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Jorge LuisBorgesisthe hero of thisliterary whodunit by one of Brazil's most celebrated writers.

Vogelstein is aloner who has aways lived among books. Suddenly, fate grabs hold of hisinsignificant life
and carries him off to Buenos Aires, to a conference on Edgar Allan Pog, the inventor of the modern
detective story. There V ogelstein meets hisidol, Jorge Luis Borges, and for reasons that a mere passion for
literature cannot explain, he finds himself at the center of a murder investigation that involves arcane
demons, the mysteries of the Kaballah, the possible destruction of the world, and the Elizabethan magus John
Dee'stheory of the "Eternal Orangutan,” which, given al the time in the world, would end up writing al the
known books in the cosmos. Verissimo's small masterpieceis at once aliterary tour de force and a brilliant
mystery novel.
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From Reader Review Borges e os Orangotangos Eternos (Literatura
Ou Morte) for online ebook

Jigar Brahmbhatt says

Brilliant in its conception, thisis akind of book | can devour in asingle sitting. It is set during the annual
meet of the Israfel Society (an organization devoted to the study of Edger Allen Poe). Among the attendeesis
the great Argentinian writer Jorge Luis Borges. But soon, it is clear that the meeting of Poe affectionados can
never be devoid of a murder. Borges, as expected, assumes the role of a detective. Filled with philosophical
speculations, this novel is a caricature of the classic murder mystery, but in the end it emerges as a clever
mystery in itself. The sole pleasure of the book is in its nudge-nudge-wink-wink narration, which often
jumps into meta-fiction, and in the vague hint that the narrator, who revers Borges, is aware that they arein a
story. And it's beautifully handled by Verissimo!

The best piecesin the novel are the conversations between the narrator and Borges as they throw literary
references at one another while solving the mystery, most of which are obscure and esoteric. They may not
amount to anything, but as Borges wrote in the opening sentence of The Book Of Imaginary Beings: "thereis
great pleasure in out-of-date erudition”. Can you think of an orangutan who will end up writing a
Shakespearean tale if made to sit in front of a typewriter for eternity? Exactly my point!

Nickolasthe Kid says

KAaTaTANKTIK? OOTUVORIK? &l AN A TO OTI0?0 TEPITTPPETAL Y?PwW ATI? TOLC AYOTNHAVOLE MTI?PXEC,
M7 aAA? KOt Tov A?BKpa@r.

2001 €A1 EEOIKEIWUAOL LE TOUC TIPATIAVW CLYYPOPE?C B0 ATIOAC ?00LV TO TV EUTIVO OUT?
Ol YN O A0 TPATIAVW...

O KaBNyNT?¢ PAKEACTAV KAOAE?TAL VA A?0€l TO PUCT?PL0 o SOAOQOV?a¢ UE TNV Bo?PE1a TOU
MTT?0XEC... H 10TOP?0 €01 KAAOIK? OO LLOTNP?0V "KAEICTO? dWUAT?0V0" HE 2EVUTIVI TIAOK? KOl
OVATIVTEXO T?A0C... 3 HOXA?2p1a, VA KaBp2Ptng Kal Vo BaA?¢ Xwp?2¢ L2Tla €VAl TO OTOIXE?d
TIOU Ba 6700LV TNV A?0N OAA? Kol Ba Ta&1dAPOLY TOV avayw?0Tn oTa 801 daA?dN LOVOTL?TIa KAl TIG
puBoTAao?e¢ Tou MT1?pXEeC!H! !

ATIOAOUGTIK? KOAOKAIPIV? AVAV WO Kal 5/5 aoTtepXia...

