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Two cops—one American, one Kenyan—team up to track down a deadly terrorist.

It's December 2007. The Kenyan presidential elections have gotten off to atroubled start, with threats of
ethnic violence in the air, and the reports about Barack Obama on the campaign trail in the United States are
the subject of newspaper editorials and barstool debates. And Ishmael and O have just gotten their first big
break for their new detective agency, Black Star.

A mysterious death they’ re investigating appears to be linked to the recent bombing of a downtown Nairobi
hotel. But local forces start to come down on them to back off the case, and then a startling act of violence
tips the scales, setting them off on a round-the-globe pursuit of the shadowy forces behind it all. A thrilling,
hard-hitting novel, from the author of Nairobi Heat, a major new crime talent.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From Reader Review Black Star Nairobi for online ebook

Lissa says

This book was a Goodreads Giveaway.

This novel follows a Detective team in Nairobi as they investigate the dead body of an American found in
the Ngong Forest. One of the detectivesis an African American from Madison, Wisconsin who has an
interesting perspective to Kenyan crime and politics. The writing isjust okay and it isalittle slow at times.
Overal, it was a good detective novel made more intriguing by its location and storyline.

Miriam says

So, the second book in the seriesis even harder in content and Background as in the story itself. The political
chaosin Kenyais the backdrop against which the two detectivestry to solve amurder case. They are drawn
into complex circumstances and their own lives are constantly put in danger, as are those of their loved ones.
| liked it, but | don't like the general understanding that it is ok to take the law into your own two hands.
However, in the circumstances described it seems understandeable . Still, | don't approve and don't think it is
necessarily the only way to go.

Hard-boiled detective novel in an interesting international political setting.

David Kenvyn says

Anyone who thinks that Mukomawa Ngugi has let hisimagination run riot in this story of mayhem and
murder should read Antjie Krog's " Country of my Skull" or Peter Haris "A Just Defiance" to find out what
really happened in Vlakplaas, South Africa, and how far people can be prepared to go in order to control
events.

Thisisastory, but the political riots following the electionsin Kenyain 2007 happened, and were as
murderous as described in the book. Ngugi posits an idea about the cause which, but for Vlakplaas, would
seem an unlikely hyperbole.

The story begins with a body being found in the Ngong Forest, near Nairabi, which isreferred to Ishmael
and O, two private detectives. Then thereisaraid in which O'swifeiskilled, and this unleashes mayhem

across two continents, as Ishmael and O track down the killers.

Ngugi'sis spellbinding in the telling of thistale. It will not be long before you have finished reading.

Francis Chen says

Black Star Nairobi was life-changing and extraordinary, never have | read through a book so fastening and
with such vigor, for it has made me see the world in lenses | have neglected to see through before. The



transition from amurder victim in aforest to unraveling worldwide plot really provides the exhilaration |
need to pass through my relatively mundane and docile life. A must-read for those willing to embark on a
detective adventure against overwhelming odds from criminal malice and political divide alike.

Meryll Levine Page says

For mystery readers, Ngugi offers an intriguing plot that spans two continents and embroils the
reader in Kenyan and global palitics. It's a page turner.

Tony says

Nairobi Heat, the first book in this series by the son of Kenya's most famous writer (Ngugi wa Thiong'o),
was a bit of a disappointment. The Kenyan setting was vivid, but the crime story was very weak. | picked
this up hoping for a stronger story to carry me along.

Set against the 2007 elections, the book finds African-American expatriate | shmael eking out aliving of sorts
in partnership with his Kenyan cop buddy from the first book. Living with his Rwandan refugee, dlam-
poetess girlfriend, he seemsto work as a kind of freelance investigator for the police, in an arrangement that
seems rather implausible. When an unidentified corpseis found in aforest outside Nairobi famous for being
adumping ground for murder victims, they are tasked with figuring out who heis.

Asin the first book, their investigation leads them into the heart of a preposterous international plot to
destabilize the country for reasons that | won't even bother trying to explain. While thisfailsto convince, it
does provide a good excuse to dramatize the crisis and near descent into total ethnic warfare that happened
after the 2007 election. If nothing else, the book brings home the news that Kenya is perhaps a more fragile
political entity than we might realize.

However, despite some harrowing scenes here and there, the book again fails to really connect. Both writing
and plotting just aren't that strong, and the story isn't helped by alengthy interlude where the heroes have to
fly to Mexico and sneak across the border to conduct some sleuthing in California. On the whole, another
disappointment.

Hannes Spitz says

ein klasse Thriller mit einem schwarzen Humphrey Bogart und einer krassen Lara Croft aus Ruanda, ein
moral philosophischer Exkurs Uber gut und Bése. Und einer irren Verschworung... Fir Ostafrika-Liebhaber
ein Muss!

