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Filled with a wealth of revealing new material and insight, the biography of the vivacious,
unconventional—and nearly forgotten—young Kennedy sister who charmed American society and the
English aristocracy, and would break with her family for love.

Encouraged to be “winners” from a young age, Rose and Joe Kennedy’s children were the embodiment of
ambitious, wholesome Americanism. Yet even within this ebullient group of overachievers, the fourth
Kennedy child, the irrepressible Kathleen, stood out. Lively, charismatic, extremely clever, and blessed with
graceful athleticism and a sunny disposition, the alluring socialite fondly known as Kick was a firecracker
who effortlessly made friends and stole hearts.

Moving across the Atlantic when her father was appointed as the ambassador to Great Britain in 1938,
Kick—the “nicest Kennedy”—quickly became the family’s star. Despite making little effort to fit into
British high society, she charmed everyone from the beau monde to Fleet Street with her unconventional
attitude and easygoing humor. Growing increasingly independent, Kick would also shock and alienate her
devout family by falling in love and marrying the scion of a virulently anti-Catholic family— William
Cavendish, the heir apparent of the Duke of Devonshire and Chatsworth. But the marriage would last only a
few months; Billy was killed in combat in 1944, just four years before Kick’s own unexpected death in an
airplane crash at twenty-eight.

Paula Byrne recounts this remarkable young woman’s life in detail as never before, from her work at the
Washington Times-Herald and volunteerism for the Red Cross in wartime England; to her love of politics
and astute, opinionated observations; to her decision to renounce her faith for the man she loved.
Sympathetic and compelling, Kick shines a spotlight on this feisty and unique Kennedy long relegated to the
shadows of her legendary family’s history.
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Heir to Chatsworth for online ebook

Diane says

It seems to be the time for books about the Kennedy sisters. Recently, Rosemary: The Hidden Daughter by
Kate Clifford Lawson was published and now Paula Byrne's Kick, about Kathleen Kennedy is on the
shelves.

Not much has been written about Kathleen, the fourth child of Rose and Joseph Kennedy, better known as
Kick. She, Joe Jr. and Jack were thick as thieves growing up together. When Joseph Kennedy was named
U.S. Ambassador to England, Kick began to blossom.

She loved their time in England and when WWII was looming over England, the Kennedy clan returned to
America much to Kick's dismay. She had fallen in love with Billy Hartington, the son of the Duke of
Devonshire and Chatsworth.

The Kennedys were the embodiment of good Catholics and Billy's family were from the Church of England
and historically hated Catholics. Though they were madly in love, their marriage would be problematic for
all.

Kathleen returned home and got a job working at a Washington DC newspaper, and pining for Billy. She
found a way back to England as a volunteer for the Red Cross, where she and Billy rekindled their love.
Although she risked her mother's wrath, Kick accepted Billy's marriage proposal and married him outside of
her deeply felt Catholic faith.

They were married for only a few months when Billy was killed in combat. Kick was devastated. She had
lost her brother Joe in the war and her brother Jack was nearly killed when his PT-109 boat was destroyed in
the Pacific theater.

She fought through the pain and eventually began a relationship with Peter Fitzwilliam, a married man. Kick
and Peter were killed in a plane crash outside of Paris in 1948.

The first half of the book is filled with names, so many that it made my head spin. The book came to life for
me in the second half, when Kick goes to England with the Red Cross. Byrne concentrates on Kick more,
and the people around her less, and that strengthens the book for me.

Not much is known about Kick, or Rosemary, so these two books give us insight into these two ladies from
America's most famous family. We see the strife between Rose and Kick over Kick's willingness to marry
outside her faith, and Joseph's strong love and belief in his daughter to make her choice, though he disagreed
with her.

I also liked reading about Kick's job in DC, how she made her way as a curious, intelligent young woman.
Her relationship with her brother Jack was an important part of her life, and the death of his two closest
siblings just a few years apart must have impacted Jack in a powerful way.

I recommend Kick for fans of the Kennedy family, as well as for anyone who likes a memoir about strong
women.



Erin says

As I've stated before I am a proud Kennedyophile (not a word I know!) I find this family endlessly
fascinating & will read anything about them. Kathleen Kennedy aka Kick was the 4th born & second born
daughter. She died in 1948 in plane crash the second Kennedy death but as you know not the last. Hundreds
of books have been written about this family but most focus on The Big Four: John, Jackie, Robert, Ted.
Until recently the rest of the family were footnotes. I hope writers will focus more in the future on the
forgotten Kennedys, so far I've read this book about Kick ( I know there's another book about Kick I plan to
read as well) & I've read a book about eldest daughter Rosemary but I really want a book about firstborn son
Joe Jr.
Who do I recommend Kick to. Kennedyophiles like myself & Nonfiction lovers.

