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«Quelle que soit I'neure alaquelleil arrivait, Thomas restait une heure et quart chez Claire. Jamais plus,
rarement moins.Un jour, elle débrancha son magnétoscope et sa cafetiére électrique et dissimula son réveil
dansletiroir de latable de nuit. Ainsi Thomas n'aurait plus aucun moyen de connaitre I'heure et il resterait
plus longtemps.Lorsgu'il sonna ala porte, avant d'aler lui ouvrir, Claire regardal'heure a samontre et la
rangea dans son sac.l| était huit heures moins vingt-cing.»
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From Reader Review Sa Femme for online ebook

Patrik Hallberg says

A short story about Claire who fallsin love with Thomas. It very nicely describes the obsession that
sometimes strikes us when we fall in love and how that feeling evolves. Nice twist in the end.

Anne says

j'al trouvé celivre trés bien écrit et je vais chercher d'autres romans de cette auteure. pourtant, je reste un peu
sur mafaim alafin de celui-ci: c'est trop sobre, trop épuré pour raconter vraiment une histoire

Robin says

Pas justement ma tasse de thé.
(but good practice nonethel ess)

* k%

For French Book Club
(the Folio edition is not an option to choose on Goodreads)

Doug says

Court, succinct, trés abordable mais aussi plat et vain.

Liz says

Mia LAVIHOA VOUB?Ad, av UTIope? a BIBA?0 va XOpaKTNPIOTE? 7101, Kot ?¢, OV TOWEC TIPOT?0ELC,
TOA? KP? KEQPZA AL, EA?XIOTOI 01 2A0Y0L. ZaV OXES YPAUMO HUBIOTOPUATOC. ZEUTIVO TTVTWC!

Rachel P says

Sparse and psychological. It tracks and ultimately exposes a state of mind, the nature of an obsession, while
ultimately creating as much mystery as it solves. It reveals, but only in part, and never attempts to explain. |

liked that. The short chapters and the economical prose only make the story even more compelling. A quick,
engrossing read, both tense and understated.




Marika Oksa says

Naisen muotokuva kirjan muodossa. Lyhyessa kirjassa keskitytdan Clairen siséisiin tuntemuksiin. Kirjasta jéi
jotenkin kylma vaikutelma - mik&an [amminsdvyinen tunnelmapalatamaei ollut.

Adrian Astur Alvarez says

I found this book through one of my all time favorite filmmakers, Claire Denis, who | guess worked with this
author on her impressionist film Friday Night. Anyhow, | loved that film so | thought 1'd check out this
Bernheim. I'mreally glad | did.

The prose is sparse. The sentences are short and lend themselves an air of obsession, which is appropriate for
the themes of the story but not overly done. In fact, | could say that nothing was overly donein this novel.

Some of the writing is so incredibly subtle that it would be easier to read past and miss than pick up on.

Thisisashort book and could definitely stand up to several readings. | highly recommend it.

Veronique Girod says

Beautifully written

Amu says

Arvoituksellinen ja voimakkaan tunnelmallinen ranskal ainen romaani parisuhteesta. Téméan lukee nopeasti,
mutta luulen ettatdma el pitkdan aikaan poistu gjatuksistani.

livdui says

Kitap 1993 Medicis Edebiyat Odiiliinii alm?? olmas?na ve asl nda karakterin bir parcailginglikle hayat
bulmas?na ra?men yazar?n anlat”m?n? sevmedim. Sirekli -di'li gecmi? zaman iginde anlat?an eylemler
okuma Zevkimi inad?na krd?. Bahsetti?im 2u tarz cimleler: "Y erinden kalkt?, mutfa?a gitti, dolab? act?,
Zampanyay? gordl, sonra akl?na banyo geldi, banyo yapmas? gerekiyordu, fakat parfim stirmedi,
parfuminin kokusunu sevmezdi, hastas?™? gormeye gitti, hastas?n? gorip geldi, geldi?inde ???klar? act?,
koltu?una oturdu, tavana bakt?...." Boylesi cimlelerin ard? ard?nadizilmesi, bana glizel bir okuma keyfi
ya?atamaz. Kitab?n k?sa olmas?yla sorunum yok, kitaplar uzun veya k?sa ne olursa olsun, anlat?m?n
guzelli?i esas belirleyicidir fikrindeyim. Bahsetmeden gegmeyeyim, bu kitab? okurken karakterinden dolay?
akl?ma Animal Triste geldi. Onun ya?att??? doyum cok dahafazlayd?.




belisa says

bu kad?n ne yazsa okurum...

Zeynep Nur says

Olabilecek en k?sa ciimleler ve secilebilecek en sade kelimelerle yaz2lm?? O'nun Kar?s?. Bu ag?dan, kitab?
okurken edebi kayg?y? bir kenara b?rakmak gerek. Ama her ne kadar tekni? di?er kitaplardan ¢ok farkl?
olsadaolay ¢rgisi olarak beni tatmin etmedi. Claire, ??psevdi bir karakter olmakla beraber sevdi? adama
yadaadamlara kar?? de?i7ik saplant?ar? olan bir karakter. Thomas?n kulland??? ?eker kaplar?n?,
prezervatifleri saklamas?, bunlar? bir gekmecede biriktirmesi ve onlar?n foto?raf ?n? cekmesi... Sa?A2k1? bir
insan?n yapaca?? hareketler de?il bunlar. Boyle olmas? Claire'i ilgingle?tiriyordu fakat kitab?n k?sa olmas?
bu ilgingli?i yeterince yans?tam?yordu. Belki ba?ka bir kurguda kullanmal ?yd? bu teknik ya da Claire yerine
daha gunlik hayatta gorebilece?imiz bir karakter secilmeliydi.

Thomasya kar?? hiderinin a% veyabir ¢e?it hoant? oldu?unu diZinmilyorum. Bana gore bariz bir
saplant? var ortada. Thomas'y? tan?madan yok kar?s? boyledir, yok cocuklar?ylatatile gitmi2tir ?eklinde
kendini gereksiz yere y?pratmas? ne kadar obsesif oldu?unun bir ba?ka kant?.

K ?sacas? ¢cok be?endi?imi styleyemem ama nefret etmedim. Eksiklikleri ve a?r?Xklar? vard? kimi
noktalarda. O ylizden 5 Uzerinden 2.

Sonataj essica says

What an interesting short novella-at least the first half.

I got sucked in by the almost cold prose, the descriptions of the thoughts of the "other" woman. Her
imaginary look at the "other" life of his, the way she clings to this affair with no future.

And then, al of a sudden we get a happy ending. Maybe we only get to see what she hoped for, the twist is
certainly way beyond realism and without explanation. Too much left unsaid in the end.

Weighing up the good and the bad | am willing to give 3 stars but | finished this with afeeling of
disappointment.

Kasandra says

Great detailsthat illustrate the way we can obsess over lovers at the start of arelationship (or after many
years, if passionate enough). | didn't like the protagonist right away, however, and the ending confirmed my
initial opinion of her. Very well-written and a fast read.