Ludmilla says

"Boylelikle tim ihtimaller gerge?e dont?ebilmek icin Borgesi bekler." Zekice yazAm?? ve cok eenceli.
Borgesi ya da Poe'yu seviyorsan?z zaten okuyun ama k?sac?k iyi kurmacan?n nas? oldu?unu gormek
istiyorsan?z muhakkak okuyun. :)




Rise says

It'savery funny, entertaining, and refreshing whodunit, with more than passing references to Borges (a
major character here), Poe, and Lovecraft. Vogelstein is a 50-year old translator and English teacher who
adored Borges with the same fanatical zeal as the narrator of the Borges story "Pierre Menard, Author of the
Quixote." Hisfirst "encounter”" with the master was not agreeable: V ogelstein transated one of Borges's
stories for a Portuguese magazine but he changed some aspects of the story to fit his own preference for how
the story should proceed. Of course, Borges, upon learning of the travesty, was furious. They eventually
exchanged |l etters, which was the start of VVogelstein's literary hero worship.

Their second encounter was face to face, in a conference about Edgar Allan Poe held in Buenos Aires. But
even before the conference was to start, a murder of one of the speakers took place. The murder victim was
found, in true Borgesian fashion, in front of amirror — his body's position was such that it formed a letter
from the alphabet, a clue that could point to the solution of the crime. Borges and V ogelstein were enlisted to
help uncover the identity of the killer. The ensuing investigation was ariot of literary speculations, invoking
the mystery stories of Poe, the Kabbalah, Necronomicon book of the dead, et cetera. This novel was
criminally funny. I'm sure there were some in-jokes (Borgian, Poe-ic, Lovecrafty) that went past me, but it
was altogether a solid detective work, if abit too neat the way it all tied up, in a postmodern postmortem, in
the end. Verissimo was nonetheless guilty of leading the reader into a maze of intertextual pleasures. There's
achance that afan of Borges or Poe or Lovecraft will revel in the games and gimmickry of the Brazilian
writer Luis Fernando Verissimo.

The short novel was trandlated by Margaret Jull Costa who was probably in top form the way she came up
with words to describe the murder weapon:

Y ou mentioned that Palermo, the part of Buenos Aires where you were brought up, had been a
violent place full of bohemians and bandits. There they had two names for the knife, "the
blade" and "the dlicer". The two names described the same object, but "the blade”" was the thing
itself, and "the dicer" its function. "The blade" could fit in the hand even of asickly child shut
up in hisfather'slibrary, "the blade" could be any of the superannuated daggers and swords
belonging to hiswarrior grandfather or great-grandfather and displayed on the walls of his
house, but "the dicer", the knife in the hand slicing back and forth, in and out, existed only in
hisimagination, in afascinating world of rapid settlings of accounts and duels over honour, an
insult or awoman, in dark streets where you never went, where no writer went, except in the
literature he wrote.

Whether it's "the knife" (instrument) or "the blade" (form) or "the dicer" (function), the essence of light and
dark comedy here cuts through like any sharp object.

First posted in my blog.




Tyler Jones says

An absolutely fatastic, multi-faceted gem of a story.

When Vogelstein, an obscure translator and would be writer, decides to attend a Poe society convention in
Beunos Aires it marks a departure from his reclusive world of words. On hisfirst night he meets hisliterary
idol, Jorge Luis Borges, and is enmeshed in amurder as gruesome and puzzling as any found in the works of
Poe. Soon he finds he finds himself a guest in the library of Borges as the two of them, along with the
criminologist Cuervo, try to decode the clues and solve the mystery.

A pitch-perfect (mirror-image, if you like) story of the type that Borges himself was famous for- full of
symbolism, doppelgangers, iconography and powerful secret societies. Above all it is about the ultimate

power of words; a power that can create and possibly destroy the universe.

A charming hommage to Borges that could stand a ongside the works of the master himself.

Panagiotis says

Enal am?aut? 1a BIBA?0 TOL AV deV WwP?EIC TO LTIPAOITI BIBA?0 GTO OTID?0 AVOE?PETAL,
U?2AA0V Ba Bewp?0€l ¢ TG Ol ?PACEC IO LTIPO?Q0 . QOT?00, 700 TEPIOCTEPEC AOYOTEXVIK ?C TI?0EC
TIVEl KOVE?C, T?00 TO K?2Q aveRavel. I'p2@ol, avagop?c o€ AOYOTEXVIK? KAl 1N TPOPA?UATA Kal
HLOT?p1a, C?UPBOA - PAQ ETIOTPATE?OVTAI VIO VO d0BE? A?01 G€ VA LUCT?PI0 TOU £200UC KAEIOTO?
OWUOT?0U, 2TwC AVE.

