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Ein Leben, das fur drei reicht: erschiitternd, unfassbar, herzergreifend. Kurz vor ihrem fuinften Geburtstag
wird Marina aus ihrem Dorf in Kolumbien entfihrt und im Dschungel ausgesetzt. Ein kleines Madchen, ganz
auf sich gestellt, eigentlich chancenlos in der Wildnis. Vollig verangstigt irrt sie umher, bis sie auf ihre
Retter trifft: Kapuzineraffen, die sie in ihren Clan aufnehmen und von denen sie schliefdich alleslernt, was
sieim Dschungel braucht. Je mehr Zeit sie mit den Affen verbringt, desto mehr vergisst Marinaihr
Menschenleben. Doch dann, nach etwa finf Jahren, wird sie von Wilderern entdeckt und an ein Bordell
verkauft. Es gelingt ihr, den schrecklichen Verhaltnissen dort zu entfliehen, und nach einer langen Odyssee
findet sie schliefdlich Freunde, die ihr ein normales Leben in der Menschenwelt erméglichen.
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Mary Anne says

Truly an amazing book, that | realy did not believe it was true, but it was.

Starts out with Marina being dropped off in the Columbian jungle at about age 4-5 years by 2 men. She has
very little memory of her early childhood. In the jungle she begins to search for water, food. She keeps the
faith that her mother will come to find her, although that never happens. She meets and lives with the
monkeys, eats with them, is protected by them and loves them, as they are her only family. She has no idea
how much timeis passing by; isfinally able to climb to the top of the highest trees with the monkeys;
encountered humans, but they shunned her, as she was walking on all fours and could not speak. She was
chased back into the jungle. Y ears later (probably about 10-12 years), she encountered 2 hunters ( one man,
one woman), she followed them and the woman ended up taking her out of the jungle. She was happy at this
point, not realizing that it was aterrible mistake. She was taken to a brothel in Loma de Bolivar, owned by
AnaKarmen. This woman beat her mercilessly and it was unending. At thistime, Marina had to start
adjusting to life in the world...everything was new, confusing(language, eating, items, work, hygiene, etc.)
because her only experience was life with the monkeys. She eventually was allowed to go to the store for
shopping, but never ran away because she did not know where to go. A kind woman would speak to her and
told her she should run away so that she would not have to prostitute herself. After the car accident where
she was the only person spared (2 girls from the brothel and 2 men), she did go back to the brothel for a
while, only to finaly really run away after aman came to "buy" her services from Ana Karmen.She became
astreet child in city of Cucuta and lived there for 2-3 years, using the name Pony Malta. She stole, slept
under bridges and became friends for the first tiem (altho it was with street children) She eventually tried to
get work (after someone suggested she could earn aliving and live with afamily), by asking people.
Unfortunately she ended up living with a mafiatype family. They were very cruel to her and beat her. She
met a neighbor (Maruja)who helped her escape this family. She went to the convent for years, but ran away
from there and was sent to Bogota to live with Maruja's sister. She feelsthat Marujawas a true angel because
she helped Marina, even though she was in danger with the mafia family who Marinalived with. It would be
intersting to know how she met her husband and her early adult life. Great book!

Lori says

This book is amemoir by Marina Chapman. When she was almost five she was kidnapped from her yard in
Columbia and left deep in the forest to die. Well she did not die. A group of monkeys eventually allowed her
into their family. For five years she went from being a human to behaving like her monkey family. learning
how to climb trees and find food and shelter. She walked around on al fours and soon forgot her native
language. She was found about five years later. Although these people got her out of the forest it was not a
rescue she was traded for a parrot to abordel 0. here she was forced into being a servant for a couple years. it
would had been soon before she would be forced to be a prostitute so she ran away and became a street
urchin for ayear. Thisled to begging afamily to take her in their home in exchange of being a servant. She
picked a bad home turns out the family was connected to the mafia.and very dangerous and cruel. a neighbor
of the mafiafamily got her away where she was put in a convent. later on the neighbor helped her leave the
city to aeven safer place. this book goes for almost five to about 14. Marina was the name the author gave
herself at 14 after going with no name or names the severa places gave her. Thiswas an interesting book. |
was impressed this small child managed to survive in the forest. although the monkeys did not actually raise



her, they did allow her in their group. | like reading memoirs and this was a different one.

