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Through rallies and marches, in polite drawing rooms and freezing prison cells and the poverty-stricken
slums of the East End, three courageous young women join the fight for the vote.

Evelyn is seventeen, and though she is rich and clever, she may never be allowed to follow her older brother
to university. Enraged that she is expected to marry her childhood sweetheart rather than be educated, she
joins the Suffragettes, and vows to pay the ultimate price for women's freedom.

May is fifteen, and already sworn to the cause, though she and her fellow Suffragists refuse violence. When
she meets Nell, a girl who's grown up in hardship, she sees a kindred spirit. Together and in love, the two
girls start to dream of a world where all kinds of women have their place.

But the fight for freedom will challenge Evelyn, May and Nell more than they ever could believe. As war
looms, just how much are they willing to sacrifice?
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From Reader Review Things a Bright Girl Can Do for online ebook

Rebecca (StayingUpTillMorning) says

My first thought after finishing this book was how I wish it had been around when I was studying History
aged 15/16. My school barely touched on women’s suffrage and instead barrelled straight on in to WW1 and
the experience of soldiers and the government. We didn’t learn about what happened to the wives and sisters
and children left to fend for themselves, without a man’s wage to pay for food or coal or medicine.

But now at least we have this wonderful book to give us an insight into the lives of women during this time.
The author, Sally Nicholls, says at the end of the book that most of the suffrage scenes are based on real
events (she’s just changed the dates a little). So you can read knowing that these things did happen. Or like
me, stop to google every few chapters because you need to know more!

Things A Bright Girl Can Do is divided in to seven parts. The first part is set in February 1914 and the last
part is February 1918 and is told from the perspectives of three teenage girls. There’s Evelyn, who is upper
class and who wants to go to University like her brother. May, who’s a Quaker, and doesn’t believe in
violence or killing even when Britain is at war. And finally Nell, who lives in just two rooms with her whole
family.

There’s a sweetly written romance between May and Nell which is particularly endearing because Nell
always thought she was alone in the way she felt. Fortunately she meets May at a meeting and is introduced
to a whole new world. May reveals that “heaps of the suffragist ladies are in love with each other” to a
shocked Nell.

Of course the romance is really the only light in a book filled with injustices, violence, a hunger strike and
illness. But all three characters grow and mature and learn from the hardships they experience. I especially
liked seeing Evelyn go from being a girl uncertain about what it is she’s fighting for to being a young woman
who stands up to her father and clearly explains why she wants the vote and the right to be educated.

One of the real highlights of this book though were the quick retorts the suffragettes had for the arrogant men
and boys shouting things at them. One man had the nerve to tell Evelyn that “giving women the vote would
be a disaster, because one week out of four, women were biologically incapable of rational thought”. Luckily
Evelyn isn’t dim and retorts that “that meant three weeks out of every four they were capable, which was
more than could be said for men”. Ha! I chuckled for a good long time at that I swear.

Another tells a group of suffragettes that men go to war and die for their country, women don’t, so why
should they get a vote? A certain fantastic Miss Wilkinson knows exactly what to say back though and tells
him that women risk their lives every time they bring a child into the world. Which is a damn good point!
And trust me when I say many more damn good points are made throughout this book!

Overall Things A Bright Girl Can Do is an empowering and thought provoking book that will introduce a
whole new generation to the women’s suffrage movement. And hopefully it will spark an interest that will
last a lifetime and will see us continuing to honour the women who sacrificed so much so that we, today, can
choose to live our lives however we would like.

More Reviews At: stayinguptillmorning.wordpress.com



Stephanie says

*4.5 stars*

This book is just wonderful - warm and witty, genuinely wise, and alternately charming, upsetting and
downright terrifying - but with such a deep well of compassion running throughout for all of its different
characters even when all three of its heroines disagree intensely with each other.

All three heroines come from very different backgrounds. Evelyn comes from a conservative middle-class
family, May is the daughter of a radical vegetarian socialist feminist single mother (but still has a
housekeeper) and Nell is one of 6 children crammed (with their parents) into a two-room flat in London's
East End, battling against starvation and outright desperation. They all come to the suffrage movement
(fighting to win women the vote) for different reasons, but each one of them is fighting in her own way to
find purpose and fulfilment in her life. All three of them are sympathetic by the end of the book, and I
wanted every one of them to be happy, but Nicholls is ruthlessly clear-eyed in exposing all of her heroines'
own blinders, foibles, and limitations as well as their shining strengths.