KaA? avvwopa. KoAoKaIpiv? Kol dl0OKESAOTIK?, JE TIOL 2TNTO YUXAYWYIK? KOt AOYOTEXVIK?.

Zuberino says



DIV D007 D70 D077 00 20770 D707 V0707 D207 070 V07 207700 D700 0777070 0707?77 7?

PIXIVXIL P0X7009X V00000070 00770 0000, YIN 0090 00700700770 00090, 0000 0777070777077 77

PXXXXXYX? 202777 2772 277777 27777777211

Stacia says

A complete & utter delight of abook. A Borges style mystery with some Poe, Lovecraft, infinite monkeys, &
surrealism thrown in. Verissimo (meaning ‘true’ in Portuguese) leads you through a labyrinth of mirrors,
philosophy, surrealist reasoning, ancient history, & good old-fashioned noir while spinning this marvelous
mystery as you search for the truth of the matter. Excellent.




Yiannis says

MT?pxeg, A?BKpa@r Kal M7 THPEAA V0oLV, AOYOTEXVIK? ATTPAQLCT.

Nathanimal says

One of the most purely entertaining books I've ever read. Honestly, when | finished, | held it to my chest
with a purr.

| was a bit nervous at the start. | mean, was this just going to be some guy capitalizing on the fact that Borges
never wrote anovel? Saying to all the Borgesians who are a bit glum over the fact: "Hey everybody over
here! | got your Borges novel! Y our Borges stamped key chains! Borges coffee cozies! Going fast!"

Well the book was an homage, definitely, amost a piece of fan fiction, but an extremely respectful and astute
one. The guy obviously knows Borges down to his fluids and neurons. At the end he crafts this letter written
from Borges to the narrator, and the rhythms and diction are so spot on | had to go look at the publishing date
to make SURE Borges hadn't participated somehow. No, he was dead by the time this book was written, and
admits as much in the letter. The book was full of little touches and nods like that. This book distills and
collects so much of what | love about Borges.

Okay, how's this for super clever? Borges stars as the sleuth in avery Borgesian detective story (it relies
heavily on amirror), set appropriately enough in Buenos Aires at aliterary conference on Edgar Allan Poe,
who a) invented the detective story and b) was a primary if not THE primary influence on Borges and ¢) was
also the primary influence of H.P. Lovecraft, another Borges favorite. The puzzlesin this book quickly move
from forensics to philology, as you'd expect.

While Poe and Lovecraft definitely have their qualities, I'll admit they can be alittle too pulpy for me. | think
| like them best as bustsin the library of Jorge Luis Borges. Herein lies one of the main pleasures of this
book for me: examining those two writers through Borgesian eyes (excuse the irony there), through his love
of semiotics, of misdirection, and of obscure and fantastic scholarship. The letter, mentioned above, was only
one of the many ways that Verissimo exploited the meta-fictional "Is thisthisreal or not?' possibilities of the
story. The last word of the book is "verisimilitude" aword which | think, in its connotations toward both
truth and the simulation of truth, captures the spirit of this book; and it makes me wonder if the universeis
really so kind to have honestly named this author Verissimo.

GeorgeK. says

MA UKP?, CUUTIOONTIK? KO EVX?PI0TO HLBIGT?PNUA TIOU JlAB?LETAI LOVOKOTIVI? GE BUO-TPEIC
?pe¢ 10 TOA?. H ?An 1oTtop?0 dladpapat?(eTal KAT? TNV 81 2pKEIO TOV 17010V oLVEdP?0L TN Israfel
Society, 6T0 0TIO?0 PO{E?0VTOI O 2QOPO0I EIDIKO? V1A TOV CLUYYPAE?0 VTYyKOp PAav 7€ Kal avaA?0uv
Kal cu{NTO TO HEY?A0 TOU 7pyo. AUT? TN Qop?, TIPOC KTIANEN PAwv, TO cLV?3PI0 Ba dlopyavwie?
010 MTIOL'VOC APEC, KAl 2TOL, 0 OPNYNT?C TN 1OTOP?0C, O MOVAXIK?G HETPAIKAC POAYKETT AV, Ba
Ta&102Pel atr? 1o M?2pT0 AANAYKPE VI VA CUUET?0XEl GTO TLV?20PL0. EKE? Ba ?XEl TNV ELKAIP?O VO