Angela Oliver says

Some might say that this book cannot possibly be true, some might look at the release date and wonder if
something else is up. But truth be told or not, it doesn't matter - this was an utterly engrossing read. |
devoured it in 24 hours, and found myself totally immersed. The writing style, at the beginning, iswritten in
the manner of a child - not a child as young as Marina actually was, but with the same innocence and naive
outlook on the world. Why the child was dropped in the forest, we shall never know, nor how she managedf
to survive on her own wits and befriend the monkeys. But her fascinating tale does not end when she leaves
the rainforest - it has only just begun. She must struggle to find her way through another kind of jungle - the
harsh and twisted nature of humanity, until finally she finds redemption, of a sort.

It all seemstoo extraordinary to betrue, but yet it is still believable, and whether thisis the true story, or a
story she has led herself to believe, it certainly makes for a compelling read.

Jessica says

The sort of story that once started, | have to finish in nearly one sitting. A fascinating account of awoman
whose childhood was spent in part among monkeys in the Colombian jungle (as afive-year-old, she was
kidnapped, then abandoned in the jungle). Later, surrendering herself to a stranger, she is sold to become a
slave-worker in a brothel but her wits, along with akindly neighbor's warning, keep her from actually
becoming a prostitute. Street life and more follow but Marinas wits, well-honed in the art of survival, as well
her need for genuine human connection, keep her safe for the most part and alive.

| am fascinated by wild child stories: what makes us human? What makes us ‘civilized'? What are we without
the human family? Marina's account of her time among monkeys adds to my appreciation of animal
intelligence. More than once she is saved by a member of the clan: once, terribly ill from something she ate,
sheis brought to water by an elder, made to drink and hence, vomit.

Some of the other goodreads reviews doubt the veracity of the account. | do not, or at least no more than |
doubt other memoirsto be 100% "true." Intrinsic in the act of writing about one'slife is embellishment, and
the line between memory and imagination is not always clearly drawn in our mind. But those who doubt, it
seems to me, fail to consider both the incredible cruelty humans beings can have for others, the mercenary
ends we engage in, the extent of human trafficking, and the capacity that the animal world, in particular
primates, have for connection, empathy, and awareness.

There is one aspect that I'm not sure | believe and that is the actual length of time Marinalived with the
Capuchin monkeys. Looking back with her daughter, she calculates time in terms of how much her
daughter's hair grew in childhood with memories of how much her own had and comes up with x number of
years. But who's to say whether her own hair would have grown at the same rate, especially given her limited
diet, and more to the point, how can time spent alone as a child be calculated? | remember summers feeling
like years... Seasonsin the jungle are not so noticeable, so not areliable marker of time passing. | question
whether she really spent the 3 or 4 years she calculates. | don't doubt, however, that the author did live with
monkeys, followed their ways and learned much that was important: what to eat, where to sleep, for



example, along with playfulness and affection.

Rachel says

There is much controversy as to whether this story istrue or not. | don't know that it really matters. I'm sure
it matters to the author and to Marina herself. Regardl ess, the messages and circumstances in the book itself
are quite good. This book has made me look at things a little differently. Maybe allittle less judgmental of
those who are less fortunate. We don't know how people get where they do. It has made me think of family
members who were abused and adopted into our family and maybe have alittle glimpse at the ‘why' they do
some of the things that they do...

Any book that makes me a better person, makes me stop, and look and ponder, that book gets five stars.

Donna says

The Girl With No Name - The Incredible Story of a Child Raised by Monkeys, Marina Chapman with
Vanessa James and Lynne Barrett-L ee; Pegasus Books, 2013

“The Girl With No Name” is a powerful true story of a preschooler in Colombiawho is cruelly kidnapped
from her home and then tragically abandoned in the remote jungles of Colombia. Alone and afraid, the
traumatized 5 year old girl gradually becomes one with a group of monkeys who basically help teach her,
keep her alive and accept her into their jungle family. Even after being ‘rescued’ from the jungle years later,
however, the wild young child is forced to adapt and continue to fight for her very survival. Bravo, Marina
Chapman, you are clearly not just a survivor, but avictor in your own life. A wonderful, true story of
triumph over a difficult world, “The Girl With No Name" isadramatic life story not soon forgotten.
Published by Pegasus Booksin 2013.

| have received this book for free to review. | an amember of NetGalley, Goodreads, and Librarything.
DBettenson

TaraLynn says

I bought this book because | love monkeys, and wanted to read this fascinating memoir about a Colombian
child abducted and abandoned in ajungle, then taken in by aband of Capuchin monkeys. The writing is
simple (Chapman's daughter interviewed her and they brought in a ghost writer to finish the work), but the
story isriveting and revealing. While | was atad disappointed that only about 1/4 of the book takes placein
the jungle, the book does pick up when Chapman reenters society. She goes from a brothel to the streetsto
the home of a mafialeader to a convent, before she finds her place.