L aura says

| engaged with this thriller because of the real backdrop it is set against, the near civil war in 2006-7 in
Kenyafollowing the political elections. Many people died and yet it is something people have readily



forgotten. There are some good references to historical facts. However, the writing thistimeis alittle
choppy, doesn't flow as much asin the first book. The side story of the charactersin Mexico is alittle
unbelievable in the great scheme of the story.

John Rouse says

Mukoma Wa Ngugi’s second crime novel is again about the adventures of the Kenyan-American detective,
Ishmael and his Kenyan friend Odhiambo as this time they try to track down those responsible for the
bombing of the Norfolk Hotel in Nairobi, a bombing that left ten Americans, five Europeans and fifty
Kenyans dead. The fictional action takes place in 2007--at an interesting juncture in actual American and
Kenyan history, just after the Senator Barack Obama’ s announcement of his candidacy for the office of
president of the US and at the outset of a brutal wave of inter-ethnic violence immediately following the
disputed victory of Mwai Kibaki asthe new president of Kenyain the same year.

Once | got used to the author’ s use of the African American vernacular to narrate this crime thriller 1 found
this crimethriller hard to put down, in spite of the improbability of some of the obstables the author puts
before his hero to achieve his goal. Woven within the search for the killers, which spans three countries, the
author manages to cover avariety of timely themes though not in any great depth, including racism from
both a blackman’ s and whiteman’ s perspective; inter-tribal politics and violence in Kenya; global terrorism
and the murky role that governments and their global advisory bodies (like the Trilateral Commission) play
in combatting it; and the narcotic affect that violence playsin justifying actions.

Linda says

Thisis Mukomawa Ngugi’s second book and the sequel to hisfirst book, Nairobi Heat. | read Nairobi Heat
last year and really enjoyed it. So, | was very excited to read Black Star Nairobi. | started this book with
great expectations and let me tell you, it didn’t disappoint. | was engaged and on the edge from beginning to
end. This book was so well written, and the characters (already well established in the first book) were
developed enough to refresh the memory of those who read book one and also to help those reading for the
first time to understand what exactly is going on.
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Richard says

First-Reads review.

Thisisagreat detective novel with an eye opening look at African politics. The action takes you to Africa,
Mexico, and the USA. The plot isinteresting and, at times, very fast-paced. At other timesit lost it's flow
and had me flipping back afew pages. Because of the search features available on an e-reader, this book
would have been much more enjoyable in the e-book edition.



LibraryReads says

“A day before the explosion at the Norfolk Hotel, O and | stood in the middle of the infamous Ngong Forest,
looking at the body of what had once been a suit-wearing tall black man. Devoured by the wild animals of
Ngong, the man’s corpse looked more like an animal carcass. This was the worst kind of death—the victim
barely resembled a human being.” From the start, Ngugi’ sintense, albeit grisly, second Detective Ishmael
novel (after NAIROBI HEAT) is a meditative, thrill ride featuring two—no, three—joint-smoking justice
seekers caught up in a cross-continental conspiracy. Singing it to the world, folks. Thisisinternational crime
fiction writing at its best.

Reviewed by: Miriam Tuliao, BookOps

Susan says

Too much death and destruction for mein thisthriller! African American cop has followed Rwandan
girlfriend to Kenyawhere she is presently living. Has a detective agency with a Kenyan cop. Bombs go off
(unfortunately this part if very accurate) - the three of them go off to chase the bad guys. And are there every
plenty of bad guys! Who shoat, kill, maim, knife, etc with great effectiveness and abandon. Always
interested in reading about Africa (and by an African author too) - but this one was too much for me.

Erik Wennermark says

abandoned half way in - too much telling, not enough showing.

Jennifer says

A very random selection at the library. Influenced mostly by the fact that it's Melville House. But it ended up
being somehow away to still engage with the world of Sense8 (cancelled right around the time | read this
book -- *sob*). | don't think I've read anything set in Kenya before -- so everything | know about Nairobi
and the tribes of Kenyais pretty much from Sense8.

I know | said crime/mystery wasn't my genre when | reviewed another crime novel two books ago. It seems |
read one or two ayear. There is something lovely about a book where mysteries are solved, people pay for
their crimes, and the clever prevail. This book may not end quite as neatly as some, but then, it blows up into
amuch bigger mess in the middle. What starts as a body in the woods is linked to abombing in a hotel,
which al links eventually to a massive government-toppling international conspiracy.

In the meantime this book turns an interesting lens on both white fetishism of African culturesin particular
and racism and tribalism in general. Definitely an interesting read.






