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The magic-infused story of a golden gator, two cursed kids, and how they take their destinies into their
own hands.

When the red moon rises over the heart of the Okefenokee swamp, legend says that the mysterious golden
gator Munch will grant good luck to the poor soul foolish enough to face him.

But in 1817, when TWO fools reach him at the same time, the night’s fate is split. With disastrous
consequences for both . . . and their descendants. Half of the descendants have great fates, and the other half
have terrible ones.

Now, Tumble Wilson and Blue Montgomery are determined to fix their ancestors’ mistakes and banish the
bad luck that’s followed them around for all of their lives. They’re going to face Munch the gator
themselves, and they’re going to reclaim their destinies.

But what if the legend of Munch is nothing but a legend, after all?
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From Reader Review Tumble & Blue for online ebook

iamnotabookworm says

I signed up for this book because the title is so cute. Like always, it's the title that gets us first, right? Then
the blurb was interesting enough so I went ahead and signed up for this on Netgalley.

Tumble and Blue sounded like a cute love story to me. But it's not really a love story. It's more of friendship
and finding or forging your own path of destiny. Tumble and Blue in this story are teenagers who are both
very unfortunate, because they are unlucky in some things in life. And it's not just any luck but it's actually a
curse handed down from their ancestors.

This story reminded me of the story--Gone South by Robert McCammon which is also set in a bayou or near
a swamp. Like McCammon's story, there is also a mysterious aspect in this story and it's a golden alligator.
And like the "Bright Girl in Gone South, the gator has a magical power to change the destiny and life of the
person who seek its help. The main characters were also both a boy and a girl, except in McCammon's they
were adults and their problems were far darker than Tumble and Blue's were. Also, I think McCammon was
a lot darker and sadder in tone and in the whole aspect of the story. This one is for Young Adults and is light
and funny at most.

I was fascinated by the different lucks and curses the members of Blue's family have. It's interesting. Some
are really not so extraordinary and some are just so funny. Others were more serious and even life-
threatening. Blue's curse, if you look at it, in the whole scheme of things is actually a bit serious. Imagine
never ever going to experience how to win, even in the most mundane of games like Scrabble, though I like
Scrabble, it's not nonsense at all. Or ever win in any sport event or any school contest which is part of every
student and teenager's life. It's so sad to contemplate and I do feel sorry for Blue. More so, because of his
selfish father. Thanks the book Gods, he is so adorable that all this just happens to be so cute and not really
to be taken seriously, if I were in the same age bracket. I wouldn't mind him not winning anything, I would
gladly be his friend. I would try to win some for him, if that's the case.

Tumble on the other hand is a similar story yet I find her curse not really a curse at all. At her young age, she
doesn't need to save the world. And the fact that her heart just want to rescue and help everyone is just big
enough. I think, she doesn't need to worry about saving anyone at all. Let the adults, the firemen and all other
rescue teams do it. That's why I think Blue's concern is more serious than hers. And I do understand where
she's coming from. I know where she got this notion and strong urge to save the whole world. It's guilt.
Accurately, survivor's guilt which is more of psychological than rooted back to the curse. And it's not her
fault if she survived, because knowing her kind heart, I think she would have done the saving if she had a
choice in it.

When these two combined forces and ended up finding comfort and genuine friendship in each other, it felt
like their concerns about the curses were not that earth-shattering after all. With them together, they didn't
need to feel like they were unlucky or lacking. They were enough for each other. And in the best of
friendships, you don't need to have magical powers or special abilities to find loyalty, you only need to be
honest and genuine. Show your true self, including all the bad and the scars. If someone's only friends with
you because of the benefits then that's not friendship at all but taking advantage.