Some don't believe her story. | do. I've read some memoirs and felt that there was no way that someone could
remember so many childhood conversations verbatim or so many events. To me, most of this story rings
true. Chapman indicates where she is vague, and has knowledge of the jungle and animal world no one could
know unless they spent vast amounts of time exploring it from a monkey's level. Having traveled through a



rain forest and followed a troupe of monkeys through the trees, her descriptions sound dead on.

If some memories have been embellished, the basic story of a child surviving with animalsin the jungle and
then surviving the human animals in the city should give readers awindow into what it means to be resilient
and to hold on to what is good in you, when everything is conspiring to make you give up your life or take
on the values of the oppressor.

I recommend this book to anyone interested in animals, foreign culture, and survival stories. And there may
be a sequel, which | will for sure pick up. Chapman is awise spirit, one we can all learn from.

Brittany says

[

But then she leaves the jungle and this is where the book lost me. She ends up at home after home filled with
abuse and afew random kind ppl that she wonders what happened to over and over. Then after all of these
horrible experiences, she finds a good home and th

lonia says

Y ou can't read this book and not feel something for Marina. This essentially begins (after a short preface)
with the kidnapping of ayoung girl who is abandoned and then forced to live on her own in the wilds of
Columbia. For years, she goes undiscovered, relying on a group of monkeys to teach her to survive. She
therefore learnsto live in arather uncivilised manner and has a very difficult time adapting to life when she
is rescues and brought to live among people once more.

| can't imagine that all of the thingsin this book are reported exactly as they happened, there are afew things
that rather contradict themselves, but honestly, by the end, | really didn't care. This book is about an
amazingly resilient child that grows up to be remarkable woman. There were certain parts that made me
angry, other portions that made me hurt for her and wish | could grasp her hand and tell her everything was
going to be aright, | did not get through this book without a range of changing emotions.

While | do not want to discredit the ghostwriting abilities of Lynne Barrett-Lee at all, | did have adifficult
time reconciling the voice of awoman that was raised by monkeys and didn't learn to speak until later in life
with the at times very formal sounding speech of Ms. Barrett-Lee. This made it difficult for meto fully relate
to the memoir.

Overal | thought this was interesting and certainly tells a story that completely true or not, is worth the time
to read. If you have not read this book as of yet, may | recommend that you secure a copy for yourself.

Thisreview is based on adigital copy from Open Road Media.

Audrey says

Thisis an absolutely incredible true story of ayoung girl who faced extreme hardships and eventually found



her forever home. Before her fifth birthday she was stolen from her parental home. Her kidnappers
abandoned her in the Columbian jungle where she lived with a troupe of monkeys for another five years. She
has fond memories of her time in the jungle and for years afterwards she missed her "family".

However despite becoming very much of an animal herself, the girl realized she was a human and needed to
return to her kind. She soon learned that humans were much more dangerous and cunning then her animal
friends. One day some hunters came into the forest and the girl chose to go with them.

The hunters sold her as a slave to awoman who was running a brothel. While at the brothel the girl was
named "Gloria'. Eventually she escaped and ended up living as a street kid for several years where she was
called "Pony Malta" after atype of drink. The time came when she wastired of the street life and someone
suggested to her that she go knocking on doors asking if someone would allow her to work for themin
exchange for food. It eventually worked but unfortunately the family that took her in was involved with the
Mafia and treated her badly. Here she was called "Rosalba." A neighbor lady befriended the girl and when
life became to dangerous for her, Maruja helped her escape and brought her to a convent. For once she was
safe but she was extremely bored and constantly caused mischief.

The girl found away to escape and returned to Maruja, the first human that ever showed her compassion.
However because of the Mafia it wasto dangerous for the girl to stay with her. Maruja arranged for the girl
to join her daughter's family. It was there that she found her forever home. She finally was able to have a
name of her own and called herself Marina. | was absolutely astounded by the adventures this girl went
through.