Elaine says

Kick Kennedy was JFK's favourite sister and this is her story. She was a bright light in her own right.
Bubbly,vivacious, popular, clever, caring, she certainly made quite an impact on those who knew her. Before
reading this biography I knew very little about her. She lived life fully, was an asset to the Kennedys and
would probably have been as famous as her brother. She made England her home and against much
opposition married an English Lord from one of the most affluent families in England at the time. The
second world war took much away from her but her spirit was never broken but sadly her life was cut short.
The tragedy that has affected the Kennedy family again and again did not spare her. For me who is
fascinated with JFK and the Kennedy family this was an insightful read and a look at the family from another
perspective.

dianne says

The early chapters, i believe, are meant, in some way to convince us that the Kennedy family is in some way
special. That their closeness? their “drivenness”, competitiveness? is extraordinary.
But the examples we are provided just lead to the conclusion that, if anything, given their tremendous wealth
and grotesquely out-of-proportion opportunities, they ended up rather mediocre.
The author spends many, way too many words, on Rose’s devotion, her faith - really her fraudulent marriage
- knowing full well of her husband’s gross philandering but staying because she dug the money and power
and playing the oh-poor-me-Catholic momma (just my opinion, mind you). And we are told of the
competitive family dinner discussions, church/mass. Then the adorable anecdotes (remember they live in a
mansion in Bronxville during the depression) these good Christians: after grade school these (darling) youth
would go to “...a popular drugstore with a soda fountain on the corner near to the children’s school. When
the owner turned away, they would filch gum and lifesaver mints.”
Because, you see, the rules don’t apply to them, and BTW f-- the starving, tiny margin, store owner.
Oh and that particular one of the 10 Commandments.

So “Kick” Kennedy is off to Europe to finish her education (the 30’s!).
She is warned that she might have to view “so many sick people” if she went to Lourdes.
Next, she was “thrilled that she got to see Il Duce…. ‘He is magnificent and one cannot help but liking him



after seeing the patriotism of the Italians.’ She had seen the Pope and Mussolini on the same day.”
Yes, yes, i’m beginning to see that concise, critically thinking mind, finely turned at those dinners at work.
Not.

In 1936 (a time when the median USA family income was $1,160) Rose and daughters FLY to Moscow to
see the Bolshoi Ballet. Kick is back and forth England to Palm Beach, Hyannis Port, and back. Flying.

Her father Joe Kennedy Sr, the D. Trump of his day, (i’m so rich…) boinking every female around. One
particularly nauseating passage:
“Kick’s friend’s felt uneasy about her father’s unwanted advances. Some of them refused to watch movies in
the basement cinema because he would touch them and pinch them. In the evening he would insist on a kiss
on the lips.”  UCK.
But, of course, they were an EXEMPLARY Catholic family. Read the book's blurb: "wholesome"
"ebullient". Not so much.

Somewhere in here, despite her amazing schools, one of a kind experiences (the Hermitage? in 1936?
really?) and her disgustingly rich family, she is rejected by Sarah Lawrence. (Small schadenfreude).

So much of this book is written as though it was 1790 and the assumption is that all sentient beings are male.
Lem (JFK’s old friend) says of him, “I never knew anyone with stronger feelings of loyalty”. I‘m thinking -
wonder how Jackie Kennedy felt about that . His apparent “loyalty” to her seems to have been a tad lacking.
Just a thought. But from the beginning there was a clear division in rules based on gender. Perhaps females
don’t deserve loyalty?

On the cusp of war, Peace in our Time time, in August 1938 - Kick is partying in Monte Carlo - she is very
laissez-faire about a Jew who was with their party - who she describes becoming scared (understatement)
when someone else (in their group) got into a drunken brawl. She also complained that Austria “had lost its
sense of gayness and carefreeness” since the Anschluss.
Gosh darn it.

Towards the end of the book, I suppose as a compliment, the author throws in:
“She was a good shopper”. ?

Yes, she had a tragically short life; and was among the millions who lost during that war, and came from a
troubled family.

If you're interested in this person, check Wikipedia.

Erin says

Find this and other reviews at: http://flashlightcommentary.blogspot....