I enjoyed this story and it's just right that these two found the strength within to prove to the world that they
are not their curse. These two proved that they can change what was supposed to be a destined unfortunate



life. They have move from what everyone calls their main imperfection and even turned it around. Tumble
saved someone which she thought she could never do. She is after all a hero, in her own way. Then, Blue
won. He was the first to reach the golden gator. He won, even if he was supposedly destined to never win in
his whole lifetime. They twisted their fates and made an even better one for themselves.

What I like about the story is the one about Tumble hero-worshipping this celebrity who made people think
he is a real-life superhero, when in truth he's not. But, I forgive Tumble because what drove her was her
desperation, and at her young age, she needed someone to look up to. It's just unfortunate because she did not
see right through that person. Good thing she eventually found out that he was not worthy of any praise or
emulation or anything at all.

I give the book 4/5 gators. This is a story of the underdogs. The story is a reminder that we can be more than
what people expect us to be. That we can prove people wrong. That we are more than what our inheritance,
family and everything else that we are. That we can be different from what people see our family, we can be
better, stronger and kinder. We can be everything we dream of and we should not let the world and people to
limit us, shape us, or box us or stop us. This is an inspiring story especially for teenagers who are in the stage
of confusion and they feel like they are pulled from all directions. This tells us to just listen to our heart and
let's not conform to what the world forces us to be. Let us be what we dream and not because of what people
tell us what we can't be.

Another curiosity of the human imagination--this idea that you can un-break something. Piece the fragments
of shell together and put the egg back in its nest if you like. What's inside will never fly.
- Cassie Beasley, Tumble and Blue -

Thank you, Netgalley and Cassie Beasley for the copy.

Desirée Whittington says

Aww this one was really cute. I love it.

Thomas Bell says

This was a very good book and a very fun read. However, the weird ideas behind the plot reminded me of
Greek classics and the fight between humans and fate. And, as you recall from plays like Oedipus Rex for
example, fate always wins. In our example, fate is being offered during the red crescent moon by a giant
golden were-alligator. Okay...

Anyway, we have a large family where everyone has some particular 'fate.' Some are easier to deal with than
others. Our poor hero, Blue, has a fate which is less than desirable. But some have worse ones, and he has
learned to live with it. The whole family knows the legend behind what's going on, and everyone is bursting
at their seams for the one opportunity to make their own fate just a tad better. Tumble, our other hero, isn't
part of the family, but she seems to have a pretty crummy fate as well. Anyway, this is a fun entertaining



story of family issues, bravery, friendship and sacrifice.

Long story short, the book is very good and has a good conclusion but has a weird plot as a very prevalent
backdrop to the actual stories of family and friendship.

Holly McGhee says

On behalf of Marshall Steiner, age 12, a perfect five. He loved it, Cassie!! Blew through it in two days.
You're two for two with him now. xox

Joanne Kelleher says

2.5
I loved Circus Mirandus, and I was so excited to read this book. Unfortunately, I did not like it nearly as
much. As I read, I kept looking for the things I had loved about Circus Mirandus, and while I found some
similarities (unlikely boy-girl friendship, grandparent in trouble, a magical element, a seemingly impossible
and mysterious feat to be accomplished, a selfless act) they didn't gel in a way that made me care about the
outcome.
Blue is dropped off for the summer at his grandmother's house, where we meet his large extended family, all
of whom are either "cursed" or bestowed with talents. Blue's curse is that he can never win at anything. The
number of relatives is overwhelming to Blue (and me, too). Blue meets Tumble, a quirky neighbor who is
trying to make up for a tragic event by performing heroic acts. Can she help Blue to become a winner?
There are a couple of side plots in this story, and, for me, there was just too much going on. The more
serious plot lines (Tumble's family tragedy) seemed to be given equal weight with sillier ones (one cousin's
fake talent and cousin Jenna's fear of hamsters).
While in many cases the narration enhances the story, this was not the case in this audiobook.

