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Twelve-year-old Tad is ablogger with a plan, in the book Jon Stewart calls "hilarious to anyone who ever
went through, is currently in, might go to, or flunked out of middle school."

Tad has an agenda: Survive seventh grade. He also wants to: grow a mustache, get girls to notice him, and do
akickflip on his skateboard. But those are not the main reasons he started ablog. Tad just has alot of
important thoughts he wants to share with the world, like: Here isthe first thing | have learned about having
adog in your house: Don't feed them nachos. Not ever.

This highly illustrated and hilarious book is by the Emmy® Award-winning former head writer of The Daily
Show with Jon Sewart, and is based on a column in MAD Magazine. Through a series of daily entries,
readers are treated to ayear in Tad's blog that will leave them in stitches.
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From Reader Review Planet Tad for online ebook

John says

A pretty fun book featuring a seventh-grade blogger who makes funny observations about a variety of things
(from the Wizard of Oz to the Gift of the Magi). The book tracks one year in hislife and is presented asif it's
his blog -- though thisis really merely ajumping off point, since the illustrations don't seem to be presented
as though they're JPGs or anything like that.

| found the humor to be clever but at times, it started to just feel like a structure for allowing the author to
compile abunch of witty observations. Not something necessarily thislittle seventh grader would say.

That said, the book reads well and there were at least a couple of timeswhen | really did LOL.
And one last thing -- even though I'm giving this the same star rating as | did Diary of a Wimpy Kid, |

actually preferred this one. So that's more afunction of there not being enough stars | guessto realy
distinguish between the two.

L orianna says

7th grader Tad has started a new blog in which he records daily events from hislife, and his hilarious takes
on pop culture. From his family and friends, including his (possibly evil genius) sister Sophie, to film and
pop culture, Tad shares his take on everything. Tad' s blog entries are short and sweet, and are accompanied
by funny illustrations from Holgate. This book is afast read and includes some laugh out loud moments.

| picked up this book because it was written by the head writer of The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, and also
featured blurbs on the back written by Jon Stewart and Stephen Colbert. With guys like that endorsing the
book, | was sure it would be fun. Planet Tad didn’t disappoint. Although it was at times repetitive and alittle
digointed, it was very funny. Some of the jokes did not feel exactly like jokes a 7th or 8th grader would
make, but | think kids will find this book really enjoyable. As akid that loved reading Mad Magazine, |
know thisis the kind of book my 7th grade self would want to read.

Jalen says

Thisis abook about Tad blogging and surviving 7th grade. He had 4 resolution's for the year. The first one
was to start shaving. The second one was to do aflip on his skateboard. Third one was to get more girlsto
notice him, and his last one was to finish 7th grade. Tad made me laugh with his funny antics like when he
was watching deal or no deal with his father and thought to himself what if it was deal or no deal and edl. |
also learned to not give a dog nacho food, ever. This book may cover al the crazy people you went to 7th
grade with. Well | hope your peers didn't add dinosaur heads to family photo. Well | hope my 7th grade year
doesn't go as awkward as Tads.




John ? says

Planet Tad fallsin the "survive middle school" category of books. It's like an aternate universe of Diary of a
Wimpy Kid, except for the fact that it is a bit of adirtier version of Wimpy Kid, one example being the
reference to monkeys giving lap dances. Tad isjust aregular, mundane boy. It didn't have any description of
anything, which made me sad to have to look at illustrations to see what characters look like. But the jokes
were abit funny...

Jack Meehan says

This book was super funny. A good laugh if you have been having abad day. The best part of thisbook is|
think all of the unexplainable references that Tad makes to certain events that go on in hislife. | espically
like how he thinks about his sister Sophi€e's actions, and the fact that he is mostly jeal ous of the attention that
she gets. The thing that makes me love this book so much isthe little emojis on the top of the page that state
how Tad felt that day. It really helps set the mood of the blog posts and makes you think about it alittle
more. All in al, thiswas areally good story, and | hope this review helps someone. ;)

Joanna says

Thisis an awesome and absolutely hilarious book! | would definitely recommend it to anyonein the 8-12
age range, especially to fans of the Wimpy Kid series!!

