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With passion and humor, an I celandic author tellsthe coming-of-age tale of a boy navigating life's
changesin all their angst and ecstasy.

Josh Stephenson’ s thirteenth year starts with a baffling sequence of events. His estranged father has just sent
him ataxidermied falcon for his birthday. Hisflirty seventeen-year-old girl cousin has moved into his house,
using his bedroom as a passageway and taking bubble baths in the unlockable bathroom. And now he's gone
AWOL from school to escape the locker-room teasing about certain embarrassing anatomical changes. On
top of al that, he'sin love, but wondering if dreams of love can ever come true. Hiding out in his secret
hollow in abig rock by the sea, Josh tries to figure out once and for all: is hislife being sucked into a black
hole, or isthisjust being thirteen?
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Miriam says

By inviting usinto the mind of Josh Stephenson, Fridrik Erlings brings the confusions and difficulties of
being a thirteen-year-old boy vividly to life. Josh iswrapped in his personal turmoils, but not insensitive to
the agonies of others around him: his hard-working single mother, his rebellious cousin, his best friend
whose life may not be asidyllic as Josh had always supposed. Then, too, Josh is tormented by his
burgeoning feelings for his classmate Clara, misses his nearly-totally-absent father acutely, and loathes
almost everything about his school. Makes for good reading! Translated from the original Icelandic by the
author, himself, whose philosophical yearnings tend toward the poetic...an apt expression of adolescent
explosive emotion...

Calista Dinges says

"Fish inthe Sky" is about athirteen-year-old boy who has a sixteen-year-old girl cousin move into his house.
He has alot of embarrassment in school and skips school and his mother does not know. His father is away
and ison boats out at sea all the time. For his thirteenth birthday, his dad sends him a stuffed falcon.

In this book, | like the fact that the book is interesting at some times. It also tells us all of his problems and
what he is thinking throughout the story. | do not like the fact that the story drags out and sometimes gets
boring to read for along period of time.

I recommend this book. | recommend this book to readers that don't mind long stories within the book. Itisa
pretty good book overall. If you like books that show personal problems and how they get resolved then |
would recommend you read this book. It's a good book!

Kelly says

| feel like something was lost in tranglation, assuming this was translated (the author is Icelandic). | wanted
to like this book - it was even written by the cofounder of the Sugarcubes - but it just couldn't hold my
attention.

| gave up on this book about 60 pagesin so al | really know about it is that it's about a smart 13 year old boy
who isabit confused by social relationships, is getting interested in girls, and who misses his dad, from
whom his mom is divorced. Also, his 17 year old cousin moves in with his family, further disrupting his
sense of home (but probably changing him for the better in the long run... | don't know, | didn't get that far).

Perhaps I'll pick it up another day - it wasn't bad, just didn't grab me - but it will go back to the library before
that day.




Marika says

When Josh turns thirteen, his father sends him a stuffed falcon. Besides his aunt's pear tart, it isthe only
good thing that happens. His seventeen-year-old female cousin moves into the storage room connected to his
room, he thinks he'sin love, his best friend seems babyish, and his body begins changing-- making school
unbearable. So Josh stops going to school. He wanders, trying to figure out who this terrible person is that
he's becoming. Erling portrays Josh's emotions with brutal honestly, capturing the confusion of becoming a
teen with realistic detail. Y oung teens will see areflection of themselvesin Josh while their parents (who
should be required to read the book) will be reminded of the difficulties of coming-of-age.

Angela says

I won this book in a Goodreads giveaway.

| appreciate getting a free book. But this book wasn't for me. | liked the idea of an adolescent boy coming to
terms with hislife and becoming ateenager. But when he started talking to himself and having visions of the
Shower Lady trying to eat him....you lost me. Those thing made it strange. And it was alittle drawn out. It
wasn't terrible, don't get me wrong .....it just went in odd directions at odd times.

Thank you for the opportunity to read it. | hope it does well.