I've been to Dealey Plaza and toured The Sixth Floor Museum, but my most interesting experience with
Kennedy family history took place in a quiet English cemetery. I was visiting my cousins and we'd pulled
over to discuss where to go after walking the grounds at Chatsworth. My sister and I weren't part of the
conversation, so while the powers that be worked out a game plan, we opted to take a closer look at a nearby



church. As we approached the building, we noted a small sign addressed to American visitors and naturally
felt obligated to play our part. We followed the directions to a weather beaten headstone and commemorative
plaque. Someone had left a blue bouquet of flowers above the memorial marker honoring President John F.
Kennedy's visit, but the grave is what caught my eye and I spent the next evening looking up everything I
could find on Kathleen.

Unfortunately for me, there weren't many options. Kathleen Kennedy: Her Life and Times by Lynne
McTaggart was the only biography I could find, but reviews indicated Black Diamonds: The Rise and Fall of
an English Dynasty by Catherine Bailey had some good information as well. A fictional piece, That Kennedy
Girl by Robert DeMaria also existed, but not one of these titles satisfied my curiosity regarding Kick's
romance with William Cavendish, Marquess of Hartington. I wanted more insight, but the opportunity didn't
arise until 2016 when I landed an ARC of Paula Byrne's Kick: The True Story of JFK's Sister and the Heir to
Chatsworth.

Looking back on the book, I can't say that much of the material was new to me, but it was detailed and easy
to follow. Structurally I was somewhat confused and more than a little miffed, but that is what it is. The title
indicated the book would be about Kick and her relationship with William, but he doesn't make an
appearance until page 82. The first third of the book struck me as stock material one could find in any
Kennedy family biography as it was dedicated entirely to Kick’s parents and her life before Billy. This
begged the question, was Byrne writing about Kick and Billy as the title suggested or is this really Kick's
story with footnotes on her famous family as indicated by the cover image which inexplicably features Kick
and Jack.

I resigned myself to the latter, but even that didn't pan out. Kick's childhood and youth were dragged out
over several chapters, but Byrne pulled a 180 and lumped the last four years of her life into a paltry fifteen
pages. The only rationale for this is that Byrne didn't want to feature Kick's subsequent relationship with
Peter Wentworth-Fitzwilliam, 8th Earl Fitzwilliam too highly in a book that was supposed to be about her
romance with Billy, but that line of thought brought me straight back to my original quandary. Was Byrne
writing about Kick and Billy or was she writing about Kick? If the latter, why offer a byline about
Chatsworth's heir in the title and why omit intricate detailing of her life after his death?

At the end of the day, Kick: The True Story of JFK's Sister and the Heir to Chatsworth is not a bad
biography, but its structure wasn't flawless. I'm not sure how it compares to Kick Kennedy: The Charmed
Life and Tragic Death of the Favorite Kennedy Daughter by Barbara Leaming which also released in 2016,
but it does offer a significant amount of insight to Kick's life in England and I would definitely recommend it
to Kennedy enthusiasts.

Julie says

Kick by Paula Byrne is a 2016 Harper publication. I was provided a copy of this book by the publisher and
Edelweiss in exchange for an honest review.

Does the fascination with the Kennedy’s ever really fade?

This larger than life family, is remembered for their unprecedented success and mark on our country and our
lives, but they are also remembered for the heart wrenching tragedies the family has endured. This book is



about Kathleen "Kick" Kennedy, the fourth Kennedy child, whose life ended abruptly, and shockingly, at
such a young age.

While I have always been very curious about the Kennedy assassination, having read many books on the
subject, both fiction and non-fiction, I can’t say my interest in the Kennedy family has ever strayed beyond
that.

I confess to knowing very little about Kathleen Kennedy before starting this book, so for me it has been very
enlightening, giving me a different perspective on the family.

Kathleen appears to have been a vivacious girl, smart, funny, and full of mischief. She was close to her
father, but seemed to have an especially close relationship with her brother, Jack.

Despite her life being cut so tragically short, she did appear to live it with gusto, unafraid to tread into
unchartered territory, break rules, and was a little scandalous, especially for the time era in which she lived,
which did not always please her parents.

This accounting of her life is interesting, but, the reading could be dry at times, especially in the beginning
with the requisite background on the Kennedy family dynasty. But, as ‘Kick’ grew older, her personality
really shined and the book does include some personal stories and excerpts from letters she wrote, which
gives the reader a little insight into the type of person she was.