Tad isaboy in middle school who has an agenda on how to essentially survive seventh grade. He al'so has
many important thoughts he thinks he needs to share with the world, so he starts his own blog. (So the
"chapters" in the book are hisdaily blog posts - perfect for reluctant readers, or young readers fearful of long
texts!)

| think all young readers would be able to relate to Tad, even | did! He's concerned about his grades, the
latest gaming systems, what his classmates think of him, and his "annoying" family relations (his witty
younger sister who pulls a number of impressive stunts against her brother throughout the book). His jokes
areincredibly universal so this book is definitely a great family read for parents to enjoy aswell. His cat-
lady, evil teacher, and job jokes are hilarious. | don't want to give too much away, but | think a12 year old
boy having to dress up as a hot-dog to promote a hot-dog stand to save up for agaming system is pretty
funny.

Plus, it's published by MAD magazine, which | think reaffirmsits hilarious undertone! On top of it, it's
written by Tim Carvell, who is the head writer for the John Stewart Show, which is one of my favorite

comedy shows. He's won multiple Emmy awards for his great, humorous, and well-organized writing.

Every young reader | recommended thisto hasloved it :) (I work at a bookstore).




Ms. Yingling says

Tad is starting a new blog, trying to grow a mustache, and putting up with his annoying younger sister,
Sophie. Told in daily entries (some of which are about thingsin his life, some of which are random
observations like "If breakfast cerea is so popular, how come nobody makes dinner cereal. I'd eat it." page
137), thisis more episodic than plot driven, covering everything from hisinterest in asking girls to dancesto
his science fair project.

Strengths: Thiswill be popular because it is funny and a Notebook Novel. The Mad magazine designation on
the front means that most middle school libraries need two copies. This doesn't have anything inappropriate,
but does redlistically address many middle school concerns. Where is the sequel AVe need it now.

Weaknesses: This feels vaguely like feeding my children PopTarts for breakfast. Actually, there were alot of
brand name products mentioned, and there were also some unrealistic things that make me think Mr. Carvell
hasn't been near an actual middle school for awhile. Can't think of anywhere they do Secret Santa gift
exchanges, allow gaming devicesin study hall, or get standardized tests back shortly after they are taken!

Alex D says

The book | read for my book report was Planet Tad by Tim Carvell. The genre of this book is realistic
fiction. The story takes place at Lakeville Middle School where main character Tad and his best friend
attend. The book is basically about how to survive middle school and how stressful it is. Tad feels left out.
Heisn't popular and he wants people to notice him. His parents say he should be himself. He disagrees and
still isn't viewed as popular. | rated this book four out of five stars, because it shows how a child feels.
People of any age should read this book, because it can tell other kids that they are not the only person with
that problem. Adults should read it to feel what it isliketo be akid.

Erin says

For a book penned by the head writer of The Daily Show, | expected more. It'snot like | feel like | lost hours
off my life by reading it, but it wasn't my favorite read of the summer. | liked Tad, and | got a pretty good
sense of hislife, but some of the situations seems like they were pulled straight from Everybody Loves
Raymond. Again, not a horrible read, but others have done better with the genre of "dorky guy writesa
diary/blog/journal .

Ray Bliss says

Planet Tad by Tim Carvell.

If you like Mad Magazine you will love Planet Tad. Tad isa 12 year old boy that isin 7th grade. He decides
to write a blog about hislife. The entries span ayear and all the fun, mishaps, pondering and zaninessthat is
in Tad'slife. Planet Tad isfun for al ages - well most all ages 8-99 and if you don't believe me, then your a

square.



Not only did | highly enjoy this laugh out loud book, but so did my wife and kids. | kept having to steal it
back from them.

| received this ARC book for free from the author for afair and honest review.

Mehsi says

I am not entirely sure what to think of this book. At timesit was pretty good, at times it was just bad or made
my eyes roll so hard they almost popped out of my head.

