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A professional and very public rivalry with the owner of the corporate cookie cutter donut shop owner,
leaves Heather as the prime suspect in his murder, when his body is discovered.

Health inspectors, shady business practices and atangled web of intrigue unfold as Heather dives headfirst
into the case, determined to clear her name and uncover who is the cold storage killer.
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Sharon says

Love this 2nd edition! Stan Dombrowski owns arival donut shop and heislosing business. Of courseit can't
be anything he's doing so he blames Heather. He say Heather is taking away his business. He comesinto
Donut Delights and makes a scene yelling at Heather, blaming her for his problems with his business. When
his employee finds him dead in the freezer Heather becomes a suspect. She is determined to clear her name.
Come aong with Heather and find out what she gets herself into. Seeif you can figure out who the real killer
is. Isit hisemployee? A disgruntled customer? His wife? Someone else he's been feuding with?

| voluntarily received a copy of this book and I'm voluntarily posting areview. My opinion is entirely my
own.

Kerry says

An enjoyable little cozy mystery! | didn't read book 1 (sinceit's not in KU like the rest of the series) but |
didn't fed lost at all. | enjoyed the mystery and the hint of romance! Looking forward to book 3

L uffy says

| happily plonk 5 starsin for this cozy mystery. It's such an easy read. Y et not so straightforward as that.
There are a couple of issues. One, acharacter is misnamed once or twice. Secondly, the aibi of the guilty is
not explained.

Not once did anyone clarify why the murderer managed to create a steely aibi for himself. But the story was
quite addictive. | recommend this book.

But you know what kind of reader enjoys books like this most? People who are not enjoying War and Peace
or Moby Dick. Taken aternatively like this, books like Maple Frosted Murder act like a balm on the spirit.
I'm reading book 3 in the series very soon.

Juli says

Heather Janke is having problems with local businessman, Stan Dombrowski. Stan owns a sub-par doughnut
franchise across town from her gourmet doughnut shop, Donut Delights. Stan likes to tell people her shop
has been in trouble for health code violations and has even taken out ads in the local newspaper hinting that
his doughnuts are better than hers. One morning he even shows up at Donut Delights to pick afight with her
in front of customers, screaming that she is deliberately trying to put him out of business. The next day
Heather is shocked to learn that Stan was attacked and killed in his store. His body was found inside a
freezer. Heather finds herself a murder suspect....again. Seems like there is always a dead body showing up
to throw her in the path of cute Detective Ryan Shepherd. Who killed Stan Dombrowski and why?



Maple Frosted Murder is the 2nd book in the Donut Hole Mystery series. This book is an improvement on
the first book in the series. The first book had alot of editing mistakes, but this one only had a couple minor
errors. Thereis abit more character development and interaction in this one as well. Definitely an
improvement! | like Heather as amain character....sheisintelligent, with lots of spunk and ingenuity. | could
do without the cute cop/budding romance trope....but....why not? Nearly every cozy mystery series goes
down that path....what's one more? :)

These books are short reads. The mysteries are basic, and move at afast pace. | like the doughnut shop
theme. Not quite sure what maple frosted had to do with this story though. There wasn't a single maple
frosted anything in the entire story. The only doughnuts featured in the story were pecan pie and white
Christmas flavored (white frosting with peppermint...sounds soooo yummy!). No maple anywhere. Not that
thetitle hasto be included in the story....but it was in the first book. A strawberry creme doughnut figured
majorly into the plot in Strawberry Cream Murder. Oh well....the missing maple flavor did not have an effect
on my enjoyment of this story.

I'm going to give this 4 stars. A bit higher than the first book. Fewer mistakes and an enjoyable, fast read. I'm
definitely reading more of this series. Entertaining, easy reads. It does make me crave a doughnut though!

Rick says

| got thisfor free on Amazon and, as much as | hate to say it, | got what | paid for. No, this book wasn't
horrible, but it was just so "meh" that | might have preferred horrible, just for something to engage me alittle
bit more. Cardboard characters, no real sense of place, a by-the-numbers mystery with no suspense and even
less logic left me scratching my head. Oh...and if you're going to have a maple-frosted doughnut on the cover
and title your book, MAPLE-FROSTED MURDER, wouldn't it make atiny bit of sense to have amaple-
frosted doughnut appear in the book, especially when the main character owns a doughnut shop? The good
(hence the two stars): it'slight, frothy, and breezy and written at what |'d guessis about a third grade reading
level, so you can be in and out of this doughnut shop quicker than you can eat an apple fritter, almost.

Dawn says

This book feels very similar to the previous one. There is alittle more depth given to the characters. | feel
like Ryan's personality might have flipped alittle too quickly in regards to the books but if you remember
that there are several months between the 1st book and the 2nd book it can be understood, we just don't get to
see it. Because the books are so short, and maybe because of Hesther's character, there isn't much in the way
of cluesto follow to deduce the killers. Unlike other amateur sleuth novels, she's not really looking into the
case rather; everything isjust falling into her lap. It's still short and fun enough to read but don't go in
expecting anything highbrow.

Yvonne says

Heather Janke, owner of a gourmet donut shop, faces the wrath of Stan Dombrowski, owner of afranchise
donut shop. They fight publicly and the next thing Heather knows he is dead. Of course the number one
suspect is Heather herself and she' s not going to wait for the police to clear her name. She's going to do it



herself.