Monty says

This book was totally fascinating and | sometimes wondered if it were fiction or non-fiction (similar to the
Mutant Message from Down Under). My guessisthat it is true, though in any event it istruly a case of
survival and of the range of human cruelty and kindness. Hereis alink that summarizes the book and
includes a video interview with the author. Personally, | recommend reading it.
http://www.theguardian.com/science/20...

Jean says

In 1954, in aremote mountain village in South America, alittle girl was abducted. She was four years old.
Marina Chapman was stolen from her housing estate and then abandoned deep in the Colombian jungle. That
she survived isamiracle. Two days later, half-drugged, terrified, and starving, she came upon atroop of
capuchin monkeys. Acting entirely on instinct, she tried to do what they did: she ate what they ate and copied
their actions, and little by little, learned to fend for herself.

Thus begins the story of her five years among the monkeys, during which time she gradually became ferd;
shelost the ability to speak, lost al inhibition, lost any real sense of being human, replacing the structure of
human society with the social mores of her new simian family. But society was eventually to reclaim her. At
age ten she was discovered by a pair of hunters who took her to the lawless Colombian city of Cucuta where,
in exchange for a parrot, they sold her to a brothel. She eventually escapes to unknowingly become a servant
for afamily run by the mafia. Another escape and she is sheltered by nuns within a convent. One more
escape and she is taken under the wings of a South American family and beginsto feel the raw effects of



family and being loved.
Truly, an amost unbelievable story of determination by one little girl.

Barbara M says

Thiswas a highly unusua story about ayoung girl, about 5 years old, kidnapped in Columbia and deserted in
the jungle. She lived among the monkeys imitating and befriending them in order to survive. After years of
living among the monkeys, sheisfinaly found by a human being who sells her into slavery. Shelived asa
slave and was beaten regularly. She escaped and lived as a "street kid" begging and stealing on the streets of
Columbia. She moved from one bad environment to another throughout her young life. However, she clearly
isasurvivor.

The story is being told many years later. The girl who was kidnapped is now a grandmother. Some people
have criticized the story and said that it could not possibly be true. | think that it is the way this young girl
remembered the experience. She was just akid when it happened and very frightened. She's been through a
lot in her life and survived. Based on what | have read el sewhere, her story about what it wasliketo be a
"street kid" begging and stealing to survive on the streets of Columbia seemed believeable. | cannot
comment on the authenticity of her story about the jungle since | have never lived in the jungle with
monkeys!! | did find myself believing what she said - that the monkeys were kinder to her than the human
beings she encountered. It was avery interesting story - | couldn't put it down until | finished it. | found |
really cared about her. | hope that today she is enjoying a happy life with her family!

Julie says

A good story. An incredible story. I'm not sure how | feel about this one.

The ghost-writer did agreat job in spinning a provocative tale of ayoung Colombian girl who was
kidnapped from her home, abandoned in the jungle, and left to fend for herself in the wilds. She was
apparently befriended by atroupe of capuchin monkeys and lived among them for several years until her
"human urges" induced her to re-connect with humans. She revealed herself to two humans (who turn out to
be animal poachers), and the rest, asthey say is history.

What | find most incredible is not her survival in the jungle, but her survival on the mean streets of
Colombia. That's where the real animals hunt, it would seem.

After aseries of heart-breaking mishaps among humans, which are spun like an adventure story for young
adults, Marinafinds herself transported to a"civilized" world, where finally human beings are kind to her.

| can't say | understand, or even believe, all of the things that happened to her -- it does require atruly strong
and willing suspension of disbelief on my part -- but then, | wasn't raised on the streets of Colombia. Who
knows what tales can be engendered in the imagination when one is struggling from day to day, just to
survive? Who knows what stories you have to tell yourself at night, when you are a child and alone, to make
the world make sense?



In my own imagination, | do believe that she was kidnapped, and perhaps even lost or abandoned by her
kidnappers. | see her wandering lost and alone. In order to make sense of this lost world, this disconnected
universe, the child builds some sort of world that makes sense to her and allows her to re-interpret the world
from a 5-year-old survivalist's perspective. Perhaps she wandered in the wilderness for aweek or two -- or a
night or two -- and everything in her imagination became coloured by the impact of that terrible shock of
separation from her known world. After that, everything was re-interpreted from the lost child in the jungle
perspective.

She could not speak, human sounds at |east, when she was found, but then there are any number of such
situations where atruly terrible shock to the psyche renders an individual speechless for atime, sometimes

years.