Linda says

Just as many have written, Tumble & Blue is a delightful story. It's all based on a mysterious legend
including families near the Okefenokee Swamp. This one includes a red moon rising and a golden gator who
will grant good luck to the brave soul who faces him. Unfortunately, two different families are represented
and the end result is disaster but not for all. Some are blessed, some cursed!
Eventually, it's up to two young people, Tumble & Blue, who must solve the questions that fate has handed
down to their families from many years past. They have good intentions, and become friends with ups and
downs, too, yet there are moments when I wanted to applaud and moments I wanted to send them strength.
They are brave, make mistakes, and perhaps will become good examples to kids who read this adventure.

Jeanne25 says

I recently read Circus Mirandus and it immediately became one of my favorite books. For me, it is right up
there with the Thief of Always by Clive Barker. Therefore I HAD to read Tumble and Blue. I will say right



off that it didn't quite have the "magic" that I felt in Circus Mirandus but I did enjoy the direction that it took
me. I am a sucker for modern fables, stories created with a simplicity and subtle charm. I really enjoyed the
dynamics of the characters. I think there was more of that in this book especially with the vast family
members. Stories about curses are not new but there was a freshness and originality to this story of curses. It
was like a new unexpected twist on your favorite dessert. I do think I would have enjoyed a different ending
but overall, I was very happy with the book and highly recommend it.

Van Ottergirl says

This book grabbed my attention from front to finish, with a unique magical element and rich southern setting
full of zany family. Recommend highly!

Michele Knott says

Cassie Beasley has just shown us that she is the real deal. Her books weave a story that is instantly timeless
and new. She has a way of making her characters enter your heart and nestle inside. Gorgeously written,
beautiful story.

The Reading Countess says

It must be tough to put a second book out into the world when your first baby was on the New York Times
bestseller's list and earned numerous accolades and state awards. I wouldn't know (though secretly, I long
to). But somehow Cassie Beasley managed to place another major winner squarely into our hands and hearts.
Wow. Readers will fall in love with Tumble and Blue, two unlikely friends with the most impossible of
problems. And the alligator. Let's not forget the alligator. Look for Tumble and Blue to receive many head
taps. This one is a winner and is most definitely not cursed. Highly recommended!
*Thanks to Cassie Beasley for agreeing, once again, to Skype with my middle grade readers for the second
time with her second runaway hit.
"Sometimes," she said in a measured voice, "people would rather give you money than other, harder things."
'Falling down doesn't mean you've fallen for good!'
"Doubters can't be do-gooders."
"Sometimes apologies work better after you've given people time and space to grow."
"If you're having a hard time, that's not necessarily a bad thing. Maybe you'retraining yourself up for
something big and tough without even knowing it!"
...he was starting to realize that what he needed was something his dad didn't have to give.

Robert Beatty says

A nice Southern-style story.



Rana says

Clear middle-grade but with all the points that I want in middle-grade: sweet, easy, but with a depth beyond
its years. Would love to read an adult story set in this world.

Erin Moulton says

An exquisitely written sophomore novel by Cassie Beasley. Incredibly rich characters seek their fates (and a
golden alligator named Munch) under the bloodred moon. I found myself giggling at the delightful quirks of
the Montgomery Family, so unique and yet so familiar. And valiant Tumble is the book's hero in her own
right. But, oh, the lore. How I loved the story's lore and the backdrop of the Okefenokee Swamp.

An evocative novel, seamlessly written.

Scott Fillner says

What I have come to hope from Cassie Beasley can be found in Tumble & Blue. It is a magical story set in
the swamps of the Deep South. Cassie has a talent of building strong, relatable characters who move a story
in a fun, purposeful way.

I cannot wait until readers are able to meet Tumble &a Blue this Fall.

Cassie Beasley says

No rating from me for obvious reasons. ;)

Tumble & Blue is that story I've been talking about forever. It's about friendship and fate and family. It's
about being a hero when all the odds are stacked against you. And, of course, it's about an alligator named
Munch.

I'm so glad that it will be out in the world soon. Happy reading!