I do like the format, the emoticons that tell us how Tad feels during that day, and | liked that he wrote
something every day, even if it wasjust ashort little part. Not many kids would keep it up like he did, most
would just give up, or end up just doing afew days and forgetting to do it every day.

But whilethisisal nice, it does get abit boring, and his reviews/thoughts on movies or games or books tend
to get a bit bleh, and instead of laughing, | was just wondering how the hell he thought up those things, and
why anyone would think this.

| also wondered about Tad's intelligence, at times he seemed quite a bright boy, but sorry, at times | was
seriously wondering if he was actually 12/13-years old, or if he was more like 7 or 8-years old. The stuff he
says or does, he wasn't always nice to his sister (though | have to say he was honest about stuff).

The book is also just another one in the category: Boy or girl aged 11 to 14 decidesto write diary, telling us
about everything that happens there, about girls or boys, about games/movies. Typically for that kind of book
it aso hasillustrations. It seemsthereis quite amarket for these kind of books as there are quite a few out
there and | keep seeing new books popping up with the same formula. Maybe | am just getting a bit bored
with thiskind of book, maybe | have my belly full with the same kind of formula. | also don't like how the
main characters generally think they are dorks/losers. And sure, they aren't popular or anything, but it isn't
bad to be adork or nerd, and you don't need to feel like aloser or like you need to impress someone, just
enjoy your time in school with the friends you have.

| didn't entirely like the parents (didn't like how they bribed their way through stuff) or Sophie (the sister,
who was (typically) highly annoying).

Theillustrations were really nice, | do like them and they added something extrato the story, at timesit also
got more funny because of them.

Would I recommend this book? Only if you are not full yet about this kind of subject, and don't mind lame
humour or stupidity, then try this book ouit.

Review first posted at http://twirlingbookprincess.com/

Josh Newhouse says



Gut bustingly funny... | don't want to spoil it but | want the sequel!

Barbara says

Tad, who isin seventh and eighth grade during this particular year when he begins blogging, istrying to find
hisway in the world. His concerns are those of the typical middle grader--he'd like to find a girlfriend and
become more masculine. His amost daily blogs are succinct and read like a series of jokes since he's
constantly putting his foot in his mouth and getting in trouble. One of my favorite parts of the book involved
Tad receiving notes in hislocker from a secret admirer. The resolution of the mystery about the sender is
quite funny. Anyone looking for agood laugh or really, several chuckles, will find plenty here. Planet Tad
really is acrazy world. The author, by the way, totally nailed his obsession with playing online games.

Readertimel779 says

There was no plot to this book. No problem, no resolution, no adventure or magic or pirates or anything.
BUT WAIT....

THAT WAS THE POINT, PEOPLE!!!

It'saBLOG!! Did you THINK it would have a point? Jeez!

The humor in the book was great. It really made you think about things you'd never imagine thinking about!
Including, how thereisn't an "i" in "team", but thereisa"me" in team. Or why exactly it matters that the guy
in Green Eggs and Ham doesn't like green eggs in ham. Or how Luigi never gets upset about the game being
called "Mario Brothers' and not "Luigi Brothers." Those strange wonders of the universe are yet to be
explored! It makes sense that this was written by an Emmy winning show writer, because thisis totally the

kind of thing kids these days would like!

Jen Bigheart says

Toldinadiary style, Tad is a 7th-grader who islooking to make afew changesin hislife and he is bound
and determined to: survive the school year, grow a mustache, get girlsto notice him, and do aflip on his
skateboard. From January 1st all the way through December 31st Tad tries his hardest, but things don't
aways pan out for him. He ends up starring in an elementary school play, breaking his best friends already
broken camera, and hacking off his parents alot.

Tad isapretty insightful kid and there were several stories that were very funny! Thiswould be an excellent
read aloud book for afamily. Especially those with some sibling rivalry! We get to know Tad pretty well and
see the boy means well most of the time. His younger sister is even more clever and the banter between the
two were highlights. | wish this story had alittle more sustenance - really no set story arc - but kids will
enjoy his adventures and wild times. Grade 4+






