homes unlocked. The citizens of Gaia
are descended from those who once lived in the legendary city of Atlantis. And then there are those very
select few from Earth who were Chosen and given the opportunity to live on Gaia. Albert Klein and his
family are the most recent to be Chosen to live in this perfect world. But just as there were those in Atlantis
that persecuted the mystics, there are those on Gaia who persecute the Chosen.

TheKleins and their neighbors, the Beckers are two Chosen families being targeted by this clan of racial
purists. Albert, with the help of his new friends, will need to overcome his fears and embrace his new found
gift for Revelation to set thingsto rights.

The Chosen of Gaia depicts a seemingly perfect world of peace, enlightenment, and advancement. But a
pretty exterior can't hide augly interior forever. No matter how hard or how long one strives for perfection, it



cannot be achieved. Aslong as hate exists in the hearts of people, peace cannot be gained. Thisis shown
through the racism and prejudice the Raif clan shows toward the Chosen. They see the Chosen asimpurities
that need to be purged from the Gaian society.

But there are those, like Albert, who strive to be the best they can possibly be and gain strength from the
persecution they face, and become unlikely heroes to those who would face the same persecution. Albert was
even dubbed "The Clumsy Chosen Hero" after his efforts to stop the Raif clan were made public. It's through
people like Albert that even a small amount of peace can be obtained.

The Chosen of Gaia raises questions about the nature and hearts of the human race. Through only one person
acivilization can thrive or decay, al depending on what's in their hearts and minds.

| really liked this story and the characters the live within it. | would love to see more from this world, maybe
from Ruth's POV, Albert's twin sister. But if thisis the end of the Chosen's story, I'm glad that it ended on a
happy and hopeful note. The bad guys are punished, friendships are mended, and love brings them all
together. It couldn't end in a better way.




