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Desmond Doyle, 29 a painter and decorator, is married with six children and living in the infamous Fatima
Mansionsin Dublin in 1953. One day he comes home to find his wife has left him. He decidesto go to
England to find work and is advised to put his children into the state Industrial Schools system for a short
time until he returns. When he returns he istold to his horror that the children have been consigned to the
state until they are 16. Thisisthe story of how Desmond Doyle fought the Irish legal system to change the
law and win back hisfamily. Told through the eyes of Evelyn, Desmond's nine-year-old daughter, thisisa
heartrending true story.
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From Reader Review Evelyn: A True Story for online ebook

Vaso says

TNV 10TOP?0 HOC a@nyE?Tal N 2010 N ?BEALV, 2T TNV 2(N0E EKEVN, TO Ad?p@d TNG KAl O TIT?PAC
ne.

M?00 AUTHP? EVAI VA KP?TOG VO 00U OTEPE? TO KA WA VA TI?PEIC TI?20W T T O1? GOV KAl VA TA
MEYOA?0EIC E072.

OrlaHegarty says

The story not told here is the one about the woman in aloveless marriage who had 6 children in 7 years and
had no other option but to abandon them. The father is held up as the hero in this poorly written book but he
was the one with massive public and then constitutional support.

Despite this occurring 6 decades ago | fed that the situation is much the same. Women who want to leave
loveless or abusive partners receive precious little public support and if they do leave, society and
courtrooms favour the father if he chooses to go after custody.

Simone Ramone says

Having read both A Tree Growsin Brooklyn and Empty Cradles, this book made me yawn.
The first third is okay, but despite being quite a short book, it was padded out and repetitive.

Therea story should have started when this book ended. How did they reintroduce 6 children, 1 with serious
burns, after more than a year apart?

What happened when she visited her mother? How did the new "mammy" cope with the children?

Did they want to go back to the institutions?

But no, none of this was touched.
Glad | didn't buy it.

Mariele says

This could have been a good book, or at least an important book. Evelyn Doyle, who was alittle girl in the
1950, is at the heart of afierce custody battle between her hapless father and the Irish state. As a middle-aged
woman, Ms Doyle decided to write down her memoirs. However, she decided to write them from the
perspective of the child she was, and she maintains her perspective even when she writes about events she
could not have been present at (her father's stay in England, or meetings with his lawyers), her perception of



her father's new girl-friend, and other key information.

Therefore, we only get avery limited story angle. We do not know what happened between her parents, or
why her mother decided to abandon the family. Desmond Doyle is the hero of the book because he
desperately wanted his children back, and went to great lengths to wrestle them from the hands of the
unrelentingly conservative Irish Catholic law. But what events led his wife to elope and |eave her six young
children behind? Not one bit of information on that. It is only hinted that Desmond might have had atemper,
and liked to spend an unwise amount of hours at the pub. A balanced presentation of the parents' points of
view would have been much appreciated.

Naturally, we don't get to hear Evelyn's brothers' story, because the kids were separated. However, Evelyn
seems to be rather content and settled in at the industrial school, where the nuns seem to take good care of
her. Much to my surprise, because these institutions have reaped a reputation for neglect and abuse, of which
not aword is mentioned. Good for Evelyn, of course, but thisis contrary to popular belief and therefore
confusing for the reader.

Overal, the book is poorly written and leaves you wanting for more information. Perhaps it would be
worthwhile to read the sequel, but | am not sure if | will. Does the writing improve?

George Petréllis says

Aa BIPA?0 ToL Ba UTIOPO?0E VA €V AL TIOA? KOA? OAA? TEAIK? eV TIPOCP?PEL KAl TIOAA?.