17-year-old Evelyn, who has never been allowed to read a newspaper and has been forbidden to go to college
(because what would be the point? her parents ask), is fiercely intelligent and bursting with frustrated
potential - but she's also fairly immature (for understandable reasons, given her upbringing) and quite self-
absorbed in the beginning of the book. Her sweetheart, Teddy, is a very nice guy who wants to support her -
but as regrettable as he finds the subjugation of women to be (and as good an idea as he thinks women's
suffrage would be *in theory*), he sees any real social change as an impossible pipe dream, not worth
risking your life to fight for, so he does everything he can to discourage Evelyn's involvement with the
suffragettes.

May (a pacifist Quaker feminist who studies at a private school) and Nell (a soldier's atheist daughter who's
worked in a factory for years and loves the fighting at the suffrage rallies) may both be 14 years old, but they
come from such different worlds, it's hard for them to even understand each other's perspectives. Still, they
fall deeply in love in an intense romance that risks an awful lot...but only for Nell, who lacks all of May's
privilege. Nell, in a different time period, might have identified as trans or genderqueer, but she's living in
the 1910s in the East End and faces abuse and discrimination every day just for wearing men's clothing.

And when World War I begins, every one of their lives - along with the suffrage movement itself - is thrown
into turmoil.

The book covers five years, and it's utterly immersive and compelling throughout - like a lovely fat,
satisfying Rosamunde Pilcher saga but with far sharper edges. Really upsetting things happen along the way
(although nothing I'd assign a trigger warning to, fwiw); characters sometimes struggle with terrible
hopelessness for good reason; but the overall feeling of the book is so warm and generous and uplifting, and
the ending is just about perfect. I let out a happy good-book sigh when I finished it and patted the cover
affectionately - and I have a LONG list of friends in mind who will love it!

My single nitpick (and the only reason that this isn't a full 5-star review) is that, although there are multiple
references to how multi-ethnic the East End is - and May idolizes the glamorous suffragette Princess Sophia
Duleep Singh when she reads about her in the news - there isn't a single active character in the book who's a



PoC. This book is so intelligent and subtle in the way it shows the effect of class differences as well as what
it was like to be LGBTQ in this period, and the topic of racism is addressed in a really powerful scene
showing the abuse of a German woman in Nell's neighborhood during the war...but still. In a book that's
trying to show so much of the breadth of the suffrage movement across different social scales, it would have
been nice to at least show the Indian suffragettes taking their own places in the big rallies that are written
about, or show Nell actually interacting with any PoC characters from the different ethnicities that apparently
share her neighborhood.

However, that doesn't change the fact that this book was wonderful in every other way. It made the whole
fascinating historical period feel so vividly real in every detail, and so breathlessly exciting, too. I think it
would be impossible to read this book as a girl or a woman and not feel IRATE at every level of injustice
that was accepted as the norm only 100 years ago - and it's incredibly inspiring to realize just how much
change WAS successfully implemented over the last century, to make those historical details so outrageous
in retrospect!

It's also a book that's incredibly resonant with modern civil rights movements, as different women debate
furiously over the most effective methods of activism, whether it's better to only do peaceful types of protest
or to take more aggressive action to force people to pay attention - and as pleasant, liberal people shake their
heads about women's suffrage (something we now pretty much universally agree is an essential point of
justice) because "I might sympathise if they went about it differently, but really, with behavior like that..." (A
paraphrase, not a direct quote.)

This was a book that not only inspired me with hope that seemingly-impossible change really CAN happen -
that as a society we can make changes bigger and better than any that sound remotely likely or predictable to
us now - but also made me question some of my own assumptions. (What potentially fixable issues do I
thoughtlessly shrug off because "that's the way life is"?)