OLVOVTNBE? ATT? KOVT? UE TOV UEY?AO KAl TPaV? X 7pXE AoL?¢ MTI?pXEC, UE TOV OTIO?0 ?XEl VA
TPEABV AY K2TO1A G AVTOAAAY?C VPO LU 2TV, 2UWC VAC PV0C, 0UT?C TOU aVTITHONTIKO?
Ieppovo? P?tkor, 6a aAA?EEl Ta TA VA TV dlopyavwt . O PoAYKETTAV B0 €Al 0 TP?TOC TOU
Ba BpeBe? OTOV T?1MO TOU EYKA2UATOC, OTOV OTI0?0 Ba AVAKOAAPEL K?TOILO KPLE? UNV2UOTA TIOU
100V 2PN OE 0 KPUTITOYP?2Po¢ P?TKOTwp TRIV TEBVEL. Mal? e Tov MT1?pXe¢, Ba TpooTiB8?c0uy va
O TIOKWAIKOTOI 7000V TA 1 2POPa UNVZUATA KAl VA BPOUV TOI0C PKOVE TOV V0. O YVOUV UTTPAIKEC
aVaEop?¢ aTo ?pyo Tou M7, aAA? Kal Tou A?BKpaq@r, B0 agX0ANB0 E TOV HUCTNPI?N
HOBNUATIK 20 0TPOV2U0/aCTPOA YO/ YEWYP2@O/aAX N OT/ATIOKpUE aT? TCov NTI KOl TOUC "al VI0UG
OUPAYKOTYKOUC" TOU, TNV KAUT?Ad Kal O 2Q0peC PANEC BEWP?EC,

MP?KEITAL Y1O [0 KAOOIK? "UTIOPXECIOV?' 10TOP?0 UE KPUPO?C K2DIKEC. TO T?A0¢ Ba eval o?youpa
OVATPETIIK?. Agv TOL B2LW HEYOA?TEPO BABU? VIAT? OV ELXAPICTONKA 131 2TEPA PAEC TIC
ava@op?g og M7, A?BKpa@r Kol MT?pXEC, IAT? TOA? ATIA? deV ?Xw Ol 70€l KOl TIOAA? TPHaTA
OTT? TO TEP?0TIO 7PY0 TOUC.

Z?2youpa 1 ypoa@? Al TI7pa TOA? KOA? KOl TO OTIA a@ANoNG TPWT 2TUTI0. MTIOPE?TE va PPE?TE TO
BiBA?0 pe Va T?A1po Kal K?tt WIA? otnv MoAite?a.

Kansour says

"I'p?pe Kal Ba BuunBe?c. O ypaT?¢ A?yoC. Ta TTAVTA VIa VA LTI?PEOLY TP?TEL VA YVOUV AoC. E?te
ATA?C £71€ 0VBETOC".

Julia says

At 131 pages, thislittle gem came up as arecommendation in one of my goodreads groups, and | read it in
an hour. Borges and the Eternal Orangutans iswritten by Luis Fernando Verissimo and trandated by
Margaret Jull Costa, who has won several awards for her elegant translations.

The Amazon blurb says: "Vogelstein is aloner who has always lived among books. Suddenly, fate grabs
hold of hisinsignificant life and carries him off to Buenos Aires, to a conference on Edgar Allan Poe, the
inventor of the modern detective story. There Vogelstein meets hisidol, Jorge Luis Borges, and for reasons
that a mere passion for literature cannot explain, he finds himself at the center of a murder investigation that
involves arcane demons, the mysteries of the Kaballah, the possible destruction of the world, and the
Elizabethan magus John Dee's theory of the "Eternal Orangutan,” which, given all the timein the world,
would end up writing all the known books in the cosmos. Verissimo's small masterpieceis at once aliterary
tour de force and a brilliant mystery novel."