?21av 10 ay?poca Kal EEKVNoa TNV avAWVwaon Tou, v2urda ?2tl agnynt?g 6a ?tav o TT?pac. TEAIK?
OTOE?XONKE 211 N PBEALV, TO PEYOA?TEPO ATE? TA TN AL ?, B0 €2XE ALT? TOV P?A0. AV KOl ApXIK? e
ENVI0E KOB?¢ N a@Anaon ?tav ToA? TIOIK?, KO0 coBap? TEPIYPA@? KOl TO oUVAICB7U0TA KOB?g
KOl Ol OKAPEIC TIOL OTOTUTTAVOVTAV 2TOV CUYKEXLUAA, KAB?C TIPOXWPO?0€ 1 LTT?BECT TO oLV 100
KOl TEAIK? LOL 7PECE. 2TAV A TEAE?WCE DIAQPOPETIK? LATI? OTNV LTT?BEOT). MAP?AA AUT? CVTOUA N
a@ANoN OAA?El OTITIK? YV 20 KO THPZAO TIOU N 2BEALY €I OVT? TIOL OPNYE?TAL, TEPLYPPEL
KOTOOT?0€1C AT? TIC OTIO?6C OTIOVOI 2LEL: " 0 UTRIUTI?C TIVE 0TO dIKNY?po/ y?pI0E OTO OTC?Tl
aENVIOoUVoG Kal Lo N T{?01 ?tav eke?' M?pa TIOA? KOK? N ouyypa@? Tou BiA?o0v. ET?ong,
UTI?PXOUV KOl TIDAA?C 20TOXEC TPATNP?OELG TG : "UET? AT? EKEVN TNV OTIYU? TIOT? 0LV €700 TOV
MTIUTT? VO KAO2El EaV? " eV? LET? ATI? 5 0eA?DEC DA B0V E "TOV €700 VO YUP?LEL OT? TNV 7AAN
TAELP? VIO VA KPAPEL 2T1 KAALYE". YTI?PXOUV 2UWC KAl KOA?C OTIYU?C aTO BIBA?0 TIOU

TIPOUGI 2OVTal N AYLV 20, N G?YXUON, Ol OKAPEIC AAA? KA Ol TIRAYUATIK?C OKAPEIC EVIC KOPITOL0?
TOU (&1 0 VA B?2010 TEPIB?AAOV KATATI?E0N G KOl €0BA200NC AT? TNV 20 KOl VTOVOU
BpPNOKEVTIKO? TWEZUATOC OTI? TNV 7AAN.

H TAOK? UG KO TA YEYOV?TO TIOL TIPOUCI 2L0VTdl T POV a1 2LouV 131aTEPO eVAla@?pov. BA?roue
QaT? TN 20 TRV 2AAELPN avayw?2pion g dIKA1 WU 2TwWY OTIC LOVOYOVIK 2C OIKOYVEIEG, TNV A1OXP?
OIKOVOWIK? KOT?0TOanN TNG IPAaVA?20 ¢ LET? TOV OETEPO TIYK 20U OI TIPAENO, TN 31 2D00N TV
OXOAE2WV EPYOC?0¢ KOB?C KAL TNV KUPLOPX?0 TOU KOBOAITIKIONO? aTNnV IpAavd?a aAA? KAl TNV
OOIBa?0 aVvTITI?E1a TWV IPAAVON e TOUG AYAOUC,.

200V A@OP? TNV TAOK?, N 72BEALY €O N LEYAAPTEPN ATT? TA 6 TIIAIL ? IO PTWYX ?C OIKOYVEIAC
EPYATV oTnv IpAavd?a Tou {ouvV O VA dIAU?PIOUA EPYATIK TIOAUKATOLKI. H 10TOp?a EEKIVPEL
210V 0 TIT?P0C TNC ?XEL VA AT?XNUA KOl aVOyK?2(ETAL VA TIOPAUEVElI OTO VOOOKOUE?O Y1 ‘Vd
MEYZAO Ol 20TNUA AQVOVTAC TNV OIKOYVEIN XWP?C KAVVA €1070nNUa. BA?mou e Ta T dl ? va
{NTIOVE?0LY VIO UEPIK?C KOPTEC OITT? TO TOTIK? TIIVTOTIWAE?0 KAl VO TPVE TIC OTOP?OEC TIOL ?X0LV
MEVEL H?0a. MpayuaTiK? BAIBEP?C KATAOT?0EIC. H uNT?pa TN¢ 0IKOYyVEIag QUOTLXIOU?VN OTO Y2UO