This book made me think, it made me cheer, it was a hugely enjoyable read, and I just loved the depth of the
characterization and all the different levels of ambiguity in both the girls themselves and the situations they
find themselves in. I devoured the whole novel in just over a day because I couldn't stop coming back to it - I
just wanted to sink into that world and live with those fierce, wonderful girls. I'm full of theories about all of
the heroines' possible futures (after the ending of the book) and I really want to talk about them! I'm having
to force myself to end this review here (is this my longest review ever? quite possibly!), but it's honestly a
struggle because I just want to talk and TALK about this book in general - it absolutely begs to be read by
book clubs and groups of friends.

So in other words: please read it so that we can talk about the characters together! :)

Francesca says

4.5
This was rather splendid. A treat of an account of the Suffragette movement, the build up to WW1 and its
consequences on ordinary people.
The three protagonists all convey different sides of British society at the time united by the cause of gaining
votes for women. It follows the war period from it's onset in 1914 to the suffrage vote of 2018. I loved how
the book did not skirt at all on socialism, suffrage, internationalism vs war effort and admired the way the
three protagonists Evelyn, May and Nell all represented a very strong position in each facet of the political



spectrum and how the interactions with each other and the war ended up both strengthening and changing
their perspective. The parallel love stories were lovely and punctuated both the politics of each character and
the larger war narrative and were both done very realistically.
The description of the marches, the excitement, the feeling of being part of something big and beautiful
particularly resonated with me as I was rather militant in my teenage/young adult years and the writer
conveyed it so very well.
Her accounts of war times were also very realistically rendered; with the exception that her focus is Britain
and I grew up in Rome her descriptions, especially of Nell's family struggles, matched exactly the stories
told by my grandmother who had several brothers in the war and was left to fend for herself at home with a
gaggle of siblings and was also quite involved in the international socialist movement.
All in all this was an excellent read and I highly recommend it

Kelly says

4.5 stars!

I was so excited to read this book because any time a book considered even slightly feminist is released I
know I need to get my hands on it. Luckily I managed to get my hands on an advanced copy and this book
was even more than I hoped it would be. It is passionate, honest, emotional and exhilarating.

Taking us all the way back to the 1910’s, Things A Bright Girl Can Do is everything that I expect from a
historical fiction novel with the exception that I found it much easier to read than most. It was really
informative about the Suffragette movement and the War without containing paragraph upon paragraph of
information. It is very much a character driven novel and I really enjoyed seeing the situation from three
rather different points of view.

Evelyn was a really interesting character and certainly one that I imagine I would have related to in some
ways if I were born in those times. She is really ambitious and absolutely angered by the fact that, as a
woman, she is not expected to go onto University or to get herself a better education. There were some
particularly passionate bits of dialogue in Evelyn’s chapters that really fuelled the passionate feminist in me.
It was also interesting to read her POV because of her beloved Teddy and it was nice to see that this book
took into account the many men who were supportive of women fighting for their right to vote. There were
certainly parts of Evelyn’s journey that made me feel quite emotional and she certainly sacrificed a lot at a
young age, as many of our ancestors did.

May was the character I probably related to the least in a personal way. She comes from a well off
background and some of her views were a little frustrating to me. On the other hand I absolutely loved that
she was passionate about the right to vote but that she did call into question (alongside her mother) some of
the more violent actions of the Suffragettes. May is quite a light hearted and loving young lady who is full of
passion and it was really refreshing to see her part in the lesbian relationship of the book and her views
on her sexuality.

Nell was definitely my favourite of the girls. She was in absolutely no way your stereotypical ‘girl’ – she
dressed more like a boy, acted more like a boy and as a result had basically made herself an outcast from her
part of society. It was nice to read the POV of a character coming from a much lower social class than
the other two girls because it made everything feel even more real. The affects of the War on Nell’s family
were devastating and it really made my heart ache knowing that this happened to so, so many families.



Nell is incredibly fiery, passionate, protective and driven. I just loved how far she would go to help support
her family, no matter the cost. Some of my favourite dialogue was between Nell and May, especially when
Nell would get so frustrated at May’s lack of ability to understand her own view point and situation.