I've always loved Borges magical realism, especially in The Garden of Forking Paths and The Library of
Babel. Verissimo fills this tiny book with many allusions to Borges, as well asto Poe and H. P. Lovecraft, so
those who are familiar with these three writers will get the "in-jokes" sprinkled through this charming
novella

The reference to John Dee led me to seek some more information about him.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Dee His life demonstrates that, even in the time of Elizabeth I, the worlds
of science and magic overlapped. Verissimo captures that hunger for magic and mystery which motivated all



three authors--Borges, Poe, and L ovecraft.

Rebecca Foster says

Surely one of the best titles for anovel ever. It’s an enjoyable academic comedy and locked room mystery,
with nods to Borges and Poe (though | probably didn’t get them all).

Meg says

Borges and the Eternal Orangutans was a delight. Short and swest, it was the palate cleanser | so desperately
needed just now.

This novellaisaliterary whodunit that's also a homage to Poe, Lovecraft, and above all, Borges. The
narrator Vogelstein was quite funny and | definitely had adumb grin on my face on the train while | was
reading this. There are so many literary allusions and hints (some of which | certainty didn't catch) lovingly
stitched into the pages, and passages that will delight those who love puzzles, language, words, and of
course, Borges. It was just redly refreshing to read a book about books and literature that doesn't take itself
too serioudly but is a good mix of comedy and intellectual detective-ing.

Some quotes | liked:

"When we invent, it is only to remember the truth more exactly.”

"Toliveistoleaveruins. "

“Victor Hugo said that the X signified crossed swords, a battle with an uncertain result, which
iswhy it symbolised destiny for philosophers and the unknown for mathematicians.”

"Me: O.The mother of all vowels. Symbol of God. That which has neither beginning nor end."

You:"A snake eternally biting its own tail. Symbol of Eternity."

URL

Me:"lts origin is the Semitic word ayin, which in Phoenician means 'eye’.

You: | disagree. It must be a pictogram of the Sun. The symbol of the pharaoh Akhenaten, who
was the first to conceive of god as 'author* of the Universe, and consequently of the author as
god. Our patron saint, Vogelstein."



“...[N]Jew England, a land of witchcraft and gloomy valleys, the only American equivalent to
the dark forests of Europe.”

“We have a gift for placing one word after another coherently and creatively, but we could
unwittingly be serving a coherence entirely unknown to us and thus inventing terrifying truths.
We write in order to remember, but those memories might belong to other people. We could be
creating universes, like Akhenaten's god, merely to amuse ourselves. We might unwittingly be
placing monsters in the world. And without even leaving our chairs.”

" If nature teaches us anything, gentlemen, it is to distrust too much symmetry.”

Lamski Kikita says

After reading the Club of Angels, | thought an author could not possibly do better, but on my, thiswas such a
riveting read. The narration (as aletter) is very engaging, the plot is mysterious and just has you on the edge
of your seat, the charactersinteresting, the events mesmerizing, and the interpretations and conversations
simply magical.

If you think one cannot combine Borjes, Poe, and Lovecraft in 130 pages, you are sorely mistaken. This
book is enticing and has me running to the bookshelf gasping for some Borges. | will also be reading Poe and

Lovecraft thisyear, all because of thiswonderful book.

Who ever thought writers were boring?

Marne Wilson says

A pleasant little mystery story that involves Jorge Luis Borges, Edgar Allan Poe, H.P. Lovecraft, John Dee,
and many other figures of occult literature. Thisisthe second book I’ve read by Verisssimo, and | admire his
sense of the absurd and the delight he takes in poking fun at pretentious intellectuals, as well asthe
conciseness with which he writes. Some writers would have turned this plot into a 500-page slog, but he
bringsit in at under 150 pages and doesn’t allow it to wear out its welcome.