KeralLenasays

There was some fabul ous writing in this book. Some of the metaphors were beautiful and the language was
beautiful. | don't know if thisis because the book was trandated from Icelandic and that language is different
or if the author just writes like this al the time. Either way sometimes | just wanted to read quotes over and
over again. Take the beginning, “| am a star, atwinkling star. I’ m an infant on the edge of a grave and an old
man in acradle, both afishin the sky and abird in the sea.” | can't even think of a better way to begin this
book.

This book was very philosophical. There are alot of times when | was reading and though, when | would
think, huh if I think more on that it could be very philosophical (for instance | talk about the daydreams
below and | think these were meant to be philosophical). Sometimes | don’t want to think about the deeper
meaning in books; | just want to read and enjoy it. This one forced you to think beyond the written meaning
because if you didn’t the book was confusing and not very good. Thisis one of thefirst times| haveread a
philosophical book like this and it was a new experience.

Some of the experiences Josh has are very relatable and | could empathize with how he was feeling. But it
was even better to read about these experiences because | was getting them from a boy’ s point of view. It
was fascinating to see things from the other side. When Josh was getting teased for his new developments, |
could relate because | had seen that happening before. | didn’t know that boys teased as much as girls
though; | figured it was a mean girl thing. Who knew that boys get teased too (not me!).

| found a couple of things that were disappointing to me.



Sometimes | like the coming-of-age novels. | can relate and it is interesting to see other peopl€’ s experiences.
However there are some things | don’t want to hear about. | went through puberty; | know what happens. |
don’'t want avivid description of how Josh feels when he peeps on his 17 year old cousin. | don’'t want to
know what he feels when his cousin tackles him trying to get something back. It may happen, but that
doesn't mean | want to read about it. There were pointsin this book like | described where | just wanted to
stop reading because | didn’t want to read it (I did shoulder through though). | think it just went too in depth
sometimes with things that are not enjoyable to read.

There were some times where | was really confused too. Josh would go off in daydream tangentsthat | didn’t
understand and didn’t think were really important. They weren't little daydreams either; they went on for
pages and pages. | usually got bored after the first page or so and skipped to the end of the daydream. The
description in the daydreams were gorgeous, don’t me wrong, but | what was the point?

Also, for akid who isjust coming of age, Josh is exceptionally perceptive. When | was 13, | did not think
that | was on the brink of adulthood. | just felt awkward. Heis thinking of philosophical things, realizing
how much heis growing up, and seeing the emotional and physical changesin the boys and girls around him.
He seems awfully perceptive for his age and his original emotiona state at the start of the book. The whole
tone of the voice seemed more like an older narrator; not a 13 year old boy. Thisisn’t necessarily a bad
thing, but it did make me question how realistic the book really was.

Sky says

hhtp://www.facebook.com/TheBooknatics
http://thebooknatic.wordpress.com/

| received this book through Goodreads First Reads.

Thisisawonderful and in-depth story of becoming of age. A young boy, who is turning 13, struggles with
the changes of becoming a young adult. His emotions are stirred, he's more curious about girls, and that only
makes him more confused. | really enjoyed this book, as it made me remember what it was like to be a young
child and al the changesin our thought process which we experienced, and grew aware of love,
responsibility, and selflessness.

| adore how the author really spills his emotions into this book, such arealistic and humoring tale of the
experiences of our young lives.

A great book for 13+ (with parental guidance)

Heather Noble says

A wry understated insight into the life of a 13 year old Icelandic boy with the inevitable dysfunctional family
but imagination, intuition and poetry in his soul.




Lilly says

A LUBIOT?PNUA EVNALK2WONG, ?X1 AKPIR?C... V0 HUBIoT?pNHa-0T?0N 01NV £€20000 TNE £@nPe?0C.
O oLYYPOE?0C TIT?El TO pause OTO UETA?XUIO TNC AAAOY?C KAl N 10TOP?0 Lot 2LEl VO alwpe?tal
VWXEAIK? TTVW ATT? TOLC 2pweC. Kal BA?TEIC 2A0 aUT? T JIKP?, TIC AETITOU?PEIEC TIOV 2XEIC
OTROB?0El ? 2XEIC OLAYPAPEL ? 2XEIC EEXP0EL KAV 2TL LTT?PXAV TNV ETIOX? TIOL 700LV OEKATPI NV
XPOV.