All in all I really loved the three girls as I thought they all brought something unique to the table. I was
really glad that each of the girls were different and gave me different ways to view how things were as it was
really thought provoking. It was great to get an insight into the different ways in which women fought for
suffrage and also the consequences of those actions.

Aside from suffrage, this book had great diversity threaded through it and its many themes. There was love
aplenty but I was happy to see a f/f relationship and the discussion that it opened about sexuality. I was
incredibly happy that the girls were from different social classes and that it was so apparent how this affected
their views on different things. Nell, being from a lower social class, had very little to lose and would throw
herself whole heartedly into the action whereas someone like May, who came from a higher social class,
wouldn’t dream of being involved in the violence. It added a really interesting element for me.

I absolutely love coming away from a book and knowing that it has taught me something and that is
definitely how I felt after I put down Things A Bright Girl Can Do. It was really thought provoking
and evoked a lot of emotions within me. Mostly I am absolutely and completely grateful to all those
women who fought for suffrage in such times, without them where would we be today?

A huge thank you to Harriet at Andersen Press for my advanced copy in exchange for a fair and honest
review.

Rikke says

A historical YA-novel set during the First World War, following three young Suffragettes fighting for their
right to vote? Yes please! ?
?
Things a Bright Girl Can Do is a colourful, dramatic and historically correct novel about love, war,
sexuality, friendships, growing up – and, above all, fighting for women's rights. ?
?
I found this book to be witty as well as educating; highlighting social differences, contrasting how the upper
class reacted to Suffragettes in comparison to the working class. I'll definitely recommend this one!?
?

Kate (Reading Through Infinity) says

3.5 stars.
I enjoyed the LBGTQIA+ romance in this novel and the focus on three young women protagonists growing
up in WWI Britain, but I just wanted a little more of everything. More of the jobs women did during the war,
more of the gay community events that some women attended, more of the hardships and intensity that came
with being a suffragette.



Cora Tea Party Princess says

5 Words: And she bloody loved it.

Full review to come.

Navdip says

As soon as I read the blurb for this book I just knew I had to read the book!

Things a Bright Girl Can Do begins in 1914 and follows the lives of three young girls, Evelyn, May and
Nell.

I love how different all three of these girls are and that really helped to show just how difficult life was for
ALL girls/women not just those who weren't well off.

Evelyn
Evelyn is the first character that we are introduced to. She is 17 years old and from a privileged background.
However, despite her lifestyle she will probably not be allowed to attend University (this would have been
the same situation many girls from a similar background to Evelyn would have also been in).

I really liked Evelyn. I liked how she wanted to continue her education and wanted more out of life.

May
May lives in one of the most respectable streets in the East End of London with her mother and they are
pretty well off. I really liked how passionate May is about equal rights for women but out of all three girls
May was the one that I connected to the least.

Nell
I really liked Nell and found her so relatable! I liked how different she was from the other two girls and as a
reader we were able to gain a completely different insight into what life was like for girls/women before and
during the war.

Reading about how Nell and her family struggled when war was declared was just heartbreaking.

Moving away from the main characters, the book in general really made me think about what life must have
been like for people during the war. I feel I have gained not just an insight into life during that time but also
so much knowledge as well.

From just it not being considered normal for girls to go to University to how ladies were given extra time
behind bars if they tried to speak up and defend themselves in court.

To conclude, I absolutely loved reading Things a Bright Girl Can Do! I honestly cannot recommend this
book enough!



Kirsty says

Hands down the best book I've read this year and probably the best book I'm going to read this year.

So much I adored about it. Suffragettes, the social history of the various classes within Edwardian society,
the impact of WW1 at home, the fascinating snippets of historical nerdery making it feel so authentic.

My inner history geek is in love with this book.

SO SO SO SO GOOD!!

Kate (GirlReading) says

3.5* Things A Bright Girl Can Do had a cast of characters and writing style I instantly warmed to. I loved
that so many different aspects of life during this time were explored through three characters, who
experiences were so different. I especially loved the f/f relationship and the exploration of PTSD and
feminism. However, I just wanted a little bit more from it. I wanted to know about what it was like to be a
young suffragette, what it was like for people of different classes and sexualities and genders. It also
seemingly totally forgot about the WOC in the suffragettes and the added struggles they had to face. It
featured an f/f relationship between two of the main characters (although one of whom read as possibly
questioning their gender at times?) which I thought was great but I just wanted more. I almost wish this had
been two different books, one following Evelyn and another following May and Nell. With all the being said,
this was definitely an enjoyable read and an interesting one, I just wanted a little more depth as I always love
learning more about this time period.