I'm not saying I'm anon-believer. I'm a skeptic more likely: the story of my life!

Ann says

| couldn't make up my mind whether to shelve this as fiction or non-fiction. A lot of the book reads like
fantasy and | don't believeit.

Orsolya says

Have you ever been asked if you were raised by monkeys during a particular miscreant childhood episode?
Marina Chapman may be the only person who can answer with an affirmative. Chapman, along with
daughter Vanessa James and co-writer/ghostwriter Lynn Barrett-Lee, opens up her childhood trauma of
being kidnapped and dumped in ajungle in “The Girl with No Name: The Incredible True Story of a Child
Raised by Monkeys’.

Chapman has a harrowing tale which sounds almost too far-fetched to be true: she was kidnapped at age
four, dumped in ajungle, lived with monkeys, was kidnapped AGAIN and sold into prostitution, became a
street child after running away, lived with amafiafamily, and then in a convent. WHEW! In “The Girl with
No Name”, Chapman recalls these events albeit with a blotchy memory due to age and obvious
psychological trauma. Thisisamajor factor affecting the memoir, as although the story is clearly
captivating, many questions are unanswered. Chapman recalls some details with clarity while others are lost.
This causes the events to be told with hindsight understanding and for the reader to take everything with a
grain of salt.

Frustratingly, Chapman’s focusis on the life with monkeys and her other ordeals versus her psyche and inner
feelings. Granted, she was a child and these deeper musings generally blur; but again: it leaves the reader
with many questions plus makes some of the story seem unbelievable. More details, explanations, and
insight would have certainly strengthened “ The Girl with No Name”.



Although the text isn't written in the best literary style, it is easy-to-read without being too ssimplified for the
general reader as most memoirs tend to be. Not only does this encourage page turning but results in a steady
pace with a sort of novel flair.

The authors annoyingly made attempts to portray Chapman as an actual monkey versus a child abandoned
and living with monkeys. Thiswas alittle silly and an over-attempt to stress the point of Chapman’s ordeal.
“The Girl with No Name” also suffers from describing criminal behaviors with no remorse and even with a
certain degree of justification and elitism, causing a questioning of Chapman’s story, character, and
weakening the memoir slightly. Not to mention, each event reminisced results in reader frustration due to
Chapman never having left her endless string of terrible situations. She displayed such survival instincts
amongst monkeysin ajungle but stayed in horrible situations afterwards. Then again, being an abused and
neglected child myself; | sort of understand this mental battle. An afterward from a psychol ogist would have
been helpful.

“The Girl with No Name” noticeably changesin tone after Chapman is kidnapped this time from the jungle
and sold to a brothel. Whether her memory of this period is sharper or the co-author is more in control of the
pen; the plot/recollections flow more strongly and the absence of early emotion is now filled. Motives and
feelings behind Chapman’ s actions are better described which creates a more vivid picture. This picture still
seems unbelievable at some points but some people have crazier stories than othersto tell.

At this point, there is a perplexing reaction to events in Chapman’s life working out too smoothly i.e. having
to run away at specific time of day and being given the opportunity at the last possible moment. Either
Chapman is embellishing or things weren’t as dire as she makes them seem (or perhaps her life was just truly
remarkable). Chapman also displays the “woeisme” attitude common to memoirsin the sense that many
times she found shelter away from the streets (such as a convent) which weren't good enough for her and she
called them a“prison” merely because they involved work and meager meals (better than being homeless,
sweetheart!) and then she would proceed to run away. Thisis aggravating for the reader.

The conclusion of “The Girl with No Name” does not end with Chapman’s current life and instead
metaphorically encircles back to the beginning of the memoir. Although this causesinitial disappointment
(and more unanswered questions); it is then revealed in the after word from the ghostwriter that a sequel
memoir isin the works.

“The Girl with No Name” is quite captivating and certainly stands out in the memoir world due to its
content, decent writing, and almost novel-like narrative pace. Even though it has flaws, the story will stick
with the reader and beg to be repeated. | will certainly await the sequel with anticipation. “The Girl with No
Name’ is suggested for those seeking a memoir which displays human strength in a rough world.

Faith Spinkssays

| spotted this book on my sister's bookshelf and thought it looked interesting. My sister had already read it
and found it only so so. |, however, was fascinated from the start and was reluctant each time | had to put it
down.