O T{og Z1?Bevoov de de?XVEl VO TDAVKOATAAOBaVEl K?rota dlagop?. Eval ta kp? Kal
KOBNUEPIV? TEPICTATIK? TIOU TOV TAPOKOUVVE KAl TOV KAVOUV VO GUVEIBNTOTIOIE? 2TI LW2AAOV
T?AELWOE N TIAIK? NALK?20. KUPI?TEPO XAPAKTNPIOTIK?, N EPWTIK? a@?rviarn. Mp2ua Tou Tou
QQVETAL TPOUOKTIK?, OIXOUEP?, B2010. AEV TO KATOAOPAVEL KAl EV UTIOPE? VA TO XEIPIOTE?.
Epwre?etal Tnv KA?pa T UPHOB?TpI? TOL, OTIOEPE?YEL TOV T2UU TIOU BP?0KEl K70E ELKAIP?0 VA
KOPO?OAPEL TOLC TIVTEC, OYUTI?EL T UNT?PA TOU, TN AUTI?TOL KOl TN UOE? HEPIK G POP?G
TOUT?XPOVa, KI VO 0wp? 7ANA, AVUIKTO YEYOVZTa KOl 010021aTa. TO KEPAGKI OTNV TO?PTO €AV
n £ad?pen Tou, N TpoTu. EIoB?AEl OTO dWU?TI? TOU, OTO UTTAVIO TOU, KUKAOPOPE? ?PEC TIOL OV
TIP?TEL KAl OE?XVEL VA 2XEL AYOTIN VN TNG AOX0AZ0 va Tov TEIP?LEl. O T{og dev UTOPE? va Td
ONK?0€l 20 aUT?. Xpel2¢etal va Ol 2Aelppd. Kal To T ?pvel pVo¢ Tou: B2el TN UNT?pa ToL va
UTIOYP2PEL LA 2DELO IA VO AEAPEL ATT? TO OXOAE?0 ETT OP?0TOU, EV OWO?0 TNC, KAl ATAZC...

OTT?XEL.

To HLBIOT?PNUO KATA@?PVEL VO WIAZOEL TN YA?000 TV €@?Bwv, TNV €0?tEp? TOLG YA?000. O
CLWYPAE?2OC 2XEL VOV TP?TO VA ILAPLEL TOV TP?TO OKAPNG EVIC SEKATPL?XPOVOL, AV VA NV
T(?POCE 0 XPVOC ATT? TTVW TOU, KI ?XEl LENVEL KI EKENVOC EKE?, ' ALT? TNV 20PN KOl TPOUOKTIK?
NALK?0. O TP?MO¢ TIOL AVTIdP? 0 K?0E ?pwa g, 0 TP?MOC TV OK2PTETAL KAl KUP?WCE 0 TP?TOC TIOU
UTI?PXEl OOV OAZTNTA, KOBIOT? TO HLBICT?PN A PUXOAOYIK?.

Ol OX?0€1G METAE? TWV NP2V EAAL AN N LOOPPOTTN TOL HUBIOTOPUATOC. METUBAANUEVEC
OlOPK?G, ?TO1 70TE VO UNV E?2PEIC TI €VaL oTaBep? Kal T1 ?X1. =?peI¢ Lo Tov TLog, KI auT? dev
€7001 0?Y0LPOC VIO TO TI?00 KAA?. ES? 0 2310¢ dev &?pel TW?0V TIoLOG €Val. H oX?0n Tt ?pa-yiov,
MO 0X701 TIOU OTO TIIOIK? LUOA? O TT?P0C ?XEl €E1OUVIKEVTE? KAI EA@VIK? KATAPP?EL, N 0X70N
MNT?POC-YI0U, EVUET?BANTN KI AUT?, XWP?C 2UWG TIOT? VA U@ OPBNTE? TNV ay?rm HETOE? TOVC, O
TP?T0C 7pWTAC, N OX70N KE TO 7AAO @7A0, N 06X 70N KE TO 2310 @?A0.