TW:
• homophobic language and undertones. although this was in keeping with the time period and not in a
malicious way but in a way that most definitely comes across as internalised homophobia, I can definitely
see it being hard and potentially triggering to read.
• PTSD & Flashbacks

L.H. Johnson says

I've been sitting on this review for a week or so, in that gloriously selfish phase of having read a Good Book
but not wanting to talk about it. Sometimes I want to wallow in that sensation and just hold it tight to myself,
that feeling of having read something transformative, big, honest and real. The events of the past few days
have, however, reminded me of the importance of talking about this sort of thing and so here I am; earlier
than I intended, because this book is not due out until September, but I think now's the right time to tell you
about it.

Sally Nicholls is a joy. She has this great gift of story; and so I was thrilled to receive a review copy of
Things A Bright Girl Can Do. It's Suffragettes, it's history, it's bravery, it's love. It's gorgeous, really, and it
made me so utterly possessive of it. It follows the stories of three different girls as they work to realise their
political and personal views. They fall in love, out of love, and the relationships which underpin this novel
are beautiful and sensitively told. Honestly too; there's no easy racing off into the sunset here, everything has



to be earned.

I loved this book. It's so determined and genuine, and Nicholls tells the story with such a straightforward
honesty that it's hard to not get sucked in. It's a perspective that I haven't read enough of and so I also
welcome this. To add to that, I'm also very grateful for the rise of overtly political and politicised young
adult fiction. Things A Bright Girl Can Do doesn't sugarcoat the process of becoming politically active, but it
does render it as an absolutely vital experience.

And it believes in teenagers, young people. It believes in their chance and their ability to make a difference.
Get this on pre-order now, and when it comes shelve it with something like Troublemakers, and let them
work their respective magics.

As I said at the start of this review, I didn't really want to talk about Things A Bright Girl Can Do because I
was selfish over it. Possessive. But here's the thing, that's what a good book gives you. You have that
moment with it and then you realise that, as great and vital as that moment is, it's time to share it with the
world because you can't let a book that's as good as this go unheard.

My thanks to the publishers for a review copy.

Lauren James says

Twenties English suffragettes trying to get independence and thrills (and also fall in love)

Robin Stevens says

Hurrah for Sally! This is a really lovely and engrossing novel about three girls caught up in the Suffragette
movement and WW1. Basically, it's Sarah Waters for teens - pitch-perfect, historically accurate, very
romantic and a jolly good read. 14+

*Please note: this review is meant as a recommendation only. Please do not use it in any marketing material,
online or in print, without asking permission from me first. Thank you!*

Beth says

"I can't know that something is possible, and sit back and not do anything to make it real."

Spoiler free Review!

So I really, really enjoyed this! There are a few aspects that threw me off a bit hence why it's not 5 stars but a
good 4 star read!

The story is about 3 different people in the process of trying to get the vote for women, both and a suffragette
and suffragist way. It showed you the insides of what went on and there were so many references. I mean it
even mentioned Boudica! You get the sense of belonging and how they all unite together makes me so proud



to be a woman, and I'd like to believe that I would of done what all the women did back then. Not only do we
get the suffrage movement but what it was like when the war was happening and how difficult families
found it.

Evelyn is wanting the vote to be treated as an equal, her brother has a lot of opportunities that are given to
him simply because he is male. Evelyn wants to go to University and broaden her knowledge, she wants
more from her life than being a wife/mum. Along with Evelyn we get Teddy, I honestly didn't know what to
expect from him as a character, I'll be honest he wasn't my favourite I had the sense that he was doing things
simply because Evelyn wanted to. However it was amazing to see the two progress and that he always told
her how he felt and even if he didn't agree with everything he was still there just to show some form of
support. I was SO proud of Evelyn throughout the book, she progressed so much, when we first see her, it
seems she does things to spite her family because they're not allowing her to do the things she wants, but
some things happen and I was just so amazed at how brave she was in some situations! How understanding
she became, and how supportive she is with Teddy made my heart melt.