EvBup?a AsoTiot?kn says

VA TP?EEVO BIBALAPKI, YPO LU0 OTO SE?TEPO TP?0WTD (T1 OOV TO TP?TO BIBA?0 YPAUUNVO OTO
Oe?1EPO0 TIP?0WTTO TIOL dI AP wW). EVAI G0upa dOTUVOUIK?, GAA? avaKaTE?El ToV 7%, To MT?pXEC,



T0 A?BKPA@T KAl IO OAPKANPN GNUEIOAOY?0 GXETIK? UE TOUG TPEIC OIUTO?C OTA P10 TNC EPWITIK G
pHovopav?oc. H 1670 eval 20TV KAl OT2KETAI H?00 OTOV KUKEVA TV VTIOB?0EWV TIOL KAV0ULV Ol
AOYOTEXVIKO? VIETXKTIR. H ypa@? eval oTa pt2{IKnN, YEU?TN HE TVEUA, KOl QUT? TIOU TEPLYPPOVTAl
UTIOPE? VA UNV €A1 KPOULYOA?0 QVATPIXIOCTIK?, AAA? OE KAVOUV VO COAEZEIC OTNV KAP?KAO GOU.
To T?A0C €Al TAVT?XPOVA AlWPO?UEVO KAl KATAANKTIK?, UE TNV VVola 2Tl E?PEIC 2TL N UTTPE0N
A?0NKeE, 0AA? dev E2peIg av €Al oT' aA?Bel0 ALT? N UTPE0N TV dI ?BACEC, ?ALT? TO T?A0C TNC.

EVIK? 0€ KVEL VO EKTIM?C KOI TO OLYYPO@P?0 KAl TNV ETIAOY? TNC ¢?PUAC TOL KAl KUPZWE VA N
MTIOUKVELC OTI? TO TEIPOMATIK? TOL 2Q0¢. M7?€1 va TEL, UTOPE? VTWE VO TEIPAUATI?TAV E TO 2POG
TOU, OAA? OTO OEPPR?PEl 0aV K?TI €2KOA0, K?TI TIOU TO KAT?XEL.

Oa 10 TP?TEIVA a8 PA0UC, KUP2WE VIOT? EAVAL EVX?PIOTO TNV AVANVWOT), HE OP?0N KOl @A0COQ?0
MTIAEYUVEG TOUT?XPOVO.

Michael Sander son-green says

Great title for abook . Great story that is full of academic, comic and mysterious elements . Although a bit
too erudite for me atimesit all comes clear at the end. Worth more than one read.

David says

Okay you guys who've been pushing all those "bizarro" novels: take your favorite bizarro author, and Jorge
Luis Borges will totally drink his milkshake. Even as afictional character.

Borges wrote what's called "magical realism" nowadays, but while his fans may think "fantasy" istoo
undignified alabel, Borges himself was a huge fan of science fiction, fantasy, and pulp fiction. The murder
takes place at the Israfel Society Conference (Edgar Allen Poe was one of Borges's favorites), so you have
Borges (areal person) fictionally attending afictional conference studying area author whom Borges redly
numbered among his influences. This book is atribute to Borges and Borgessfiction, and Verissimo actually
has the cgjones to use Borges as a character in his Borges homage. In fact, the narrator is an author,
addressing his narrative to Borges, and in the end, Borges answers back.

Under al this meta-fiction, the book is alocked-room murder mystery (with an unreliable narrator, another
Poe element), and you can read it on that level, but you won't come close to appreciating it unless you've
read afew of Borges's short stories.

Brazilian author Luis Fernando Verissmo totally nailsthe feel of a Borges story, and while thisisanovel
(Borges famously only ever wrote short stories; he wrote no novels), it's a short one, which also makes it
more believable as what could have been just areally long short story by Borges. Since Borges writes the
ending (... just read it) you might find yourself repeatedly checking the cover to remind yourself who the
author redly is.

If you haven't read anything by Borges, you are missing atreat. Go read Labyrinths or Ficciones. Then read
this book. Then read some Poe or Lovecraft. Not necessarily in that order.