NG CLV?ITEl TPVOWO SETU? UE TOV &?20EPEPO TOL CULAYOU TNC KOl TIIPAKOAOLBO?UE TIC ETIOP?OEI(
TIOU ?X€l ALT? N KOT?0TAGHN OTNV OIKOYVEIA OAA? KO TNV AVTIYET?MION TG KOIVLV20G. ZUXV?N
UNT?p0 AE?TEL KAl N 2BEALY OVAYK?LETAL VO OVAA?BEL TNV ETPRAEWN TWV UIKPPTEPWV AOEPP TNC
HE ATOTPAECUO TIOAA? TPAVIK? ATUX PUOTA. 2TAV N UNT?P0 TNC EV TPAEl EYKATUAE?TEL TNV OIKOYVELA
0 TIOT?POC A?YW OIKOVOUIK?¢ 0ldLVO20C VO CLUVTNP?TEL TNV OLKOYVELD TOU, TPAS?OEl TIPOCWPIV?
TO T ? TOU TNV TPOOTAC?0 TOU KP?TOLG. Ta T O ? TOTOBETOVTOI € GXOAE?Q EPYNC?AC,
ONAQd? HOV?C OTIC OTIO?EC TO T AL ? CUUET ?X 0LV OTIC OOVAEI?C GUVT?PNONG TOLC. Agv €Al T?00
TPOYIK? 700 OKOETAL, TOUA?XIOTOV OUPUVA UE TA AEYZUEVA TNE NPW?DACE. 2TAV O TRIT?POC
KOTO@?pVEl va 0pBOTIDd?0El KOl BP?0KEL IO KOIVO?PLa CVTPOPO TNV OTO20 EPPVLEL WG
OlKOV7U0 AYW NG oUVTNPNTIK?G KOIVWV20 G KOl SIEKAIKE? TA TIXIAI? TOV TT?00 OKOVT2PTEl OTO
VOUIK? TAO?010 TIOL OTIITE? KO TN 02UV LTOYPAP? TNE EEAPAVIOUVNG 2UWG UNT?paC. EKE?
EEKIVEL A DIKOOTIK? OLOU?XN Ol 2PKEING EVIC XPVOU HE OUPBOAO TO ATOT?AECUA.

Oewp? 2Tl N CLYYPAP?UC, TIOL EVAL N DA ? 2BEALY TNELOTOP?0C, AVT? VA HOC O?0€EL TIG AVOUV?TELG
NG, TIC EVTVTI?20EIG TNC OAA? KO 20WG TN GUV2XELD TNC IOTOP?0E E LEYAA?TEPN EVPYEID KAT?ANEE
VO QVOAVETAL OTNV QVa@op? TIoI'V 2pBpuv va XPNO1LOTIDI0?0E 1] JIKNYOPIK? 0?00 TOU TINT?pd

e Kp?ua.

Rebecca Huston says

A very good memoir about childhood in Ireland and a father's love. Turned into the film "Evelyn".

For the complete review, please go here:
http://www.epinions.com/content_98112...

Linda says

Loved the book and loved the moviel!!

Kate says

The book of course was much better than the movie. It's an interesting view into another culture. And as
government geek the law that kept Evelyn away from her family and the legal story interested me.

Chloe says

Ms. Doyleis an excellent writer. Her memoir is both heartwarming and heartrending, relating information
about the landmark court case regarding her custody without losing the reader in dry details. It provides a
glimpse into Irish Catholic life in the late 1950s, telling about Ms. Doyl€e's experience in the convent as much
as her father's experience in court. Additionally, I've often found that nonfiction doesn't do its "characters”
justice. That is not the case here. Teaand Green Ribbons is worth the read solely for the lively descriptions
Ms. Doyle provides of key playersin her life at the time. (Note: There's quite a bit of vulgar language



throughout, as well as mature themes, so | probably wouldn't recommend to anyone under 18ish.)

Cathy says

Very touching and quite emotional at times

L eslee says

Thiswas agreat story of afathers dedication to his children. This book left me wanting to know more. There
was alot of irish curse wordswhich | didn't care for, but other than that | thought it was a great book.

Vicki says

While this might not be the best written memoir ever, | thought that it was good. The story was interesting
and moved along fairly quickly. | appreciated that she didn't feel the need to go on and tell all about the rest
of her life. The story ended where it should have ended. Inspiring story.

Bev Walkling says

| found this an interesting book told from the perspective of Evelyn as a child but it left me wondering how
things turned out for Evelyn ultimately and whether she was happy with the end resullt.

| read the book with this cover picture, but not a german? copy.

Vickie Dee says

I knew very little about the events surrounding this trial of a poor Irish father fighting for custody of his
children against the Catholic Church and Irish courtsin the 1950s. | found it to be awell written account,
seen from the view of the oldest daughter in the family. It was inspirational to see that this poor working man
didn't give up the fight to get his children in spite of the odds he faced on so many fronts.

James L eahy says

Great book about afathers fight for justice.