Then we have May and Nell. When we first meet the two we know that Nell doesn't "fit the norm" but her
character is SO much more. At the time transgender wasn't a known thing and theres some clear signs that
Nell is coming to terms with not fitting into her "gender roles" with how she is supposed to act and dress.
Nell had a lot of shit thrown her way, her family were working class people and were so affected by war,
they had to live in a two bed flat between eight of them, she had to receive clothes from her older brother and
it was heartbreaking what she had to go through at some points. It was difficult to see how much she
struggled with trying to get a job, and then when they realised she wasn't a boy got so much abuse, it was so
upsetting to read. In fact a lot about Nells life is sad, there's some lovely moments between Nell and May
which brought some light to her life. May was 100000000% my favourite character, her mother taught her a
lot of things and sometimes she was ridiculously stubborn even if deep down she knew she was wrong. I
liked that we saw her realise that she's not always right. However when we see her explain certain things in
relation to her not agreeing with war, and how to handle things in relation to the suffrage movements I was
thinking... you are my spirit animal. She's so optimistic and it was just nice to see.

What I liked?
- Please please don't take this out of context, there was a moment of Racism towards a German woman but
the representation and how things were dealt with were just SO touching. I loved how some people reacted to
this. They showed support towards the person receiving such hatred, and it just shows that some people
really do care.
- Evelyn at a certain time and how she handled things.
- The fact that things weren't romanticised
- The way in which it was wrote respected the era it was set.
- MAY!

What I didn't like?
- The ending was so anti-climatic. We all know how this turns out (YAY) but I just don't think I appreciated
how they all dealt with it, and I don't even know how Evelyn reacted which was a shame.

Overall, I really did enjoy this book, it brings light to what happened all those years ago, it makes you feel
proud and empowered to be a woman, it shows that just because you are different you can unite for a cause
that matters. However I was disappointed with the ending, I just wanted something more.



Samthefangirl says

All of last year I was studying civil rights in America from 1865-1992 and one of the topics was gender
equality so I can tell you so many different statistics on the position of women through that period. This book
put those statistics and matched them with faces. It gave me a perspective on the fight for votes in the UK
when although it wasn’t what I had studied last year, it was still the same ball game, all the same inequality
and double standards that I had learnt about (and had literally ranted about to my mum every time I was
either revising or just happened to think about it-thanks mum for listening and getting angry with me lysm).
This book gives an insight into the fight for the vote that you can’t get from learning the statistics of how
many people were involved or how many women were unable to work. It reminds you that all of the things
that happened, happened to families and in some instances, they shattered them but in others it made them
stronger.
On the back of the book there is a quote taken from the Times that says “Nicholls has brought alive the
young women of the past to empower the next generation” which I completely agree with. When speaking
about a topic that has not only changed history but has also influences so many different women’s lives over
the past 100 years, it does empower the women of our generation. As a reader, when you compare how
people were living only 100 years ago you do see how far the world has come, how much women have
accomplished. But it also makes us realise that there are sexual inequalities in the world still but like women
did 100 years ago in so many countries across the world and what they remind us with their history that there
is nothing that a woman cannot accomplish. I think that’s the underlying real message of this book, not only
to educate us on what happened but to remind us that there is nothing that can’t be changed if you have the
courage to do so. God look at me trying to be really deep and meaningful with my post, but it’s honestly how
I feel and there is so much I could say about this book! I just hope that all of my thoughts can come off
coherently.
Here’s a bit about this phenomenal book;
The year is 1914. The campaign for the vote for women shakes the core of England, the demands from each
Women’s group echo through each chartered street of England and three young ladies each hear it the most.
It calls to them in the night. It causes them to get up from their different backgrounds and take action. Evelyn
should have more open doors than most women for she is rich and clever but still she cannot go to university
-this single inequality is that causes her to demand things to be “fair”. She embarks on a personal conquest
for her own liberation of the shackles trapping her and stopping her from claiming the life she wants but that
small personal quest becomes one with the magnitude of women on a mission. Two of those are May and
Nell. Although they are different in principle, they find more similarities in each other than they have with
any other, and they find love in each others arms. But their differences threaten to get in the way of their
joint dream for Nell is from a working background and May lives with her single mother and their maid in a
proper area in proper London. When war comes calling these three lives change course, everything they
knew and love is questioned and tests occur to see just how much the Women of England will sacrifice for
the vote.
One thing I really enjoyed about this book was just how raw it was. There was no sugar coating of what had
happened to women or the aftermath of the quest for the vote or the war. There wasn’t any sugar coating of
the actual movements of the women either -the things that they did, especially the Suffragettes who did do
extreme things like smashing windows and doing violent things to gather attention. What I liked most about
this book was just how accurate it was -of course you can’t be completely accurate when you are writing a
nonfiction book based on real events but it was refreshing how close it was to the truth. Nicholls uses real
events to influence the women in this book like the March on Buckingham palace, it makes this book all the
more better at showing what it was like back then and the courage it must have taken to stand up against the
“mans world” that has told them to stay down all along. It was shown through her characters who each went
to the march and it was all shown in the differences between the characters. Nell was an advocate for using