O PpTPIX PPAIVYKG ENVAL EVTUTIOOIOK?C T?TOC. Ma ap)?, 2dpuoe pal? e tn MTylopk to
OLYKP?TNUa «The Sugar-Cubes». ?xel ypAPel ET20NC OEV7pLa, ?XEl apOBpoypa@?oel, ?XEl BpaBeuTe?.
K1 2U0¢, KIVE? TO ypav 210 TOU HUOAO? TOL OOV VA YT VEL L7AIC OTNV EQENRE?T KOt YP2@EL a
HLBLOT?PNa-KABp2@Tn. M?AI0TA, YP2PEL E T?TOLO TPIO TIOU N IOTOP?0 UTIOPE? va dlaBacTe? KAl
OT? EVZAIKEG. 200G KO IE KAA?TEPO TP?TO OTI? TOUC EVZAIKEC.

Z0Upa VAL VA HLBIOT?PNUA TIOL LTEPTEPE? OE GX 701 UE TNV OYXPOVN T?0MN TWV BPIKOA KWV
KOl TV UTEPONVA WY, GAVTOOTIKA TAATU?TWY TIOL (OUV OVUEC? HOC. AE?XVEL LUBIOT?pnua
OLOXPOVIK?, OXEON KAAOIK?. K?e avayw?20tng, €AVl duVaT?, TV 7pa TOL dlAB?(El VO OKEQPTE? 2Tl
«NVETA B UTIOPO?0€E VA TO ?2XEl dlaPB?0€l oTa deKATP?a». MAT? AUT? TO PUBioT?pnpua dev TPOCTAOK ?
TO EQPUEPO KL TOV VTOVO EVTIUTIWOIAOU?. EAVaI 20 10TOP?0 TIOU TIYVEL OTO XPNVO, YVETAL oAV
KaBp2gtng, Kal BA?El 0 K?0e avayw?20TnNg TOV EQUT? TOU. TO HUBIOT?PN A AUT? aKpIR?G ETEID?



HOL?Z€l E OTIYUI 2TUTIO, EOTI?(El GTN AETITOU?PEIN, GTO TPAUIKP? TIOL UTIOPE?G UE TN POVTOO?0 GOL
VO TO @TI26E1C TEPATOEG PEY?AO. 2T K7€ 2N BoC.

O PpTPIX 2PAIVYKG OEV €A TIPALO?E, EAVAI CLYYPAP?AC TIOU AVTIUETWITEl KATUATA THV
TIPOYUATIK2TNTO KAl @T12XVEL TO TOPTP?TO TNC UE HEPKI. EKEVOC U Ba SIGAPEEL TNV OTIIK?
YoV 20 TOU B7AEL VA TNV aTioBavaT?0el, EKEVOC JIOAEL TO PG, TN OT?0T1, TO 2Po¢. Va
HUBIOT?PNUO VEAVIK?, 2TIOG XA PAKTNP?LovVTal TIN?0V.

H KpITIk? dnpoaoie?tnke oto: http://www.critique.gr/index.php?&amp...

Ericafoferica says

This book was good, it just wasn't that good. | can appreciate the meaning of the story about a thirteen year
old boy, Joshua, who is coming of age. Josh struggles to figure out the facts of life and where everything
leads after the age of thirteen. We've all been there as we've slowly grown into adults and this book was a
simple reminder of those times. | must say, however, that there were parts where | cringed alittle. For
instance, Josh was becoming sexually aroused when his cousin, Trudy, pined him to the ground and began to
tease him. | understand hormones, but really? Other than that, the story was simple, but there were sections
that were quite "dry" to read.