Thisisthe second book in the Donut Hole Cozy Mystery series. There are so many booksin this series that |
was hesitant when | started the first one. | thought there were so many books to catch up on that I'd never
may any headway, but | enjoyed the first one so much (and it was a quick read), that | went for the second
book. This, too, isafast read. This seriesis perfect when you want a short read between longer books.

It's not a complex mystery, but | didn’t figure it out until the end. There' s no sex or violence. It's a sweet
cozy mystery. There is much character growth from the first book. As much as | enjoyed the first one, this
was even better. I’m looking forward to book #3.

Jory says

This book has the same premise of the first book, which | feel like is going to be the case for the rest of the
books. But I'll continue to press on, because cozy mysteries like this are my kryptonite. They are quick,
cheesy, and just plain fun.

Elizabeth says

Cute but short

This was a cute book with good characters but ended much too quickly. The investigation had just gotten
started when, bam!, the murderer makes amove again and it’s done.

Sharon says

When your donut shop islosing customers and is empty all the time and no one is buying your yummy treats
someone has to be blamed. According to Stan Dombrowski the reason why his donut shop is going into the
gutter is not his fault but the fault of Heather Janke the owner of the new donut shop, Donut Delights. Oh,
that Heather Janke, stealing his customers! Stan did his best to put Heather out of business by putting out
false reports about her shop but the popularity of Donut Delights never waivered. Okay, so what if maybe
Stan’ s donuts weren't great? So what if he was alittle stingy with hisingredients? That didn’t mean athing.
Stan was making donuts in Hillside, Texas long before Heather Janke came and he' Il be darned if she will
take over. He'll show her and go over and tell her exactly what he thinks.

Stan does that and has a huge screaming fit with Heather at her shop with lots of customers listening. He
claims that Heather is purposely trying to put him out of business. The nerve of her.

But the next day Stan isfound dead in his donut shop, his body found in the freezer. And who's the prime
murder suspect? Heather of course. There were so many witness to their argument that everyone naturally
assumes that Heather murdered her donut-making rival. What's a girl to do? Well, she does what she does
best and starts investigating Stan’s death with her best pal, Amy Givens.



There are lots of suspects since Heather was not the only person he disliked or disliked him. His employee,
Ben, had problems with Stan, Stan’s wife wasn’t thrilled with him, he lost his seat on the town’ s board, and
the teenage clerk in the grocery store didn’t like Stan since the day Stan accused the teen of cheating him.

There were lots of people who had something against Stan and any one of them could have done him in.
Heather knows it’s up to her to find the real culprit before she's put behind bars.

“Maple Frosted Murder” is the second edition or author Susan Gillard' s popular cozy donut hole mystery
series. It was fun to reread the book and be reminded how Heather’ s history in the town of Hillside, Texas
began and especially how she formed al the wonderful relationships and friends she found there, not to
mention her future husband.

The novel was as entertaining the second time around as much as it was during the first reading. It's always
nice to go back and take alook at the start of agreat series.

“Maple Frosted Murder” isagreat book for al cozy-lovers.

“I received an ARC of this book and voluntarily reviewed it.”

Carol says

Heather Janke is the proud owner of Donut Delights
bakery shop in Hillside, Texas. She makes donuts from
her grandmother’ s recipes plus creates her own.

A rival donut franchise in town run by Stan Dombrowski
is constantly harassing Heather. His businessisfailing
and he is blaming her and her donut shop. Meanwhile,
he scrimps on his ingredients when producing his donuts.
He spreads rumors, takes out ads in the newspaper
against the other donut shop and even bargesinto the
storeto yell at her.

Then Stan isfound dead in his freezer from blunt force
trauma.

The handsome Detective Ryan Shepherd gets the case.
He interviews Heather as a possible suspect. Heather
does not have anyone to backup her being home alone
sleeping except Dave the dog.

Heather startsto investigate with the help of her best
friend, Amy. But she better watch out if she doesn’'t
want to be next to die!!!

A nicely plotted murder mystery with wholesome cast of
characters.

An enjoyable read.
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Kevin says

Thiswas adecent mystery but it's so short, took alittle under an hour to read that it really has no time to
develop the characters, even the main character Heather and her friend Amy arereally little more then
sketches and barely more devel oped then the minor charactersin the story. I'll read a couple more to seeiif |
do in fact like the characters. This was the second one I've read and I'll read afew more but what | said about
the first book still stands.

Mary Brown says

Maple Frosted Murder

A Donut Hole Cozy Mystery,Book #2
Susan Gillard

5 Stars

Synopsis:



A professional and very public rivalry with the owner of the corporate cookie cutter donut shop owner,
leaves Heather as the prime suspect in his murder, when his body is discovered.

Health inspectors, shady business practices and atangled web of intrigue unfold as Heather dives headfirst
into the case, determined to clear her name and uncover who is the cold storage killer. (Goodreads)

Review:

The writing style flows smoothly and the book is a quick easy read. The mystery was well plotted and there
were enough suspects to consider and clues to sift through. | think | was as surprised as Heather to find out
who the killer was.

The characters are well rounded and well developed. Heather is a smart woman who is like a dog with a bone
when there is amystery to solve. | guess the fact that she was a person of interest helped in her determination
to solve the crime. Thereis alove interest for Heather and it will be fun to see how their relationship
develops.

I would recommend this book to anyone who enjoys awell crafted cozy mystery. Reading this book is anice
way to spend an afternoon.