violence in defence while May was a pacifist. Despite their differences Nicholls was able to use to their
relationship as an extended metaphor for the actual movement in general -while there were divisions in the
ways in which to bring about change at the end of it, it was all for the same changes. The way that Nicholls
was able to do this really made me enjoy the book more just as it gave a more whole view of the movement
in general.

There were things which occurred in this book that were actually very true to the movement. For instance,
Evelyn goes into prison and completes a hunger strike. The details of that ordeal were horrible to read but
they were something that I needed to read because women did that all the time just so that we could have the
vote -a self-sacrifice just as Emily Davison scarified herself for the movement. It made me remind myself
just how important it is for me to vote. I’m eighteen and so the last local election in my city, I was right there
voting and it still made me proud and just grateful. Because of their actions I can vote when there are still so
many who can’t. Then also the sacrifices that Nell has to go through, required to work in order to help her
mother with money, having to give away her childhood to work in factories.
Like any story based in our world, love is usually involved and this book is not the exception. The love in
this book was beautiful in my opinion, it captured everything that I love about love and for once I was living
for it (instead of hating every single park of it and cringing like hell). In this book Nell and May fall in love
and it was wonderful to see two young girls, one of them experienced in the knowledge of lesbianism while a
second not so. But they learn together in a sense. They were adorable. I loved them both individually and
together.
The relationship between Teddy and Evelyn was finally what I had been looking for in a book. It was full of
support and love and commitment. Teddy supports Evelyn through everything that she goes through with the
movement. He’s there when she gets arrested (when he asked her not to do it because he knew what would
happen) and he was there with her at the march on Buckingham, he was there for her when she came out of
the prison after her hunger strike and supported her education when neither her mother nor her father did.
The thing with Teddy that made him such a good representation of what the feminist man is like, is that even
though he didn’t always agree with what Evelyn was going to do for the vote, he was still there to support
her. He was just wonderful. And from him we were able to learn more about the war and the front through
his letters to Evelyn. The thing about love, something that I’ve always thought at least is that you are
supposed to feel completely home with that person… that’s how Evelyn felt with Teddy and that’s why I
adored it.
The war wasn’t so much a massive part of the book in the fact that we weren’t having scenes about the
battles from any one’s perspective, it was all the affects that the war was having on the home front. All of the
workers, all of the people, all of the women who were having to be not only the “breadwinner” but be the
mother at home. This book really highlights the efforts of the women and the struggles they had to face,
because out on the battle field wasn’t the only place of a war going on. It affected the soldiers as much as it
affected the people back home and yet the struggled of those left behind are almost forgotten or limited in
comparison in history but explored by Nicholls
Overall, everyone should read this book. It’s a book that I feel needs to be read but it also deserves to be
read. Its beautifully written. Its empowering and it reminds us just how far we have come and yet just how
many things we also need to ask on to achieve full equality.
Thank you all for readingxxxx