I found the latter part of her short life, to be the most interesting and controversial. I think her death was
taken very hard by the family, but it was also quickly hushed, as there were some aspects of Kathleen’s death
the family would rather not have publicized.

While Rose Kennedy has been dubbed, “The Forgotten Kennedy”, I don’t think Kathleen’s life has been
examined all that closely either. I gleaned enough information from this book to have whetted my appetite, if
you will, and I would like to learn more about ‘Kick’, and perhaps other Kennedy family members, besides
JFK.

I’m not sure if this book is the most comprehensive accounting of her life, but it gave me enough information
and insight to get a pretty clear picture of Kathleen “Kick” Kennedy.

Kathleen certainly packed a lot of living into her short life, and was ahead of her time in many ways. She is
certainly an interesting figure and I am glad I took the time to learn more about her life.

3.5 rounded to 4

Kris - My Novelesque Life says

KICK: THE TRUE STORY OF JFK'S SISTER AND THE HEIR TO CHATSWORTH
Written by Paula Byrne
JULY 5, 2016; 352 Pages
Harper
Genre: biographies, american, women



(I received an ARC from the EDELWEISS in exchange for an honest review.)

3 STARS

Kick is Kathleen Kennedy...the sister of John F. Kennedy and Robert F. Kennedy...the daughter of Rose and
Joe Kennedy. I respect Byrne's research for this book and learning more about Kathleen Kennedy. Yet, this
book seems more about everyone around her with few of her stories sprinkled throughout. We find out she is
the second eldest girl and the fourth child (of nine) in the Kennedy clan. She is spirited and a bit of a rebel.
People cannot help but be attracted to her especially her brother, Jack and her father. I enjoyed this book but
I have more questions now!

k (My Novelesque Life)

Randee says

I've never been a fan or follower of the Kennedy's but you can't be an American and not be totally ignorant
of the dynasty. I knew the least about Kathleen 'Kick' Kennedy and I like biographies and saw this at the
library and decided to give it a go. I'm glad I did. It's quite sobering and it made me think a lot more about
Jack Kennedy (John F.) of whom I've always had a negative impression. Frankly, I have held a less than
robust opinion of most of the Kennedy's because I hold ethics and morality in high esteem and they've
seemed to not have much of it. But, we grow older and wiser and learn not to judge so harshly. I think losing
a peer/sibling changes one irrevocably. Feelings of survivor's guilt, the taste of bitterness and wrapped in
mourning for them as well as yourself. So within a few years of each other, John F. Kennedy 'lost' his sister,
Rosemary to a lobotomy, and both his elder brother and his sister (to whom he was closest) in plane crashes.
This was just the beginning of the Kennedy tragedies.

I felt Paula Byrne did a good job in bringing Kick Kennedy to life. I felt like I got a good idea of her life and
times. She lived life to the fullest for her 28 years on this planet. One wonders..........

Michelle says

Another exciting fascinating and exceptionally written and researched Kennedy book: "Kick: The True Story
of Kick Kennedy, JFK's Forgotten Sister and the Heir to Chatsworth" authored by British biographer Paula
Byrne, reveals new details about a favorite Kennedy daughter and beloved sister of JFK-- Kathleen Agnes
"Kick" Kennedy Cavendish (1920-1948).

As a youth, Kick remained obedient, chaste, devoted to the Irish Catholic faith with her large family, closely
supervised by Rose. Her brother's followed the guidance of their father, where the Kennedy children would
observe the vast differences between rules and social expectations for males and females. This would be
apparent when Joe Sr. brought his glamourous mistress to Hyannis Port in 1928. At 10 years of age Kick
visited the White House, and later vacationed in Russia, Italy and parts of Europe with Rose. The Kennedy's
believed experience was better than classroom study. In 1937, Joe was a powerful political figure and was
appointed by FDR as the British Ambassador.

The British press loved the Kennedy's-- especially Kick, she was beautiful with her dazzling smile, kind,



intelligent, and utterly charming. Everyone who met her adored her, and she had a flock of male suitors.
Rose ever watchful, sought to keep her isolated in all girl private schools. Joe Jr., JFK and Kick were all very
close: friends observed "like a family within a family". Kick worried about JFK's health and encouraged him
to have fun at school, which nearly got him expelled. Eventually her brothers failed to see why Kick was so
interested in "Billy" William Cavendish Marquess of Hartington (1917-1944): the eldest son of the 10th
Duke (Edward) and Duchess (Mary) of Devonshire, and heir to Chatsworth. Unfortunately, Billy's family
was one of the most anti-Catholic in England, the opposition dated back to the 17th century, his father would
never consent to his heir being a Roman Catholic. Naturally, the Kennedy's opposed the relationship and
conspired to keep Kick away from him. With WWII looming, Joe's unpopular opposition to the war (and the
possibility of loosing his sons in combat), the Kennedy's returned to the U.S. in 1940.