Marina's story is fascinating. Kidnapped at a young age from home and then dumped in the jungle she was
adopted into amonkey family and spent years growing up amongst them. But thisis by no means the limit to



the challenges she has to overcome as she grows up. Throughout her young life she is given many different
names, but actually she has no memory of what name she was actually given at birth. Eventually sheis able
to choose her own name, a name which signifies turning a corner in her life and finally finding freedom

again.

Itisasad story in so many ways - her painful experiences and the repeated blows she receives, and her
reflections on the cruelty of people from those she meets. Y et she does meet some who keep her hope alive
and her unquenchable determination and fight are such an encouragement.

Well worth aread.

Don Priest says

An interesting story, but the part that drew me in was her timein the jungle, and that ends all too abruptly.
After that, it's just not terribly interesting. Her time with the monkeys definitely molded her, but after a brief
rough point, she doesn't seem to have any more trouble fitting in than any other orphan in Colombia at the
time. The memoir also ends far too early, when she's only about 14. What about the rest of her teenage
years? When and how did she meet her husband, what does she do with her life? No answers. The book
should have been either an account of her time with the monkeys, and what effects that had on her
reintegration with society, or asimple full life memoair. It's neither, and it shows.

Petra X says

| don't believe that the author was raised by monkeys. | believe, as one of the articles | read suggested, that
she lived near monkeys and got to know them very well and they were perhaps, her solace, during a
traumatic childhood. | think that the author and her daughter believe she was raised by monkeys though.
Between disbelief and execrable writing, | couldn't finish the book. | stuck it for 20 chapters and |'ve given
in. Thereis an article that brings up the point of dissociation, written by one of the less-enamoured with
Chapman's feral-child story, it goes on a bit but there are some nuggets: Bullet media.

There were too many holes in the story. The revelations of how the monkeys taught her to open things with a
stone are too well known. There must be things we don't know about these primates you could only get from
living from them rather than observing them, but no, there isn't one. Part of the problem isthat the thoughts
reported are written in sophisticated language (not even the language of a child) when the author herself says
she had no language at all.

Sheisrescued (kind of) and sold (she thinks) to be aslave in a brothel. She has no concept of turning a
handle and apparently to this day she findsit difficult because you don't have to do that in the jungle (thisis
more than 50 years later). She understood no speech, only monkey yelps and screeches, she had no concept
of names even. Y et, afew chapters later on she is speaking perfectly normally and hiding herself away to go
riding in cars with prostitutes and their clients. The dialogue is certainly invented as are many of the small
details and that doesn't help credulity.

| believe alot of thisistrue. That somehow at ayoung age she did find herself working in abrothel ina
menial position. She would have good memories of what she did from the age of 10 or 11 and also



apparently there are people who remember the brothel she describes.

Her facility with climbing trees and making monkey whoops for her children is hardly indicative of anything.
Kids around here climb coconut trees like monkeys with legs locked around the trunk; even | could climb
treesas achild.

If the book had been ghost-written by a decent writer of non-fiction and edited by someone who actually
cared about research and facts, maybe | would think differently, but asit stands | don't think the author isa
fabulist, | think sheis self-deluded and believes more or less what she says plus quite a bit of filling in since
thiswas half a century ago. | don't think she's done it for the money either, although she obviously enjoysthe
fame what with interviews, documentaries back in Columbia and perhaps even afilm option. | think asthe
title saysit isan incredible story.

Searching Google for definition:incredible gives these results:
1. impossible to believe, and

2. difficult to believe; extraordinary.

Quite.

So 1.5 stars. Rounded up.

Written as | read the book (view spoiler)

Kathleen says

The nigh unbelievable memoir of a girl who escaped captivity in the Colombian rain forest as afive year old
and spent the next few years of her life trying to mimic monkeysin an attempt to learn survival skills. She
makes it very clear that these are wild animals, but she also makes it very clear that they helped her,
welcomed her, and treated her as a strange member of their troop.



Maybe it says something about me that | find the later parts of the story where sheisathieving street kid
more believable, but | do wish there was any kind of external corroboration for any of this. | seethat that is
impossible, of course, time, distance, and self interest making Luz Marinathe only person who can tell any
part of her story. And it is afantastic story. It reads like the best sort of novel. Marina goes from being
carried from one circumstance to another to determining her own destiny.

You can't help but like her, and everyone likes a good story. | do recommend the book. It's afun read.