Kim Heimbuch says

Reviewed by Janessa, Age 15

This book was alot like the movie "Moonrise Kingdom" and was pretty good. Josh just turned thirteen and is
starting to think more about life and where he fits. His parents are divorced and he lives with his mom,
though he misses hisdad alot and isjealous of his friend Peter, who has a dad and spends alot of time with
him. Heis changing alot and the boys at school are bullying him about it so he stops going, and his teenage
girl cousin moves into the room connected to his and has to go through his room to get to the bathroom that
she spends alot of timein. So life for him is just too much sometimes, so he spends most of histimein his
secret place in abig rock by the ocean, trying to figure out who heisand if it isnormal.

Read Full Review at http://www.musingwithcrayolakym.com/3...

Emily says

This book is great even though | only read 180 pages of it. The book made me laugh and made me think alot
about what will happen in the next chapter. It also made me think more about Josh Stephenson's life and
thoughts. The book explains alot about life as ateenager and dreams, wondering if they'll ever come true.
Josh'slifeisfilled with unbelievable events that you'll want to read over and over again.

Onething | don't get about this book iswhen his mom tells him that his cousin Gertrude then he makes a big
deal about it. | get the fact that his friend Peter has alot of sisters and they're annoying, but how can Josh not
like someone before you meet them? Now that he knows her now, | know that she is annoying and | know
that he had a correct thought about how she may be like. Although, to me it sounds like he's sort of calling all
girls annoying. Just because your friend has alot of sisters and they all get on his nerves doesn't mean all
females will get on your nerves.



Mimi Jazman says

The only reason | picked up this book at a book fair is because of the cover. It has this blue and simple cover
with some fancy-childish font on the front and stars are sparkling all over the background. It is one pretty
book and since the summary is not that interesting, the cover actually makes a good attraction factor for
people to buy this book.

It takes me along time to finish this book. Probably the next book after this one will take even alonger time
to befinished. But | still need to read, no excusein that.

Towards the end of the book, I've regretted that | have not finished reading this book earlier. Most of the
time, | read this book and fall asleep. The book is obviously monotonous. But, at this point also | realized
how GOOD the book isand yes, | think it made up to my favorite list.

I recommend this book to practically EVERY ONE because this book worth everyone’ stime. | supposed to
pick up “The Sky is Everywhere” by Jandy Nelson but suddenly, my heart thinks otherwise and | picked up
“Fishin The Sky” instead. But, | am telling you right now, I’'m not regretting my choice at all.

Thisis surely agood book. Everyone needsto read it and | probably keep it for my future kids because this

book explains things young teenagers need to know. Parents are also very much welcomed to read this book
because it will let you understand your kids so much better. And even you can relate to the characters in the
book.

You will find it sad at first to see how Josh struggled with puberty and towards the end, you will be so proud
of him when he stopped everyone from insulting him freely. He made COMEBACK S and all of those
comebacks usually succeed in shutting all those bullies.

Throughout my reading experience with this book, | realized that this book really has the ability to warm the
readers hearts. | can literally feel the warmth it gives out from its beautiful pages. All those beautiful words
about love and sweet dreams and how reality is the real home for our souls touched my heart softly. Fridrik
Erlingsis one great author. He knows how to make mefall in love with Josh and how | can exactly relate to
all the charactersin his book. It is so great. | hope to read more of isin the future.

Ade says

buku bagus...

"You must promise me never to shirk your duties. Sometimes we feel lifeis not fair, but then we shouldn't
run away, but face our problems and hope for the best. That's how you become a grown-up"




Katie says

This book was clearly trandated from Icelandic, the language of the saga. Josh is dramatic but not
melodramatic. He's 13. He makes grandiose, sweeping statements about himself and his place in the world,
but the dramain his narrative ("I'm atwinkling star, far away in space, on a billion-light-year starch for
another star so the two of us can twinkle together, aside by side, rotating around each other") is precisely as
dramatic as life. He loves clara, he kisses his cousin trudy, he throws his schoolbag into the ocean, he misses
his wandering sailor dad, he steals a porn magazine, he has a stuffed falcon on his desk. And the whole time,
he'sin Iceland; a place as vast and mysterious as all the teenagersin all the world.