With a job as a secretary at the Washington Times Herald, Kick never gave up her wish to return to England
and Billy. Word reached her he was in a relationship with Sally Norton, and this must have devastated her.
Unable to secure her parents consent to return to England, she joined the American Red Cross. This likely
impressed Joe who stressed the importance of civic duties. In her drab grey uniform Kick returned to
England as a "Doughnut Dollie" in 1943. Kick's romance with Billy could easily be the theme of a historical
romance novel, she wasted no time getting back together with her beloved beau. They were married in a civil
ceremony at the Chelsea Register Office in Westminster, London on May 06, 1944. Joe Jr. was the only
Kennedy family member in attendance.

Byrne portrays Kick as an independent feminist kind of woman way ahead of her time. A free thinker, open
minded, and daring enough to go for what she wanted! Kick resisted the unconventional example of her
parents marriage, and the role of her philandering father and brothers, who dated married women. Unlike her
father and brothers, Billy was opposite of them to her. The Cavendish family all loved Kick dearly, and were
so proud and happy to have her a part of their family. This alone must have been refreshing change after the
strict intolerance and disapproval from her parents. Kick must have relished this unconditional love and
acceptance.
In widowhood, Kick's choice to enter a relationship with the 8th Earl Peter Fitzwilliam (1910-1948) was
surprising. An older very experienced lover and womanizer, a seemingly reckless man and daring gambler,
her closest friends didn't understand nor approve. In flight to France when their plane crashed, the true nature
of their relationship was kept out of the newspapers. Kathleen Agnes Kennedy Cavendish the Marchioness
of Hartington was laid to rest on the Chatsworth estate, St. Peter's Church, Edensor, Derbyshire England.
Many thanks to the Seattle Public Library.

Lynda Kelly says

I've read heaps about the Kennedy family but of course not much about Kick. So it was interesting to learn
more about her. (Hoping to remedy the same issue with Rosemary as well). I always found it quite
fascinating that we kept her over here in the UK and, reading this we learn just how popular she was over
here !! She had a lot of very eligible men falling at her feet yet I always thought Eunice was the most pretty
Kennedy daughter, though also the most religious. It was interesting reading all the minutiae of her love
affair both with Billy and the UK along with the stories of her as a young girl. I was fascinated to read the
kids called Joe Daddy but Rose Mother. That gave away a lot of the children's relationships with their



parents. There were a lot of funny little sections, mostly quoted from letters, which were nice to read, giving
you an insight into the warm relationships the Kennedy siblings shared, especially. As a family they're all or
nothing when it comes to longevity, or the lack thereof......they either die young in a tragedy or go on well
into their 80s, it seems. There aren't many that fall into that central category. Even spouses of Kennedys do
well-their gloss must rub off some way !!
Of course there were some sad parts in this, there would have to be with any book Kennedy-related. For me
they were the mentions of Rosemary and the loss of Billy, too. So horribly sad. I didn't like to read about
Rosemary dancing with a chap hired for the event on her coming-out ball and neither the mention of Kick
walking her in Hyde Park, as if she was a dog. I'm unsure whether these remarks were the author's or not but
I didn't like them. However, the description of her and Maria was a touching image to consider.
So many years were wasted for Kick and Billy and all in the name of religion. A real pity. I have to say that
the Cavendish family came out of this very well. They were way less intransigent than Rose Kennedy was as
it turned out....AND offered to give her a Catholic funeral as well !! They treated her with more
understanding than her Mother without a doubt. Along with also looking after the 2 girls that worked for her.
Totally above and beyond. On the other hand, Evelyn Waugh didn't shine. For a "friend" I found him very
spiteful quite needlessly and too often.
The relationship with Peter was skated over in a few pages, really. We didn't learn much about that at all,
although as it was "covered up" at the time I doubt there's much source material to be had. The actual
accident was very similar to the one that claimed John Junior's life in 1999 and for the same reasons. It was
upsetting to read of their flying through that storm for 28 minutes.....they had to have been too well aware
they were doomed.
There was barely a mistake in the book, which always pleases me a great deal these days. The odd
apostrophe missed and Joe referred to twice when it should've been Billy ! One of the photos has the wrong
names beneath it, too-the one at the Vatican.This project the author mentioned sounds highly intriguing.
Hope whatever it is materialises.

Mandy Radley says

3.5 stars. I'm not a great reader of non-fiction and tend to shy away from it. Unfortunately the first book club
pick of the year was the story of Kathleen Kennedy (Kick as she was known), the fourth Kennedy child.
What actually drew me into this book was the blurb on the front cover saying she was the heir to Chatsworth
House, somewhere I'm very familiar with, having been many times as it was only about an hours drive away
from where we lived in Sheffield. I thoroughly enjoyed learning more about the Kennedys and their lifestyle
than I already knew, which wasn't much, just the shear amount of money, the houses, the travelling and
partying they did, and also the aristocracy they mixed with just blew me away. The other connection I was
surprised to find near he end of the book was Kick's relationship with Peter the Earl of Fitzwilliam, who
owned the house Wentworth Woodhouse, now that is an area I know very well and unfortunately you are not
able to visit the house, something I've always wanted to do on my numerous visits to the village of
Wentworth, very very near where I used to live, and still visit when I head back to see friends and family in
Sheffield. Mainly I visit the pub there The Rockingham Arms as they do a great Old Peculiar on draft.
However I digress, the only reason I didn't give it four stars was the way it was written annoyed me as the
book was mainly made up of quotes from other books and put together to form the story which at times I
found very disjointed. Other than that very interesting.



Ashley says

I don't know which Kick Kennedy biography I prefer, this one or Barbara Leaming's. It's kind of wonderful
that after decades without much being written about her life, two biographies got published in the same year.

While reading the first few chapters, I thought that I would wind up liking this one far more because I so
appreciated that it started from Kick's birth. The Leaming biography began with Kick landing in England in
her late teens. I can't even recall if it mentioned that Kick had been there before. It's something I certainly
didn't realize until I got to this book. I'd say this one presented the Kennedy clan in a sort of whitewashed
manner in the early chapters, but it was still fun to read.

My biggest gripe about this book is how fangirly, for lack of a better word, it is. Kick is always the bright-
eyed heroine and even potential shortcomings are presented in such a way as to display Kick in the best light
possible. All the boys love her and all the girls want to be her friend. I did appreciate that the Leaming
biography seemed to show that Kick was what most of us would, for all intents and purposes, call a good and
kind person, but still flawed, spoiled, and incredibly self-absorbed. This book presents any flaws, selfishness,
or naiveté on Kick's part in a fey, sort of cutesy way. Mary Sue Kick Kennedy shines through often.

Despite its issues, I won't deny I found it tons of fun! It is a light, entertaining read that doesn't feel entirely
mindless. There's no denying that Kick lived an extraordinary, outsized life in her 28 years and probably was
about as close as it comes to a real life Mary Sue.

4 stars

Rho says

I have read three books this summer about Kathleen - Kathleen by Leaming, That Kennedy Girl by DeMaria
and this account. This book was the best of all three - Byrne's research produced a thorough history of her
short life. The book confirms what we all know - a) that Rose Kennedy was a selfish , narrow minded
woman who cared more about how her family was perceived than the children's needs and happiness ; and b)
that her father worshipped the almighty dollar but did care more for his kids than Rose did. This is a
wonderful story of a remarkable woman who chose to make a life in England. A good book and an
interesting account of a Kennedy that most of us don't remember. I enjoyed learning what life was like both
pre and post WW ll for the people of England

Debbie Shoulders says

Byrne's biography of President Kennedy's adventurous and closest sister is heavily foot-noted but that does
not make it any less biased. The author is apparently enraptured by the Kennedy daughter who is most
known as a rebel and socialite, all the while living off of her father's money. If Byrne is to be believed Kick
played a part in her own tragic death at the age of twenty-eight. While entertaining, the young woman comes
off as a spoiled, rich girl.



Angie says

Highly enjoyable biography of Kathleen “Kick” Kennedy, fourth of the nine Kennedy kids. There is a decent
amount of material on the early life and marriage of the Kennedy matriarch and patriarch as well. I loved
reading and learning about the Kennedy’s, and Kick and all the things she was involved in and her funny
with others. She saw and lived through a lot in her young life. I think it’s a great starting place for
information on Kick. There wasn’t as much as I would have liked on her after Billy died. I wanted more
details than this book was able to give. But overall a very good read!


